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containsand is confinedto examplesof the face amount
of the loan instrument,the proceedsto the borrowerex-
clusive of the charge, and the amount, number and
intervals of the requiredpayments.

(b) The aggregateamount of unpaid principal due
from any oneborroweron oneor moreinstallment loans
grantedpursuantto the provisionsof [this clause (4)]
subclause(a) hereofshallnot at anytime exceed[thirty-
five hundreddollars] the principal amountsset forth in
suchsubclause(a).

* * * * *

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. Act effective
immediately.

APPROVED—The13thday of August, A. D. 1963.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 379

AN ACT

Amending the act of June3, 1937 (P. L. 1333),entitled “An act
concerning elections, including general,municipal, special and
primary elections, the nomination of candidates,primary and
election expensesand election contests; creating and defining
membership of county boards of elections; imposing duties
upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county
boards of elections, county commissioners;imposing penalties
for violation of the act, and codifying, revising and consolidat-
ing the laws relating thereto; and repealing certain acts and
parts of acts relating to elections,” authorizing and providing
procedureswhereby certain qualified registeredelectorsabsent
from or unable to attend their regular polling placesmay cast
their votes; authorizing and providing proceduresfor the ab-
senteevoting by certain personnelof the FederalGovernment
andof this Commonwealth,including their spousesand depend-
ents in the event they are qualified registeredelectors; impos-
ing additional dutiesupon the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,
various county boardsof elections and election officers, courts,
various registration commissions,chairmenof political parties
or committees,and officers and employeesof certain political
subdivisions;changingthe method of marking ballots; further
regulating the proceduresfor the voting of qualified electors
serving in the armedforces of the United Statesand certain
qualified bedridden or hospitalized veterans; authorizing and
providing assistancein voting for certain absenteevoters; fur-
ther regulating thedatesfor furnishinginformation asto offices
to be filled for filing and circulating nomination petitions and
nomination papers; further regulating the time within which
writs of election may issue for holding special elections to fill
vacancies occurring in the offices of United States Senators,
Representativesin Congress,Representativesin either House
of the GeneralAssembly, councilsor legislativebodies of cities,
boroughs,towns and townships,and further regulatingthe dates
for filing nomination certificates, withdrawals of nominated
candidates,vacanciesfor failure to pay filing feesor for failure
to file loyalty oath,substitutednomination certificatesand fur-
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Pennsylvania
Election Code.

Clauses (w), (x)
and (y), section
102, act of June
3, 1937, P. L.
1333; clause (w)
reenacted and
amended March
6, 1951, P. L. 3;
ciause (x) added
March 6, 1951,
P. L. 3; and
clause (y) added
January 8, 1960,
P. L. (1959)
2135, further
amended.

ther regulating the date for certification of nomineesby the
Secretaryof the Commonwealth;and providing penalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Clauses (w) (x) and (y) of section 102,
act of June3, 1937 (P. L. 1333),known as the “Penn-
sylvania Election Code;” clause (w), reenactedand
amendedMarch 6, 1951 (P. L. 3); clause (x), added
March 6, 1951 (P. L. 3); andclause(y), addedJanuary
8, 1960 (P. L. (1959) 2135), are amendedto read:

Section 102. Definitions.—The following words,
whenusedin this act, shallhavethe following meanings,
unlessotherwiseclearly apparentfrom the context:

* * * * *

(w) [The term “qualified electorin actualmilitary serv-
ice” shallmeana qualifiedelectorof this Commonwealth,
who is or may be in the military or naval serviceof the
United Statesor anybranchor unit thereof,andregard-
less of whethersuch personis registeredor enrolledin
accordancewith law.
(x) The term “qualified bedriddenor hospitalizedvet-
eran” shallmeanany qualified electorof this Common-
wealthwho may be unavoidablyabsentfrom the Stateor
county of his residencebecauseof his being bedridden
or hospitalizeddue to illness or physical disability con-
tracted or suffered in connectionwith, or as a direct
result of, his military service.
(y) The term ‘‘absenteeelector” shallmean any quali-
fied elector of this Commonwealthproperly registered
and enrolled, who (1) on the occurrenceof any election
is unavoidablyabsentfrom the county of his voting resi-
denceby reasonof his duties,businessor occupation,or
who (2) on the occurrenceof any election is unableto
attend at his proper polling place by reasonof illness
or physical disability, but shall not include a “qualified
elector in actualmilitary service” or a “qualified bed-
ridden or hospitalizedveteran,” as defined in this sec-
tion, or any personcommittedto andconfinedin a penal
institution or a mental institution.]

The words “qualified absenteeelector” shall mean:
(1) Any qualified electorwho is or who may be in the
military service of the United States regardless of
whetherat the timeof voting heis presentin the election
district of his residenceor is within or without thisCom-
monwealthand regardlessof whetherhe is registeredor
enrolled; or
(2) Any qualified elector who is a spouseor dependent
residingwith or accompanyinga personin the military
serviceof the United Statesif at the time of voting such
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spouseor dependentis absentfrom the State or county
of his residence:Provided,however,That the said elec-
tor has been registeredor enrolled according to law or
is entitled,under provisionsof the PermanentRegistra-
tion Law as now or hereinafterenactedby the General
Assembly,to absenteeregistration prior to or concur-
rently with the time of voting; or
(3) Any qualified electorwho is or who may be in the
service of the MerchantMarine of the United Statesif
at the time of voting he is absent from the State or
county of his residence: Provided, however,That the
said electorhas beenregisteredor enrolledaccording to
law or is entitled, under provisions of the Permanent
RegistrationLaw as now or hereinafterenactedby the
General Assembly,to absentee#egistrationprior to or
concurrently with the time of voting; or
(4) Any qualified elector who is a spouseor dependent
residing with or accompanyinga person who is in the
serviceof the MerchantMarine of the United Statesif
at the timeof voting such spouseor dependentis absent
from the State or county of his residence:Provided,
however, That the said elector has been registered or
enrolledaccordingto law or is entitled,underprovisions
of the PermanentRegistrationLaw as now or herein-
after enacted by the General Assembly,to absentee
registration prior to or concurrently with the time of
voting; or
(5) Any qualified elector who is or who may be in a
religious or welfare group officially attached to and
serving with the armed forces if at the time of voting
he is absentfrom the State or county of his residence:
Provided, however,That the said electorhas beenregis-
tered or enrolled according to law or is entitled, under
provisions of the PermanentRegistrationLaw as now
or hereinafter enactedby the GeneralAssembly,to ab-
senteeregistration prior to or concurrentlywith the time
of voting; or
(6) Any qualified electorwho is a spouseor dependent
residing with or accompanyinga person in a religious
or welfare group officially attachedto and serving with
the armed forces if at the time of voting such spouse
or dependentis absentfrom the State or county of his
residence:Provided, however,That the said elector has
been registeredor enrolled according to law or is en-
titled, under provisions of the PermanentRegistration
Law as now or hereinafter enactedby the General As-
sembly,to absenteeregistration prior to or concurrently
with the time of voting; or

(7) Any qualified elector who is or who may be a
civilian employeeof the United Statesoutside the ter-
ritorial limits of the several Statesof the United States
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and the District of Columbia, whether or not such
electoris subject to civil-service laws and the Classifica-
tion Act of 1949 and whether or not paid from funds
appropriated by the Congress,if at the time of voting
he is absentfrom the State or county of his residence:
Provided,however,Thatsaid electorhasbeenregistered
or enrolled according to law or is entitled, under pro-
visions of the PermanentRegistrationLaw as now or
hereinafter enacted by the General Assembly,to ab-
senteeregistration prior to or concurrently with the
time of voting; or
(8) Any qualified elector who is a spouseor dependent
residingwith or accompanyinga personwho is a civilian
employeeof the United States outside the territorial
limits of the severalStatesof the United Statesand the
District of Columbia whether or not such person is
subject to civil-service laws and the Classification Act
of 1949 andwhetheror not paidfromfunds appropriated
by the Congressif at the time of voting suchspouseor
dependentis absent from the State or county of his
residence:Provided, however,That the said elector has
been registered or enrolled according to law or is en-
titled, under provisionsof the PermamentRegistration
Law as now or hereinafter enactedby the General As-
sembly,to absenteeregistration prior to or concurrently
with the time of voting; or
(9) Any qualified war veteranelector who is bedridden
or hospitalizeddue to illness or physical disability if he
is unavoidablyabsentfrom the Commonwealthor county
of his residenceand regardless of whetherhe is regis-
tered and enrolled; or
(10) Any qualified, registeredand enrolled electorwho
expectsto be or is unavoidablyabsentfrom the Common-
wealthor countyof his residenceduring the entireperiod
the polls are openfor voting on the day of any primary
or election; or
(11) Any qualified, registeredand enrolled electorwho
is unable to attend his polling place becauseof illness
or physical disability; or
(12) Any qualified, registeredand enrolled electorwho
is a spouse or dependentaccompanyinga person em-
ployedin theserviceof this Commonwealthor in the serv-
ice of the Federal Governmentwithin the territorial
limits of the severalStatesof the United Statesand the
District of Colanzbiain the event the duties, profession
or occupation of such person require him to be absent
from the Commonwealthor county of his residence:

Provided,however,That the words“qualified absentee
elector” shall in nowi.~ebe construedto include persons
confined in a penal institution or a mental institution
nor shall it in an~Jwisebe construedto include a person
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not otherwisequalified as a qualified elector in accord-
ance with the definition set forth in section 102 (t)
of this act.
(x) The words “members of the Merchant Marine of
the United States” mean persons (other than persons
in military service) employedas officers or membersof
crews of vesselsdocumentedunder the laws of the
United Statesor of vesselsowned by the United States
or of vesselsof foreign flag registry under charter to or
control of the United States,and persons (other than
persons in military service) enrolled with the United
Statesfor employmentor for training for employment
or maintainedby the United Statesfor emergencyrelief
serviceas officersor membersof crewsof anysuchvessels,
but doesnot include personsso employedor enrolled for
such employmentor for training for employmentor
maintainedfor suchemergencyrelief on the Great Lakes
or the Inland waterways.

Section 2. Section102 of the actis amendedby add-
ing, after clause (x) thereof,four new clausesto read:

Section 102. Dcfinitions.—The following words,
whenusedin this act, shall havethe following meanings,
unlessotherwiseclearly apparentfrom the context:

* * * * *

Section 102 of
act, amended by
adding four new
clauses (y), (s)
(s-i) and (s-2).

(y) The word “dependent” meansany person who is
in fact a dependent.
(z) The words “person authorizedto administeroaths”
shall meanany person who is a commissionedofficer in
military serviceor any memberof the MerchantMarine
of the United Statesdesignatedfor this purpose by the
United StatesSecretary of Commerceor any civilian
official empoweredby any State or Federal law to ad-
minister oaths.
(z-1) The words “in military service” shall mean the
uniformed services as defined in section 102 of the
Career CompensationAct of 1949 (63 Stat. 804 U. S.
Code,Title 37, Par. 231).
(z-2) The words “unavoidably absent” shall meanab-
sence in good faith by reason of duties, occupation or
business.

Section 3. Subsection(c) of section 305 of the act,
reenactedand amendedMarch 6, 1951 (P. L. 3), is
amendedto read:

Section 305. Expenses of County Boards and of
Primaries and Elections to Be Paid by County; Ex-
pensesof SpecialElections;Boardsto Be Providedwith
Offices.—

Subsection (c),
section 305 of
act, reenacted
and amended
March 6, 1951,
P. L. 3, further
mended.

* * * * *
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(c) The. Commonwealthshall reimburseeachcity of the
first classand county for election expensesincurred in
and incidental to preparing,handling, mailing, deliver-
ing, counting and storing official [military] absentee
ballots [and veterans’official ballots] requestedby any
elector in military service, Federal employmentover-
seas,Merchant Marine, and in any religious group or
welfare agency assisting the Armed Forces, including
spousesand dependents,and bedriddenand hospitalized
veteransas herein provided in the sum of forty cents
(4Oç~)for eachsuchballot mailed or delivered.

Eachcounty board of electionsshall file in the De-
partmentof State,not later than thirty daysafter every
election, on a form prescribedby the Departmentof
State, a statementof the number of ballots mailed or
delivered in such manner as is now or may hereafter
be providedby law to electorsin actualmilitary service,
Federal employmentoverseas,MerchantMarine, and in
any religious group or welfare agency assisting the
Armed Forces, including spousesand dependents,and
to bedriddenor hospitalizedveterans.

The Departmentof State shall ascertainand fix the
amountdue,as hereinprovided, to eachcity of the first
class and county for election expensesincurred, andby
requisitionin the usual courseshall providefor payment
of suchamountsso found due from moneysappropriated
to the Departmentof State for such purpose,or shall
proratethe moneys.so appropriatedamong the several
cities of the first classand countiesto be reimbursed,if
the amount so appropriatedshall not be sufficient for
the paymentin full to eachcity of the first classand
county of the amount found to be due.

Sections626 and Section 4. Sections 626 and 627 of the act are
627 of act,
amended, amendedto read:

Section 626. Special Elections for United States
Senator;Nominations.—Whenevera vacancyshall occur
in the office of United StatesSenator,said vacancyshall
befilled for the unexpiredtermby the voteof theelectors
of the State at a specialelection to be held at the time
of the next general or municipal election, occurring at
least [forty (40)1 ninety (90) days after the happening
of such vacancy, and it shall be the duty of the Gov-
ernor to issue writs of election to the various county
boardsof electionsandto the Secretaryof the Common-
wealth [accordingly] within ten (10) days after the
happeningof said vacancy. Candidatesto fill vacancies
in the office of United StatesSenatorshallbe nominated
by political parties, in accordancewith the party rules
relatingto the filling of vacancies,by meansof nomina-
tion certificates, in the form prescribedin section 630
of this act; andby political bodies,by meansof nomina-
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tion papers,in accordancewith the provisionsof sections
951, 952 and954 of this act. Saidnominationcertificates
and nomination papers shall be filed in the office of
the Secretaryof the Commonwealthat least [thirty
(30)~sixty (60) days prior to the date of said special
election. Until such time as said vacancyshall be filled
by an election as herein provided, the Governorof the
Commonwealthmay makea temporaryappointmentto
fill saidvacancy.

Section 627. SpecialElections for Representativein
Congress.—Whenevera vacancyshall occur or exist in
the office of Representativein Congreesfrom this State
during a sessionof Congress,or wheneversuchvacancy
shall occur or exist at a time when the membersof
Congressshall be requiredto meet at any time previous
to the next general election, the Governor shall issue,
within ten days after the happeningof said vacancy,
or after the calling of an extraordinarysessionof Con-
gressduring the existence of said vacancy, a writ of
electionto the propercountyboardor boardsof election
andto the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,for a special
election to fill said vacancy,which election shall be held
on a datenamedin said writ, which shall not be less
than [thirty (30)] sixty (60) daysafter the issuanceof
said writ. In all other casesno such special election to
fill said vacancyshall be held. The Governormay fix,
in such writ of election, the date of the next ensuing
primary or municipal election as the date for holding
any suchspecialelection.

Section 5. Section 628 of the act, amendedApril
13, 1942 (P. L. 20), is amendedto read:

Section 628. SpecialElections for Senatorand Rep-
resentativein the GeneralAssembly—Whenevera va-
cancy shall occur in either house of the GeneralAs-
sembly whether or not it then be in session, the
presiding officer of suchhouseshall issuea writ of elec-
tion to the proper county board or boards of election
and to the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,for a spe-
cial election to fill said vacancy, which election shall
be held on a datenamedin the writ, which shall be not
less than [thirty (30)] sixty (60) days after the issu-
anceof said writ. The presidingofficer may fix, in such
writ of election, the dateof the next ensuingprimary,
municipal or general election as the date for holding
any such special election: Provided, however, That
should the Governor after the issuanceof the said writ
of election advisethe presidingofficer that the General
Assembly will be called into extraordinarysessionprior
to the dateset for such special election, the presiding
officer may countermandthe writ theretoforeissuedand

Section 628 of
act, siiieiided
AprIl 13, 1942,
P. L. 20, further
iiiiended.



714 Act No. 379 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

Section 628.1 of
act, added May
23. 1949. P. L.
1656,amended.

Sections 629
and 636 of act.
ameiided May 23,
1949, P. L. 1656,
rurther amended.

shall issue a new writ of election, fixing therein such
earlier date therefor as is deemedexpedient,but which
shall not be less than [thirty (30)1 sixty (60) daysafter
the issuanceof said writ.

Section 6. Section 628.1 of the act, addedMay 23,
1949 (P. L. 1656), is amendedto read:

Section 628.1. Special Elections for Members of
Councils or Legislative Bodies of Cities, Boroughs,
Towns and Townships.—Inall caseswhere under any
law now or hereafterenacted,a special election is re-
quired to fill anyvacancyin the office of memberof the
council or legislative body of anycity, borough,town or
township, suchelection shall be held on the day fixed in
the writ for the special election or on such day as may
be otherwiseprovided by suchlaw, which day shall [not
be lessthan thirty (30)] be within sixty (60) days after
the issuanceof the writ or after the happeningof the
vacancy, as the case may be, notwithstandingany pro-
visions in such law requiring the special election to be
held on an earlier day. This section shall not be con-
struedas requiringa specialelection in any casewhere
such electionis not requiredunderany law now or here-
after enacted.

Section 7. *Sections629 and636 of the act, amended

May 23, 1949 (P. L. 1656), are amendedto read:
Section 629. Nominations for Special Election for

Representativein Congress,Senatorand Representative
in the General Assembly and Member of Council or
Legislative Body of Cities, Boroughs,Towns and Town-
ships.—Candidatesto fill vacanciesin the offices of Rep-
resentativein Congress,Senatorand Representativein
the General Assembly and member of the council or
legislative body of any city, borough,town or township
shall be nominatedby political parties, in accordance
with the party rules relatingto the filling of vacancies,
by meansof nomination certificates, in the form pre-
scribedin section630 of this act; andby political bodies,
by meansof nomination papers,in accordancewith the
provisionsof sections951, 952 and954 of this act. Said
nomination certificatesand nomination papers for the
office of Representativein Congressshall be filed in the
office of the Secretaryof the Commonwealthnot later
than [ten (10)] fifteen (15) days after the issuanceof
the writ of election,and said nominationcertificatesand
nomination papers for the office of Senatorand Repre-
sentativein the GeneralAssembly shall be filed in the
office of the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,and for
the office of memberof the council or legislativebody of
a city, borough, town or township, in the office of the

* “Section” in original.
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county board of electionswherein such city, borough,
town or township is situate,not later than [the twen-
tieth day before the day of the election] fifteen (15)
days after the issuanceof the writ of election.

Section 636. Certification by Secretaryof the Com-
monwealth of Candidatesfor Special Elections.—The
Secretaryof the Commonwealthshall, not later than
the [tenth (10th)] thirtieth (30th) day next preceding
the day fixed for any specialelection to fill a vacancy
in the offices of United StatesSenator,Representativein
Congress,SenatorandRepresentativein the GeneralAs-
sembly, certify to the propercountyboardor boardsthe
namesand residencesof, and partiesor political bodies
representedby, all candidateswhosenominationcertifi-
catesor papershavebeenfiled with him, asherein pro-
vided, for such election, and havenot been found and
declaredinvalid, and to be voted for in the county or
any district or districts thereof, substantially in the
form of the ballots to be usedtherein.

Section 8. Sectior’ 901 of the act is amendedto read: Section 901 of
act, amended.

Section 901. DeterminationandCertificationof State-
wide and County-wide Parties.—(a)The Secretaryof
the Commonwealthshall determinewhich organizations
are political partieswithin the State, within the mean-
lug of svetioii 801(a) of this act, and not later than the
[tenth I thirteenthTuesdayprecedingeachprimary shall
transmit to eachcountyboarda list of said political par-
ties ~vhiehishall be entitled to nominate candidatesat
primaries.

(b) Each county boardshall determinewhich organi-
zatiolls are political parties within the county, within
the meaningof section 801 (b), and not later than the
I tenthI thirteenth Tuesday preceding each primary
shall transmitto the Secretaryof the Commonwealtha
list of said political parties which shall be entitled to
nominate candidatesat primaries in said county.

Section 9. Section 904 of the act, amendedJanuary
14, 1952 (P. L. 1937), is amendedto read:

Section 904. Municipal Clerks and Party Chairmen
to Furnish Information as to Offices to Be Filled.—To
assistthe respectivecounty boardsin ascertainingthe
offices to be filled, it shall be the duty of the clerks or
secretariesof the various cities, boroughs,towns, town-
ships and school districts [and poor districts], with the
advice of their respectivesolicitors, on or before the
[twelfth] thirteenth Tuesday precedingthe Municipal
primary, to sendto the countyboardsof their respective
countiesa written notice setting forth all city, borough,
town, township and school district [and poor district]

Section 904 of
act, amended
January 14,
1952, P. L. 1937,
further amended.
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Section 905 of
act, amended
March 6. 1951,
P. L. 3, further
amended.

offices to be filled in their respectivesubdivisionsat the
ensuing municipal election, and for which candidates
are to be nominatedat the ensuing primary. It shall~
also be the duty of the chairmanof the State committee
of each political party to forward to the Secretaryof
the Commonwealthand to the respectivecounty boards,
on or beforethe [twelfth] thirteenthTuesdaypreceding
the Generalprimary, a written notice setting forth the
numberof delegatesand alternatedelegatesto the Na-
tional conventionof such party who arc to be electedin
the State at largeat the ensuingprimary, andthe num-
ber of such delegatesandalternatedelegateswho are to
be electedat said primary in suchcounty, or in any dis-
trict within such county, or of which it forms a part.
The said notice shall also set forth the numberof mem-
bers of the National committee,if any, who, under the
National party rules, are to be electedat the said pri-
mary in the State at large, andthe numberof members
of the State committeeto be electedat the said primary
in such county, or in any district, or part of a district
within such county. It shall also be the duty of the
chairmanof the county committeeand, in caseswhere a
city is coextensivewith a county, the chairmanof the
city committeeof eachparty, on or beforethe [twelfth]
thirteenth Tuesday precedingthe General primary, to
sand to the countyboardof suchcounty a written notice
setting forth all party offices to be filled in the county
at the ensuing primary.

Section 10. Section 905 of the act, amendedMarch
6, 1951 (P. L. 3), is amendedto read:

Section 905. Secretaryof the Commonwealthto No-
Lify County .Board of Certain Nominations to Be
Made.—On or before the [twelfth] thirteenth Tuesday
precedingeach primary, the Secretaryof the Common-
wealth shall send to the county boardof each county a
written notice designatingall the offices for which can-
didatesare to be nominatedtherein, or in any district
of which such county forms a part, or in the State at
large, at the ensuingprimary, andfor the nominationto
which candidatesare required to file nomination peti-
tions in the office of the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,
including that of Presidentof the United States;and
shall also in said notice set forth the numberof presi-
dential electors,United StatesSenators,Representatives
in Congressand State officers, inèluding senators,rep-
resentativesand judgesof courtsof record, to be elected
at the succeedingNovember election by a vote of the
electorsof the Stateat large,or by avote of the electors
of the county, or of any district therein, or of any dis-
trict of which such county forms a part.
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Section 11. Section906 of the act, amendedJanuary
14, 1952 (P. L. 1937), is amendedto read:

Section 906. Publicationof Notice of Officers to Be
Nominated and Elected.—Beginningnot earlier than
[eleven] twelveweeks,nor later than [ten] elevenweeks
before any [regular] Generalor Municipal primary, the
countyboardof eachcountyshall publish in newspapers,
as provided by section 106 of this act, a notice setting
forth the number of delegatesand alternate delegates
to the National convention of eachparty who are to be
electedin the Stateat largeat the ensuingprimary, and
the numberof delegatesandalternatedelegateswho are
to be electedat the said primary in said county, or in
any district of which said county or part thereofforms
a part, and also setting forth the namesof all public
offices for which nominationsare to be made, and the
namesof all party offices, including that of membersof
the Nationalcommittee,if any, andStatecommittee,for
which candidatesareto be electedat said primary in said
county, or in any district of which such county or part
thereof forms a part, or in the State at large. Said
notice shall contain the dateof the primary, and shall
be publishedonce each week for two successiveweeks
in countiesof the first and secondclassandonce in all
other counties.

Section 12. Section 908, subsection (d) of section
913 and subsections(b) and (c) of section 953 of the
act, amendedMarch 6, 1951 (P. L. 3), are amendedto
read:

Section 908. Manner of Sig~iingNomination Peti-
tions; Time of Oirculating.—Eachsigner of a nomina-
tion petition shall sign but one such petition for each
office to be filled, andshall declaretherein that he is a
registeredandenrolledmemberof the party designated
in such petition: Provided, however,That where there
are to be elected two or more personsto the sameoffice,
eachsigner may sign petitions for as many candidates
for such office as, and no more than, he could vote for
at the succeedingelection. He shall also declaretherein
thathe is a qualified electorof thecounty thereinnamed,
and in case the nomination is not to be madeor candi-
datesare not to be electedby the electorsof the State
at large,or the political district thereinnamed,in which
thenominationis to be madeor the electionis to be held.
He shall add his occupationand residence,giving city,
borough or township, with street and number, if
any, and shall add the date of signing, expressedin
words or numbers:Provided,however,That if the said
political district namedin the petitionlies wholly within
any city, borough or township, or is coextensivewith

Section 906 of
act, amended
January 14,
1952, P. L. 1937,
further amended.

Section 908,
subsection (d),
section 913, and
subsections (b)
and (c), section
953 of act,
amended March
6, 1951, P. L.. 3,
further amended.
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same,it shallnot benecessaryfor anysignerof anomina-
tion petition to statetherein the city, boroughor town-
ship of his residence. No nomination petition shall be
circulated prior to [twenty (20) days before the last
day on which such petition may be filed] the thirteenth
Tuesdaybefore the primary, and no signatureshall be
countedunlessit bears a date [within twenty (20) days
of the last day of filing the same] affixed not earlier
than the thirteenth Tuesdaynor later than the tenth
Tuesdayprior to the primary.

Section 913. Place and Time of Filing Nomination
Petitions; Filing Fees.—

* * * * *

(d) All nomination petitions shall be filed [at least
sixty-four (64) days] on or before the tenth Tuesday
prior to the primary.

* * * * *

Section 953. Place and Time of Filing Nomination
Papers.—

* * * * *

Sections 978,
978.1 and sub.
,~ection(a), sec-
tion 981 of act,
amended March
6, 1951, P. L. 3,
further amended.

(b) No nomination paper shall be circulated prior to
[twenty (20) days before the last day on which such
papermay be filed] the tenth Wednesdayprior to the
primary, and no signature shall be counted unless it
bearsa date [within twenty (20) days of the last day
of filing the same] affixed not earlier than the tenth
Wednesdayprior to the primary nor later than the sev-
enth Wednesdayprior to the primary.
(c) All nomination papers must be filed [at least
forty-four (44) days prior to the dateof the primary
election] on or before the seventhWednesdayprior to
the primary.

Section 13. Sections978, 978.1 andsubsection(a) of
section 981 of the act, amendedMarch 6, 1951 (P. L. 3),
areamendedto read:

Section 978. Withdrawal of Nominated Candidates.
—Any personwho has been nominatedby any political
party or political body, in accordancewith the provi-
sions of this act, as a candidatefor the office of presi-
dential elector, United StatesSenator, Representative
in Congressor for any State office, including that of
senator, representativeand judge of court of record,
may withdraw his namefrom nominationby requestin
writing, signed by him and acknowledgedbefore an
officer qualified to take acknowledgementof deeds,and
filed in the office of the Secretaryof the Commonwealth.
Any personwho has beensimilarly nominatedasa can-
didate for any otheroffice may withdraw his namefrom
nomination by similar request, filed with the county
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boardof electionsof the proper county. Such written
withdrawals shall be filed with the Secretary of the
Commonwealthor the county boardof elections, as the
ease may be, at least [sixty-five (65)] eighty-five (85)
clays previous to the day of the general or municipal
election. Such withdrawals to be effective must be re-
ceived iii the office of the Secretaryof the Common-
wealth not later than five (5) o’clock P. M. on the last
day for filing same,and in the office of any countyboard
of electionsnot later than the ordinary closing hour of
said office on the last clay for filing same. No name so
withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot or ballot
labels. No candidate may withdraw any withdrawal
notice already receivedand filed, and thereby reinstate
his nomination.

Section 978.1. Vacancy in Party Nomination by
Failure to Pay Filing Fee or for Failure to File Loy-
alty Oath—Every person nominatedat any primary
election as the candidateof any political party for any
office, other than a borough,town, township, school dis-
trict or poor district office, or the office of alderman,
justice of the peace,or constable,who hasnot paid the
filing fee required by sectionnine hundredthirteen of
this act, as amended,for the filing of a nominationpeti-
tion for such office, or who has not filed the loyalty oath
required by section14, act of December22, 1951 (P. L.
1726), known as the “Pennsylvania Loyalty Act,” as
last amendedJune 19, 1961 (P. L. 446), shall pay the
amount of such fee to and file such oath with the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth,or [to] the county board
of elections,as the casemay be,at least [sixty-five (65)]
eighty-five (85) days previousto the day of the general
or municipal election at which such candidate’sname
would appearon the ballot. Failure to pay suchfee or
file such oath within the time herein prescribed shall
result in a vacancyin such party nomination. Suchva-
cancy shall be filled in the mannerhereinafterprovided
for the filling of such vacancieshappeningby reasonof
the death or withdrawalof any candidate.

Section 981. Time for Filing Substituted Nomina-
tion Certificates.—(a) Substituted nomination certifi-
cates to fill vacancies caused by the withdrawal of
candidatesnominated at primaries or by nomination
papersshall be filed with the Secretaryof the Common-
wealth or proper county boardof elections,as the case
may be, at least [fifty-five (55)] seventy-five(75) days
before the day of the general or municipal election:
Provided, however, That no substitutednomination cer-
tificate by a political body may be filed until after the
primary election.

* * * * *
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Section 9~~ Section 14. Section 984 of the act is amended to
ac • amen e . read:

Section 984. Certification of Nomineesby Secretary
of the Commonwealthto CountyBoards.—TheSecretary
of the Commonwealthshall, [at least fifteen days pre-
vious to the day of] as soonas possibleafter the last
day fixed for the filing of substitutednomination cer-
tificates for any Novemberelection of presidentialelec-
tors, United StatesSenator,Representativein Congress
or State officers, including judges of courts of record,
senators and representatives,or upon constitutional
amendmentsor other questionsto be submitted to the
electors of the State at large, transmit to the county
boardof electionsof eachcounty, in which such election
is to be held, an official list, certified by him, of all of
the candidateswho have beennominatedin accordance
with the provisions of this act, to be voted for in such
county at such election, substantiallyin the form of the
ballots to be used therein, and also a copy of the text
of all constitutional amendmentsand other questions
to be voted upon at such election, togetherwith a state-
ment of the form in which they are to be printed on
the ballots or ballot labels.

Subsection(b), Section 15. Subsection(b) of section~93 of the act~
of act, added addedAugust 26, 1953 (P. L. 1479), is amendedto read:
August 26, 1953,

amended Section 993. Filling of Certain Vacanciesin PublicOffice by Meansof Nomination CertificatesandNomina-

tion Papers.—
* * * * *

(b) Said nomination certificates and nomination
papers for State public offices and judges of courts of
records shall be filed in the office of the Secretaryof
the Commonwealthat least [forty-five (45)] fifty (50)
days prior to a generalor municipal election, as the case
may be. Nomination certificatesandnomination papers
for public offices in counties, cities, boroughs, towns,
townships,wardsand school districtsand for the offices
of aldermenand justices of the peaceshall be filed in
the office of thecounty boardof electionsat least [forty-
five (45)1 fifty (50) daysprior to a municipal election.

* * * * *

Subsection (a), Section 16. Subsection (a) of section 1002 of the
section 1002
of act, amended act, amendedJanuary8, 1960 (P. L. 2142),is amended

y, 1960, to read:
further amended. . .

Section 1002. Form of Official Primary Ballot.—
(a) At primaries separateofficial ballots shall be pre-
pared for eachparty which shall be in substantiallythe
fol1owin~form:
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Official Primary Ballot.
(Name of Party)

District Ward, City of
County of , State of Pennsylvania

Primary electionheld on the day of
19

Make a cross (X) or check (\/) in the squareto the
right of eachcandidatefor whom you wish to vote. If
you desireto vote for a personwhosename is not on
the ballot, write, print or pastehis name in the blank
space provided for that purpose. [If you spoil your
ballot do not erasebutask for a new ballot.] Mark ballot
only in black lead pencil, indelible pencil or blue, black
or blue-black ink in fountain penor ball point pen. Use
the samepencil or pen for all markingsyou placeon the
ballot [; usethe samemark either a dross (X) or check
(“,/) for all markings].

Presidentof the United States.
(Vote for one)

JohnDoe
Richard Roe
John Stiles

United StatesSenator.
(Vote for one)

John Doe
Richard Roe
John Stiles

Governor.
(Vote for one)

JohnDoe
Richard Roe
John Stiles

Representativein Congress District.
(Vote for one)

John Doe
Richard Roe
John Stiles

Delegatesat Large to National Convention.
(Vote for )

John Doe
(Promisesto support popular choice of party in the
State for President.)

John Stiles
(Doesnot promise to support popular choice of party
in the Statefor President.)
Delegateto National Convention District.

(Vote for )
John Doe

(Promisesto supportpopularchoice of partyin
District for President.)
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John Stiles
(Doesnot promise to support popularchoice of party
in District for President.)
Senatorin the GeneralAssembly District.

(Vote for one)
John Doe
Richard Roe
John Stiles

Memberof State Committee.
(Vote for one)

JohnDoe
Richard Roe
John Stiles

Party Committeemen.
(Vote for )

John Doe
Richard Roe
John Stiles

* * * * *

Section 1003. Section 17. Section 1003 subsection(a) of the act
subsection (a) of
act last amended as last amendedJanuary 8, 1960 (1959) (P. L. 2142)
(i959)~PL and subsections(b) and (d) of the act as last amended
2142, and sub- April 24 1947 (P. L. 68), are amendedto read:
sections (b) and
(d) of act last Section 1003. Form of Official Ballot.—
amended April . .

24, 1947, P. L. (a) fhe official ballots for general,municipal andspecial
6S~retdher electionsshall be in substantiallythe following form:

OFFICIAL BALLOT
District Ward,

City of , County of
State of Pennsylvania
Electionheld on the day of , 19....

A cross (X) or check (\/) mark in the squareopposite
the name of any candidate indicates a vote for that
candidate.

To vote a straight party ticket, mark a cross (X) or
check (‘%/) in the square,in the Party Column,opposite
the name of the party of your choice. To vote for an
individual candidateof anotherparty after making a
mark in the party square,mark a cross (X) or check
(v’) oppositehis name. For an office where more than
one candidateis to be voted for, the voter, after mark-
ing in the party square,may divide his vote by marking
a cross (X) or check (\/) to the right of eachcandidate
for whom he or she desiresto vote. For such office votes
shall not be counted for candidatesnot individually
marked.

To vote for a personwhosenameis not on the ballot,
write, print or paste his name in the blank spacepro-
vided for that purpose. A cross (X) or check (V) mark
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in the squareoppositethe namesof the candidatesof
anyparty for PresidentandVice-Presidentof the United
Statesindicatesa vote for all the candidatesof that
party for presidentialelector. To vote for individual
candidatesfor presidentialelector,write, print or paste
their namesin the blank spacesprovided for that pur-
pose under the title “Presidential Electors.” Mark
ballot only in black leadpencil, indelible pencil or blue,
black or blue-black ink, in fountain pen or ball point
pen; use the samepencil or pen for all markingsyou
place on the ballot [; usethe samemark eithera cross
(X) or checl~(V) for all markings].

Party Column PresidentialElectors
To Vote a Straight Party (Vote for the candidates
Ticket Mark a Cross (X) of one party for President
or Check (\/) in this and Vice-President,or in-
Column. sert the names of candi-

dates.)
For

Democratic John Stiles
and

Richard Doe,
Democratic

For
Republican John Doe

and
Richard Roe,
Republican

For
Socialist John Smith

and
William Jones,
Socialist

Citizens
United StatesSenator.

(Vote for one)
RichardRoe Democratic
JohnDoe Republican
Richard Stiles Socialist

Governor.
(Vote for one)

Richard Roe Democratic
JohnDoe Republican
Richard Stiles Socialist

Representativesin Congress,
District.

(Vote for one)
RichardRoe Democratic
John Doe Republican
Richard Stiles Socialist
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Senator in the General Assembly,
District.

(Vote for one)
John Doe Democratic
Richard Roe Republican

(b) On the back of each ballot shall be printed in
prominent type the words ‘‘Official Ballot,’’ followed
by the designationof the election district for which it
is prepared, the date of the election and the facsimile
signatures of the membersof the county board of elec-
tions. The namesof candidatesshall be arrangedunder
the title of the office for which they arecandidates,and
shall be printed thereunderin the orderof the votesob-
tainedby the partiesor bodiesat the last gubernatorial
election, beginning with the party obtaining the highest
number of votes: Provided, however, That in the case
of parties or bodiesnot representedon the ballot at the
last gubernatorialelection, the namesof the candidates
of such partiesshall be arranged alphabetically,accord-
ing to the party name or political appellation. In the
case of offices for which two or more candidatesarc to be
votedfor, the candidatesof eachparty shall be arranged
together in the order of the number of votes obtained
by them at the primary, beginning with the candidates
obtaining the highest number of votes, and the candi-
datesof eachpolitical body shall bearrangedin the order
in which their nameswere placed in their nomination
paper. Opposite or under the name of each candidate
shall be printed the nameor appellationof the political
party or political body nominating him, andat the right
of such name or appellationthere shall be a squareof
sufficient size for the convenient insertion of a cross
(X) or check(\/) mark.

* * * * *

(d) Wheneverany candidateshall receivemore than
one nomination for the same office, his name shall be
printed once, and the namesof each political party so
nominating him shall be printed oppositethe name of
such candidate,arrangedin thesameorderascandidates
namesarerequiredto be arranged.At the right of every
party nameor appellationshall be a squareof sufficient
sizefor the convenientinsertion of a cross (X) or check
(V) mark.

* * * * *

Section 1007 of Section 18. Section 1007 of the act is amendedto
act, amended.

read:

Section 1007. Number of Ballots to Be Printed;
Specimen Ballots—The county board of each county
shall provide for eachelectiondistrict in whicha primary
is to be held, one book of fifty official ballots of each
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party for every forty-five registeredandenrolledvoters
of such party and fraction thereof,appearingupon the
district register,andshallprovide for each electiondis-
trict in which an election is to be held one book of fifty
official ballotsfor every forty-five registeredelectorsand
fraction thereof appearing upon the district register.
They [shall] may also, in addition to the number of
ballots requiredto be printed for general distribution,
haveprintedfor eachelectiondistrict in whichaprimary
is to be held not less thanonebookof fifty official ballots
of eachparty for the useof the absenteeelectorsand for
each electiondistrict in which an election is to be held
not less than one book of official ballots for the use of
the absenteeelectors. They shall also, in addition to the
number of ballots required to be printed for general
distribution, haveprinted ten (10) per centumof such
number, to be known as reserveofficial ballots, and,on
tinted paper,two (2) per centumof such numberto be
known as reservespecimenballots,which ballotsshall be
kept at the office of the countyboard for the useof any
district, the ballots for which may be lost, destroyedor
stolen. They shall also cause to be printed on tinted
paper, and without the facsimile endorsements,per-
manent binding or stubs,copies of the form of ballots
provided for eachvoting place at eachprimary or elec-
tion therein, which shall be called specimenballots,
and which shall be of the same size and form as
the official ballots, and at each election they shall
deliver to the election officers, in addition to the official
ballots to be usedat such election, specimenballots for
the use of the electors equal in numberto one-fifth of
the numberof official ballots delivered to such election
officers. At eachprimary, specimenballotsof eachparty
shall be furnished, equal in numberto one-fifth of the
-numberof official ballotsof suchparty furnishedto the
election officers as aboveprovided.

Section 19. Subsection(a) of section1223 of theact, Sub~ectio~
2~

a)~

amendedJanuary8, 1960 (P. L. 2142), is amendedto act, amended
January 8, 1960,

rea . P. L. 2142,
Section 1223. What Ballots Shall Be Counted;Man- further amended.

ncrof Counting; DefectiveBallots.—(a)No ballotwhich
is so markedas to be capableof identification shall be
counted. Any ballot that is marked in blue, black or
blue-black ink, in fountain pen or ball point pen, or
black lead pencil or indelible pencil, shall be valid and
counted:Provided, That all markings on the ballot are
madeby the samepen or pencil [and that all markings
on the ballot are the sametype of marking either a cross
(X) or check (‘~/)]. Any ballot markedby any other
mark thanan (X) or check (\/) in the-spacesprovided
for thatpurposeshall bevoid andnotcounted:Provided,
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however, That no vote recorded thereon shall be de-
clared void becausea cross (X) or check (x/) mark
thereon is irregular in form. Any erasure,mutilation
or defective marking of the straight party column at
November electionsshall renderthe entire ballot void,
unless the voter has properly indicated his choice for
candidatesin any office block, in which casethe vote or
votes for such candidatesonly shall be counted. Any
erasureor mutilation in the vote in anyoffice block shall
rendervoid the vote for any candidatesin said block,
but shallnot invalidate the votes cast on the remainder
of the ballot, if otherwiseproperly marked. Any ballot
indicating a vote for any person whose name is not
printed on the ballot, by writing, stampingor sticker,
shall be countedas a vote for such person,if placed in

the proper spaceor spacesprovided for that purpose,
whetheror not an (X) or check (V) is placed after
the name of such person: Provided, however, That if
such writing, stamping or sticker is placed over the
nameof a candidateprinted on the ballot, it shall render
the entire vote in said office block void. If an elector
shall mark his ballot for more persons for any office
than therearecandidatesto be voted for for such office,
or if, for any reason,it may be impossibleto determine
his choice for any office, his ballot shall not be counted
for such office, but the ballot shall be counted for all
offices for which it is properly marked. Ballots not
marked, or improperly or defectively marked, so that
the whole ballot is void, shall be set asideand shall be
preservedwith the other ballots.

* * * * *

Article heading Section 20. The article heading and sections 1301
and sections
1301 and 1302 and 1302 of the act, addcdMarch 6, 1951 (P. L. 3), are
of act, added
March 6, 1951, amendedto read:
P. L. 3, amended.

Article XIII

Voting By [Personsin Actual Military Service] Quali-

fied AbsenteeElectors
Section 1301. [Qualified Electorsin Actual Military

Servicc.—Any qualified elector in actual military serv-
ice may vote under the provisions of this act in any
election held in this Commonwealth, regardless of
whetherat the time of voting heis presentin the election
district of his residence,or is within or without this
Commonwealth,and regardlessof whether he is regis-

tered or enrolled.] Qualified AbsenteeElectors.—The
following personsshall be entitled to vote by an official
absenteeballot in any primary or election held in this
Commonwealthin the mannerhereinafter provided:
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(a) Any qualified elector who is or who may be in the
military service of the United States regardless of
whetherat the time of voting heis presentin the election
district of his residence or is within or without this
Commonwealthand regardless of whether he is regis-
tered or enrolled; or
(b) Any qualified electorwho is a spouseor dependent
residing with or accompanyinga personin the military
serviceof the UnitedStatesif at the time of voting such
spouseor dependentis absentfrom the State or county
of his residence:Provided,however,That the said elector
has been registeredor enrolled according to law or is
entitled,underprovisionsof the PermanentRegistration
Law as now or hereinafterenactedby the General As-
sembly,to absenteeregistration prior to or concurrently
with the time of voting; or
(C) Any qualified elector who is or who may be in the
service of the Merchant Marine of the United Statesif
at the time of voting he is absent from the State or
county of his residence: Provided, however, That the
said elector has beenregisteredor enrolled according to
law or is entitled, under provisions of the Permanent
RegistrationLaw as now or hereinafter enactedby the
GeneralAssembly,to absenteeregistration prior to or
concurrentlywith the time of voting; or
(d) Any qualified electorwho is a spouseor dependent
residing with or accompanyinga personwho is in the
service of the MerchantMarine of the United Statesif
at the time of voting such spouseor dependentis absent
from the State or county of his residence: Provided,
however,Thatthe said electorhasbeenregisteredor en-
rolled according to law or is entitled, under provisions
of the PermanentRegistrationLaw as now or herein-
after enactedby the GeneralAssembly,to absenteeregis-
tration prior to or concurrently with the time of voting;
or
(e) Any qualified elector who is or who may be in a
religious or welfare group officially attached to and
serving with the armed forces if at the time of voting
he is absentfrom the State or county of his residence:
Provided, however,That the said electorhas beenregis-
tered or enrolled according to law or is entitled, under
provisions of the PermanentRegistrationLaw as now
or hereinafter enactedby the GeneralAssembly,to ab-
senteeregistration prior to or concurrently with the
time of voting; or
(f) Any qualified elector who is a spouseor dependent
residing with or accompanyinga personin a religious
or welfare group officially attachedto and serving with
the armedforces if at the time of voting such spouseor
dependentis absent from the State or county of his
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residence:Provided, however,That the said elector has
beenregisteredor enrolled according to law or is en-
titled, under provisions of the PermanentRegistration
Law as now or hereinafter enactedby the GeneralAs-
sembly,to absenteeregistrationprior to or concurrently
with the time of voting; or
(g) Any qualifiedelectorwho is or whomaybe a civilian
employeeof the United Statesoutside the territorIal
limits of the severalStatesof the United Statesand the
District of Columbia,whetheror not suchelectoris sub-
ject to civil-service laws and the ClassificationAct of
1949 and whetheror not paid from funds appropriated
by the Congress,if at the time of voting he is absent
from the State or county of his residence: Provided,
however,Thatsaid electorhas beenregisteredor enrolled
according to law or is entitled, under provisionsof the
PermanentRegistrationLaw as now or hereinafter en-
acted by the GeneralAssembly,to absenteeregistration
prior to or concurrentlywith the time of voting; or
(h) Any qualified electorwho is a spouseor dependent
residingwith or accompanyinga personwho is a civilian
employeeof the United Statesoutside the territorial
limits of the severalStatesof the United Statesand the
District of Columbia,whetheror not suchpersonis sub-
ject to civil-service laws and the ClassificationAct of
1949 and whetheror not paid from funds appropriated
by the Congress,if at the time of voting suchspouseor
dependentis absent from the State or county of his
residence:Provided, however,That the said elector has
beenregistered or enrolled according to law or is en-
titled, under provisions of the PermanentRegistration
Law as now or hereinafter enactedby the GeneralAs-
sembly,to absenteeregistration prior to or concurrently
with the time of voting; or
(i) Any qualified war veteranelector who is bedridden
or hospitalizeddue to illness or physical disability if
he is unavoidablyabsent from the Commonwealthor
county of his residenceand regardlessof whetherhe is
registeredand enrolled; or
(j) Any qualified registeredand enrolled elector who
expectsto be or is unavoidablyabsent from the Com-
monwealthor county of his residenceduring the entire
period the polls are openfor voting on the day of any
primary or election; or
(k) Any qualified registeredand enrolled elector who
is unable to attend his polling place becauseof illness
or physicaldisability;
(1) Any qualified registeredand enrolled elector who is
a spouseor dependentaccompanyinga personemployed
in the serviceof this Commonwealthor in the service
of the Federal Governmentwithin the territorial limits
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of the severalStatesof theUnitedStatesand the District
of Columbiain the eventthe duties,professionor occupa-
tion of such personrequire him to be absent from the
Commonwealthor county of his residence:

Provided,however,That the words“qualified absentee
elector” shall in nowisebe construedto include persons
confinedin a penal institution or a mental institution
nor shall it in anywisebe construedto include a person
not otherwisequalified as a qualified elector in accord-
ancewith the definition set forth in section 102 (t) of
this act.

Section 1302. Applications for Official [Military]
AbsenteeBallots.—(a) Any qualified elector [in actual
military service] defined in precedingsection1301, sub-
sections (a) to (h), inclusive, may apply at any time
before anyprimary or electionfor anyofficial [military]
absenteeballot on [Form USWBC Form No. 1] post
card application or any other form supplied by the
FederalGovernment,or by post card, letter or other
writing, addressedto the Secretaryof theCommonwealth
of Pennsylvaniaor the county boardof election of the
countyin whichhis voting residenceis located.
(b) The application shall contain the following infor-
mation: [Residence] Home residenceat the time of
entranceinto actualmilitary serviceor Federal employ-
ment, length of time a citizen, length of residencein
Pennsylvania,date of birth, length of time a resident
of voting district, voting district if known,party choice
in caseof primary, nameand, for a military elector,his
rank or grade,military address,branch of service and
serialnumber. Any electorother thana military elector
shall in addition specify the nature of his employment,
the address to which ballot is to be sent, relationship
wherenecessary,and such other information as may be
determinedand prescribedby the Secretaryof the Com-
monwealth. When such application is receivedby the
Secretaryof the Commonwealthit shall be forwardedtO
the proper countyboardof election.
(c) The applicationof any qualifiedmilitary elector, as
defined in preceding section 1301 subsection(a), for
[a military] an official absenteeballot in anyprimary or
election may be madeor information suppliedover the
signatureof any personwho is familiar with the voting
qualificationsof the [military] elector, as required in
theprecedingsubsection.
(d) [The various county boardsof election, upon re-
ceipt of any application, shall ascertainfrom the infor-
mationon suchapplication,district registeror from any
othersourcethat such applicantpossessedall the qualifi-
cationsof a qualified electorother thanbeing registered
or enrolled.]
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The applicationof any qualified e7ector, as definedin
precedingsection1301,subsections(b) to (h), inclusive,
for an official absenteeballot in any primary or election
shall be signed by the applicant.

(e) Any qualified bedridden or hospitalized veteran
unavoidablyabsentfrom the State or countyof his resi-
dence,regardlessof whetherhe is registeredor enrolled,
may apply at any time before any primary or election
for an official absenteeballot by post card, letter or
other writing, addressedto the Secretaryof the Com-
monwealthof Pennsylvaniaor the county boardof elec-
tions of the county in which his voting residence is
located.

The application shall contain the following informa-
tion: Residenceat the time of becomingbedridden or
hospitalized,length of time a citizen, length of residence
in Pennsylvania,dateof birth, length of time a resident
in voting district, voting district if known,party choice
in caseof primary, name and addressof present resi-
dence or hospital at which hospitalized. When such
application is receivedby the Secretaryof the Common-
wealth, it shall be forwardedto the proper countyboard
of elections.

The application for an official absenteeballot for any
primary or electionmaybe madeor informationsupplied
over the signatureof any personwho is familiar with
thevoting qualifications of the bedriddenor hospitalized
veteranas requiredin theprecedingsubsection(f). Any
qualified registered elector, including a spouseor de-
pendent referred to in subsection(1) of section 1301,
who expectsto be or is unavoidably absent from the
Commonwealthor countyof his residenceon the day of
any primary or. election and any qualified registered
elector who is unable to attend his polling placeon the
day of any primary or election becauseof illness or
physical disability and any qualified registered bed-
ridden or hospitalized veteran in the county of resi-
dence,mayapply to the countyboardof electionsof the
county in which his voting residenceis located for an
Official AbsenteeBallot. Such application or request
may be madeupon an application form suppliedby the
county board of e’ections. Suchapplication form shall
be determinedand prescribed-by the Secretaryof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.

(1) The application of any qualified registeredelec-
tor, including spouseor dependentreferred to in sub-
section (1), who expectsto be or is unavoidablyabsent
from the Commonwealthor county of his residenceon
the day of any primary or eleetion,shall be signed by
theapplicantandshall include thesurnameand christian
name or names of the applicant, his occupation, date
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of birth, length of time a resident in voting district,
voting district if known, place of residence,post office
addressto which ballot is to be mailed, the reason for
his absence,and such other information as shall make
clear to the county board of elections the applicant’s
right to an official absenteeballot.

(2) The application of any qualified registeredelec-
tor who is unable to attendhis polling placeon the day
of any primary or election becauseof illness or physical
disability and the application of any qualifiedregistered
bedriddenor hospitalizedveteranin the county of resi-
denceshall be signedby the applicant and shall include
surnameand christian name or namesof the applicant,
his occupation,date of birth, residenceat the time of
becomingbedridden or hospitalized, length of time a
residentin votingdistrict, voting district if known,place
of residence,post office addressto which ballot is to be
mailed, and such other information as shall makeclear
to the county board of elections the applicant’s right
to an official ballot. In addition, the applicationof such
electors shall include a declaration stating the nature
of their disability or illness and the name of their at-
tending physician, if any, together with a supporting
declaration signed by such attending physician,or, if
none, by a registeredelectorunrelatedby blood or mar-
riage of the election district of the residenceof the
applicant: Provided, however, That in the event any
elector entitled to an absenteeballot under this sub-
section be unable to sign his application becauseof ill-
ness or physical disability, he shall be excusedfrom
signing upon making a statementwhich shall be wit-
nessedby one adult personin substantially the follow-
ing form: I hereby statethat I am unable to sign my
application for an absenteeballot without assistancebe-
causeI am unable to write by reasonof my illness or
physicaldisability. I havemadeor havereceivedassist-
ancein making my mark in lieu of my signature.

(Mark)

(Date)

(CompleteAddressof (Signatureof Witness)

Witness)
Section 21. The act is amendedby adding after see- Act amended byadding three new

tion 1302, threenew sectionsto read: sectIons 1802.1,
1302.2, and

Section 1302.1. Date of Application for Absentee 1302.3.
Ballot.—

Applications for absentee ballots unless otherwise
specified shall be receivedin the office of the county
boardof electionsnot earlier than fifty (50) days before
the primary or election and not later than five o’clock
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P. M. of the first Tuesdayprior to the day of anyprimary
or election: Provided, however,That in the event any
elector otherwisequalified who is so physically disabled
or ill on or beforethe first Tuesdayprior to any primary
or electionthat he is unableto file his applicationor who
becomesphysicallydisabledor ill after the first Tuesday
prior to any primary or electionand is unableto appear
at his polling place or any elector otherwisequalified
who becauseof the conduct of his business,duties or
occupation will necessarilybe absentfrom the State or
county of his residenceon the day of the primary or
election, which fact was not and could not reasonably
be known to said elector on or before the first Tuesday
prior to any primary or election,shall be entitled to an
absenteeballot at any time prior to five o’clock P. M.
on the day precedingany primary or electionupon ex-
ecutionof an EmergencyApplication in suchform pre-
scribed by the Secretaryof the Commonwealth.

In the caseof an electorwho is physicallydisabledor
ill on or before the first Tuesdayprior to a primary or
election or becomesphysically disabledor ill after the
first Tuesdayprior to a primary or election,suchEmer-
gency Application shall contain a supporting affidavit
fromhis attendingphysicianstating thatdueto physical
disability or illness said electorwasunable to apply for
an absentee,ballot on or before the first Tuesdayprior
to the primary or election or becamephysically disabled
~ ill after that period.

In the caseof an elector who is necessarilyabsentbe-
causeof the conduct of his business,duties or occupa-
tion under the unforeseencircumstancesspecifiedin this
subsection,such EmergencyApplication shall contain a
supporting affidavit from such elector stating that be-
causeof the conductof his business,dutiesor occupation
said elector will necessarilybe absentfrom the State or
county of his residenceon the day of the primary or
election which fact wasnot and could not reasonablybe
known to said electoron or beforethe first Tuesdayprior
to the primary or election.

Section 1302.2. Approval of Application for Ab-
senteeBallot.—
(a) The county board of elections,upon receipt of any
application filed by a qualified elector not required to
be registered under preceding section 1301, shall as-
certain from the information on such apphcation,dis-
trict registeror from any othersourcethatsuchapplicant
possessesall the qualificationsof a qualified electorother
thanbeing registeredor enrolled. If the boardis satisfied
that the applicant is qualified to receive an official ab-
senteeballot, the application shall be markedapproved.
Whenso approved, the county board of electionsshall
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cause the applicant’s name and residence (and at a
primary, the party enrollment) to be inserted in the
Military, Veteransand EmergencyCivilians Absentee
Voters File as provi’~edin section 1302.3, subsection
(b): Providing, however, That no application of any
qualified electorin military serviceshall be rejectedfor
failure to include on his application any information if
suchinformationmay be ascertainedwithin a reasonable
time by the county boardof elections.

(b) Th’e county boardof elections,upon receipt of any
application filed by a qualified elector who is entitled,
under the provisionsof the PermanentRegistrationLaw
as now or hereinafterenactedby the GeneralAssembly,
to absenteeregistration prior to or concurrently with
the time of voting as providedunder precedingsection
1301, shall ascertain from the information on such ap-
plication or from any other sourcethat such applicant
possessesall the qualifications of a qualified elector. If
the board is satisfiedthat the applicant is entitled, under
the provisions of the PermanentRegistration Law as
now or hereinafterenactedby the GeneralAssembly,to
absenteeregistration prior to or concurrently with the
time of voting and that the applicant is qualified to
receive an official absenteeballot, the application shall
be marked“approved.” Whenso approved,the county
board of electionsshall cause the applicant’s nameand
residence(and at a primary, the party enrollment) to
be inserted in the Military, Veterans and Emergency
Civilian AbsenteeVoters File as provided in section
1302.3subsection(b).

(c) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any
application of a qualified elector required to be regis-
tered under the provisions of precedingsection 1301,
shall determinethe qualifications of such applicant by
comparing the information set forth on such application
with the information contained on the applicant’s per-
manent registration card. If the board is satisfied that
the applicant is qualified to receive an official absentee
ballot, the application shall be marked “approved.”
When so approved, the registration commission shall
causethe applicant’s permanentregistration card to be
removedfrom the district register and the county board
of electionsshall causesameto be insertedin the Regis-
teredAbsenteeVotersFile as providedin section1302.3
subsection(a):

Provided, however, That the duties of the county
boards of elections and the registration commissions
with respectto the removalof the original registration
card of any electorfrom the district register as set forth
in section 1305 shall include only such applications as
are receivedon or before the first Tuesdayprior to the
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primary or election. In all caseswhere applications
are receivedafter the first Tuesdayprior to the primary
or electionand beforefive o’clock P. M. on the day prior
to the primary or election, the countyboard of elections
shall determine the qualifications of such applicant by
comparing the information set forth on suchapplication
with the informationcontainedon the applicant’s dupli-
cate registration card on file in the General Register
(also referredto as the Master File) in the office of the
RegistrationCommissionand shall causethe name and
residence(and at primaries, the party enrollment) to
be inserted in the Military, Veterans and Emergency
Civilian AbsenteeVoters File as provided in section
1302.3, subsection(b). In addition, the county boards
of electionsshall, upon canvassingthe official absentee
ballots under section1308,examinethe voting checklist
of the election district of said elector’s residenceand
satisfy itself that such elector did not cast any ballot
other than the one properly issued to him under his
absenteeballot application. In all cases where the ex-
aminationof the county boardof electionsdisclosesthat
an elector did vote a ballot other than the one properly
issuedto him under the absenteeballot application, the
county board of elections shall thereuponcancel said
absenteeballot and said elector shall be subject to the
penaltiesas hereinafterset forth.
(d) In the event that any application for an official
absenteeballot is not approvedby the county board of
elections,the electorshall benotified immediatelyto that
effectwith a statementby the countyboardof the reasons
for the disapproval.

Section 1302.3. AbsenteeElectors Files and Lists.—
(a) The county board of electionsshall maintain at its
office a file containing the original registration cards of
every registeredelector to whoman absenteeballot has
beensent. Suchoriginal registration cards shall be filed
by election districts and within eachelection district in
exact alphabetical order and indexed. The registration
cards so filed shall constitute the RegisteredAbsentee
Voters Fi~efor the Primary or Election of (date of
primary or election)and shall be kepton file for a period
commencingthe Thursdayprior to the day of the pri-
mary or electionuntil the third Mondayfollowing the
primary or electionor the day the county boardof elec-
tions certifies the returns of the primary or election,
whicheverdate is later. Suchfile shall be open to public
inspectionat all times subject to reasonablesafeguards,
rules and regulations.
(b) The county board of electionsshall post in a con-
spicuouspublic place at its office a master list arranged
in alphabetical order by election districts setting forth
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the name and residence,and at primaries, the party
enrollment, of (1) every military elector to whom an
absenteeballot is being sent, eachsuchname to be pre-
fixed with an “M”; (2) everybedriddenor hospitalized
veteran outside the county of his residencewho is not
registeredand to whoman absenteeballot is being sent,
each such name to be prefixed with a “V”; and (3)
every registeredelectorwho hasfiled his application for
an absenteeballot *too late for the extractionof his orig-
inal registration card and to whoma ballot is being sent
and every qualified electorwho has filed his application
for an absenteeballot and is entitled, under provisions
of the PermanentRegistrationLaw as now or herein-
after enactedby the GeneralAssembly,to absenteeregis-
tration prior to or concurrentlywith the time of voting,
eachsuch name to be prefixed with a “C.” This list
shall be knownas the Military, Veteransand Emergency
Civilians AbsenteeVoters File for the Primary or Elec-
tion of (dateof primary or election)and shall be posted
for a period commencingthe day of the primary or elec-
tion until the third Monday following the primary or
election or the day on which the county board of elec-
tions certifies the returns of the primary or election,
whicheverdate is later. Suchfile shall be opento public
inspection at all timessubject to reasonablesafeguards,
rules and regulations. This postedlist shall not contain
any military addressor referenceto any military organi-
zation.

Section 22. Sections1303, 1304, 1305 and 1306 of
the act, added March 6, 1951 (P. L. 3), are amended
to read:

Section 1303. Official [Military] Absentee Voters
Ballots.-.-—(a) [Ballots] In districts in which ballots are
used, the ballots for use by such [military] absentee
electors under the provisionsof this act shall be [pre-
pared sufficiently in advanceby the county boards of
election and] the official ballots printed in accordance
with sections1002 and 1003: Provided, however,That
the county boardof electionswhen detachingthe official
ballots for absenteeelectorsshall be required to indicate
on the stub of eachballot so detachedthe nameof the
applicantto which that precise ballot is being sent. The
county board of electionsshall also be required to re-
move the numberedstub from eachsuch ballot and shall
thereuponprint, stampor endorsein red color uponsuch
official ballots the words, Official AbsenteeBallot. Such
ballots shallbe distributedby such boardsashereinafter
provided. [Such ballots shall be marked “Official Mili-
taryBallot” but shallnot be numberedand shall other-
wise be in substantiallythe form for ballotsrequiredby

* “to” In original.

Sections 1308,
1304, 1305 and
1306 of act,
added March 6,
1961, P. L. 3,
amended.
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article ten of this act, which form shall be determined
and prescribedby the Secretaryof the Commonwealth.]

(b) In districts in whichvotingmachinesare usedand
in those districts in which paper ballots are usedand
the county boardof electionstherein do not print official
absenteeballots in accordancewith sections1002 and
1003,the ballots for use by suchabsenteeelectorsunder
the provisions of this act shall be prepared sufficiently
in advanceby the county boardof electionsand shall be
distributed by suchboards ashereinafterprovided.Such
ballots shall be markedOfficial AbsenteeBallot but shall
not be numberedand shall otherwisebe in substantially
the form for ballots required by article ten of this act,
which form shall be determinedand prescribedby the
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.

In caseswhere thereis not time, in the opinion of the
county boards of election, to print on said ballots the
namesof thevariouscandidatesfor district, county,and
local offices, the ballots shall contain blank spacesonly
underthe titles of suchoffices in which electorsmay in-
sert the namesof the candidatesfor whom they desire
to vote, and in such casesthe countyboardsof election
shall furnish to electors lists containing the names of
all the candidatesnamedin nominationpetitionsor who
havebeenregularly nominatedunder the provisions of
this act, for the use of such electors in preparing their
ballots.

Section 1304. Envelopesfor Official [Military] Ab-
senteeBallots.—

The countyboardsof election shall provide two addi-
tional envelopesfor each official [military] absentee
ballot of such size and shapeas shall be prescribedby
the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,in order to permit
the placing of onewithin the otherandbothwithin the
mailing envelope. On the smaller of the two envelopes
to be enclosedin the mailing envelopeshall be printed,
stampedor endorsedthe words “Official [Military] Ab-
senteeBallot,’’ and nothing else. On the larger of the
two envelopes, to be enclosedwithin the mailing en-
velope, shall be printed the [affidavit] form of the
declaration of the elector, [together with the jurat of
the personin whosepresence,the ballot is markedand
before whom the affidavit is made,] and the nameand
addressof the county board of election of the proper
county. Said [affidavit, jurat] form of declarationand
envelope shall be [in the form] as prescribedby the
Secretaryof the Commonwealthandshall containamong
other things a statementof the elector’s qualifications,
togetherwith a statementthat such elector has not al-
ready voted in such primary or election. The mailing
envelopeaddressedto the elector shall contain the two
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envelopes,the official [military] absenteeballot, lists of
candidateswhen authorizedby section 1303 subsection
(b) of this act, the uniform instructions in form and
substanceasprescribedby the Secretaryof the Common-
wealth and nothing else: Provided, however,That en-
velopesfor electors qualified under precedingsection
1301,*sitbsections(a) to (h), inclusive,shall haveprinted
across the face of each transmittal or return envelope
two parallel horizontal red bars, eachone-quarter inch
wide, extendingfrom one side of the envelopeto the
other side, with an intervening space of one-quarter
inch, the top bar to be one and one-quarterinchesfrom
the top of the envelopeand with the words “Official
Election Balloting Material via Air Mail” betweenthe
bars; that there be printed, in the upper right corner
of eachsuchenvelopein a box, the words“Free of U. S.
Postage,Including Air Mail;” that all printing on the
faceof eachsuch envelopebe in **red, and that therebe
printed in red, in the upper left corner of each such
envelope,the nameand addressof the county board of
electionsof the proper county or blank lines for return
addressof the sender:

Provided further, That the aforesaid envelopead-
dressedto the elector may contain absenteeregistration
forms and instructions where required, together with
return envelopeupon which is printed the name and
address of the registration commissionof the proper
county, which envelopeshall have printed across the
face two parallel horizontal red bars, each one-quarter
inch wide, extendingfrom one side of the envelopeto
the other side, with an interveningspaceof one-quarter
inch, the top bar to be oneand one-quarterinchesfrom
the top of the envelopeand with the words “Official
Election Balloting Material via Air Mail” betweenthe
bars; that there be printed in the upper right corner of
eachsuch envelopein a box the words “Free of U. S.
Postage,Including Air Mail,” and, in the upper left
corner of each such envelope,blank lines for return
addressof the sender; that all printing on the face of
eachsuch envelopebe in red.

Section 1305. [Duties of County Boards] Delivering
or Mailing Ballots.—

(a) The county boardsof electionupon receipt of an
application filed by any elector qualified in accordance
with the provisions of section 1301, subsections(a) to
(h), inclusive, shall [at least twenty-five days prior to
the election] as soonas possibleafter the respectivedis-
trict ballots are printed and in no event later than the
secondTuesdayprior to the day of the primary or dee-

* “subsection” in original.
** “read” in original.
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tion commenceto deliver or mail official [military] ab-
senteeballots to all such electors whose [names and
addresses] applications have been [ascertained] ap-
proved; as additional [names and addresses]applica-
tions of such electors are [ascertained] received, the
board shall deliver or mail official [military] absentee
ballots to such additional electors within forty-eight
hoursafter [ascertaining]approval of their [namesand
addresses]application.

(b) [Each county board of election shall post in a
conspicuouspublic place at its office a masterlist, ar-
rangedalphabeticallyby electiondistricts, settingforth
the name, residenceand local voting district or ward
of every elector to whom an official military ballot has
beensent. This postedlist shallnot containthe elector’s
military addressor military organization.This list shall
be known as the “Military File” and shall be postedat
least five days before the election day involved, and
shall also set forth the totalnumberof suchballotspre-
pared for use in such election. Copiesof such military
files shall be furnishedupon requestto thecountychair-
manof eachpolitical party and political body, andshall
also be furnishedto registration commissions.]

The county board of electionsupon receipt and ap-
proval of an application filed by any electorqualified in.
accordancewith the provisionsof section1301, sulisec-
tions (i) to (1), inclusive,shall commenceto deliver or
mail official a&~senteeballots on the secondTuesdayprior
to the primary or election. As additional applications
are receivedand approved,the boardshall deliver or mail
official absenteeballots to suchadditional electorswithin
forty-eight hours.

Section 1306. Voting by Absentee Electors [in
Actual Military Service].—(a) At any time after re-
ceiving an official [military] absenteeballot, but on or
before the day of the primary or election, the elector
[, for the purposeof voting, may appearbefore any
personof this or any other state or territory of the
United Statesauthorizedto administeroathsby Federal,
State or military laws. The elector shall first display
the ballot to suchpersonas evidencethat the sameis un-
marked, and then] shall, in secret,proceedto mark the
ballo.t [with] only in black lead pencil, [crayon,] in-
delible pencilor blue,black or blue-blackink, in fountain
pen or ball point pen, [in the presenceof suchperson,
but in such mannerthat the personadministeringthe
oath is unableto seehow the sameis marked,]andthen
fold the ballot, encloseandsecurelyseal the samein the
envelopeon which is printed,stampedor endorsed“Of-
ficial [Military] AbsenteeBallot.” This envelopeshall
then be placed in the secondone, on which is printed
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the [affidavit] form of declaration of the elector, [the
jurat of the person before whom the elector appears,]
andthe addressof the elector’scountyboardof election.
The elector shall then fill out, [subscribe] date and
[swear to] sign the [affidavit] declaration printed on
such envelope [, and the jurat shall be subscribedand
datedby thepersonbeforewhomthe affidavit wastaken].
Such envelope shall then be securely sealedand the
elector shall sendsameby mail postageprepaid, except
where franked, or deliver it in person or by repre-
sentativeto said county board of election:

Provided, however,That any elector, s~iouseof the
elector or dependentof the elector, qualified in accord-
ancewith the provisionsof section1301,subsections(e),
(1), (g) and (h) to vale by absenteeballot as herein
provided, shall be required to include on the form of
declarationa supportingdeclaration in form prescribed
by the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,to be signed by
the head of the departmentor chiefof division or bureau
in which the electoris employed,setting forth the iden-
tity of the elector, spouseof the elector or dependent
of the elector:

Provided further, That any elector who has filed his
application in accordancewith section1302, subsection
*(f) (2), and is unableto sign his declaration becauseof
illness or physical disability, shall be excusedfrom sign-
ing upon making a declarationwhichshall be witnessed
by oneadult personin substantiallythe following form:
1 herebydeclarethat I am unable to sign my declaration
for voting my absenteeballot without assistancebecause
I am unableto write by reasonof my illness or physical
disability. I havemadeor receivedassistancein making
my mark in lieu of my signature.

(Mark)

(Date)

(Signatureof Witness)

(CompleteAddressof Witness)

(b) In the event that any such elector, excepting an
elector in military serviceor any elector unable to go
to his polling place becauseof illness or physical dis-
ability, entitled to vote an official absenteeballot shall
be in the countyof his residenceon the day for holding
the primary or election for which the ballot was issued,
or in the event any such elector shall have recovered
from his illness or physicaldisability sufficientlyto per-
mit him to present himselfat the proper polling place
for the purposeof castinghis ballot, such absenteebal-

* ‘(g)” in original.
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lot cast by such elector shall, upon challengeproperly
sustained,be declaredvoid.

However,any such elector referredto in this subsec-
tion, who is within the county of his residence,shall be
permittedto voteupon presentinghimselfat his regular
polling placein the samemanneras he could havevoted
had he not receivedan absenteeballot: Provided, That
such electorhas first presentedhimself beforethe court
of commonpleas of his county betweenthe hours of
seveno’clock A. M. and five o’clock P. M. on the day.
of any primary or election andhasprocuredan “-Emer-
geñcy Voting Form” signed by the court, which form
entitles the elector to vote at his regular polling place
upon the signing of a voter’s certificate:Provided,how-
ever, That the court may require the surrender of said
elector’sabsenteeballot wherehe hasnot alreadyvoted,
which shall thereuponbe marked “cancelled” by said
court and transmittedto the county board of elections.
In the event such elector has already voted, then the
court shall direct the county board of elections to set
such ballot aside unopened.

~
1

arnended by Section 23. The act is amendedby adding,aftersee-
sectIon 1306.1. tion 1306, onenew sectionto read:

Section1306.1. Assistancein Voting by Certain Ab-
senteeElectors.—

Any electorqualified to votean official absenteeballot
in accordancewith the provisionsof section1301, sub-
section (k), mayreceiveassistancein voting (1) if there
is recordedon his registration card his declarationthat
he hasa physicaldisability which rendershim unableto
seeor mark the official absenteeballot, the exact nature
of such disability being recorded on suoh registration
card; (2) if such elector requiring assistancesubmits
with his application for an official absenteeballot, a
statementsetting forth the precise nature of the dis-
ability which renders him unable to see or mark the
official absenteeballot and that to the best of his knowl-
edgeand belief he will still sufferfrom the said physical
disability at the time of voting his official absenteebal-
lot. ‘He shall acknowledgethe same before an officer
qualified to take acknowledgementof deeds. Suchstate-
ment shall be in substantially the following form:

Statementof AbsenteeElector RequiringAssistance
I , herebystate

(Nameof voter requiring assistance)
that I require assistancein marking the official absentee
ballot for the primary or election held

(Date)
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19. . ., that will be issuedto mefor the following reason:

(Insert nature of disability)

(Signatureor mark of elector)

(Date of signatureor mark)

Commonwealthof Pennsylvania:
County of

On this day of , 19..., beforeme,
, the undersignedofficer personally

appeared , known to me (or satis-
factorily proven) to be the person whose signature or
mark appears on the within instrument and acknowl-
edgedthe samefor the purposestherein contained.

In witnesswhereof,I havehereuntoset my hand and
official seal

(Title of Officer)

Uponreceiptof the official absenteeballot, such elector
requiring assistancemay selectan adult personto assist
him in voting such assistanceto be renderedin secret.
The adult person rendering the assistancein voting
should be required to fill out, dateand sign the declara-
tion in suchform approvedby the Secretaryof the Com-
monwealth,or substantially in the form as set forth be-
low, as he has causedthe elector’s ballot to be marked
in accordancewith such elector’s desires and instruc-
tion. Such declaration form shall be returned to the
county board of elections in the mailing envelopead-
dressed to the county board of electionswithin which
the small “official absenteeballot” is returned.

Declaration of PersonRenderingAssistance
I , an adult per-

(Nameof Personrendering assistance)
son herebydeclare that I havewitnessedthe aforesaid
elector’s signatureor mark and that I havecausedthe
aforesaid elector’s ballot to be marked in accordance
with the desiresand instructionsaf the aforesaidelector.

(Signatureof PersonRenderingAssistance)

(Address)

Section 24. Sections1307,1308 and 1309 of the act, ~d1~J~ of
addedMarch 6, 1951 (P. L. 3), areamendedto read: act, added March

6, 1951, P. L. 8,
amended.Section 1307. [Military] Certain ElectorsVoting in

Districts of Residence.—
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(a) Wheneverany qualified elector in actual military
service is presentin his voting district of residenceon
any primary, special,municipal or generalelection day
andhas not alreadyvoted in such election,he may ap-
ply [to his district electionboard] in personat the office
of the county boardof electionof the countyof his resi-
dence and he shall then and there executehis applica-
tion for an official absenteeballot [and vote it in such
election].
(b) Each such application shall be in the form and
shall contain the information required by this act to-
getherwith a statementby the applicant that he has
notalreadyvotedin the election. [All suchapplications
shall be transmittedto the countyboardof election im-
mediatelyupon the closing of the polls.]

The county boardof electionsshall ascerlainfrom the
information on suchapplicationor from any othersource
that such applicant possessesall the qualifications of a
qualified elector other than being registeredor enrolled.
If the board is satisfiedthat the applicant is qualifiedto
receive an official absenteeballot, the application shall
be marked“Approved.” Whenso approved,the county
board of electionsshall causethe applicant’s name and
residence(aizd at primaries,the party enrollment) to be
inserted in the “Military, Veterans and Emergency
Civilian AbsenteeVoters File” as provided in section
1302.3subsection(b).
(c) Upon receiving an official absenteeballot and en-
velopestherefor,he shall, in secret,in the [polling place]
office of the countyboard of electionsvote the ballot and
[prepareit for executionof the affidavit and jurat] ‘exe-
cute the declaration as prescribedby this act. [The affi-
davit shallbe executedbeforethe judge or eitherinspec-
tor of election, and the jurat subscribedby the person
beforewhom the affidavit is taken.] The [military] elec-
tor shall thensecurelyseal the secondenvelopeandhand
it to the [judge] chiefclerk of the countyboard of elec-
tion who shall securely keepsame in accordancewith
the provisions of section1308. [The judge of election
shall . place all such envelopesin a container marked
“Official Military Ballots” which shall be sealedimme-
diately upon the closing of the polls and transmittedto
the county board of election.
(d) Eachdistrict election board shall preparea se,pa-
rate list of the namesof all such voters,which shall be
attachedto the lists of voters required by the act to
which this is an amendment.
(e) Each county board of election shall prepareand
deliver to each district election board on such election
days an adequatesupply of official ballots, envelopes
and other suppliesas requiredby this act.
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(f) Eachcounty boardof election, before the day fixed
by this act for the canvassingof official ballots, shall
post, attachedto the “Military File,” an alphabetically
arrangedlist setting forth the name,residence,the local
votingdistrict andwardof everymilitary electorvoting
under the provisionsof this section. The list shall not
contain the elector’s military addressor military or-
ganization. Copiesof such lists ma~rbe furnishedas in
the caseof copiesof the military file.]

Section 1308. Canvassingof Official [Military] Ab-
senteeBallots.—

(a) The county boards of election, upon receipt of
official [military] absenteeballots in such envelopes,
shall safely keep the same in sealed or locked con-
tainers until they meet to canvassofficial [military]
absenteeballots, which canvassshall begin immediately
following the official civilian canvassfor [all] the pri-
mary or [elections] November election or the second
Friday following the primary or November election,
whicheverdate is later. [After the November election,
the canvassof official military ballotsshall begin at ten
o’clock A. M., EasternStandardTime, on the second
Friday following the election.] Said canvass to com-
menceat ten o’clock A. M., Eastern Standard Time.
No such ballots shall be countedwhich are receivedin
their offices later than ten o’clock A. M., EasternStand-
ard Time, of the secondFriday following the primary
election or the November election. At such time the
membersof the return boardsor the county boardsof
election shall in persondispose of official [military] ab-
senteeballots in the mannerhereinafterset forth. The
county boards of election may designate a sufficient
number of clerks to perform such duties. When it is
determinedthat clerksshallbe appointed,the totalnum-
bershall in every casebe in multiples of three,andeach
memberof a countyboardof electionsshall appoint an
equalnumberthereof.

(b) Eachcandidatefor nominationor election shall be
entitled to appoint onewatcherandeachpolitical party
or body which has nominated candidatesshall be en-
titled to appoint threewatchers. Watchersshall be per-
mitted to be pnesentwhen the envelopescontainingoffi-
cial [military] absenteeballots are openedand when
such ballotsare countedandrecorded.

(c) In disposingof an official [military] absenteeballot
the county return boardor the county boardof election
shall examinethe [affidavit and jurat] declaration and
if the [jurat] samebearsa datelater than the dateof
[the] suchprimary or election, the envelopeshall be set
asideunopened.
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(d) Wheneverit shall appear by due proof that any
absenteeelector who has returned his ballot in accord-
ancewith the provisionsof this act hasdied prior to the
openingof the polls on the day of the primary or elec-
tion, the ballot of suchdeceasedelector shall be rejected
by the canvassersbut the counting of the ballot of an
elector thus deceasedshall not of itself invalidate any
nominationor election.

(e) The boardshall then further examinethe [affidavit
and jurat of] declaration on each envelopenot so set
aside and shall comparethe information thereonwith
that containedin the “RegisteredAbsenteeVotersFile”
and the “Military, Veteransand EmergencyCivilians
AbsenteeVoters File” [military file]. If the board is
satisfiedthat the [affidavit and jurat are] declaration is
sufficient and that the elector has qualified, and the
board has utilized the information contained in the
[military] “Registered AbsenteeVoters File” and the
“Military, Veteransand EmergencyCivilians Absentee
Voters File” [file] to verify his right to vote, theboard
shall announcethe name of the elector and shall give
any [person] watcher presentan opportunity to chal-
lenge in like mannerand for the samecause,exceptthe
failure of qualified electorsset forth in precedingsection
1301,*subsections(a) to (i), inclusive,to registeror en-
roll, as the elector could havebeen challengedhad he
presentedhimself in his own district to vote other than
by official [military] absenteeballot: Providedfurther,
That any watcher may challengeany absenteeelector
upon the groundor grounds(1) that the absenteeelector
is not a qualified absenteeelector as defined in this act;
or (2) that the absenteeelector was within the county
of his residenceon the day of the primary or election
during the period the polls wereopen, exceptwhere he
was in military serviceor exceptin the casewhere his
ballot was obtained for the reason that he was unable
to appear personally at the polling place because of
illness or physical disability; or (3) that the absentee
electorwasable to appearpersonallyat the polling place
on the day of the primary or electionduring the period
the polls were open in the casehis ballot was obtained
for the reason that he was unable to appear personally
at the polling place becauseof illness ~r physical dis-
ability. Upon challenge of any absenteeelector, the
boardshall mark “challenged” on the envelopetogether
with the reason or reasons therefor, and the sameshall
be set asideunopenedpendingdecision. [If no challenges
are sustained]Thereupon,the boardshall open the en-
velope of every unchallengedabsenteeelector in such
manner as not to destroy the [affidavit and jiirat

e “subsection” in original.
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printed] declaration executedthereon. All of such en-
velopes on which are printed, stampedor endorsedthe
words “Official [Military] AbsenteeBallot” shall be
placed in one or moredepositoriesat one time andsaid
depositoryor depositorieswell shakenandthe envelopes
mixed before any envelope is taken therefrom. The
boardshall then break the seals of such envelopes,re-
move the ballotsandrecordthe votesin thesamemanner
as district election officers are requiredto record votes.
With respectto the challengedballots, the board shall
fix a time and place for a formal hearing of all such
challengesand notice shall be given where possible to
all absenteeelectors thus challengedand to every at-
torney, watcher or candidatewho madesuch challenge.
The time for the hearing shallnot be later than ten (10)
days after the date of challenge. On the day fixed for
said hearing, the board shall proceedwithout delay to
hear said challengesand, in hearing the testimony,the
boardshall not be bound by technical rules of evidence.
The testimony presentedshall be stenographically re-
cordedand madepart of the record of the hearing. The
decision of the board in upholding or dismissingany
challengemaybe reviewedby the court of commonpleas
of the county upon a petition filed by any person ag-
grievedby the decisionof the countyboard. Suchappeal
shall be taken, within two (2) days after such decision
shall have been made, whether reduced to writing or
not, to the court of commonpleas setting forth the ob-
jectionsto the board’s decisionand prayingfor an order
reversingsame. Pending the final determinationof all
appeals,theboardshall suspendany action in canvassing
and computing all challenged ballots irrespective of
whetheror not appeal was taken from the board’s de-
cision. Upon completion of the computationof the re-
turns of the county, the votes cast upon the official
[military] absenteeballots shall be addedto the other
votes cast within the county.

Section 1309. Public Records.—
All official [military] absenteeballots, [military] files,
applicationsfor such ballotsandenvelopeson which the
executed[jurats andaffidavits] declarationsappear,and
all information and lists are herebydesignatedand de-
clared to be public recordsandshall be safely kept for
a period of two years, except that no information con-
cerning a military electorshall be madepublic which is
expresslyforbiddenby the War Departmentbecauseof
military security.

Section 25. Section 1853 of the act, amendedJanu- se~tionis:sdef
ary 8, 1960 (P. L. 2135),is amendedto read: Jazuary8, 1980.

Section 1853. Violations of Provisions Relating to further am’ended.
AbsenteeElectorsBallots.—If any personshall sign an
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application for absenteeballot or declarationof elector
on the [form] forms prescribed [by section 1302-B]
knowing anymatter declaredthereinto be false,or shall
vote any ballot other than one properly issuedto him,
or vote or attempt to vote more than once in any elec-
tion for which an absenteeballot shall havebeenissued
to him, or shall violate any other provisionsof Article
XIII [-B] of this act, he shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor,and,uponconviction, shall be sentencedto pay
a fine not exceedingone thousand dollars ($1000), or
be imprisoned for a term not exceedingone year, or
both, at the discretion of the court.

If any chief clerk or memberof a boardof elections,
member of a return board or memberof a board of
registration commissioners,shall neglect or refuse to
perform any of the duties prescribedby Article XIII
[-B] of this act, or shall reveal or divulge any of the
details of any ballot cast in accordancewith the pro-
visions of Article XIII [-B] of this act, or shall count
an absenteeballot knowing the sameto be contrary to
Article XIII [-B], or shall reject an absenteeballot
without reasonto believe that the sameis contrary to
Article XIII [-B], or shall permitan elector to casthis
ballot at a polling place knowing that therehas been
issuedto the elector anabsenteeballot, he shallbe guilty
of a misdemeanor,and, upon conviction, shall be pun-
ished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars
($1000), or be imprisoned for a term of one year, or
both, at the discretion of the court.

Articles XIII-A Section 26. Articles XIII-A and XIII-B of the act
and XIII-B of
act repealed. and its amendmentsare repealed.

All otheracts or partsof acts are herebyrepealedin
so far as they are inconsistentwith the provisions of
this act.

Cities of first Section 27. Cities of the first classand counties are
class, hereby authorized and empoweredto appropriatethe

moneys necessaryto carry out the provisions of this
amendment.

Effective date. Section 28. This act shalltakeeffect January1, 1964.

APPROVED—The13thday of August, A. D. 1963.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 380

AN ACT

Amending the act of April 29, 1937 (P. L. 487), entitled, as
amended,“An act to provide for the permanentpersonalregis-
tration of electorsin cities of thesecondclass,cities of thesec-


