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No. 1980-107

AN ACT

HB 1352

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutes,further providing for sentencingguidelinesand imposingcriminal
penaltiesfor the killing, maiming or disfiguring of anyzooanimal.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections1381(c), 1385(a) and (c) and 5511(a) of Title
18, act of November 25, 1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the
PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,areamendedto read:
§ 1381. Compositionandorganizationof commission.

(c) Meetingsandquorum.—
(1) The commissionshall meet not less frequentlythanquarterly

to establishits generalpolicies andrules.
(2) The commission shall be deemedan “agency” within the

meaningof the act of July 19, 1974 (P.L.486,No.175), referredto
as the Public Agency OpenMeetingLaw.

(3) Nine commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the
purpose of adopting proposedinitial and initial and subsequent
guidelines. A majority of commissionersshall constitute a quorum
for all otherpurposes.

(4) Minutes of meetingsshall be kept by the executivedirector
andfiled at the executiveoffice of the commission.

§ 1385. Publication of guidelines for sentencing.
(a) Generalrule.—Thecommissionshall:

(1) Prior to adoption, publish in the PennsylvaniaBulletin all
proposed initial and subsequentsentencing guidelines and hold
public hearingsnot earlier than 30 daysand not later than60 days
thereafterto afford an opportunity for the following personsand
organizationsto testify:

(i) PennsylvaniaDistrict AttorneysAssociation.
(ii) Chiefsof PoliceAssociations.
(iii) FraternalOrderof Police.
(iv) Public DefendersOrganization.
(v) Law school faculty members.
(vi) StateBoardof ProbationandParole.
(vii) Bureauof Correction.
(viii) PennsylvaniaBar Association.
(ix) PennsylvaniaWardensAssociation.
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(x) Pennsylvania Association on Probation, Parole and
Corrections.

(xi) PennsylvaniaConferenceof StateTrial Judges.
(xii) Any otherinterestedpersonsor organizations.

(2) Publish in the Pennsylvania Bulletin all initial and
subsequentsentencingguidelinesas adoptedby the commission.

(3) Adopt and publish in the PennsylvaniaBulletin pursuantto
subsection (a)(2) the initial sentencingguidelines within [181 21
months of the first meeting of the PennsylvaniaCommissionon
Sentencing.

(c) Effective date.—Initial and any subsequentguidelinesadopted
by the commissionshall becomeeffective [901 180 days after publi-
cation in the PennsylvaniaBulletin pursuantto subsection(a)(2) unless
rejected in their entirety by the GeneralAssembly by a concurrent
resolution within 90 days of their publication. If not rejectedby the
GeneralAssemblythe commissionersshall conduct training and orien-
tation for trial court judgesprior to the effective date of the guide-
lines.
§ 5511. Cruelty to animals.

(a) Killing, maiming or poisoning domestic animals or zoo
animals,etc.—

(1) A personcommitsa misdemeanorof the seconddegreeif he
willfully and maliciously kills, maims or disfigures any domestic
animalof anotherpersonor anyzooanimal in captivity, or willfully
and maliciously, administerspoison to any such domesticor zoo
animal, or exposesany poisonoussubstance,with intent that the
sameshall be takenor swallowedby animals,fowl or birds.

(2) This subsectionshall not apply to the killing of any animal
taken or found in the act of actually destroying any domestic
animal or domesticfowl nor to such reasonableactivity as maybe
undertakenin connectionwith vermin control or pest control. [For
the purposes of this subsection,“domestic animal” shall mean any
dog, cat, equine animal, bovine animal, sheep, goat or porcine
animal. For the purposesof this subsection, “domestic fowl” shall
mean any avis raised for food, hobby or sport.1

(3) Asusedin this subsection,thefollowing terms shall have the
meaningsgiven to them In thisparagraph:

“Domestic animaL” Any dog, cat, equine animal, bovine
animal, sheep,goatorporcine animaL

“Domesticfowl.” Any avisraisedfor food,hobbyor sport.
“Zoo animal.~” Any member of the classof mammalia, ayes,

amphiia or reptilia which is kept in a confined area by a public
body or private individual for purposes of observation by the
generalpublic.
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Section2. This act shall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The10th dayof July, A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH
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