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No. 604

AN ACT
SB 1260

Amending the act of May 20, 1949 (P. L. 1608), entitled “An act merging and con-
solidating State housing with State planning; merging the State Board of Housing
with the State Planning Board; establishinga State Planning Code; and repealmg
certain acts,” transferringcertain powers and duties of the State Plannmg Board
to the Department of Community Affairs, and transferring records,appropriations
and equipmentrelative thereto.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Clauses(5), (7), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12~),(13), (14), and
(15) of section3, act of May 20, 1949 (P. L. 1608), known as the “State
PlanningCode,”arerepealed.

Section 2. The act is amendedby adding after section 3, a new
sectionto read:

Section 8.1. Powersand Duties of the Departmentof Community

Affairs.—The Departmentof CommunityAffairs shall have the power

to:

(1J Cooperatewith county, municipal and regional planning commis-ET
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361 331 l
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sions, zoning commissions,parksor recreationboards,.community de-ET
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velopmentgroups,and similar agenciescreatedfor the purposesof aid-ET
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ing and encouragingan orderlyproductiveand coordinateddevelopment

of the State, and encourageand assistin their creation; and also, to

cooperatewith planningboardsand similar bodies of other statesand

of the Federal government in formulating comprehensiveregional

plans and in the solution of regional problems. The departmentalso

shall cooperatewith and enlist the support of civic bodies,corporations

and individuals in the attainment of theseand similar objectives

.

(2) Study housing conditions and needsthroughout the Common-ET
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wealth and devise ways and means of eliminating conditions of bad

housing,such as slums or unsafe,unsanitary,inadequate,or overcrowded

dwellings, or a combination of these conditions, accompaniedand ag-ET
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gravatedby an acute shortageof decent,safe and sanitary dwellings

,

andof securingeconomiesin the constructionor renovationof dwellings

so that additional safe and sanitaryhousesmay becomeavailable.
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(3) Collect or develop and distribute information relating to hous-ET
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ing, to improved methodsof construction,planning and financing of

housing, to the administration of public housing authorities, and to

the construction, maintenanceand operation of projects by such

authorities

.

(4) Suggestand assist in the preparationof legislation relating to

housing conditions and needs, building codes, health and sanitation

standards,and advise and assist municipalities in the formulation of

ordinancesrelating thereto

.

(5) Develop,administer or assistin the administrationof any State

programfor the providing of housing

.

(6) Exercise such jurisdiction and powers of supervisionover hous-ET
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ing authorities and their projects and redevelopmentauthorities and

their projects as provided for in this act or as otherwiseprescribedby

law.

(7) Encourage5approve, superviseand control the organizationand

operationof limited dividend housingcompaniesand their projects

.

(8) Recommendor approve areas, which areas may be within

,

adjacent to, or separateand apart from, areas of bad housing, as

designatedby the department,within which the developmentof housing

projectsby limited dividend housingcompaniesmay be undertaken

.

(9) Cooperatewith local or regional housing officials, agenciesor

authorities,as well as with those of other statesand of the Federal

government

.

(10) Promulgate rules and regulationsto enforce and effectuatethe

purposesof this act.

Section 3. Sections4, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the act are amendedto read:

Section 4. Eminent Domain.—The [State PlanningBoard] Depart-ET
1 w
345 131 m
379 131 l
S
BT


ment of Community Affairs shall have the power, in the name of the

Commonwealth,to exercisethe right of eminentdomain in the manner
provided by law for the exerciseof such right by cities or counties,as

the casemay be, of the sameclassas the city or county in which such
[board] departmenthas approved the initiation of a project. Title to
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any property acquired by the [board] departmentthrough eminent

domain shallbe an absoluteor fee simpletitle unlessa lessertitle shall
be designatedin the eminentdomainproceedings.If anyof the realprop-
erty in the areawhichis to be acquiredhas,prior to suchacquisition,been
devoted to anotherpublic use, it may neverthelessbe acquired by
condemnation:Provided, That no real property belonging to a city,
county, borough, town or township, or to the Commonwealth,may be
acquiredwithout its consent. No real property belongingto a public
utility corporationmay be acquiredwithout the approvalof the Penn-
sylvania Public Utility Commission.

Section ‘7. InvestigativePowersof the [Board] Department.—The

(board] Secretary of Community Affairs or any [member or the

executive director thereof] duly authorized representative,- when au-

thorized to do so by [a majority at any meeting of the board]
the secretary,may hold public hearings,andin conductingpublic hear-

ings may administer oaths and take affidavits. [Each member of the
board or its] The secretaryor his duly authorized agentsshall have

the power to make personalinspectionsof all placesconcernedin the
performanceof their duties.

Section 8. Procedureand Appeal.—All actions of the [board]
departmentshall be taken subject to the right of notice, hearingand

adjudication and the right of appeal therefrom in accordancewith
theprovisionsof the “AdministrativeAgencyLaw” approvedthe fourth
day of June, one thousandnine hundred forty-five (Pamphlet Laws
1388), or any amendmentor reenactmentthereof, relating to adjudica-
tion procedure.

Section9. Reportsfrom Housingor RedevelopmentAuthorities.—The
(board] departmentmayrequire a Housingor RedevelopmentAuthority

to file periodicalreports in addition to annual reports,but not oftener
thanquarterly, covering its operationsand activities. Such reportsshall
be in a form prescribed by the [board] department. The [board]

departmentmay, from time to time, require from such an authority

or any member thereof and authorities and membersare directed to
give, specific answersto questionsupon which the [board] department

may require information in order to effectuatethe purposesof this act.
Section 10. Supervision of Members of Authorities.—If it shall

appearto the [board] departmentthat any member or employeeof a
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HousingAuthority or of an Urban RedevelopmentAuthority hashad
any undisclosedinterest in any property included in any project of
such authority or in anycontractfor material8or servicesfurnishedto
such authority, the [board] departmentshall call the fact to the at-

tention of the Attorney Generalthat appropriateactionmay be taken
to surchargesuch memberor employee.

Section 4. All personnel, appropriations, allocations, contracts,
agreements,equipment,files, obligations,documentsandother material
which relate to the administrationand enforcementof the act of May
20, 1949 (P. L. 1608), knownas the “StatePlanningCode” as it applies
to the powersand duties of the “StatePlanningBoard” as enumerated
in this act are transferredto the Departmentof Community Affairs
with the sameforce and effect as if the appropriationhadbeenmadeto
the Departmentof Community Affairs in the first instance,and said
contracts,agreementsand obligationsof the said State PlanningBoard
hadbeenincurredor enteredinto by the said Departmentof Community
Affairs.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1966.

APPROVED—The 2d day of February,A. D. 1966.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 605

AN ACT

SB 1261

Amending the act of May 2, 1949 (P. L. 819), entitled “An act requiring the. secretary
or clerk of every political subdivision to file in the Bureau of Municipal Affairs
a copy of every tax-levying ordinance or resolution of such political subdivision,”
transferring certain powers and duties of the Bureau of Municipal Affairs to the
Department of Community Affairs and transferring records, appropriations and
equipment relative thereto.

The General Assemblyof the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The title and section 2, act of May 2, 1949 (P. L. 819),
entitled “An act requiring the secretaryor clerk of every political sub-
division to file in the Bureauof Municipal Affairs a copy of every tax-
levying ordinance or resolution of such political subdivision,” are
amendedto read:


