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No.90

AN ACT

HB 1440

Amendingtheactof March 10, 1949(P.L.30,No.14),entitled“An actrelatingto
the public school system,including certainprovisionsapplicableaswell to
private and parochial schools; amending, revising, consolidatingand
changingthe lawsrelatingthereto,”providingfor the loanof textbooksand
instructionalmaterialsfor thebenefitof childrenattendingnonpublicschools
in this Commonwealth.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Subsections(b), (c), (d) and(e) of section923-A, act of
March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),knownasthe“Public SchoolCodeof
1949,” added July 12, 1972 (P.L.863, No.195) and subsection(d)
amendedJuly 18, 1974 (P.L.475,No.169), are amendedby addinga
definitionto subsection(b) andamendingsubsections(c),(d) and(e) to
read:

Section 923-A. Loan of Textbooks, Instructional Materialsand
Equipment,Nonpublic SchoolChildren._* * *

(b) Definitions. Thefollowing terms,wheneverusedor referredto
in this section, shall have the following meanings,exceptin those
circumstanceswherethe contextclearly indicatesotherwise:

***

“Instructional materials” meanspre-prepared learning materials
which are secular,neutral andnonideologicalin characterandare of
benefit to the instruction of schoolchildren on an individual-basisand
are presentlyor hereafterprovidedfor public schoolchildren of the
Commonwealth.

(c) Loan of TextbooksandInstructionalMaterials. TheSecretary
of Educationdirectly, or throughtheintermediateunits,shallhavethe
poweranddutyto purchasetextbooksandinstructionalmaterialsand,
upon individual request,to loan them to all children residingin the
Commonwealthwhoareenrolledingradeskindergartenthriughtwelve
of a nonpublic school [wherein the requirements of the compulsory
attendance provisions of this act may be metj. Such textbooksand
instructionalmaterialsshall be loanedfree to suchchildrensubjectto
such rulesand regulationsas may be prescribedby the Secretaryof
Education,dueregardbeinghadto thefeasibility ofmaking loansof
particular instructionalmaterialson an individual basis.

“education” in original.
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(d) Purchaseof [Books] Textbooksand Instructional Materials.
The secretaryshall not be requiredto purchaseor otherwiseacquire
textbooks,pursuanttothissection,thetotalcostofwhich, inanyschool
year,shallexceedanamountequalto twelvedollars($12)for theschool
year1973-1974,[and] fifteendollars ($15)for theschoolyearbeginning
July 1, 1974 and twentydollars ($20)foreachschoolyearthereafteror
instructionalmaterials,thetotalcostof which, in anyschoolyear, shall
exceedanamountequaltofivedollars($5.00),multipliedby thenuniber
of children residing in the Commonwealthwho on the first day of
Octoberof [such] theschoolyearimmediatelyprecedingareenrolledin
gradeskindergartenthroughtwelve of a nonpublicschool.[within the
Commonwealth in which the requirements of the compulsory
attendanceprovisions of this act may be met.

(e) Purchaseof Instructional Materials andEquipment. Pursuant
to requestsfrom the appropriate nonpublicschoolofficial-on behalf-of
nonpublic school pupils, the Secretary of Education shall have the
power and duty to purchasedirectly, or through the intermediateunits,
or otherwise acquire, and to loan to such nonpublic schools,
instructional materials and equipment,usefulto the educationof such
children, the total costof which, in any schoolyear, shall be an amount
equal to but not more than twenty-five dollars ($25)multiplied by the
number of children residing in the Commonwealthwho onthe first day
of October of such school year, are enrolled in grades kindergarten
through twelve of a nonpublic school in which the requirements of-the
compulsory attendanceprovisions of this act may be met.]

Section2. Thisact shall takeeffect immediately.

APPRoVED—The 1st day of August, A. D. 1975.

MILTON J. SHAPP


