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ber last, to the time of paymentor offer of paymentby the
supremeexecutivecouncil of thesaidfifteen th~usandpounds,.
such offer of payment shall be by calling upon the per..
sonsentitledto receivethesaidsumof fifteen thousandpounds
to appearin personor by [his or their] lawful attorney [or
attorneys]bynoticeto that effect, publishedin threesuccessive
weeklynewspapersof Philadelphia;ten daysafterthelast of
which noticesall interestuponthesaidsumshallcease.

PassedFebruary10, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, P. 409,etc. See

theAct of AssemblypassedMarch28, 1787,Chapter1284.

CHAPTERMCXXXI.

AN ACT TO DISSOLVE THE MARRIAGE OF NATHANIEL IRWIN AND
MARTHA, HIS WIFE.

(SectionI, P. L.) WhereasNathanielIrwin, of the township
of Warringtonandcountyof Bucks,ministerof thegospel,hath
appliedto this generalassemblyby petition, therein setting
forth that his wife Marthahathbeenguilty of adulteryandby
suchandotherpartsof herconducthasinducedhim to praythe
legislatureto granthim a divorcefrom herthesaidMartha:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasby authenticatedcopiesof
therecordsof two severalcourtsof justiceaswell asby other
evidencethe housearefully convincedthesaid MarthaIrwin
hathbeenguilty of the crimewith which sheis chargedin said
petition:

Therefore,
[SectionI.] (SectionIII, P.L.) Beit enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authorityof thesame,Thatthemarriageof thesaidNathaniel
Irwin with thesaidMarthaIrwin be dissolved,andit is accord-
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ingly herebydissolvedanddeclaredto benull andvoid asfully
andeffectually to an intentsandpurposesasif thesamehad
neverbeencontracted.

PassedFebruary17, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 412, etc.

CHAPTERMOXXXII.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER SECURING PERSONALLIBERTY AND PRE-

VENTING WRONGFUL IMPRISONMENTS.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereaspersonalliberty is a principal
blessing derivedfrom free constitutionsof governmentand
certainmethodsof proceedingshouldbeprescribedso that all
wrongful restraintsthereofmay be easily and speedily re-
dressed:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedandit is herebyenacted
by the Representativesof the Freemenof the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthority
of thesame,Thatif anypersonshallbeor standcommittedor
detainedfor any criminal or supposedcriminal matterunless
for treasonor felony the specieswhereof is plainly and fully
set forth in thewarrantof commitmentin vacationtime and
outof term it shall andmaybelawful to andfor thepersonso
committedor detainedorany oneonhisor herbehalfto appeal
or complainto any judgeof thesupremecourtor to thepresi-
dentof thecourt of commonpleasfor thecountywithin which
thepersonis so committedor detainedandsuchjudgeor jus-
ticeuponview of thecopyor copiesof thewarrantorwarrants
of commitmentor detaineror otherwiseuponoath or affirma-
tion legally madethat suchcopy or copieswere deniedto be
givenby thepersonor personsin whosecustodytheprisoneris
detainedis herebyauthorizedandrequireduponrequestmade
in writing by suchprisoneror anypersonon his or her behalf
attestedand subscribedby two witnesseswho werepresentat
thedelivery of thesameto awardandgrantanhabeascorpus


