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No. 1980-30

AN ACT

HB 11

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled “An act
relating to the public school system, including certainprovisionsapplicable
as well to private andparochialschools; amending,revising, consolidating
andchangingthe laws relating thereto,” further providing for intermediate
unit boardof directors,adoption of the intermediateunit budget,annual
conventions,and powersand duties of intermediateunit boardsof direc-
tors, making editorial changes and authorizing intermediate units to
contractwith privateresidentialrehabilitativeinstitutions.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 910-A, act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the “Public SchoolCodeof 1949,” amendedApril 24, 1978
(P.L.67,No.33), is amendedto read:

Section 910-A. IntermediateUnit Board of Directors.—(a) [Each]
The intermediateunit boardof directorsshall be composedof thirteen
membersexcept as otherwise provided for in this subsection, chosen
for termsof threeyearsfrom amongmembersof the boardsof school
directorsof school districtscomprisingthe intermediateunit. An inter-
mediateunit director maysucceedhimself without limitation as to the
numberof terms. [Unlesstherearefewer thanthirteenschool districts
in an intermediateunit, at] At no time shall more thanone director
from any school district be elected to an intermediateunit board of
directors.Where thereare fewer than thirteenschool districts within
an intermediateunit, thereshall be [at least] one schooldirector from
eachschooldistrict electedto the intermediateunit boardof directors.
When there are more than thirteen districts in an intermediate unit
each district, as far as practicable, may have one member on the unit
board, up to a maximum of twenty members. The electionof inter-
mediateunit boardsof directorsshall be by proportionateballot, and
eachschooldirectorof eachschooldistrict within an intermediateunit
shall be entitled to cast votes determinedby dividing the weighted
averagedaily membershipof the school district by the total weighted
averagedaily membershipwithin the intermediateunit, multiplying the
quotient so obtained by one thousand, dividing the product so
obtainedby [thirteen] the number of dfrectors as provided for above,
and rounding such dividend to the nearestwhole number: Provided,
however,That eachschool director shall have at least one vote. The
Secretaryof Educationshall annually, not later than the first day of
February, certify the weighted average daily membership for the
previousschool year for eachschooldistrict and for eachintermediate
unit, and shall computethe number of votes to which each school
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director of each school district within an intermediateunit shall be
entitled.

(b) Except for the initial election, directors shall be electedannu-
ally [in April] between February 1 and June 30 by conventionor by
mail ballot of the schooldirectorsof the schooldistrictscomprisingan
intermediateunit as follows: five every third year, four each other
year. An intermediate unit board choosing to elect members by mail
ballot shall notify the secretary of the board of directors of each
school district comprising the intermediate unit annually prior to
January 1. The act of July 19, 1974 (P.L.486, No.175), referred to as
the Public Agency Open Meeting Law shall not apply to the election
of members by mail ballot. Intermediateunit boardsof directorsshall
organizeannuallyin July.

(c) The initial electionof directorsshall be held betweenthe effec-
tive dateof this act andJanuary15, 1971; and thirteendirectorsshall
be elected for terms to begin on January15, 1971, to expire for four
directors on June30, 1972, for four directorson June30, 1973 and
for five directorson June30, 1974. From the dateof electionto July
1, 1971 the directors elected initially shall serve as intermediateunit
planningcommitteesto plan for the operationsof intermediateunits
commencingJuly 1, 1971.

(d) Vacancieson an intermediateunit board of directorsshall be
filled by appointmentby majority voteof the remaining intermediate
unit directors. A director so appointedshall serve until the annual
[convention] election, at which time [the conventionshall elect] a
director shall be elected to servethe unexpiredportion of the term.An
intermediateunit directorelectedto fill avacancymaysucceedhimself
without limitations as to the numberof terms. Vacanciesshall occur
upon the death, resignation, or removal of an intermediate unit
director,or whenhe no longer holdsoffice as a schooldirector.In the
event vacancies exist or occur in the membership of all of the
membersof an intermediateunit boardof directors, a specialconven-
tion, called by the Secretaryof Education, shall be held of school
directors of the school districts comprisingthe intermediateunit for
the purposeof electingdirectorsto fill the vacancies.

(e) Any memberof an intermediateunit boardof directorsmaybe
removedin the samemannerand for the samecauseas provided by
law for removalof membersof boardsof schooldirectors.

(f) Electionsof intermediateunit directorsand the organizationof
intermediateunit boardsof directorsshall be conductedin accordance
with regulationsadoptedby the StateBoardof Education.

(g) In the caseof an intermediateunit comprisedof a singleschool
district, the board of educationof the school district shall be the
intermediateunit boardof directors.

Section 2. Section911-A and clauses(6) and (11) of section914-A
of the act, addedMay 4, 1970 (P.L.311, No.102), are amendedand
section914-A is amendedby addinga clauseto read:
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Section 911-A. [Annual] Conventions.—~Theexecutive director of
each intermediate unit shall call a convention to be held annually in
April for the purpose of electing members to the intermediate unit
board of directors, approval of the budget of the intermediate unit by
a majority of votes of the directors present and voting and for the
consideration and discussionof matters pertaining to the improvement
of education in the public schools within the intermediate unit and
such other businessasmay properly come before the convention. The
executivedirector shall at leastone week prior to such annual conven-
tion furnish each director of each district comprising the unit with a
printed copy of the budget proposed for adoption.] The intermediate
unit board of directors may direct the executive director to call a
convention to be held between February 1 and June 30 for the
purpose of electing members to the intermediate unit board of direc-
tors, for consideration and discussion of matters pertaining to the
improvement of education in the schools within the intermediate unit,
and for such other business as may properly come before the conven-
tion. In addition, the intermediateunit board of directors may call
into special convention the school directors of all school districts
[within] comprising an intermediateunit at any time for the consider-
ation of businesswhich may properly come before a special conven-
tion. On petition of a majority of the school [directors of all school]
districtsIwithin] comprising the intennediate unit for a specialconven-
tion for a stated purposerelating to proper businessof the inter-
mediateunit, including the election of members to the intermediate
unit board of directors, the intermediateunit board of directorsshall
direct the executive director to call into specialconventionthe school
directors of all school districts [within] comprising the intermediate
unit for considerationof such statedpurposeor election: Provided,
That petitions for a convention to ~‘lectmembers of the intermediate
unit board of directors must be received by the secretary of the
intermediate unit board of directors no later than February 1. Notice
to eachsuch district directorshall be given at least five daysprior to
suchspecialconvention.

Section 914-A. Powersand Duties of the IntermediateUnit Board
of Directors.—Anintermediateunit board of directorsshall havethe
powerandits duty shallbe:

(6) To adopt and advertise the intermediateunit budget. The
budget shall be approvedby (i) at least a majority of the school
districts comprisingthe intermediateunit; and (ii) at least a majority
of the proportionatevotes of all school directors[presentand voting
in convention,] and shall be filed annuallywith the [Superintendentof
Public Instructioni Secretary of Education and advertisedor notice
thereofgiven to the public in each of its componentschooldistricts as
requiredof local school district budgetsby section687 of this act on
or before the first day of May. Budgetedexpendituresshall be those
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expendituresclassified as current expenses, capital outlays, debt
redemptions and outgoing transfers according to the Manual of
AccountingandRelatedFinancialProceduresfor PennsylvaniaSchool
Systemsand amendmentsand supplementstheretopublishedby the
Department of [Public InstructiOn] Education.

(11) To leaseland~,]and buildings [and equipment].

(17) To purchase or lease equipment and motor vehicles to be used
for educational programs and services.

Section3. The act is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section 914.1-A. Contracts with Private Residential Rehabilitative

Institutions.—(a) Intermediate units shall have the power to contract
with private residential rehabilitative institutions for educational
services to be provided to children as part of any rehabilitative
program required in conjunction with the placement of a child in any
such institution pursuant to a proceeding under 42 Pa. C.S. Ch. 63
(relating to juvenile matters).

(b) The actual cost of such services shall be borne by the school
district of the child’s residence and the department shall effectuate the
reimbursement of the various intermediate unit expenditures adminis-
tratively through the deduction of an appropriate amount from the
basic instructional subsidy of any school district which had resident
students that were provided educational services by a private residen-
tial rehabilitative institution.

(c) For the purpose of this section, a “private residential rehabili-
tative institution” means a facility, other than one operated by a
public agency, which as of December 31, 1977 provided to juveniles
legally committed thereto pursuant to a proceeding under the act of
December 6, 1972 (P.L. 1464, No.333), known as the “Juvenile Act,”
educational services as part of a total rehabilitative package, funded,
at least in part, through contractual agreements with the county of
which each child is a resident, whereby the institution received from
the county an amount per diem for each child legally committed
thereto.

(d) A private residential rehabilitative institution shall be exempt
from administrative control by the intermediate unit contracting there-
with other than those controls necessary to assure the proper expendi-
ture of funds for the maintenance of the minimum education program
provided for in the contract. Such contracts shall not require compli-
ance with this act to any extent greater than such compliance existed
on the effective date of this amendatory act.



90 Act 1980-30

Section4. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The6th dayof April, A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA


