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AN ACT
HB 1555

Amending the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.805, No.247), entitled, asamended, “An
act to empower cities of the second class A, and third class, boroughs,
incorporated towns, townships of the first and second classes including those
within a county of the second class and counties of the second class A through
eighth classes, individually or jointly, to plan their development and to govern
the same by zoning, subdivision and land development ordinances, planned
residential development and other ordinances, by official maps, by the
reservation of certain land for future public purpose and by the acquisition of
such land; providing for the establishment of planning commissions,
planning departments, planning committees and zoning hearing boards,
authorizing them to charge fees, make inspections and hold public hearings;
providing for appropriations, appeals to courts and penalties for violations;
and repealing acts and parts of acts,” further regulating the giving of notice
and the time of hearings by zoning hearing board.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (9) of section 908, act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.80S5, No.247), known as the “Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code,” amended June 1, 1972 (P.L.333, No0.93), are amended
to read:

Section 908. Hearings.—The board shall conduct hearings and
make decisions in accordance with the following requirements:

(1) Notice shall be given to the public, the applicant, the zoning
officer, such other persons as the governing body shall designate by
ordinance and to any person who has made timely request for the same.
Notices shall be given at such time and in such manner as shall be
prescribed by ordinance or, in the absence of ordinance provision, by
rules of the board. The governing body may establish reasonable fees,
based on cost, to be paid by the applicant and by persons requesting any
notice not required by ordinance. In addition to the notice provided
herein, notice of said hearing shall be conspicuously posted on the
affected tract of land.
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(9) The board or the hearing officer, as the case may be, shall render
a written decision or, when no decision is called for, make written
findings on the application within forty-five days after the last hearing
before the board or hearing officer. Except in home rule municipalities,
where the application is contested or denied, each decision shall be
accompanied by findings of fact and conclusions based thereon together
with the reasons therefor. Conclusions based on any provisions of this
act or of any ordinance, rule or regulation shall contain a reference to
the provision relied on and the reasons why the conclusion is deemed
appropriate in the light of the facts found. If the hearingis conducted by
a hearing officer, and there has been no stipulation that his decision or
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findings are final, the board shall make his report and recommendations
available to the parties and the parties shall be entitled to make written
representations thereon to the board prior to final decision or entry of
findings, and the board’s decision shall be entered no later than forty-
five days after the decision of the hearing officer. Where the board [has
power to render a decision and the board or the hearing officer, as the
case may be,] fails to render the [same] decision within the period
required by this subsection, or fails to hold the required hearing within
Jorty-five days from the date of the applicant’s request for a-hearing, the
decision shall be deemed to have been rendered in favor of the applicant
unless the applicant has agreed in writing to an extension of time. When
a decision has been rendered in favor of the applicant because of the
failure of the board to meet or render a decision as hereinabove
provided, the municipality shall give public notice of said decision
within ten days in the same manner as provided in subsection (1) of this
section. Nothing in this subsection shall prejudice the right of any party

opposing the application to urge that such decision is erroneous.
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APPROVED—The 10th day of December, A. D. 1974.
MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoing is a true and correct copy of Act of the General Assembly

Secretary of the Commonwealth.



