
1584 Act Nos. 554-555 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

court shall appoint counselif satisfiedthat the petitioner hasno means
to procurecounsel.

Section13. 1 Repealer.—Thoseprovisionsof the actof May 15, 1951
(P. L. 415), entitled “An Act relating to habeascorpus; conferring
jurisdiction upon the judgesof the courtsof commonpleas;prescribing
venue;defining procedurein all cases;authorizing service to be made
upon personsanywherein the Commonwealth;providing for the im-
position of costs; allowing appeals; specifying the appellatecourt to
which appealsmay be taken; and repealing inconsistent legislation,
including that conferring jurisdiction on courts of quarter sessions,”
which relate to prisonersunder sentenceareherebyrepealed.

Section 14. 2 Effective Date.—This act shall take effect March 1,
1966.

APPROVED—The 25th day of January,A. D. 1966.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 555

AN ACT

HE 1773

Amending the act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), entitled “An act consolidatingand
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial Respon-
sibility Act and other actsrelating to the ownership,possessionand use of vehicles
and tractors,” providing for the order of the paymentof proceedsof the sale of
vehiclesor combinationsof vehiclesor loads thereonin overweightcases.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The penalty clauseof section903, acf of April 29, 1950
(P. L. 58), known as “The Vehicle Code,” amendedAugust 13, 196~’~
(P. L. 761), is amendedto read:

Section 903. Weight of Vehicles,Tractorsand Loads.—
* * *

Penalty.—Anypersonoperatinganyvehicleor combinationof vehicles,
upon any highway, with a grossweight or with weight on any axle or
wheel exceedingby more than three (3) percent the maximum weight

“Repealer”not in original.
2 “Effective Date” not in original.
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allowed in that particular case,shall, upon summaryconviction before
a magistrate,be sentencedto pay the costs of prosecutionand a fine for
all excessabove the maximumweight allowed accordingto the following
schedule:

The fine
If the excessis shall be

Not over 3,000pounds, $ 60.00

Over 3,000 pounds, but not over 3,500 pounds, 120.00

Over 3,500 pounds, but not over 4,000 pounds, 140.00

Over 4,000 pounds, but not over 4,500 pounds, 240.00

Over 4,500 pounds,but not over 5,000 pounds, 270.00

Over 5,000 pounds, but not over 5,500 pounds, 400.00

Over 5,500 pounds,but not over 6,000 pounds, 440.00

Over 6,000 pounds, but not over 6,500 pounds, 600.00

If the excessis over six thousandfive hundred (6,500) pounds,the
fine shall be six hundreddollars ($600.00)plus fifty dollars ($50.00)for
each additional five hundred (500) pounds, or part thereof, over such
six thousandfive hundred (6,500) pounds:Provided,That in any case
in which the grossweight of a combinationof vehiclesexceedsby more
than three (3) percentthe seventy-onethousandone hundredforty-five
(71,145) pound maximum grossweight allowed therefor, the fine shall
be double the amount determinedas hereinaboveprescribedfor other
weight violations: And provided further, That in any case,in which

there shall be concurrent violations of more than one (1) of the sub-
sectionsof this section prescribingmaximum weights, the penalty im-
posedshallbe for violation of that subsectionwhich producesthe greatest
fine, but no penalty shall be imposed for violation of any other such
subsection.

In default of paymentof any fine and costsof prosecutionimposed,

pursuantto the foregoingprovisionsof this penalty clause, the magis-
trate shall impound the vehicle, or combinationof vehicles, and order
the arrestingofficer, or other peaceofficer, to seize them. The magis-
trate shall, forthwith, notify the sheriff of the county wherein the
violation occurred,who shall store the impounded vehicle, or combina-
tion of vehicles. The sheriff’s costs, storagecosts, and all other costs
incident to impounding, shall be deemedadditional costsof prosecution.
The sheriff shall give immediatenotice by telegramand registeredmail,
return receiptrequested,of the impoundmentandlocationof the vehicle,
or combinationof vehicles, to the owner of said vehicle, or combination
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of vehicles,andthe ownerof the load if said owners’ namesandaddresses
are kTiown or can be ascertainedby the sheriff..

The title to the load shall remain in the owner thereof, and he shall
be entitled to repossessit at any time upon presentationof proof of
such ownership to the sheriff. If the load shall spoil during possession
by the Commonwealth,the lossshall be upon the ownerthereof,subject
to any right of recovery of damagesat commonlaw that he may have
against the owner of the vehicle or combination of vehicles and the
cost of dispositionthereofshallbe deemedan additionalcost of prosecu-
tion. In caseany vehicle or combinationof vehiclesimpounded,or the
load thereonas aforesaid,shall remain unredeemed,in the caseof the
vehicle or combinationof vehiclesand unclaimed, in the case of a load,

for a period of sixty (60) days after notice of impoundmentis given as
aforesaid, the sameshall be deemedto be abandonedand shall be dis-
posedof by the sheriff upon order of the magistrate,in accordancewith
the proceduresoutlined in section 4 of the act, approved the 3rd day

of July, A. D. 1941 (PamphletLaws 263), with the exceptionthat the
referenceto a court thereincontainedfor the purposesof this act, shall
be construedto mean magistrate:And provided further, That the pro-
ceedsof such sale shall first be applied to the paymentof costs, and

after the payment of encumbrancesshall be applied to the paymentof
[fine and costs] the fine, and the balancethereof shall be remitted to

the owner.

Any personoperatinga vehicleor combinationof vehiclesin violation
of subsection(g) of this section,shall, upon summaryconvictionbefore a
magistrate, be sentencedto pay the costs of prosecutionand a fine of

twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

Any personoperatinga tractor in violation of subsection(h) of this

section,shall, upon summaryconvictionbeforea magistrate,be sentenced
to pay the costs of prosecutionand a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00), and,
in default of the payment thereof, shall undergoimprisonmentfor not

more than ten (10) days.

For the enforcementof this section all peaceofficers shall have the
power to arrest on view for violation of any of the provisions of this

section.

APPROVED—The25th day of January,A. D. 1966.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON


