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CHAPTERMMCXXII.

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE ELECTORSOF THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH-
WARK, AND THE ELECTORSOF THE TOWNSHIP OF THE NORTHERN
LIBERTIES, EACH TO CHOOSEFOUR INSPECTORS,AND THE TOWN-
SHIP OF GERMANTOWN TO CHOOSE ONE ADDITIONAL INSPECTOR,
TO SERVEAT THE GENERAL ELECTIONS.

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That, from andafter the passingof
this act, the electorsof the district of Southwarkshall choose
four inspectors,andtheelectorsof thetownshipof theNorthern
Liberties shall choosefour inspectors,and the electorsof the
township of Germantownshall chooseone additional inspector,
to serveatthegeneralelections,atthe sametime andplaces,and
in thesamemanner,asis prescribedby thesecondsectionof the
act, entitled, “An act to regulatethe general electionswithin
this commonwealth,”1anythingin that or any formerlaw to the
contrary in anywisenotwithstanding.

PassedMarch 7, 1800. RecordedL. B. No. 7, p. 129.

CHAPTERMMCXXIII.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE TOWN OF FRANKFORD, IN THE
COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA.

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That the town of Frankford,in the

IPassedSeptember13, 1785, Chapter 1175.
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countyof Philadelphia,shallbe, andthesameis hereby,erected
into a borough,which shall be calledthe boroughof Frankford,
andshallbecomprisedwithin thefollowing boundaries,viz: Be-
ginning at a corner by the side of Frankford creek,between
landof RudolphNeff andlandnow or lateof HenryRover, and
extendingthencedown Frankfordcreekonehundredandninety-
five perches,orthereabouts,to themouthof Taconycreek;thence
up Tacony creekon its severalcoursesabout six hundredand
tenperchesto a cornerof JacobSmith’s land, thenceby landof
the said JacobSmith, Robert Smith and others,south thirty-
eight degreesfifteen minuteswestfourhundredandnineperches
andsix-tenthsof a perch,to theplaceof beginning.

[SectionII.] (SectionII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That it shallbe lawful for the free-
menof thesaidborough,who shallhaveresidedthereinoneyear
immediatelyprecedingthe day of election,andwho are or shall
be otherwisequalified, agreeablyto the constitutionand lawsof
this state,to votefor membersof the generalassembly,to meet
togetherat the Frankfordacademy,for the first election,and
afterwardsat suchplace within the said boroughthat the bur-
gesses,for the time being, may appoint, betweenthe hours of
two and six o’clock in theafternoon,on the first Mondayin the
monthof May next,andon that dayin thesamemQnthannually,
and thenand therechoose,by ballot, out of suchof the inhabi-
tantsresidingwithin thesaidborough,who, accordingto thecon-
stitution and laws of this state,may be membersof thehouse
of representatives,in the mannerprescribedfor choosingmeni-
bersof the said houseof representatives,two suitablepersons
for burgesses,the one having the highestnumberof votesto be
the chiefburgess,andfive suitablepersonsfor assistants,to ad-
visewith and aid thesaid burgessesin the executionof the au-
thoritiesherebygiventhem,andalsoonesuitablepersonfor high
constable;but if it shouldhappenthat two personsshouldhave
thelike numberof votesfor chiefburgessor constable,thejudges
of the electionshall decideby lot who shall taketheoffice.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIII, P.L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That a]l electionsto beheld in pur-
suanceof this act,shallbe conductedby threejudges,whoshall
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be electedin the samemanner,and at the sameplace, as the
burgesses,assistantsand high constable,on the Saturdaypre-
ceding the electionof the said burgesses,assistantsand high
constable,betweenthe hours of two and six in the afternoon;
and eachof them shall takean oathor affirmation beforeenter-
ing on the dutiesin andby this actenjoined,well andfaithfully
to dischargethe same,accordingto thebestof his skill andabili-
ties; and thesaid judgesshall receiveand countthe votes,and
declarethe personsduly elected; whereuponduplicatecertifi-
catesof the personsso electedshall be signed by the judges
chosenasaforesaid,onewhereofshallbetransmittedto theclerk
of the courtof quartersessionsof the county,within threedays
afterthe said election,aud the other filed amongthe recordsof
thecorporation.

[Sectionlv.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaid burgessesand freemen,
duly qualifiedto electasaforesaid,and their successorsforever
hereafter,shall be one body politic and corporatein law, by the
nameof “The Burgessesand Inhabitants of the Borough of
Frankforcl, in the County Philadelphia;“ and shall have per-
petual succession;and they and their successors,by the name
aforesaid,shall, at all times hereafter,be personsableandcap-
ablein law tp receive,purchase,or otherwisehold and possess
lands, tenements,rents, jurisdictions, liberties, franchisesand
hereditaments,to them and their successors,in fee simple, or
for term of life, lives, years,or otherwise,and also goodsand
chattels,andall otherthings of whatsoeverkind or nature;and
alsoto give,grant, let, sell andassignthesamelands,tenements,
goodsandchattels,andto do and executeall other thingsabout
thesame,by thenameaforesaid;andthey shallforeverhereafter
be personsableandcapablein law to sueandbesued,pleadand
he impleaded,answerand be answeredunto, defendand be de-
fended, iii all or any courts within this commonwealth,in all
mannerof actions,suits, complaints,pleas,causesandmatters
whatever. And it shallandmaybe lawful for thesaidburgesses
and inhabitants,and their successorsforever, to haveand use
onecommonseal,for thesealingof all businesstouchingthesaid
corporation,andthe same,from time to time, at their pleasure,
to alter, changeand make anew.
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[SectionV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That theburgessesandassistantsso
chosen,or amajority of them,who shallbe competentto do busi-
ness,shallhavefull power andauthority to makeall suchordil-
nances,rulesandregulations(notrepugnantto theconstitution
and laws of this commonwealth)as may be necessaryfor im-
provingthestreets,lanesandalleys,andfor regulatingthedepth
of all wells, vaultsandsinksfor necessaries,within thesaidbor-
ough, and the sameto annul,alter and makeanew, as occasion
may require,andalso assess,collectand appropriatesuèhtaxes
(not exceedingone centin the dollaron thevaluationof thelast
countyrates,unlessahigher tax shallbeagreedto by a majority
of the electors called togetherfor that purpose)as they shall
think bestcalculatedto promotetheinterestsof thecorporation.
And thesaidburgessesandassistantsmayappointall suchother
officers,asshallbe requisiteto carryinto completeeffect thepro-
visionsof this act,and displacethem,at theirpleasure,andhave
all otherpowers necessaryfor the well ordering and better
governmentof thesaid borough.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVI, P.L.) Andbe it furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatif any personelectedasafore-
said, shall refuseto servetheoffice to which he shall havebeen
elected,thenit shallbe lawful for theotherburgessesandassis-
antsto appointsuchotherpersonor persons,asmaybe properly
qualified to serve,insteadof the personor personsso refusing,
andmayalsofill up all vacanciesoccasionedby the death,resig-
nationor removalof anyofficer, which appointmentsshallbe as
valid asif thepersonshadbeenchosenby thefreemenof thebor-
~oughat their annualelection;andthesaidburgessesarehereby
empoweredand authorized,upon their own view, or in other
lawful manner,to removeall nuisancesin the streets,lanesand
alleys within the said borough,as they shall see occasion,and
all fines and forfeitures incurredin pursuanceof this act, or
underthe ordinancesof the said burgessesand assistants,shall
be recoveredbefoietheburgesses,or either of them,or any ins-
tice of the peace,residentwithin the said borough,for the use
of the corporation.
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[SectionVII.] (SectionVII, P. Ii.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,Thatit shall be lawful for
the said burgessesandassistantsto appointthreediscreetper-
sons,who shallbe called regulators,and who, upon application
beingmadeto them, shallhavepowerto enterupon thelandof
anypersonor persons,in orderto markout thefoundations,and
regulatethe walls to be built betweenparty andparty (a stone
wall not to exceednine inches,and a brick wall not more than
four inchesandanhalf over theline) asto thebreadthor thick-
nessthereof,which foundationsshallbe equally laid on thelands
of the partiesbetweenwhom suchparty wall is to bebuilt; and
thefirst builder shallbe reimbursedonemoiety of thechargeof
suchparty wall, or suchpart thereofasthe next builder shall
have occasionto occupy before the next builder shall use or
breakinto thesaidwall, thechargeor valuewhereofto be fixed
by thesaidregulators,or by refereesmutuallychosen.

[SectionVIII.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatif anypersonor persons.
beginto lay thefoundationof a~nypartywall or building, unless
theotherpartyorparties,beingof full age,or if underage,their
guardiansor representatives,agreeand consentthereto,or of
anywall fronting on thestreets,lanesor alleys,soasto encroach
on lines or limits establishedby the burgessesand assistants
aforesaidwithin the said borough,before the place be viewed
and directedby thesaid regulators,or any two of them, or pro-
ceedotherwisethan in the mannerdirectedby the said regula-
tors,everysuchpersonor personsshall, on conviction,paya fine
not exceedingonehundreddollars,togetherwith costsof prose-
cution, for theuseof the corporation.

[SectionIX.] (SectionIX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That if any personor personsshall
think him, her or themselvesaggrievedby the judgmentof the
burgesses,or any justice,by virtue of this act,or by the direc-
tion or orderof theregulators,he, sheor they mayappealto the
next court of quartersessionsto be holdenfor thesaid county,
who shall finally adjustand settlethe same;and the costsof
suchappealshall bepaidasthe court shall direct.
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[SectionX.] (SectionX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatbeforeanyof thesaidburgesses
or assistants,or otherofficersshallenteruponthedutiesof their
respectiveoffices, they shall takeandsubscribean oathor affir-
mation of allegianceand. fidelity, asby thelawsof this common-
wealthare in suchcasesmadeand provided, togetherwith an
oathor armationfor thedueexecutionof their respectiveoffices;
and every chief burgessso electedor appointed,from year to
yearasaforesaid,shall, within ten daysafterhis election,take
the oathor affirmation beforesomejustice of the peacefor the
countyaforesaid;andall otherofficers of theboroughmayeither
be qualified asaforesaidbeforethe chiefburgess,or before any
justiceof th~county.

[SectionXI.] (SectionXI, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That theburgessesand assistantsof
thelastyear,shallcontinueto exercisetheir respectivefunctions
for theensuingyear,oruntil suchappointmentsarelegallymade,
asshall fill up suchoffices for theremainderof that year,but in
order to preventany neglectof the annualelections,aswell as
to give opportunityfor all thevotersto be apprisedof thetime,
it shall be the duty of the burgessesfor thetime being,or such
officer astheir future ordinancesshall direct, to advertisethe
same,atleastsix daysbeforesuchdayof election,andin at least
six of the mostpublic placeswithin the saidborough.

[SectionXII.] (SectionXII, P. T.) And be it further
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatso longastheboroughof
Frankfordshall continueto be andremaina part of the town-
ship of Oxford, the powersand dutiesof the supervisorsof the
highways,overseersof thepoor,and constablestherein,shallbe
thesamein every respectas heretofore,anything in this actto
the contrarynotwithstanding.

PassedMarch 7, 1800. RecordedL. B. No. 7, p. 121.


