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CHAPTER MCLII.

AN ACT TO SUSPENDAN ACT OF GENERA~LASSEMBLY OF THIS COM.-
MONWEALTH, ENTITLED “A SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT, ENTITLED
‘AN ACT TO ENABLE WILLIAM CLINGAN, THOMAS BULL~JOHN KIN-
KEAD, ROGER KIRK, JOHN SELLERS, JOHN WILSON AND JOSEPH
DAVIS TO BUILD A NEW COURT HOUSEAND PRISON IN THE COUNTY
OF CHESTER, AND SELL THE OLD COURT HOUSE AND PRISON IN
THE BOROUGH OF CHESTER.”i

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit appearsfrom a variety of peti-
tions remonstrances,memorialsand otherpaperspresentedto
andlaid beforethelateandpresenthouseof assemblyby avery
largenumberof respectableinhabitantsof thecountyof Ches-
ter thata very greatandgeneraldissatisfactionanduneasiness
prevailsandsubsistsamongthe greaterpartof thegood peo-
ple of thesaid countywith the said act and theintendedre-
moval of the seatof justicefrom theancientboroughof Ches-
ter to theTurksheadin Goshentownship, in thesamecounty,
theplacementionedin the saidrecitedact,andwith the erec-
tion of a court house,andprisonthere;andwith theunlimited,
dangerousand unprecedentedpowersclaimedby the commis-
sionersunderthe said act and havehumbly prayedthat the
said recitedact andtheactto which thesameis a supplement
maybe repealedorsuspended:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasit is but justandreasonable
that the grievanceswhich the good peopleof the said county
complainof shouldbe redressed;

Thereforein order to restoretranquility to the said county
of Chesterand to easethe minds of the good citizens andin-
habitantsthereof:

[SectionI.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the
authorityof thesame,Thatthesaidrecitedact,entitled “Sup-

1PassedMarch22, 1784, Chapter1087.



536 The Statutes at Large of Pennsylvania. [1782

plementto an act,entitled ‘An actto enableWilliam Clingan,
ThomasBull, JohnKinkead, RogerKirk, John Sellers,John
WilsonandJosephDavis,to builda newcourthouseandprison
in thecountyof Chester,and sell the old courthouseandpri-
sonin the boroughof Chester,’~1 passedon thetwenty-second
da.y of March in theyearof our Lord one thousandsevenhun-
dredandeighty-fourandeveryarticle,clause,matterandthing
therein,andin theactto‘which thesameis a supplement,passed
onthetwentiethdayof March, in theyearof ourLord onethou-
sandsevenhundredandeighty, shallbeandthesameis andare
herebydeclaredto be suspendedto all intentsand purposes,
andthatthecourtsof justiceto beheldafterthepassingof this
actin andfor the said countyof Chestershall sit andbeheld
in thesaidboroughof Chesterin thesamemannerastheywere
andwereusedandaccustomedto before the making the said
actsherebysuspendedor eitherof them,anythingthereincon-
tained to the contrary in anywisenotwithstanding,and also
that thepublic gaol or prisonfor thesaidcountyshallbeand
continueto be in the saidboroughof Chesterin mannerafore-
said.

(SectionIV, P. L.) And whereasit is but just that the nec-
essaryexpenseswhich havehithertobeenlegallyincurredunder
thesaidacts by the personswho weretherebyauthorizedand
appointedto proceedin purchasingthe ground and erecting
and building a new court houseand prison shall afterthe ac-
countsare liquidated and settledbe re-imbursedand paid by
theinhabitantsof thesaid countyof Chester;

To which end,
[SectionII.] (S.ectionV, P.L.) Be it enactedby theauthority

aforesaid,That RobertLoller, esquire,GeorgeSmith, esquire,
JonathanRoberts, (Upper Merion), John Jones, (Guiph) and
DoctorRobertShannon,“or any threeof them,shallbeandthey
are,herebyauthorized,appointedandempoweredto adjustand
settle the accountsand expendituresof all the moneysnec-
essarilyand legally laid out and expendedby the personsso
asaforesaidappointedby the aboverecited actsto purchase
the groundanderectthesaidnewcourthouseandprison, and
on thefinal settlementof saidaccountsshall report in writing
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under their handsand sealsto the commissionersof the said
countyof Chesterthe balancejustly andlegally dueto theper-
sonsaforesaid,which balancethe said county commissioners
are herebyauthorizedandrequiredto assessand levy on the
inhabitantsof thesaidcountyaccordingto thedirectionsof the
act for raising countyratesand levies.

PassedMarch 30, 1785. RecordedL, B. No. 2, P. 492. The act In
thete,~twasrepealedby theAct of AssemblypassedMarch 18, 1786,
Chapter1215.

CHAPTERMCLIII.

AN ACT TO DISSOLVE THE MARRIAGE OF HENRY WILLIS WITH MARY,
HIS WIFE.

(SectionI, P. L.) WhereasHenry Willis of thestateof Vir-
ginia by his petition hath representedthat his w~ife,lateMary
Ross (with whom he contractedmatrimony in this stateand
whois nowresidentwithin the same)hathbrokenher marriage
vows andcommittedthecrimeof adultery,andhathprayedthat
lie maybe divorcedfrom the saidMary andtheir marriagedis-
solved:Andwhereasthe factssetforth in the saidpetitionhave
beenfully provedby a convictionin a court of justice,a certi-
ficate of which hathbeenproduced.

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Beit thereforeenactedandit is
herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and
by the authority of the same,That from andafter the passing
of this act the marriageof thesaidHenryWillis with the said
Mary his wife shall beandherebyis declaredto be dissolved,
annulledandmadevoid, to all intentsandpurposeswhatsoever,
andthe said Henry andthe saidMary shall be and they are
herebyrespectivelyseparated,set free andtotally discharged
from their matrimonial contract,andfrom all dutiesandobli-
gationsto eachotherashusbandandwife, asfully, asif thesaid
contractof matrimonyhathneverbeenenteredinto by them.

PassedMarch 30, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 490.


