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CHAPTER MCMV.

AN ACT TO ALTER AND AMEND THE SEVERAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THIS COMMONWEALTH INCORPORATING THE CITY OF
PHILADELPHIA.1

Whereas,many of the citizens of Philadelphia haveprayed
for such alterationsin their charter of incorporation, as that
it maybe renderedmoresimilar to the frame of governmentof
this commonwealth,and it is reasonablethat the prayer of
their petitionsshould he granted. Therefore:

[Section I.] (Section I, P. L) Be it enactedby the Senate
and House of Representativesof the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, in (ieneralAssembly met,and it is herebyenactedby
theauthority of the same,Thatthe freemenof the city of Phila-
delphiaqualified to elect.meinbem’sof thegeneralasseniblyof this
commonwealth,shall meet togetheron the secondTuesdayof
Octobernext, andon the sameday yearly thereafter,andelect
by ballot twenty persons,qualified to serveas membersof the
houseof representativesof this commonwealth,to be members
of the commoncouncil, for theyearnext ensuingtheir election.

[Section II.] (Sectionif, P. Ti.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said freemenshall, on the
saidsecondTuesdayof Octobernext, alsoelectby ballot twelve
persons,qualified to serveas Senatorsof this commonwealth,to
be membersof the select council of the said city, who shall,
forthwith after their election, divide themselvesby lot ilIt()

threeclasses,the seatsof time first classshall be vacatedat time
expirationof the secondyear,andof the third classat theexpira-
tion of thethird year,sothat one-thirdmaybe choseneveryyear.

[SectionIII.] (Section III, P. L) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the whole legislative power of
the corporation of tUe said city shall be exclusively vested in
the said select and common councils, who shall perform all
legislativeacts,as separateanddistinct bodies,andshall exer-

iSee Act passedMarch 11, 1789, Chapter 1394.
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cisc, possessamid enjoy, all and singular, time legislative powers
which the mayoror aldermen,recorderandCommonCouncilof
time said city, in commoncouncil assembled,at presentmay, or
can lawfully andof right exerciseandenjoy.

[SectionIV.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Andbeit further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thatthe governorshall appoint one
recorderand fifteemi aldermenfor the saidcity, who ~hali hold
their offices during good behaviour,andwho shall exercise,pos-
sessand enjoy, all andsingular, time powersandprivilegesnow
exercised,possessedandenjoyedby the recorderandaldermenof
the saidcity, andwho shall meettogether,at suchtimesas may
be proper,for thepurposeof exercisingthe powersandprivileges
aforesaid (legislative powersonly excepted).

[SectionV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the aut1~orityaforesaid,That time membersof the selectand
conimoncouncilsshall,on the third Tuesdayof Octobernext,and
on the sameday yearly thereafter,meet togetherandelectvi~’a
voce oneof the saidnidernienas mayor of the saidcity, whose
duty (besidesthat of an aldermano time saidcity) shall be to

presidein the mayor’s court when present,to promulgatethe
by-laws, rules and ordinancesof the corporation, and to pay a
specialattentionto time clue executionandfulfillment of the same,
andwho shallbe entitled to receive,hold andenjoyall thee]nolu-
mentsnow attachedto t~tieoffice of mayor,or which, by time laws
andordinancesof time corporation,maybe hereafterannexedto
the same.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVI, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by time authorityaforesaid,That the doorsof time respectivehali~
of thesaidselectandcommoncouncilsshallhe openfor thead-
mission of all peaceableandorderly persons,who shall be de-
sirous of l)eilmg presemitat time discussionof any by-laws, ordin-
ances,rules,or regulationsfor the welfareandgoodgovernment
of the city.

[Section VII.] (Section VII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,That the aldermenwhich
shah be chosenat the electionto he heldon the first Tuesdayin
April in this presentyear,and the mayor and recorderwhich
shall be ch’~senby time said aldermenagreeablyto the laws now
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in force, shallhold their severalandrespectiveoffices until the
secondTuesdayin October next, andno longer,amid that from
andafter the saidsecondTuesdayin Octobernext, so much of
the act of the generalassemblyof this commonwealthentitled
“An act to incorporatethe city of Philadelphia,” passedthe
eleventhdayof March, onethousandsevenhundredandeighty-
nine,2 and of any and every supplementthereto, as is hereby
altered and supplied, (and no more), shall be thenceforth re-
pealed.

PassedApril 4, 1796. RecordedL. B. No. ~, p. 127, etc.

2Chapter1394.

CHAPTER MOMVI.

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE MARTIN NISSLY TO ERECT A WING-DAM ON
THE WEST SIDE OF CONESTOGA RIVER, IN THE COUNTY OF LAN-
CASTER.

[SectionI.] (Section I, P. L.) Be it enactedby time Senate
and House of Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in UeimerahAssemblymet, andit is herebyenactedby
time authority of the same,That ~lar~in Nissly, his heirs amid a~-
signs, be, and they are lmereby, authoHzedand empoweredto.
erectawing damn in the river Conestoga,frommi Imis own land on
time west side of [said] Conestogariver, in LancastertOWflShil),

in the countyof Lancaster,and to keel) time samein good repaim’
forever, andalso to lead off thereby,omi lmis own laud, so much
waterof the said.river asmaybe found necessaryfor the silI)pIy
of his or their water works, Provided always, That the said
Martin Nissly, his heirsandassigns,in erectingsaiddamn, shall
leave an opening of at least thirty-thmree feet wide, from low
water mark omi the eastshoreof said. river, which said opening
simall be kept imi good repair at all times by time said Martin
Nissly, his heirs andassigns,for the passingof rafts, boatsand
fish, Provided also, That time said Martin Nissly, his heirs and
assigns,shall not interfere with any private property on said
river.


