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No. 129

AN ACT

SB 955

Providingservicesfor thediagnosisandcorrectionofspeechandhearingdefects

to nonpublic school children.
TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Legislative Finding;Declarationof Policy.—Defectsin
speechandhearingare health-related.Theyare alsothefrequentcause•
of emotionalinstability inchildrenandarevitally connected-to-behavior
and to learningability. Servicesto remedythesedefectscan best be
conductedupon the premisesof the schoolwhich the child regularly
attends,and forcing childrento go to otherpremisesin orderto have
such needed services is found by the General Assembly of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniato be both inadequateand harmful.
The GeneralAssemblyexpresslyfinds anddeclaresspeechandhearing
correctionalservicesto be healthservices,andit is the intention of the
GeneralAssemblynow to maketheseavailable,on a generalandeven-
handedbasisto all schoolchildrenin the Commonwealth.

Section2. Definition.—As used in this act:
“Nonpublicschool” meansanynonprofitschool,6therthana public

schoolwithin theCommonwealthof Pennsylvania,whereina resident
of the Commonwealthmay legally fulfill the compulsory school
attendancerequirementsandwhichmeetsthe requirementsof Title VI
of the Civil RightsAct of 1964 (Pub.L.88-352).

Section 3. Provision of Services.—TheSecretaryof Education
directly, or throughthe intermediateunits out of their allocationunder
section922.1-Aof the actof March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),knownas
the “Public SchoolCode of 1949,”shall havethe powerandduty to
furnish free to nonpublic school students,upon the premisesof the
nonpublicschoolswhichtheyregularlyattend,servicesadequatefor the
diagnosisand correctionof speechandhearingdefectsprovidedthat
such servicesare also affordedto public schoolstudentsby the public
schooldistrict in whichsuch nonpublicschool is located.

Section4. Effective Date—Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The26thday of November,A. D. 1975.

MILTON J. SHAPP


