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AN ACT
SB3

Amending the act of June 24, 1939 (P. L. 872), entitled “An act to consolidate,
amendand revise the penal laws of the Commonwealth,”changingthe penalty for
the crime of rape and assaultwith intent to ravish.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahere-
by enactsasfollows:

Section1. Sections721 and722, actof June24, 1939 (P. L. 872),
known as “The Penal Code,” are amendedto read:

Section721. Rape; (a).—Whoeverhasunlawful carnalknowledge

of a woman, forcibly andagainsther will, [or whoever,beingof the
ageof sixteen (16) yearsandupwards,unlawfully andcarnallyknows
andabusesanywomanchild underthe ageof sixteen (16) yearswith
or without her consent,]is guilty of rape,a felony, andon conviction,
shallbe sentencedto paya fine not exceeding[seventhousanddollars
($7,000),or] ten thousanddollars ($10,000),and undergoimprison-

ment, by separateor solitary confinementat labor [or by simpleim-
prisonment,not exceedingfifteen (15) years,or both.] for aterm the
length of which shallbe determinedby the courtbut shall not be less

thanfifteen (15) yearsor morethanlife if in the courseof thecom-ET
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missionof the act, he inflicts seriousbodily injury uponanyone.In all

othercaseshe shallbe sentencedto pay a fine not exceedingtenthou-ET
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sanddollars ($10,000),or undergoimprisonmentby separateor soli-ET
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tary confinementat laboror by simple imprisonmentfor a term which

shallbe determinedby the court, the maximumof which shallnot ex-ET
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ceedtwenty (20) years,or both

.

As used in this section the term “serious bodily injury” means

bodily injury which createsasubstantialrisk of deathor which causes

seriouspermanentdisfigurementor protractedloss or impairmentof

the function of any member or organ of the body

.

(b) Whoever,being of the ageof sixteen (16) yearsandupwards

,

unlawfully andcarnallyknows andabusesanywomanchild underthe

ageof sixteen (16) yearswith her consent,is guilty of statutoryrape

,

a felony, and on conviction, shall be sentencedto pay a fine not ex-ET
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ceedingseventhousanddollars ($7,000),or undergoimprisonment,by

separateor solitary confinementat labor, or by simple imprisonment

,

not exceedingfifteen (15) years or both.

Upon the trial of any defendantchargedwith the unlawful carnal
knowledgeandabuseof awomanchild underthe ageof sixteen (16)
years,if the jury shall find that such womanchild was not of good
repute,and that the carnal knowledgewaswith her consent,thede-
fendantshall be acquittedof rape,andbe convictedof fornication.

Section722. Assaultwith Intent.to Ravish.—Whoevercommitsan
assaultandbattery upon a female, with intent, forcibly andagainst
her will, to have unlawful carnalknowledge of her, is guilty of a
felony, and on conviction, for the first offense, shall be sentencedto

pay a fine not exceeding[two thousanddollars ($2,000) or] seven

thousand dollars ($7,000) andundergoimprisonment,by separateor

solitary confinementat labor, not exceeding[five (5)] fifteen (15)

years [or both] if in the courseof the commissionof the act, he

inflicts seriousbodily injury uponanyone.In all othercaseshe shallbe

sentencedto pay a fine not exceedingtwenty-five hundred dollars

($2,500), or undergo imprisonmentby separateor solitary confine-ET
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mentat laboror by simple imprisonmentfor not morethanseven (7

)

years or both. For the secondoffense, or any subsequentoffense,he

shall be sentencedto pay a fine not exceedingseventhousanddollars

($7,000) andundergoimprisonmentby separateor solitary confine-ET
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mentat laborfor a term up to a maximumof his natural life

.

As used in this section the term “serious bodily injury” means

bodily injury which createsasubstantialrisk of deathor whichcauses

seriouspermanentdisfigurementor protractedloss or impairment of

the function of any memberor organ of the body.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The12th day of May, A. D. 1966.

WILLIAM W. SCRANTON


