
1799] TheStatutesat Largeof Pennsylvania. ~15

warranton the treasuryof thecounty of Bedford, in favor of
thecommissionersof thesaidcounty,for thesumof four thous-
anddollars,which sumthe saidtreasurershallpayout of any
moneyshemayreceivein satisfactionof debtsdue by thesaid
county to the loan office of one thousandsevenhundredand
ninety-three,andout ofanymoneyshemayreceivefor oron ac-
countof arrearagesof taxesdueby thesaidcountyto thiscom-
monwealth,andfor theaforesaidsumof four thousanddollars,
or somuchthereofashemayactuallypayto thesaidcommis-
sionersin virtueof this act,the saidtreasurershallhavecredit
on thebooksof the comptroller-generalof this commonwealth,
on his producingthereceiptsof thesaidcommissioners.

[Se~tionII.] (SectionII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthecommissionersof thecounty
of Bedford,oramajority of them,areherebyrequiredto layout
or applyso much of themoneyhereingranted,asmaybe ex-
pedientin completingsaid bridgesandcauseways,andthe re-
mainderin repairingthestateroadthroughthesaidcounty,and
theiraccounts,asin othercases,shallbe subjectto examination,
adjustmentand settlementby the auditors appointedby the
courtof saidcounty.

PassedMarch 28, 1799. Recorded L. B. No. 6, p. 367, etc.

OHAPTERMMXLI.

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSIONERS OF MONTGOMERY

COUNTY, AND THEIR SUCCES~~RSIN OFFICE, TO RAISE MONEY,

BY TOLL, FOR COMPLETING A BRIDGE OVER THE PERKIOMEN CREEK,

ON THE ROAD LEADING PROM PHILADELPHIA TO READING.

Whereasit hathbeenrepresentedto the legislature,that the
meansheretoforeprovided for the erectionof a stone arch
bridgeoverthePerkiomencreek,in thecountyof Montgomery,
on theroadleadingfrom Philadelphiato theboroughof Read-
ing, have proved insufficient for the completionof the said
bridge,andit is thoughtan object of public concernthat the
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sameshouldbe speedilyfinished,and that adequateprovision
shouldbe madefor thatpurpose. Therefore:

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P.L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Oommonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet,andit is herebyenactedby
theauthorityofthesame,Thatit shallbelawful for thecommis-
sionersof the countyof Montgomery,for the time being, and
theirsuccessorsin office, to demandandreceive,from travelers
andothers,toll for passingthroughthe gateor gates,herein-
after authorizedto be erectedacrossthe said road, near the
bridgeover thePerkioniencreek,in the saidcountyof Mont-
gomery,on theroadleadingfrom Philadelphiato theb~orough
of Reading,and to stopany personfrom passingthrough the
said gateor gates,until they shall respectivelyhavepaid the
same,accordingto thefollowing rates,viz; For everyscoreof
sheep,tencents;for everyscoreof hogs,tencents;for every
score of cattle, twenty cents; arid so in proportion for any
greateror lessernumber;for every foot passenger,two cents;
for everyhorseor mule, four cents;for everysulkey, chairor
chaise,with onehorseandtwo wheels,twelve andanhalf cents;
for everychariot,coach,phaetonor chaise,with two horsesand
four wheels,twenty-five cents;for eitherof thelastmentioned
carriages,‘with four horses,thirty-sevenandanhalf cents;for
everycarriageof pleasure,underwhatevername,thelike sum,
accordingto thenumberof wheelsandof thehorsesdrawingthe
same;for everystagecoachwith two horses,twentycents;for
everysuchwagonwith four horses,thirty cents; for every
sleigh, six and a quartercentsfor every horse drawing the
same;for everysled, five centsfor every horsedrawing the
same;andfor everywagonor cart,six anda quartercentsfor
everyhorsedrawingthe same;andin all cases,two oxen shall
beestimatedequalto one horse.Providedalwaysnevertheless,
Thatnothingin this actcontainedshallbe construedto prevent
the said commissionersfrom contractingwith any personor
persons,desirousof using the saidbridge, for anannualsum,
in lieu of thetoll hereinbeforementioned.
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[SectionII.] (SectionII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That to facilitate the collection of
the said toll, it shall and may be lawful for the said com-
missionersto erectoneormoregates,nearorcontiguousto the
saidbridge,andto alterorremovethesame,asoccasionmayre-
quire; and alsoto appointsuchand so manypersonsasthey
maythink properto attendthe saidgateor gates,andreceive
toll from travelersandothers,accordingto theratesaforesaid.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIII, P.L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That if any toll-gatherershall de-
mandor receiveanyotherorgreaterratesorpricesfor passage
overthesaidbridge,thanarehereinbefore specified,theperson
so offendingshall,for everysuchoffence,forfeit and paythe
sum of twentydollars,onemoiety to the commissionersafore-
said,towardsdefrayingtheexpensesof thesaidbridge,andthe
othermoiety to thepartycomplaining,or whomaysuefor the
same,to be recoveredbeforeanyjusticeof thepeaceof thesaid
county,who is herebyempowered,on informationmadeto him,
on oathor affirmation,of anysuchoffence,to issuehis summons
or warrantto any constableof the county,commandinghim to
bring, or causeeverypersonagainstwhom such information
shall be madeto comebeforehim; andon dueproof of suchof-
fence,to convict suchpersonthereof,and to issuehis warrant
to any suchconstableto levy the said sum of money on the
goodsandchattelsof the offender,by distressandsalethereof;
and in caseno goodsor chattelsof theoffendercanbe found,
on which to makesuchdistress,thento takehisbody and com-
mit him to thegaolof theaforesaidcounty,until the saidsum
be paid. Providedalways,That anypersonso convicted,who
shallfind himself aggrievedthereby,may,within tendaysafter
suchconviction,appealto thenext courtof quartersessionsof
the county,which appeal,on giving securitybeforethesaidjus-
tice,by oneormoresufficient sureties,in apenaltynot lessthan
doublethesumsuedfor, to payall costs,shallbe allowed; and
if theconvictionso madeby the saidjusticeshallbe confirmed,
thesaidjustice shallproceedto levy thesaidforfeiture, in the
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mannerhereinbeforedirected. Andprovidedalso,Thatno suit
or actionshallbebroughtaftertwentydaysfrom thetimewhen
theoffencewascommitted.

[SectionTV.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Andbe it furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That the saidcommissionersshall
havepowerto makesuchallowanceto thepersonsemployedin
thecollection of toll, or renderingother servicesin pursuance
ofthis act,astheymaydeemreasonable;andeachcommissioner
shallhaveandreceivefor his personalservicesone dollar and
sixty-sevencentsper day, for everydayduringwhich beshall
be actuallyengagedin dischargingthe dutiesenjoinedby this
act,all whichshallbe paidout of thereceiptsof toll arisingfrom
thesaidbridge.

[SectionV.] (SectionV, P.L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,That it shallbe lawful for the said
commissioners,if theyshalldeemthesameexpedient,to borrow
moneytowardscompletingthe aforesaidbridge,payingthere-
for aninterestnot exceedingtherateprescribedby law, andby
suitableinstrumentsof writing, which they areherebyauthor-
izedto execute,to pledgethetolls of the saidbridgefor there-
paymentthereof. Providednevertheless,That the collection
andreceiptof thesaidtoll shallcontinueto be transactedby the
saidcommissioners.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVI, P.L.) Andbeit furtherenacted
bytheauthorityaforesaid,Thatnosuchtolls shallbe demanded,
afterthe expirationof five yearsfrom and after the fixing of
said gatesacrosssaidroad, andfrom andaftertheexpiration
of said term, thepassageover saidbridge shall be free to all
personscrossingthe same,anythinghereinbeforecontainedto
the contrarynotwithstanding.

[Section VII.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That it shall be the duty
of thesaidcommissionersto keepandpreservea just and true
accountof all their receiptsand expendituresof the moneys,
which shallcometo theirhandsby virtue of the provisionsof
this act, and they shall annually,at thetime appointedby law
for the settlementof their accountsascountycommissioners,
furnish a statementof theirsaid receiptsandexpenditures,ac-
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companiedby propervouchers,to thepersonswho shallbeap-
pointed to settle their saidaccountsas county commissioners,
who shall in like manner,examine,settleand adjustthesame;
andit shallbe thedutyof thepersonsso appointedto settle the
sataaccountsto lay a copy of the same,annually,beforethe
courtof quartersessionsof the peaceof thecountyaforesaid;
and wheneverit shall appearto the satisfactionof the said
court, that a sum hasbeenraised,which, in addition to the
meansheretoforeprovided,is sufficient to defraytheexpenses
of completingtL said bridge, and paying the chargeswhich
shallhavebeenincurredin thecollectionof toll beforetheafore-
saidperiod,thesaidcourtshallmakeanorderdeclaringthesaid
bridge to be free, and no toll whatevershall thereafterbe re-
ceivedfor passingoverthesaidbridge.

Passed March 28, 1799. Recorded L. B. No. 6, p. 836, etc.

CHAPTERMMXLII.

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE TRUSTEES OF THE MINISTERS AND

ELDERS, CONSTITUTING THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRES-

BYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Whereasthe ministers and eldersforming the general as-
sembly of the Presbyterianchurch of the United States of
America,consistingof citizensof thestateof Pennsylvania,and
of othersof the United Statesof America aforesaid,have,by
theirpetition, representedthatby donations,bequestsor other-
wise, of charitablydisposedpersons,they are possessedof
moneysfor benevolentandpiouspurposes,and thesaidminis-
ters and eldershavereasonto expectfarthercontributionsfor
similar uses,but from thescatteredsituationof thesaidminis-
tersandelders,andothercauses,thesaidministersandelders
find it extremelydifficult to managethe saidfunds, in theway
bestcalculatedto answerthe intentionof the donors. There-
fore:


