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(Joint ResolutionNo. 4 ratifies an amendmentto the Constitutionof the United States.)

No. 4

A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB 1001

Ratifying the proposedamendmentto the Constitutionof the United Statesrelating to
successionto the Presidencyand Vice Presidencyand to caseswhere the President
is unableto dischargethe powersanddutiesof his office.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section 1. The proposed amendmentto the Constitution of the
United Statesproviding as follows:

“Section 1. In caseof the removalof the Presidentfrom office or of
his death or resignation,the Vice Presidentshall becomePresident.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancyin the office of the Vice
President,the Presidentshall nominatea Vice Presidentwho shall take
office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Housesof Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro
temporeof the Senateand the Speakerof the Houseof Representatives

his written declarationthat he is unable to discharge the powers and
dutiesof his office, and until he transmitsto them a written declaration
to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the
Vice Presidentas Acting President.

Section4. Wheneverthe Vice Presidentanda majority of either the
principal officers of the executive departmentsor of such other body
as Congressmay by law provide, transmit to the Presidentpro tempore
of the Senateand the Speakerof the House of Representativestheir
written declarationthat the Presidentis unable to dischargethe powers
arid dutiesof his office, the Vice Presidentshall immediatelyassumethe

powersand duties of the office as Acting President.
Thereafter,whenthe Presidenttransmitsto thePresidentpro tempore

of the Senateand the Speakerof the House of Representativeshis
written declarationthat no inability exists, he shall resumethe powers

and dutiesof his office unlessthe Vice Presidentanda majority of either
the principal officers of the executivedepartmentor of such other body

as the Congressmay by law provide, transmit within four days to the
Presidentpro temporeof the Senateand the Speakerof the House of
Representativestheir written declaration that the Presidentis unable
to discharge the powersand duties of his office. Thereupon Congress



SESSION OF 1965. 1913

shall decide the issue,assemblingwithin forty-eight hours for that pur-
pose if not in session. If the Congress,withiii twenty-one days after

receiptof the latter written declaration,or, if Congressis not iii session,
within twenty-one days after Congressis required to assemble,deter-
mines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the Presidentis unable

to dischargethe powersand dutiesof his office, the Vice Presidentshall
continue to discharge the same as acting President; otherwise, the
President shall resumethe powers and duties of his office,” is hereby
ratified by the GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.

Section 2. A copy of the foregoing resolution shall be forwarded
to the Secretaryof Stateof the United Statesand also to the President
of the United StatesSenateand to the Speakerof the United States
Houseof Representatives.


