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four year public high school or its equivalentand,as a
part thereof or in addition thereto, shall havesuccess-
fully completeda courseof not less than eight months
in shorthandand typewriting, at an annual salaryof
three thousandsix hundred sixty-six dollars ($3666),
each;

In lieu of any one of the said stenographers,the
President pro tempore may appoint two part time
stenographerswho shall possessthe same qualifications
as aboveat an annual combinedsalary of three thousand
six hundredsixty-six dollars ($3666).

a * * * *

APPROVED—The20thdayof September,A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 648

AN ACT

Amendingthe act of June 12, 1951 (P. L. 533), entitled “An act
relating to mental health, including mental illness, mental de-
fect, epilepsyand inebriety; and amending,revising, consoli-
dating and changingthe laws relating thereto,” regulatingvol-
untaryadmissionof minors to institutionsandfurtherregulating
emergency commitments.

The Mental The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Penn-
~

5
a~th Act of sylvania hereby enactsas follows:

Section 301. act Section 1. Section 301 act of June12, 1951 (P. L.
of June12:1951, 533), known as “The Mental Health Act of 1951,”
amen~d~ amendedJanuary 14, 1952 (P. L. 2053), is amended
P. L. 2053, fur- to read:
ther amended.

Section 301. Applicationfor Voluntary Admission.—
(a) Application for voluntary admissionas a patient

may be made—
(1) By any personthought to be mentally ill, to the

superintendentof any mentalhospital.
(2) By any epileptic twenty-oneyearsof ageor older,

to the superintendentof any school or institution for
the careof epileptics.

(3) By any inebriate, to the superintendentof any
mental hospital, institution for the care of inebriates,
or of any general hospital maintaining a psychiatric
departmentor ward.

(4) In the interest of any person under twenty-one
years of age thought to be mentally ill, to the superin-
tendentof any mental hospital.
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(b) Every such application shall be in writing, and
signedby the applicantin the presenceof at least one
witness. In the caseof a personunder twenty-oneyears
of age,the applicationshall be in writing, andsignedby
the person’s parent or guardian or other person liable
for his support.

Section 2. Section 304 of the act is amendedby add-
ing, aftersubsection(a), anew subsectionto read:

Section 304. Limits of Detention of Voluntary
Patients;Notice to Relatives,etc.— * * a

(a.1) No personunder twenty-oneyears of age ad-
mitted shall be detainedfor more than ten days after
the person who applied for his admission has given
written notice to the superintendentof intention or
desire to remove the patient. Under no circumstances
shall a personunder twenty-oneyears of age admitted
voluntarily remain a patient for morethan thirty days,
unlessprior to the expiration of such thirty day period,
an order of court is obtainedcommittingthepersonto the
institution. It shall be the duty of the Departmentof
Public Welfareto advisethe personadmittedof his right
to releaseunlesssuchorder of court is obtainedand also
of hisrights with respectto the hearingbefore the court.

a a a a a

Section 304 of
the act, amended
by adding a new
subsection (a.1).

Section 3. Subsection(c) of section 311 of the act is Subsection(c),
section 811 ofamendedto read: the act,amended.

Section 311. Admissionby Superintendenton Appli-
cation of Relative, etc., and Physician’s Certificate.
_. S *

(c) Every application shall be in writing on a form
prescribedby the department. [The applicant shall
statethe name, sex, ageand residenceof the patient,
the opinion that the patient is mentally ill, mentally
defectiveor epileptic,andthat the patient is a fit subject
for careand will be benefitedby admission;the facts
on which such opinions are based, and any other in-
formation requiredby the department. If anyinforma-
tion required is unknown to the applicant, he shall
so state.]

* * a a a

Section 4. Subsection(a) of section 312 of the act,
amendedSeptember22, 1951 (P. L. 1429),January14,
1952 (P. L. 2053) andNovember30, 1959 (P. L. 1610),
is amendedto read:

Section 312. Contentsof Physician’s Certificate.—
(a) In every qualified physician’scertificaterequired

by this act for the admissionor commitmentof apatient,
the physician issuing the same shall state

Subsection (a),
section 312 of
the act, amended
September 22,
1951, P. L. 1429,
January 14.
1952, P. L. 2053
and November
30, 1959, P. L.
1610. further
amended.
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[(1) His residence;

(2) That he has resided in this State for at least
oneyear;

(3) Thathe hasbeenlicensedto practicemedicineor
osteopathyin this State;

(4) That he has beenin the actualpracticeof medi-
cine or osteopathyfor at least threeyears,or has had
at least one year’s experienceasa medicalor an osteo-
pathic physicianin an institution;

(5) That he is not relatedby blood or marriage to
the patientor applicant;

(6) That he is not a memberof the full-time staff of
the institution to which admissionis sought;

(7) That he has examinedthe patientwith careand
diligence within a week of making the certificate;

(8) That, in his opinion, the patient is or is thought
to be mentallyill, mentallydefective,inebriateor epilep-
tic, or is in needof and will be benefited by care and
the admissionapplied for;

(9) The information relative to the patient given
him by others, and the facts as to the physical and
mental conditionandthe behaviorof the patient which
he hasobservedand on which he baseshis opinion;

(9.1) In the caseof mentaldeficiency,the resultsand
conclusionsfrom recognizedpsychologicaltests;and

(10) Such other information as the particular re-
questfor admissionor commitmentor as thedepartment
may require.] such information as the departmentmay
require O?1 a form prescribedby the department.

Subsection (b), Section 5. Subsection(b) of section 314 of the act,
the act, amendedamendedNovember30, 1959 (P. L. 1610), is amended
November 30, to read-

1959, P. L. 1610,
further amended.

Section 314. Admission for Temporary or, Emer-
gencyDetention.—

a a a a a

(b) The applicationshall be in writing, and may be
madeby arelative,legal guardianor friend of the person
soughtto be admitted,or, in the caseof a patienthaving
no legal guardianor no available responsiblefriend or
relative, by the executive officer or an authorizedagent
of a health or welfareorganization. It shall be accom-
paniedby the certificateof at least one qualified physi-
cian, which shall also state that immediate temporary
care in a mental hospital is necessaryfor the person
soughtto be admittedby reasonof mentalillness, except
that, in an emergency,the certificate shall be supplied
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within twenty-four hours after the admission of the
person. Such certificateneednotbe swornto or affirmed.

* a * a *

Section 6. Subsection(c) of section 326 of the act Subsection (c),section 326 of
is amendedto read: the act, amended.

Section 326. Petition of Commitment._* * *

(c) Every suchapplication or petition shall be in the
form prescribedby the department. [It shall statethe
name,sex, ageandresidenceof the personsoughtto be
committed,the opinion of thepetitionerthat such person
is mentally ill, epileptic,mentally defectiveor inebriate,
and is a fit subject for care, or needs observation,
diagnosisand treatment in the type of institution to
which commitment is sought,togetherwith the facts on
which such opinion is based, and such other facts as
the departmentmay require. If any of the facts are
unknown, the petition shall so state.]

* * * * ~*

Section 7. Subsection(c) of section 328 of the act, ~
amendedJanuary 14, 1952 (P. L. 2053), is amended the act, amended

January 14.
LO reau: 1962, P. L. 2058,

further amended.
Sectlon 328. Hearings;Commitment.—
a a * $ *

(c) If the court approvesthe reportof a commission
that the person in question is mentally ill and is a
propersubject for admissionto a mentalhospital, or is
satisfied that the person sought to be committed is a
proper subject for care, or that the safetyand welfare
of the public require such commitment,the court shall
makean order committing the personto the [institution
namedin the petition] Departmentof Public Welfare
for treatmentin an appropriate institution, and direct
his removal [thereto] by a properpersonto the institu-
tion designatedby the department.

* * * a *

APPROVED—The20th day of September,A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 649

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 1, 1945 (P. L. 1242), entitled “An act
relating to roads,streets,highwaysand bridges;amending,re-
vising, consolidatingand changingthe laws administeredby the
Secretaryof Highways and by the Departmentof Highways
relating thereto,’ authorizing adoption of a system for quali-
fication of competent and responsiblebidders on highway
projects.


