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No. 1995-26(SS1)

AN ACT

FIB 103

Amendingthe actof April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175),entitled “An actproviding for
and reorganizingthe conduct of the executiveand administrativework of the
Commonwealthby the Executive Department thereof and the administrative
departments,boards, commissions,and officers thereof,including the boardsof
trusteesof StateNormal Schools,or TeachersColleges; abolishing,creating,
reorganizing or authorizing the reorganization of certain administrative
departments,boards, and commissions;defining the powersand duties of the
Governor and other executiveand administrativeofficers, and of the several
administrativedepartments,boards,commissions,andofficers; fixing the salaries
of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive and
administrativeofficers; providing for the appointmentof certainadministrative
officers, and of all deputies and other assistantsand employes in certain
departments,boards,andcommissions;andprescribingthe mannerin whichthe
numberandcompensationof thedeputiesandall otherassistantsandemployesof
certain departments,boards and commissions shall be determined,” further
providing for basicbill of rights for victims and for responsibilitiesof local
correctionalfacilities.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section479.3 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175),
known asTheAdministrative Codeof 1929, is amendedby addinga clause
to read:

Section 479.3. BasicBill of Rightsfor Victims.—Victims of crime have
thefollowing rights:

(7.2) Wherethe offenderis subjectto an orderunder23 Pa.C.S.Cli. 61
(relating to protectionfrom abuse)and is committedto a local correctional
facility for a violation of the order or for a personalinjury crimeagainst
a victim protectedby the order, to receiveimmediatenotice of the release
of the offenderon bail.

Section2. Section479.8of theact, amendedMarch9, 1995(1stSp.Sess.,
P.L.960,No.2), is amendedto read:

Section479.8. Responsibilitiesof Departmentof Corrections, Local
CorrectionalFacilitiesandBoard.—(a) Within oneyearof theeffectivedate
of this act, the Departmentof Correctionsand the board shall develop
standardizedformsregardingvictim notification. The form shallinclude the
addresswhere theform is to be sent.The Departmentof Correctionsshall
develop a standardizedform which may be used by local correctional
facilities. In thecaseof countieswith victim-witnesscoordinators,the local
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correctionalfacility shall perform its responsibilitiesunder this section in
cooperationwith the county’svictim-witnesscoordinator.

(b) Where the departmentandboardhavereceivednoticeof a victim’s
desireto haveinputpursuantto section479.3(7),theappmpriateagencyshall
notify the victim sufficiently in advanceof a pending releasedecisionto
extendan opportunityfor prior comment.

(b.1) Localcorrectionalfacilitiesnoticeto the victimpursuantto section
479.3(7.2)shall occur immediately.

(c) The victim’s prior commentmay be oral or written and shall be
consideredby the departmentor the boardas to the advisability of release
andany conditionsof releasewhich may be imposed.

(d) Wherethedepartmentor localcorrectionalfacility hasreceivednotice
of avictim’s desire to receivenotification regardingescapeof theoffender,
the superintendentof the Statecorrectionalinstitutionor wardenof alocal
correctionalfacility shall immediately notify the victim of theescape.

(e) Wherethedepartmentor localcorrectionalfacility hasreceivednotice
of avictim’s desiretoreceivenotificationasprovidedfor in section479.3(8),
the superintendentof the Statecorrectionalinstitution or wardenof a local
correctionalfacility shallnotify thevictim of thecommitmentof theoffender
to amentalhealthfacility andthelocationof the facility within twenty-four
hoursof the commitment.

(t) All recordsmaintainedby the department,local correctionalfacility
and the board pertaining to victims shall be kept separate,and current
address,telephonenumberandanyotherpersonalinformationof thevictim
and family membersshall be deemedconfidential.

(g) Thedepartment,localcorrectionalfacility or theboardshallnotify the
victim of the final decisionrendered,the date of any releaseandrelevant
conditionsimposedprior to the releaseof theoffender.

Section3. Thisactshall takeeffect in 180days.

APPROVED—The17th day of November,A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


