
602 TheS1aA~tesat Large ofPennsylvania. [1782

pay accounts,betweenthe first day of January,one thousand
sevenhundredandseventy-seven,andthetime of theirderang~
ment asaforesaid,settledin the samemanner,and like certi-
ficatesgrantedto them, asthe officers of the statenavy who
continuedin i~heservicehavereceivedor areentitledto by law~
andthe comptroller-generalis herebydirectedand authorized
to proceedaccordingly.

PassedApril 8, 1785. RecordedL. B. No~2, p. 541.

CHAPTERMCLXVII.

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING THE OFFICE OF A REGISTER OF ALL
GERMAN PASSENGERS, WHO SHALL ARRIVE AT THE PORT OF
PHILADELPHIA, AND OF ALL INDENTURESBY WHICH ANY OF THEM
SHALL BE BOUND SERVANTS FOR THEIR FREIGHT, AND OF THE
ASSIGNMENTS OF SUCH SERVANTS IN THE CITY OF PHILADEL-
PHIA.

(SectionI, P. L.) Wher~as,by severalactsof assemblyof the
provinceof Pennsylvania,all mastersofvessels,merchantsand
others,importingby landor by wateranymenor womenpas-
sengersorservantsareobligedwithin the spaceof twenty-four
hoursaftertheir arrival,to makeentryandgive or causeto be
given upon oathor affirmation to the officer for that purpose
appointed,a truea~udjust accountof all thenamesof theser-
vantsand passengersso imported, which accountthe saidof-
ficer shouldduly enterwith themayorof thecity of Philadel-
phia,if suchpassengerswere designedto be landedat Phila-
delphia. And that the said mayor should examineinto the
characterand circumstancesof such’servantsand passengers,
andgrantcertificatescontainingthenamesof all theservants
or passengerswhich heshouldjudgefit to belanded;andthat
everyindenture,wherebyany suchGermanpassengershould
be bound ‘to servehis or her masteror mistress,should be
acknowledgedbeforethemayororrecorderof thecity of Phila~
delphia,andhekeepandexactrecordthereofclearlyexpressing
the province,county,city, boroughor townshipwhereinsuch
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masteror mistressresides,and that the said mayorand re-
corderin the said city should in like mannerkeeparecord of
the assignmentsof servants,therein expressingtheplacesof
theassignee’sabode:

($ection II, P. L.) And whereassincethe changeof thegov-
ernmentof Pennsylvania,the officesof mayorand recorderof
thecity of Philadelphiahavebeenvacated,andthejusticesof
thepeaceof thesaid city collectively, orany threeof them by
an actof thiscommonwealth,areempoweredto do andperform
certainspecialmattersand things,formerlydirectedto bedone
andperformedby themayor,recorderandaldermenof thesaid
city; but no provisionhasbeenhitherto madeby law for reg-
isteringthenamesof theGermanpassengers,who shallarrive
attheport of Philadelphia,andtakingtheacknowledgmentof
the indenturesof suchpassengersasshall or maybind them-
selvesservantsfor their freight: And whereasreasonandjus-
tice requirethat the officer who is to executeso importanta
trust for foreigners,should be fully acquaintedwith their lan-
guage,andableto conversewith them.

[SectionI.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Beit enactedandit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authorityof thesame,Thatan office for registeringall German
passengerswho at anytimehereaftershallarriveat theport of
Philadelphia,andthe executionof all suchindenturesby which
any of suchpassengersshall bind him or herselfservantsfor
their freight, shall be and is herebyestablished;and that a
personunderstandingand speakingthe English and German
languageswith easeand propriety,an inhabitantof the said

city, in confidenceand reputationwith thepublic for his in-
tegrity and discretion, shall from time to time be appointed
and commissionedby thepresidentor vice-presidentin council,
and beingduly sworn to thetrue andfaithful performanceof
theseveraldutiesrequiredof him by this act,beforethechief
justice or any one of the judgesof the supremecourt of this
stateshall be the registerof Germanpassengersarriving in
the port of Philadelphia,andby virtueof his said office, shall
useandexerciseall thepowersand authoritiesof a justiceof
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thepeacefor thecity andcountyof Philadelphia,asfar asthe
sameshallbe requiredfor the supportandefficacyof his office
andthelawsrespectingtheimportationof Germanpassengers
andbindingthemoutservantsandnot otherwise;andthat the
healthofficer havingreceivedfrom thecaptainof anyvesselim-
porting Germanpassengersthe list of their names,shallwith
his Germaninterpreterreviewall thesaidpassengerson board,
men, womenand children, and inquire whetherany of them
are superannuated,impotent or otherwise likely to become
chargeableto the public, andmakereportthereofin writing to
the said register,who if he approvesthereof,shall enterthe
samein a book for that purposeto bekeptby him, andtrans-
mit the original thereofto theoffice of thesecretaryof the su-
premeexecutivecouncil andgive his orderandlicenseto land
suchof themasarereturnedsound,withoutanydefectin mind
and body.

[SectionIL] (SectionlIT, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That all indenturesof suchGerman
passengers,men,womenand children, by which they shall be
bound to serve,and all assignmentsof servantsmadewithin
the said city shallbe madeand acknowledgedbefore thesaid
registeror his lawful deputyand by him certified,andthefull
contentsthereofenteredand registeredin the samemanner,
andto thesameeffect,asservantsindenturesandassignments
of servantswere heretoforeby law madeand acknowledged
beforethe mayor of the city of Philadelphia,and by him reg-
istered;andthat all personswhom it may concernshallbeen-
titled to havea copy or abstractof suchregister.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIT, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the feesof the said register
shall bethe sameaswereusually takenby themayorsof the
said city, until it shallbe otherwiseprovidedby act of assem-
bly.

PassedApril 8, 1785. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 522. Seethe
Act of AssemblypassedJanuary27, 1749-50,Chapter381.


