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chasgers are made secure in their titles, whereby the persons, to
whos the care and custody of the estates of such lunaticy may
be committed, are prevented from collecting the purchase
money, and the purchasers cannot obtain sufficient titles. For
remedy whereof:

[Section I.] (Bection I, P. L.) Be it therefore enacted hy
the Senate and IHoust of Representatives of the Comimnonwealth
of Penngylvania, in General Assentbly met, and it is hereby en-
acted by the authority of the same, That whenever any contract
in writing has been made or shall be made for the sale of any
lands and tenements within this commonwealth, by any person,
who, after making the same, shall become lunatic or non
compos mentis, it shall be lawful for the purchaser, or pur-
chagers, under such contract to proceed to enforce the same
againgt the person and persons, to whom the custody of the
egtate of such lunatic has been or shall be committed, in like
form and with like effect, and the person or persons having such
custody shall have like remedy to recover the purchase money
under such contract, as in case of contracts for the sale of lands
and tenements provided for in and by the act to which thisis a

supplement.
Pasged April 14, 1794. Recorded L. B. No. §, p. 347, &ec.

CHAPTER MDCCXILIL

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE DISTRICT OF SOUTHWARK.

Whereas the laws now in force have, in consequence of the
improvements in the district of Southwark, become inadequate to
the purposes for which they were originally intended. And
whereag it is the duty of the legislature, not only to reniedy de-
fects which a change of circumstances has created, but also to
make such further regulations ag will tend to the advancement
of public happiness and public order.
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[Section L] (Section I, P. I.) Ie it therefore enacted by
the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Penngylvania, in General Asgembly met, and it is hereby en-
acted by the authority of the same, That the inhabitants of the
district of Southwark, as the same is bounded and described in
the act entitled “An act for erecting the southern suburbs of
the city of Philadelphia into the district of Southwark, for mak-
ing the streets and roads already laid out therein public roads
and highways, and for regulating such other streets and roads
as the inhabitants thereof may hereafter lay out, and for other
uses and purposes therein mentioned”* be, and they, and their
successors forever, are‘hereby constituted a corporation and
body politic, in fact and in law, by the name and style of “The
commissioners and inhabitants of the district of Southwark,”
and by the same name shall have perpetual succession, and they
and their successorg shall, at all times forever, be able and cap-
able in law to have, purchase, take, receive, possess and enjoy
lands, tenements and hereditaments, liberties, franchises and
jurisdictions, goods, chattels and effects, to them and their suo-
cessors forever, or for any other or less estate, and the same
lands, tenements and hereditaments, goods, chattels and effects,
to grant, bargain, sell, alien and convey, mortgage, pledge,
charge and encumber, or demige and dispose of, at their will and
pleasure,

Provided always, That no sale be made of any of the lands,
tenements or hereditaments, except such as herecafter may be
acquired, and that no part of the estate be mortgaged or encum-
bered for any sum, exceeding the amount of three years taxes,
within the said district, nor for a longer term than three years.

[Section TL] (Section IT, P. L.} And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That a majority of the commissioners
shall be a quorum for transacting all business, except for the
purchase or sale of real estate, for the mortgaging or encumber-
ing of the same, or for borrowing any money as aforesaid, for
which purposes the concurrence of ten members shall be essen-
tial, and the said commissioners shall receive no pecuniary com-
pensah(m for their services.

1Passed March 26, 1782 Cha.ptor 4381,
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[Section IIL] (Section IIL, P. I.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That the said corporation, by
the name and style aforesaid, are, and forever shall be, able and
capable in law to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded,
answer and be answered unto, defend and be defended, in all
courts of record, and elsewhere, in all actions, suits, complaints,
pleas, causes and matters whatsoever, and to do and execute all
things that to them, as a body politic and corporate, shall and
may appertain, and for that purpose shall have and use one com-
mon seal, and the same from timve to time sghall and may at their
will and pleasure change and make anew.

[Section IV.] (Bection IV, P. 1.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be law-
ful for the freemen of the said distriet, who are or shall be quali-
fied, agreeably to the constitution and laws of this state, to vote
for members to serve in the general assembly, to meet together
at the house now occupied by Catherine Fritz, in the said dis-
trict, for the first election, and afterwards, at such other place
as shall be appointed by the commissioners, between the hours of
ten in the morning and ten in the evening, on the first Monday in
May next, and then and there to choosge hy hallot, out of such of
‘the inhabitants of the said district, who, according to the laws
and constitution of this state, may be members of the house of
representatives of this commonwealth, in the manner prescribed
for choosing members to serve in the said house of representa-
tives, fifteen suitable persons, to serve as commisgioners in and
for the said district, and the five persons who shall have the
greatest number of votes ghall be commissioners for three years
next following; and the five persons who shall have the next
greatest number of votes shall be commissioners for two years
next following; and the five persons who shall have the next or
third greatest number of votes shall be commissioners for one
year thence next following and that, on the flrst Monday in
May, which will be in the year one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-five, and 8o on the first Monday in May annually forever,
five persons shall be chosen as aforesaid, to serve as eommission-
ers in the said district for the term of three years.
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Provided always, That no person shall be excluded from the
choice of the people, on account of his having before filled the
office of commissioner.

And provided also, That in all cases wherein the number of

votes shall be equal for two or more candidates, the preference -
shall be decided by lot to be drawn by the inspectors of the
election. : :
" [Section V.] (Section V, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That all elections, to be held in pur-
" suance of this act, shall be conducted by three inspectors, who
shall be elected in the same manner, and at the same place, as
the commissioners, on the Saturday preceding the election of the
said commissioners, between the hours of ten in the morning and
ten in the evening, and each of them shall take an path or
affirmation before entering on the duties in and by this act en-
joined, well and faithfully to discharge the same, according to
the best of his skill and abilities.

[Section VI.] (8ection VI, P. I.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That all elections to be held
in pursuance of this act, shall be held and conducted, except as
in and by this act is otherwise directed, in the same and like
manner, as, in and by the laws of this commonwealth, is or shall
be directed for holding of the general elections for persons to
gerve in the house of representatives, under and subject to the
same rules and penalties.

[Section VII.] (Section VII, P. I.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That when each election to be
had and held in pursuance of this act shall be closed, and the
number of votes for each person shall be ascertained, the judges
of the election as aforesaid, or a majority of them, shall prepare
and make, under their respective hands and seals, a return
thereof, containing the names of the commisgioners elect, with
the number of votes in favor of each, and shall, within two days
after the closing of each election, give notice in writing to each
of the commissioners elect of their respective elections, and shall
algo deliver, or cause to be delivered, the said return, together
with the tickets, lists of names, tally papers, and other docu-
mentg, sealed up, to the said commissioners elect, for the firat
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~election, and at each succeeding election to the commissioners
in office, at the times and places in and by this act appointed for
them to meet and receive the same.

[Section VIIL.] (Section VIIL, P.L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That the fifteen persons, who
shall, at the next election to be held in pursuance of this act,
have the highest number of votes for the office of commissioners,
shall meet together at the house now occupied by Catherine
Fritz, between the hiours of nine and eleven of the clock in the
forenoon of the fourth day next following the said election; and
that the five persons who shall, at every subsequent election,
have the highest number of votes for the said office of commis-
sioners, together with the ten commissioners whose time shall
not have expired, shall meet together, at such place as may be
legally appointed, between the hours of nine and eleven in the
forenoon, on the fourth day next following each and every elec-
tion to be held in pursuance of this act, and shall then and
there receive the said returns of commissioners elect, and shall
forthwith proceed to examine the same, and to judge and deter-
mine thereon. And for that purpose, the said commissioners
so met, or a majority of them, shall be judges of the said elec-
tions, and shall have full power and authorify to approve there-
of, or to set aside the same, and to order new elections, as the
law may require, to be held in the manner hereinbefore directed,
and at such times as shall be by them appointed, of which they
shall give at least six days previous notice, by handbills, posted
up in at least ten of the most public places within the distriet.

[Rection IX.] (Section IX, P. T.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That each and every commis-
sioner, who shall be elected and returned, and whose clection
ghall e approved in manner aforesaid, shall, before he enters
on the execution of his said office, take a solemn oath or
affirmation, well and faithfully to execute the office of a com-
missioner of the said district. " And shall thereupon, without
any further or other commisgion enter upon the duties thereof,
and shall hold and exercigse the same for the term for which he
shall have been elected as aforesaid. .

[Bection X.] (8ection X, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That if any commissioner of the said
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district shall misbehave in his said office, or shall fail or ne-
glect well and faithfully to discharge the duties thereof, it shall
and may be lawful for any number, not less than ten, of the said
commissioners, on the petition and complaint in writing of
thirty electors of the said district, fifteen of whom, at least,
shall be freeholders, to remove, in a summary way, any such
commissioner from his said office.

Provided nevertheless, That the said petition and complaint
in writing shall fully and minutely state all the causes assigned
for such removal, and no other cause whatever shall be assigned,
heard or inquired into.

And provided also, That a copy of the said petition and com-
plaint, with a notice of the time and place appointed for hearing
and inquiring into the same, shall be served on such commis-
sioner, at least ten days before any such hearing or inquiry shall
be made. :

[Section X1.] (Section XI, P. I.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That in case two or more
vacaucies shall happen, by death, removal or otherwise, a major-
ity of the board of commissioners may appoint special elections

- for supplying such vacancies, and for that purpose a writ, under

the hand of their president and seal of the corporation, shall -
issue, directed to the proper officers, and every special election
shall be held and conducted, and the proper return thereof made,
in manner and form, as is hereinbefore directed for the general
election; and the persons so legally chosen shall be commis-
gioners for the remainder of the time that the commissioners,
in whose places they were élected, had been elected for.
[Bection XII.] (8ection XII, P. I.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That the said commissioners,
when assembled together for that purpose, shall have full power
and authority to make, ordain, constitute and establish such
and so many laws, ordinances, regulations and constitutions,
not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this common-
wealth, as shall be necessary and convenient for the purposes of
ascertaining the toll and rates of wharfage of all articles brought
to public landings in the said district, for directing the conduct
of all persons concerned in buying, selling or acting on any
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part of the estate belonging to the said district; for fixing the
compensations of the officers appointed by the said commis-
sioners, for their respective services; for lighting, watching,
watering, pitching, paving, repairing and cleaning the streets,
lanes, and alleys; and for preventing and removing nuisances
therein, on the wharves, in the docks or elsewhere, and directing,
appointing and regulating the time, order and manner of light-
ing, watching, watering, pitching, paving, repairing, and cleans-
ing the said streets, lanes and alleys; and the same to enforee,
put in use and execution, by the proper officers, under such
penalties as they may prescribe, and at their pleasure to revoke,
alter and make anew.
~ Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall vest in
the said commissioners an authority to regulate the prices of
property or labor. ;

[Section XIIL.] (Section XIII, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the court of general
quarter sessions of the peace for the ecounty of Philadelphia shall
have, and they are hereby vested with, full power and authority
to inquire of, hear, try and determine all offenses which shall be
committed within the said district, contrary to this act, or
against any of the laws, ordinances, regulations or constitutions
that shall be made, ordained or established in pursuance of this
act, and to punish the offender or offenders, as by the said laws,
ordinances, regulations or constitutions shall be preseribed or
directed.

[Bection XIV.] (Section XIV, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That such and so many of the
gaid laws, ordinances, regulations and constitutions, as shall
not be published in two or more of the public newspapers pub-
lished in the said district, or in the city of Philadelphia, and in
handbills, within ten days from and after their being severally
pasged, ordained and established, and also recovded in the office
of the master of the rolls, who shall be allowed and paid for re-
cording thereof at the same rate as is allowed for recording the
laws of this commonwealth, within thirty days from and after
their being so as aforesaid passed, ordained and establighed.
shall he null and void.
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[Section XV.] (Section XV, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That before any of the said
laws, ordinances, regulations and constitutions, shall be go as
aforesaid recorded, the publications thereof, respectively shall
be proved by the oath or solemn affirmation of some credible
person, which oath or affirmation shall be recorded therewith,
and at all times be deemed and taken as sufficient evidence of
the time of such publications.

[Bection XVI.] (Section XVI, P. I.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That the said commissioners
ghall have full power and authority to limit, direct and appoint
the depth of all vaults, wells and sinks, hereafter to be dug in
the said district, for privies or necessaries, which regulation,
being o made as aforesaid, shall be published and recorded,
and the publication proved, in the same manner and within the
same period as is hereinbefore directed; and if any person or
persons shall dig, or cause to be dug, any such vault, well or
sink, for privies or necessary houses, of any greater depth than
shall be limited or appointed as aforesaid, every such person or
persons, so offending, and being thereof legally convicted in the
court of quarter sessions of the peace for the county of Philadel-
phisa, shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty pounds, and the said
vaults, wells and sinks shall be filled up at the expense of the
owners.

[Section XVII.] (8ection XVII, P. I..) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or persons
shall lay any foundation or party wall within the said district,
before they shall have applied to the regulators appointed by
the said commissioners, who are hereby required and empowered
to appoint three or more discreet and skillful persons for that
purpose. ,

[Bection XVIIL] (8ection XVIII, P. I.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the gaid regulators,
upon application to them made, shall have full power and au-
thority to enter upon the land of any person or persons, in order
to set out the foundations and regulate the walls to be built
between party and party, as to the breadth or thickness hereof,
which foundation shall be laid equally upon the lands of the
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persons between whom such party walls are to be made, and
the first builder shall be reimbursed one moiety of the charge
of such party wall, or for much thereof as the next builder
shall have occasion to make use of, before such next builder shatl
use or break into said wall, the charge or value whereof to be
fixed by the said regulators, or by arbitrators mutually chosen.

[Rection XIX.] (Section XIX, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all appeals hereafter
made from the order, direction and award of the said regulators,
shall be taken and made, and shall lie to the next court of com-
mon pleas to be holden for the county of Philadelphia, withiu
one calendar month from the time of making the order, direc-
tion or award, appealed from, but not afterwards, nor otherwise;
whereupon the said court, upon security being entered by the
party appealing for the payment of all costs, in case he or she

should not prevail in his or her appeal, ghall direct a venire to

the sheriff of the county, commanding him to summon a jury to
try the matter in dispute, and shall proceed therein according
to the course of common law.

[Bection XX.] (Bection XX, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person shall lay the
foundation, or begin to lay the foundation, of any party wall,
or any wall adjoining, or upon the line of any public street, lane
or alley, within the said district, before the line and boundaries
of the lot, or piece of land, whereon the said foundation shall be
80 laid, or began to be laid, shall be adjusted and marked out hy
the said regulators, or two of them, every such person, as well
employer as master builder, shall forfeit the sum of thirty
pounds, one half part thereof to the said commisgioners, to be
laid out in making or amending the public streets in the said dis-
trict, and the other half to the use of the informer, together with
costs, provided the prosecution be commenced within twelve cal-
endar months from the time the offense shall be committed.

[Bection XX1.] (Bection XXI, P. 1.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the regulators, so to
be appointed, shall enter in a book all directions, orders and
awards, by them made in pursuance of this act, and every such
order and award, if made with reasouable notice to the partier
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interested, shall be conclusive, unless the same be set aside upon
appeal as aforesaid, which book shall be provided by the said
commissioners and shall be under their direction.

Provided always, That no person umder age, non .compos
mentis, feme coverl, imprisoned, or heyond sea, or who shall
not have notice as aforesaid, shall be injured or affected by any
proceeding, order, direction, or award, until the expiration of
three years afterstheir coming to full age, return from beyond
sea, discoverted, being at large, of sound memory, or if within
the United States, until the expiration of one year after notice
in writing, within which periods his, her or their appeal may be
entered and prosecuted as aforesaid.

[Bection XXTII.] (Section XXII, P. L.) Aud be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said commissioners
shall have full power and authority to contribute towards de-
fraying the expense of making a common sewer under South
Street, to erect and cause to be erected on the public estate now
belonging to the said district, or which may hereafter belong to
the same, market houses, school houses and other public build-
ings, and to make, and cause to be made, any other improvements
on such estate, which they may judge necessary. ' _

[Section XXTII.] (Section XXIII, P. L.) And be it fur-

~ ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said commis-

sioners shall have full power ‘and authority, for the purpose of
carrying this act into execution, to lay and assess all the taxes
which could be laid or assessed by the assessors, supervisors or
commissioners of the said district, or others, at the time of pass-
ing this act, and shall also have full power and authority, in
like manner, to make and lay, yearly and every year, one addi-
tional rate or assessment, not exceeding five ghillings in every
hundred pounds, of the clear value of all the real and personal
estate within the said distriet, to be applied to the purpose afore-
said, and to appoint collectors for the same, from whom ade-
quate security shall be taken, which rate or assessment, being
fairly made, shall be transcribed in a book, to be kept by the said
commissioners, and a duplicate thereof shall be delivered to the
said collectors, by them to be appointed from among the inhabit-
ants of the said district, who are hereby authorized, enjoined and
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required to receive, collect, levy and recover the rates and assess-
ments, in the same manner and form, and by the same legal reme-
dies, which are by law appointed for recovering and collecting
the county taxes in the said district; and having received or col-
lected the same, or any part thereof, shall, at the end of every
month from the time of appointment, or when thereunto re-
quired, account with and pay to the person whom the said com-
missioners shall appoint their treasurer, all such sums of money.
which they shall have so collected during the preceding month,
deducting therefrom such sums as shall have been agreed upon
at the time of their entering security.

[Section XXIV.] (Section XXIV,P.L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the treasurer of the
said commissioners, before he undertakes his office, shall give a
bond, with two sufficient sureties, to the commisisoners, in such
penalty as they, from time to time, shall judge proper, con-
ditioned that he will well and faithfully execute his office, keep
regular accounts of his receipts and disbursements, pay all the
orders drawn on him by the said commissioners, or a majority of
their hoard, as soon as sufficient moneys shall come to his hands
from any of the funds under the direction of the commissioners,
and that he will, once in every year, or oftener if thereunto re-
quired, settle and adjust with the said commissioners a full and
just account, supported by proper vouchers, of all his receipts
and payments during the preceding time, and that upon his
death or the appointment of another treasurer in his room, which
the said commissioners, or a majority of their board, are hereby
authorized to do, whenever they see cause, he, his executors or
administrators, shall and will gettle and adjust all his accounts
- with the said commissioners, and pay the remaining balance in
his hands to his successor in office, charging for Lis trouble no
more than ghall be allowed him by the commissioners.

[Bection XXV.] (Section XXV, P. I.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That so much of all and
every act or acts, as directs, authorizes or requires any matters
or things to be done and performed, by the surveyors or regu-
lators, by the assessors and supervisors of the public highways,
by supervisors of the public landings and highways, by trustees
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or commissioners for the purchase of public landings within the
said district, or by all or any of them, or by any other person or
bodies politic or corporate authorized to lay taxes within said
district, or to'manage its concerns, shall, from and after the
fourth day after the election of the commissioners, by this act
constituted a body politic and corporate, be null and void, and
the said officers shall no longer continue in office, nor shall any
new appointment of such officers be made under any former law
or act of assembly. ‘

Provided nevertheless, That npthing herein contained shall
bar, prevent, or in any manner impede, the recovery of any sum
or sums of money, or of any other matter or thing, for the re-
covery whereof suits have been or may be instituted, but the
same may be carried on by the said commigsioners, hereby incor-
porated, to final judgment, execution and recovery.

And provided further, That all and every matter and thing
that has been commenced, begun or entered upon, by the said
surveyors, regulators, assegsors, supervisors, trustees and com-
missioners, or either of them, in pursuance of the powers aml
authorities in them vested, ghall be of the same force and effect,
as if this act had not been pasged, and may, from and after the
time last mentioned, be proceeded in and carried into effect,
agreeably to the directions of this act, as fully as the same might'
or could have been done by the said surveyors, regulators, asses-
sors, supervisors, trustees, and commisaioners, or either of them,
had this act not been made; and for this purpose, all contracts
and agreements made or entered into by the said surveyors, regu-
lators, assessors, supervisors, trustees and commissioners, or
either of them, in pursuance of the powers in them legally vested
previously to the time last aforesaid, shall be equally binding
upon the commissioners, and upon the person or pergons with
whom the same have been or shall be made, ag if the same had
been originally made and entered into by and between them.

[Section XXVI.] (8ection XXVI, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the-
fourth day following their first election, the commissioners here-
by incorporated shall be, and they are hereby fully authorized
and empowered, either by themselves or by proper persons to
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be by them appointed for that purpose, to do, perform and exe-
cute all such matters and things not hereinbefore provided for,
as the said surveyors, regulators, assessors, supervisors, trustees
and comimisgioners were, at and immediately before the passing
of this act, respectively authorized or enabled by law to do.
[Bection XXVIL] (Section XXVII, P. L.) And be it fur-
‘ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That for the well gov-
erning of the said district, and the ordering of the affairs thereof,
there shall be such other officers therein, and at such salaries or
otlier compensations as the commissioners shall direct, each and
every of which said officer and officers shall, nevertheless, before
entering on the duties of his office, take a solemn oath or affirma-
tion, well and faithfully to perform and execute the same.
. [Section XXVIII.] (Section XXVIII, P. L.) And be it fur-

ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all the rights of
the gupervisors of the public landings and highways, trustees
and commissionery, within the said district, in and to all lands,
tenements, hereditaments, ferries, wharves, markets, stalls, land-
ings, and landing places, goods, chattels, moncys, and effects,
whatgoever, and also all other lands, tenements and heredita-
ments, rights, franchises, liberties, privileges, goods, chattels,
moneys, and effects, whereof any person or persons, or bodies
politic or corporate, are seized or possessed, or which they, ov
any of them, hold or enjoy, in trust for or to and for the use of
the inhabitants of the said district, to which the said inhabitants
are in anywise entitled to, be, and they are hereby, severally anid
respectively vested in the said corporation or hody politic of the
district of Southwark, and their successors, in and by this act
established, by the name, style and title aforesaid, to and for the
use and benefit of the said inhabitants, and their successors, for-
ever; saving nevertheless to all and every person and persons
and bodies politic and corporate, his, her and their rights
therein,

(Section XXIX, P. I.) And to the end and intent that all
and singular the estate and estates, rights, privileges and in-
terests aforesaid, may be had and received by the said commis-
sionerg, and be by them and their successors faithfully applied
to and for the use of the said inhabitants and their successors,
forever,
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[Section XXIX.] Be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That all and every person and persons, and bodies
politic or corporate, who are or shall be seized or possessed of the
same, 'or any part thereof, shall, on reasonable request, deliver
the same to the said commissioners, together with all deeds, writ-
ings, evidences, books and papers, touching and concerning the
same, with proper assignments, where the same shall be necess-
ary, and just, true and fair accounts thereof; and whoever shall
fail therein, shall be liable to be sued for the same, and shall
moreover forfeit and pay to the said commissioners, any sum of
money, not exceeding twelve hundred dollars, to be sued for and
recovered in any court of record, and to be applied to the use
- of the inhabitants of said district. )

[Section XXX.] (Section XXX, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said commissioners
shall cause all accounts of receipts and expenditures of money to
be published, up to the thirty-first day of December, inclusive,
in each and every year, within three months thereafter; and
~ the vouchers In support of all charges may be viewed, at any
seasonable hour, by any taxable inhabitant, who may demand
the inspection thereof; and the said commigsioners shall algo
keep regular minutes of their proceedings, which may be ex-
amined by like persons, and at like times, as the accounts afore-
said, provided that no inspection thereof shall be permitted vn-
til three months after making such minutes, respectively, unless
ten commissioners, the names of whom shall be entered on the
minutes, consent thereto.

[Section XXXI1.] (Section XXXI, P. I..) And be it fur-
ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no misnomer of
the said corporation shall defeat or annul any gift, grant, de-
vise, or bequest to or from the said corporation, provided the
intent of the parties shall sufficiently appear on the face of the
gift, grant, will or other writing, whereby any estate or interest
was intended to pass to, or from the said corporation; nor shall
any disuser or nonuger of the rights, liberties, privileges, juris-
dictions and authorities, hereby granted to the said corporation,
or any of them, create or cause a forfeiture therof.

]



1794] The Statutes ut Large of Pennsyloania.

[Bection XXXII] (Section XXXII, P. L.) And De it fur-
ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That as often as any
doubts shall arise touching this act, the same shall in all courls
of law and equity, and elsewhere, be construed and taken most
favorably for the said corporation.

Passed April 18, 1794, Recorded L. B. No. 5, p. 210, &c.

Supplement passed March 27, 1795, Chapter 1814, See Act of March
3, 1800, Chapter 2117, as to enrolling of public ordinances.

CHAPTER MDCCXLIIL

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DAMAGES WHICH MAY HAPPEN BY FIRING
OF WOODS.

 Whereas it hath been represented that mumbers of persons

are in the custom of setting fire to the woods for different pur-

poses, thereby producing an extensive conflagration injurious to

the soil, destructive to the timber and the infant improvements

within this state. Therefore: ’

[Section I.] (Section I, P. L.) DBe it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by
the authority of the same, That whosoever shall at any time
hereafter wilfully set on fire, or cause to be set on fire, any woods,
lands, or marshes whatgoever within this commonwealth, so as
thereby to occasion any loss, damage or injury to any other per-
801 or persons, every such person or persons o offending and
being thereof legally convicted by the oath or affirmation of one
or more witnesses in the county court of quarter sessions where
the offence is committed, shall pay a fine not exceeding fifty
dollars and not less than twenty dollars; the one-half of such
fine to be paid to the informer and the other half to the overseer
of the poor of the township where the offence is committed for
the use of the poor in the said township.

{Bection I1.] (Section II, P. I.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That where any person or persons so
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