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1862, P. L. 496; April 15, 1863, P. L. 501; April 9, 1864, P. L. 369;
March 4, 1865, P. L. 271; March 21, 1865, 2. L. 444; March 23,
1865, P. L; 675; February9, 1866, P. L. 23; March 27, 1866 P. L.
332; (the five acts of) April 11, 1866, P.. L. 562, 576, 709, 716, 737;
June 26, 1866. P. L. 1114; April 3, 1867, P. L. 601; April 8, 1867,
P. L. 940; (the four acts of) April 10, 1867, P. L. 996, 1021, 1071,
1082; April 13, 1867, P. L. 1224; March 12, 1868, P. L. 301; March
~8, 1868, P. L. 514; April 1, 1868, P. L. 573; Apr11 9, 1868, P. L. 779;
April 11, 1868, P. L. 865; AcrIl 14, 1368, P. L. 1122: AprIl 2, 1869.
P. L. 672; April 9, 1869, P. L. 800; April 13, 1869, P. L. 892; April
17, 1869, P. L. 1125; February 10, 1810, P. L. 123; February 24,
1870, P. L. 280; March 17, 1871, P. L. 411; May 29, 1871, P. L.
1279; March9, 1372, P. L. 295; March 18, 1873, P. L. 310; Apr11
8, 1873, P. L. 565; April 10, 1873, P. L. 700; May 23, 1874, P. L.
230; (the Iwo actsof) May 22, 1878, P. L. 96, 99; June 23, 1885,
P. L. 142; May 24, 1887, P. L. 204; April 4, 1889, P. L. 27; April
26, 1889, P. L. 64; May 23, 1889, P. L. 277; May 23, 1891, P. L. 108;
May 31, 1893,P. L. 185.

CHAPTER CCCIV.

AN ACT FOR IaAYI~GA DIJPY ON NEG~R0ESIMPORTED INTO THIS
PROVINCE.

We the representativesof the freemenof the province of
Pennsylvaniadesirethat it maybeenacted:

[SectionI.] Andbeit enactedby theHonorablePatrickGor.
don, Esquire,Governorof the Provinceof Pennsylvania,&c.,
by andwith theadviceand consentof thefreemenof thesaid
Provincein GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof the
same,That for every negro which shall be imported, landed
or broughtinto this provinceat anytime afterthepublication
of this act,otherthansuchnegroesasareactuallyshippedfor
sailorsandshall continuein theserviceof thevesseltheywere
brought in and not be exposedto sale in this province, and
other thansuchne~,roesasshall be brought or sent into thi~
provinceupontheir master’simmediatebusinessandnot to re-
main in the provinceand not for sale, thereshallbe paid for
the useshereaftermentionedthe sum of two pounds,lawful
money of America.

And that all mastersof vesselsand otherswho shallwithin
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the time aforesaidbring into this provinceby land or water
any negroesshall forthwith makeentry and give or causeto
be given, upon oath or affirmation, to the personhereinafter
appointedto collectthesaidduty or [his] lawful deputyatrue
and just accountof all the negroessoimportedor broughtin
andto whomtheyrespectivelybelong,whichthesaid collector•
shallduly enterin a book for that purposeandthereuponshall
granta permit, for which the personobtainingthe sameshall
paythesumof six pencefor everynegrocontainedin the said
permit for landingthem.

[SectionII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That everymasterof a vesselor otherpersonwho
by this act areobliged or ought to’ makesuchentry as afore-
said andshall refuseor neglectto makethe sameaccordingly,
‘ccithinthetimeandin themannerdirectedby this act,andbe-
ing thereofconvictedbeforeany onejustice of thepeaceor be-
fore the mayoror recorderof the city of Philadelphiafor the
time being, shall forfeit for everynegroof which he oughtto
give an accountto the collectorof the dutiesimposedby this
act the sum of thirty-five shillings, to be levied on the goods
andchattelsof thepartyoffendingby warrantunderthehand
and sealof the justice or of the mayor or recorderaforesaid
beforewhomthepartyis convicted.

And that every such importer, owner or claimer of such
negroesshall beforelanding of them pay down the said duty
in readymoney,orotherwisebecomeboundto thecollectorfor
thetime beingwith one or moresufficient suretiesor procure
someothersufficient personorpersonsto beboundto thesaid
collectorto answerandpaythesaidduty herebyimposedupon
suchnegroeswithin six monthsnext afterthedateof the said
obligation,for whichthecollectorshallreceiveof thepartyone
shilling andsix penceand nomore.

And if anyof the saidnegroesshall be imported, landedor
broughtin within thetime aforesaidwithoutmakingentryand
obtaining a permit asaforesaid,or without paying or giving
securityfor paymentof thesaidduty in manneraforesaid,that
thenall thenegroesso imported,landedor brought in, or the
valueof themif theycannotbe found,shall be forfeitedby the
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importer or owner; one moiety (after the said duty and all
c1tai~gesof seizureand prosecutionare deducted)shall go to
the governor for support of government,and the other half
(after the said deduction)to the said collector or suchother
personaswill suefor the samein any courtof recordin this
provinceby bill, plaint or information,whereinno essoin,pro-
tectionorwagerof law noranymorethanoneimparlanceshall
beallowed.

And that the said collectorof thesaid duty arising by this
actor his deputyshallhavefull powerandauthorityby virtue
hereof,withoutanyfurtheror otherwarrant,to enteron board
any ship or vessel and into any houseor placewhatsoever
whereheshallsuspectanyof thesaidnegroesto be concealed,
and makesearchesand do all othermattersand thingswhich
maytendto securethetrue paymentof the saidduty andthe
due andorderlycollectionthereof;and in caseof oppositionor
refusal,thesaid collectoror his deputy,with the assistanceof
thesheriff, water-bailiff, constableor otherofficer, who without
any further or otherwarrant areenabledand requiredunder
thepenaltyof five pounds(for everyneglectorrefusalin that
behalf,to be recoveredasaforesaid)to be aiding andassisting
unto the saidcollectorto seizethe saidnegroeswhich shallbe
concealedor endeavoredso to beasaforesaid,andfor that end
to breakopendoorsandotherthingsandto do andperformall
otheract andactswhich by this actis andarerequiredto be
donefor collecting,receivingandrecoveringthe saidduty and
thepenaltiesand forfeitureshereinmentioned,or for making
seizuresof negroeslandedorbroughtin withoutmakingentries
andpayingorsecuringthesaidduty, in asfull andampleman-
ner to all intents as any of the collectors or officers of the
Ring’s customsmayor cando by thelaws of GreatBritain.

[SectionIII.] And be it furtherenacted,Thatall mastersof
vesselsand otherstrading in the river Delawareand coming
into anyportorplaceof this provincehavingnegroeson board
which by this act are liable to pay the said duty are hereby
requiredto comply with thedirectionsof thisactasif suchves-
sels came from seadirectly, and that all personsobliged by
this act to pay the said duty shall apply to the said collector
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or his deputywithout anynotice givenor requestmadeby him
for [their] sodoing.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatin caseanyvesselshallarriveatanyport,mem-
ber, creekor landing-placein this provincewith anynegro or
negroeson board and thereremainthe spaceof twenty-four
hours without making entry, underpretenseof going to some
other port or any other pretensewhatsoever,the masteror
ownerof saidvesselshall give a trueaccountof thenumberof
negroeson board,andshall give securityto the said collector
that he shall not land any of the said negroeswithout entry
madeand permit obtainedfrom the said collectorunder the
penalty of seizureand forfeiture of the said negroes,to be
recoveredasaforesaid.

Providedalways,That if any of the saidnegroesfor which
the said duty is paid or securedasaforesaidshall within the
spaceof six monthsdie or be exportedor carriedout to sea,
then and in suchcasethree-fourthsof the said duty hereby
imposedshallbeabatedfor suchof them asshalldie orbe ex-
ported as aforesaid,and on payment of the remainingone-
fourth part the security given shall be delivered ‘up anddis-
charged,andtheofficer shallandmay deductfive shillingsper
headfor his careandtroubletherein.

Provided also, That all suchnegroesfor which suchdeduc-
tion shall be madeshallactually (andbonafide) be forthwith
shipped off or sent out of this province so as not to return
again•without complying with this act, under the penalty of
seizureandforfeiture as aforesaid.

Providedalso,Thatif anyperson‘or personsshall during‘the
continuanceof this acttransporthim or themselveswith their
families and negroesin order to settle in this province,and
shallupon oathor affirmationdeclarebeforethe said collector
or his, deputy,who are herebyempoweredto administerthe
same,that suchnegroesso broughtin arefor their own service
and not for sale,heor they shall not be liable ‘to paythe said
duty for suchnegroes,but shallforthwith give securityto the
saidcollector (which he is herebyempoweredand requiredto
take) by a bond of thefull valueof suchnegroes,conditioned
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for the paymentof the ratesaforesaidin casesuch negroes
shall be sold or the property of them directly or indirectly
alteredwithin the spaceof sixteenmonthsafter the dateof
suchbond.

And to preventthe clandestinepracticeof landingor bring-
ing in of negroesinto the remoteparts of this province by
mastersof vessels,merchantsor otherwisewithout making
entryof and payingthe duty for thesameaccordingto the di-
Tectionsof this act:

[SectionV.] Be it enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That
theconstablesof therespectivetownships,hundredsor wards
within this provinceshall and are herebyobliged upon oath
or affirmationto bringin alist to therespectivecourtsof quar-
ter-sessionsfor the city or county wherethey live of all the
negroesthat shall comeor be brought into their respective
townshipsor wards,andby whom the samenegroeswere im-

l)ortedorbroughtin, andin whosepossessionsuchnegroesare.
[SectionVI.] And be it furtherenacted,ThatOharlesRead,

of Philadelphia,merchant,shall be and is herebyappointed
the presentcollector of the said duty herebyimposedandre-
ceiver of all fines, forfeitures and penaltieshereinbeforeap-
pointed to be set, imposedand levied by virtue of this act,
which tile said collector,by himself or hIs lawful deputy, is
herebyempoweredto demand,collect, receiveand recoverof
and from all personsimporting, landing or bringing in any
negroesduring the continuanceof this act, and shall from
timeto timetakeall bondsrequiredto begiven asaforesaid.

And the said collector shall keeptrue and fair accountsin
writing of all suchtransactionsrelatingto thepremises,which
he shall from time to time submit to the view andinspection
of the provincial treasurerand lay the samebefore the as-
semblywhenrequired,and oncein six weeksor oftenerif re-
quired during the continuanceof this act pay into the said
treasurer’shandsall suchsumsof moneyasheshallreceiveby
‘~irtueof this act,andshalldeductout of thesamefor his own
usefive percentfor all sumssoby him paid,andshall further
be allowedby the said treasurerin the final adjusting of his
accountsall reasonablechargesby him expendedin theprose-



128 Tile S/a/u/esa/ LaicgeofPennsylvania. [1729

cution of thesaidseizuresandrecoveryof anyof the saidfines,
forfeituresand penalties,in pursuanceof this act.

Providedalways,Thatthesaid collectorbeforeheenterupon
the executionof his office shall be sworn or attestedbefore
somejusticeof thepeace,and shall,with oneor moresufficient
sureties,becomeboundin anobligationof five hundredpounds
to thetreasurer,conditionedfor thedueandfaithful execution
of his saidoffice,

And in caseof thedeathor removalof thesaidcollector,121,0
provincial treasurerfor the time being shall appointanother
in his steadto collectthesaidduty until someotherpersonbe
appointedfor that purposeby the general assemblyof this
province.

[Section VII.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,Thatif any personor personsshall at any time be
suedor prosecutedfor anythingdonein pursuanceof this act,
suchpersonor personsso suedor prosecutedmay pleadthe
generalissueand give this act and the specialmatter in evi-
dencefor their excuseor justification; and if the plaintiff or
prosecutorbecomenonsuit or forbear prosecutionor suffer
a discontinuance,or if a verdict passagainsthim in such
action, suit or information, the defendantshall have treble
costs, as in any caseswhere costs by law are given to de-
fendants.

PassedMay 10, 1729. Apparentlyneverconsideredby the Crown,
but allowed to becomea law by lapseof time, In accordancewith
the proprietary charter. SeeVolume III, Appendix V, Section I.
Repealedby theAct of Assembly paasedMarch 14, 1761, Chapter
467.

CHAPTER CCCV.

AN ACT FOR CONPINTJflqr~AND ESTABLISHING A FERRY PROM THE
LANDING.~pLACEOF JOSEPHKIRKBItIDE OVER DELAWARE RIVER
AT FALLS.

Whereasby an actof generalassemblyof this province,en-
titled “An act for establishinga ferry over Delawareat the


