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Amendingthe act of October20, 1966 (Sp.Sess.No.3, F.L.96,No.6). entitled
“An actrelatingto mentalhealthandmentalretardation;authorizingcounty
programsandamending.revisingandchangingthe lawsrelatingtheretoand
makingan appropriation.”imposinga dutyof supporton spousesin certain
cases.

The GeneralAssemblyof.theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 502, act of October 20, 1966 (Sp.Sess.No.3,
P.L.96, No.6), known as the“Mental Health and Mental Retardation
Act of 1966,”amendedOctober12, 1974(P.L.742,No.249),isamended
to read:

Section 502. Liability of Persons Owing a Legal Duty to
Support—Exceptas provided in this section and in section 504,
wheneverany personundereighteenyearsof ageadmitted,committed
or otherwisereceiving any service or benefit underthis act shall be
unableto dischargethe obligationimposedupon him by section501,
suchliability is hereby imposedupon any personowing a legaldutyto
supportthepersonadmitted,committedor otherwisereceivingservices
or benefits underthis act. Uponthe mentallydisabledpersonattaining
theageof eighteen,or any mentallydisabledpersonovereighteenyears
of ageon the effectivedateof this act, the liability underthe act of the
personsowing a legal duty to support him shall cease:Provided,
however, That spousesshall remain liablefor eachotherregardlessof
ageexceptfor periodsof continuous inpatient care in excessof one
hundredandtwentydays.Continuousinpatientcarefor thepurposesof
this sectionshall beany in-hospitalstay not interruptedbymorethan
onehundredandtwentydays.Nothing in this section502shall relieve
anyprivate,nonprofit orgovernmentalhealthinsurerfor liability topay
for such care under any contractof insuranceorgroup insuranceplan.

Section 2. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The 16thday of July. A. D. 1975.

MILTON J. SHAPP


