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the dateon which thedwelling wascertifiedasunfit for humanhabitation.
If, at the endof oneyearafter the certification of a dwelling as unfit for

humanhabitation,such dwelling has not beencertified as fit for human
habitation, any moneys deposited in escrow on account of continued
occupancyshall be payable to the depositor.

APPROVED_The24th day of January,A. D. 1966.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 537

AN ACT

SB 1059

Providing for the planning and regulation of community and individual and com-
munity sewagedisposalsystems; requiring municipalities to submit plans for sys-
tems in their jurisdiction; authorizing grants to municipalities; requiring permits
for personsinstalling such systems;authorizing ‘the Departmentof Health to adopt
rules, regulations, standardsand procedures;creating an advisory committee;pro-
viding remediesand prescribing penalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short Title.—This act shall be known and may be cited
as the “PennsylvaniaSewageFacilitiesAct.”

Section 2. Definitions.—Asused in this act:
(1) “Individual sewage system” means a single system of piping,

tanks or other facilities servingonly a single lot which is less than one
acre in size or serving two’ lots which are less than one and one-hall
acresin total areaand disposingof sewagein whole or in part into the

soil of the property or into any waters of this Commonwealth.
(2) “Community sewerage system” means any system, whether

publicly or privately owned, for the collection and dispGsal of sewage
or industrialwastesof a liquid nature,or both, including variousdevices
for the treatment of such sewage or industrial wastes serving three
or more individual lots.

(3) “Municipality” means a city, town, township, or borough, or
any combination thereof actingcooperativelyor jointly.

(4) “Subdivision” means the division of a single tract or other

parcel of land,or a part thereof, into threeor more lots, and shall also
include changesin streetlines or lot lines.

1 “the” not in original.
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(5) “Lot” means a part of a subdivision or a parcel of land used
as a building site or intendedto be usedfor building purposes,whether

immediateor future, which would not be further subdivided.
(6) “Official plan for seweragesystems”meansa comprehensiveplan

for the provisionof adequateseweragesystemsadoptedby a municipality
or municipalitiespossessingauthority to provide or jurisdiction over the
provision of such systemsand submittedto and approvedby the State

Departmentof Health as providedherein.
(7) “Department” means the Department of Health of the Com-

monwealth of Pennsylvania.
(8) “Sewage” means any substancethat contains any of the waste

products or excrementor other discharge from the bodies of human

beings or animals and any noxious or deleterious substancesbeing
harmful or inimical to the public health,or to animal or aquatic life,

or to the use of water for domesticwater supply or for recreation.
(9) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Health of the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania.
(10) “Person” shall include any individual, copartnership, asso-

ciation or private corporation.
(11) “Realty improvement” means any proposed new residence

or other building, the useful occupancyof which will require the in-
stallation or erection of a sewagedisposalsystemother than one which
is to be servedby a community water supply and a community sewage
system.

(12) “Advisory committee” means the special committee created
by the provisionsof this act.

Section 3. Rules, Regulations,Standardsand Procedures.—Thede-

partment shall have the power and its duties shall be to adopt such
rules, regulations,standardsand proceduresas shall be necessaryto

enable it to carry out the provisions of this act, to wit: adoption of
standardsfor constructionand installation of community individual and
community sewagedisposalsystemsand standardsfor construction,in-
stallation and maintenanceof community sewage treatmentplants, re-
quirementsfor disbursementof State and Federalfunds to municipali-

ties for planning,personneland constructionof water supplyand sewage
disposalsystems,and review and acceptanceo~official plans.

Section 4. Advisory Committee.—An advisory committee shall be
appointedwithin three monthsof the passageof this act and biennially
thereafter,membershipof which shallbe composedof onerepresentative
from the following organizations,the name of said representativeto be
submitted to the secretarywithin ten days of receipt of request for
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same: PennsylvaniaState Association of Township Supervisors,Penn-
sylvania State Association of Boroughs,PennsylvaniaLeague of Cities,

PennsylvaniaState Association of Township Commissioners,Pennsyl-
vania Association of County Commissioners,PennsylvaniaAssociation
of Plumbing Contractors, Inc., Pennsylvania Society of Professional
Engineers,MortgageBankers’Association,PennsylvaniaHomeBuilders
Association, Pennsylvania Society of Architects, County Health De-
partments, Federal Housing Administration, Bureau of Community
Development,PennsylvaniaState University, PennsylvaniaMunicipal

Authorities Association, PennsylvaniaSection of the American Water
Works Association,National Water CompaniesConference,Water Pol-
lution Associationof Pennsylvania,and suchother organizationshaving
a direct interest in the areaof water andsewageas the secretarydeems
necessary.

The advisory committee shall be responsiblefor annual review of

the implementationof theprovisionsof this act, review and recommenda-
tion of rules, regulations, standardsand procedures adopted by the
departmentpursuantto this act.

The recommendationsof the advisory committee shall be submitted
to the secretarywho shallgive due considerationto the same.

Section 5. Official Plans.—(a) Each municipality shall submit to
the departmentan officially adoptedplan for seweragesystemsserving

areaswithin its jurisdiction within such reasonableperiod as the depart-
ment may prescribe, and shall from time to time submit revisions of

such plan as may be necessary.
(b) When more than one municipality has authority over sewerage

systemswithin an area,the required plan or any revision thereof may
be submitted jointly by the municipalitiesconcernedor jointly by one
or more of the municipalitieswith the concurrenceof the others.

(c) Every official plan, and any revision thereof,shall delineateareas

in which community seweragesystemsare now in existence,areaswhere
community sewagedisposalsystemsare plannedto be availablewithin a
ten yearperiod and areaswhere communitysewagedisposalsystemsare
not plannedto be available within a ten year period.

(d) Every official plan shall:

(1) Providefor the orderly extensionof communityinterceptorsewers
in a mannerconsistent with the needs and plans •of the whole area,
provided that this section shall not be construed‘to limit the develop-
ment of such community facilities at an acceleratedrate different than

that set forth in the official plan;
(2) Provide for adequatesewagetreatmentfacilities which will pre-
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vent the dischargeof untreatedor inadequatelytreatedsewageor other
waste into any waters or otherwise provide for the safe and sanitary

treatmentof sewageor other waste;
(3) Take into considerationall aspectsof planning,zoning, population

estimates,1engineeringand economicsso as to delineatewith all practic-
able precisionthose portions of the areawhich community systemsmay
reasonablybe expectedto serve within ten years, after ten years, and

any areasin which the provision of such services is not reasonably

foreseeable;
(4) Take into considerationany existing State plan affecting the

development,use and protection of water resources;
(5) Establish proceduresfor delineating and acquiring on a time

scheduleconsistentwith that establishedin clause(3) of this subsection
necessaryrights-of-way or easementsfor community systems;

(6) Set forth a time scheduleand proposedmethodsof financingthe
constructionand operationof the plannedcommunity systems,together
with the estimatedcost thereof;

(7) Be reviewed by appropriate official planning agencieswithin a
municipality, including a planning agency with areawide jurisdiction

if one exists, for consistencywith programsof planning for the area,
and all such reviews shall be transmitted to the departmentwith the
proposedplans; and

(8) Include provision for periodic revisionof the plan.
(e) The departmentis hereby authorized to approve or disapprove

official plans for seweragesystemssubmitted in accordancewith this

act within one year of date of submission.
(f) The departmentis authorizedto provide technical assistanceto

counties,municipalitiesand authorities in coordinatingofficial plans for

seweragesystemsrequiredby this act, including revisions of such plans.
(g) For purposesof this act, the departmentis authorized to co-

operatewith all appropriateFederal, State,interstate, and local units
of government,and with appropriateprivate organizations.

Section 6. Grants Authorized.—The department is authorized to
administer grants to counties, municipalities and authorities to assist

them in preparing official plans for seweragesystemsrequired by this
act, and for carrying out related studies, surveys, investigations, in-
quiries, researchand analyses.Such grantsshall be madefrom fundsap-

propriated by the General Assembly for this purposeand shall equal
one-half the cost of preparingsuch plans.Suchgrantsshallnot be with-
held from any municipality which is complyingwith the terms of this

1 “enginering” in original.
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act. For the purposesof this section, costs shall be exclusiveof those
reimbursedor paid by grantsfrom the Federalgovernment.

Section 7. Permits and Inspection.—(a) No person shall install
an individual or community sewage disposal system or construct any•
building in which an individual or community sewagedisposalsystemis
to be installedwithout first obtainingapermit indicating that the site and
the plans and specificationsof such systemare in compliancewith the

provisions of this act and the standardsadoptedpursuant to this act.
No permit shall be required in those caseswhere a permit from the

Sanitary Water Board or the secretaryhas been obtainedor where the
departmentdeterminesthat such permit is not necessaryfor the pro-
tection of the public health.

(b) Application for permit shall be in writing to the municipality,
county departmentof health, joint county departmentof health, or to

the departmentin accordancewith •the provisions of section 8 of this
act, and shall be madeon a formal applicationblank, and each applica-
tion shall include such data as shall be prescribedby said technical

standardsfor construction.
(c) Permits shall be issued or deniedwithin sevendays after receiv-

ing an application for permit except that, in case the municipality,
county departmentof health, joint county departmentof health,or the
departmentin accordancewith the provisions of section 8 of this act,

finds the data submittedby an applicantincomplete,the time for acting
thereonshall be extendedsevendays beyondthe dateof submissionof

adequatesupplementaryor amendatorydata. Denial of permit shall be
supportedby a statementin writing of the reasonsfor suchaction.

(d) No systemor structuredesignedto provide individual or commu-
nity sewagedisposal to any realty improvementshall be coveredfrom
view until approvalto cover the samehasbeengiven by the body which
issued the original permit or its authorized representative.If forty-

eight hours have elapsed, excepting Sundaysand holidays, since the
body issuing the permit receive notification of completion of construc-
tion, the applicant may cover said system or structureunlesspermis-
sion has beenrefusedby the issuingbody.

(e) In case any permit is denied or revoked, a hearingshall be held
thereon before the municipality, county departmentof health, joint
county departmentof health, or the departmentin accordancewith the
provisions of section 8 of this act, within fifteen days after request
thereforis madeby the applicant. Within sevendays following the date
of such hearing, the applicant shall be notified in writing of the
determinationof said hearing.
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(f) If the municipality, county departmentof health, joint county

departmentof health, •or the departmentin accordancewith the provi-
sions of section 8 of this act, determinesthat any changehas occurred
in the physical conditionsof any lands of a realty improvementwhich
will materially affect the operation of the community or individual
sewagedisposalsystemcoveredby any permit issuedundersection7 of
this act, the permit shall be revokedand a new permit shallbe obtained

before constructionshall proceed.

(g) The municipality, county departmentof health, joint county de-
partment of health,or the departmentin accordancewith the provisions
of section 8 of this act, shall have the power to make, or causeto be
made, such inspectionsand testsas may be necessaryto carry out the
provisions of section 7 of this act and its authorized representatives

shall have the right to enter upon lands for said purposes.
Section 8. Administrative Provisions.—(a)All municipalities shall

administer the provisions of section 7 of this act and the standards
adoptedby the departmentpursuantthereto except that the provisions

of section 7 of this act shall not apply to any municipality which is
subject to jurisdiction of a county or joint county departmentof health.

County or joint county departmentsof health shall administer the
provisions of section7 of this act in the area subject :to their jurisdic-
tion. Eachmunicipality or county or joint county departmentof health

administeringthe provisionsof section7 of this act shall submit to the
departmentsuch reports as the departmentshall require.

Wheneveramunicipality, county departmentof healthor joint county
departmentof health shall fail to administerthe provisionsof section7
of this act in conformity with the standardsof the departmentand

thereby permit and allow conditions inimical to the public health to
occur, the departmentshall administer the provisions of section 7 of
this act in such municipality, county departmentof health or joint
county department of health, provided that no municipality, county
departmentof health or joint county departmentof health shall volun-
tarily surrenderadministrationof the provisionsof this act.

In accordancewith the provisionsof this section,the departmentshall
adopt the necessaryproceduresto effect the transfer of administration
from municipalities, county or joint county departmentsof health to

the department.
(b) Copiesof any ordinances,which are adoptedby any municipality

or county or joint county departmentof healthestablishingrequirements
equivalent to those required by section 7 of this act and minimum
standardsfor construction equivalent to those promulgatedor to be
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promulgatedby the Secretaryof Health of the Commonwealthunder

section 7 of this act, shall be filed with the departmentwithin thirty
days after their adoption, or in the case of existing ordinanceswithin
thirty daysof the effective dateof this act.

(c) Municipalities, county or joint county departmentsof health shall

not adopt any standardsor promulgate any regulationsor procedures
not in conformity with the standards,regulationsor proceduresof the
department,and any regulations,ordinancesand standardspresentlyin
existenceshall be supersededby regulationsand standardsadoptedby

the department.
Section 9. Reimbursementto Municipalities.—Municipalities com-

plying with the provisions of this act in a mannerdeemedsatisfactory

by the secretaryshall be reimbursedannually by the departmentfrom
funds specifically appropriated for such purpose equal to one-half of
the cost of the expensesincurred by the municipalities in the enforce-
ment of the provisionsof this act.

Section 10. Saving Clause.—Nothingin this act shall be deemed

to affect, modify, amendor repealany provisionsof the act of June22,
1937 (P. L. 1987), as amended,or to affect the powersand duties of

the SanitaryWater Board.
Section 11. Restraining Violations.—Any municipality or county

or joint county departmentof health administeringthe provisionsof sec-
tion ‘7 of this act shallhavethe powerto institute in the court of com-
mon pleasof the county in which it is situated,a proceedingto restrain
violations of section 7 of this act.

When the departmentis responsiblefor enforcementof the provisions
of this act in accordancewith the provisions of this act, the Attorney
Generalat the requestof the secretaryshall havethe powerto institute
in the Court of Common Pleas of Dauphin County an action against
any personviolating the provisions of section7 of this act, to restrain

said violation. For this purposethe said Court of Common Pleas of
Dauphin County is vested with jurisdiction to hear, determine and

adjudicate such matter and grant such relief as is necessaryand
appropriate.

Section 12. Penalty.—Any person who shall violate any of the
provisionsof this act or the rules, regulationsor standardspromulgated
thereunderor who resists or interfereswith any officer, agent or em-
ploye of a municipality or county or joint county departmentof health
or the department,in accordancewith the provisions of this act, in the
performanceof his duties, shall upon conviction thereof in a summary

“8” in original.
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proceedingbefore any justice of the peace,aldermanor magistratein
the county in which the offense was committed, be sentencedto pay

a fine of not less than one hundreddollars ($100) and costs, and not
more than three hundreddollars ($300) and costs, to be paid to said
county, or in default thereof, shall be confined in the county jail for

a period of not more than thirty days.
Section 13. Severability Clause.—Theprovisions of this act are

severableand if any provision or part thereof shall be held invalid or
unconstitutional or inapplicable to any person or circumstances,such
invalidity, unconstitutionality or inapplicability shall not affect or impair
the remainingprovisionsof the act.

Section 14. Repealer.—All acts or parts thereof inconsistentwith

the provisions of this act are repealed.
Section 15. Effective Date.—This act shall take effect July 1, 1967.

APPROVED—The 24th day of January,A. D. 1966.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 538

AN ACT

HB 1312

Creating a Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, for the encourage-

ment and development of the various arts, and making an appropriation therefor.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. There is herebycreatedin the State of Pennsylvania,the

Commonwealthof PennsylvaniaCouncil on the Arts. The council shall
be responsibledirectly to the Governor. The council shall consist of
fifteen memberswho shall be appointedby the Governorby andwith the
advice and consentof two-thirds of all the membersof the Senate.The
membersof the council shallbe broadlyrepresentativeof all fields of the
performing and visual arts and shall be appointed from among pri-

vate citizens who are widely known for their competenceand experience
in connectionwith the performingand visual arts.

Two membersof the Senate,one of the majority party and one of
the minority party of that body, appointed by the President Pro
Tempore of the Senateand two membersof the House of Representa-

tives, one of the majority party and one of the minority party of that
body, appointedby the Speaker,shall be voting membersof the council


