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No. 1980-134

AN ACT

SB 764

Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled “An act
concerningelections,including general,municipal,specialandprimaryelec-
tions, the nomination of candidates,primary and election expensesand
election contests;creatingand defining membershipof county boardsof
elections; imposingdutiesupon the Secretaryof the Commonwealth,courts,
county boards of elections, county commissioners;imposingpenalties for
violation of the act, and codifying, revising and consolidating the laws
relating thereto; and repealingcertainacts and parts of acts relating to
elections,” providing for appointmentof poll watchersby candidatesfor
elections, further providing for affidavits of candidates,placing limitations
on the eligibility of candidates,changingthe time limitation for circulation
andfiling of nominationpapers, furtherproviding for absenteeballots and
for the contentsof certainreports.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section417, act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333,No.320), known as the “PennsylvaniaElection Code,” is
amendedto read:

Section417. Appointmentof Watchers.—
(a) Each candidate for nomination or election at any Iprimaryl

election shall be entitled to appoint two watchers in each election
district in which such candidateis voted for. Eachpolitical party and
each political body which has nominated candidatesin accordance
with the provisionsof this act, shall be entitled to appoint three
watchersat any general,municipal or specialelection in eachelection
district in which the candidatesof suchparty or political body are to
be votedfor. Such watchersshall servewithout expenseto the county.

Section2. Subsection(e) of section951 of the act, amendedJuly
5, 1947 (P.L.1358,No.537), is amendedto read:

Section 951. Nominationsby Political Bodies._* * *

(e) Thereshall be appendedto eachnominationpaperoffered for
filing an affidavit of each candidatenominatedtherein, stating—(1)
the electiondistrict in which he resides;(2) the nameof the office for
which he consentsto be a candidate;(3) that he is eligible for such
office; (4) that he will not knowingly violateany provisionof this act,
or of any law regulating and limiting election expenses,and prohib-
iting corrupt practices in connectiontherewith; (5) that his namehas
not been presentedas a candidateby nomination petitions for any
public office to be votedfor at the ensuingprimary election,nor has
he beennominatedby any othernominationpapersfiled for any such
office; (6) that in the casewhere he is a candidatefor election at a
general or municipal election, he was not a registeredand enrolled
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member of a party thfrty (30) dayN before the primary held prior to
the general or municipal election in that same year; (7) that, in the
case where he is a candidate for election at a special election, he is not
a registered and enrolled member of a party.

Section3. The act is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section 951.1. Limitations on Eligibility of Candidates. —A ny

person who is a registered and enrolled member of a party during any
period of time beginning with thirty (30) days before the primary and
extending through the general or municipal election of that same year
shall be ineligible to be the candidate of a political body in a general
or municipal election held in that same year nor shall any person who
Is a registered and enrolled member of a party be eligible to be the
candidate of a political body for a special election.

Section4. Subsections(b) and (c) of section953 of the act,
amendedAugust 13, 1963 (P.L.707,No.379), areamendedto read:

Section953. PlaceandTime of Filing NominationPapers.—

(b) No nomination paper shall be circulated prior to the tenth
Wednesdayprior to the primary, and no signatureshall be counted
unless it bears a date affixed not earlier than the tenth Wednesday
prior to the primary nor later th;an the [seventh Wednesday pnori
second Friday subsequent to the primary.

(c) All nominationpapersmust be filed on or before the [seventh
Wednesdaypriori second Fridaysubsequentto theprimary.

Section 5. Subsections (a) and (e) of section1302 of the act,
amendedDecember11, 1968 (P.L.1183,No.375), areamendedanda
subsectionis addedto read:

Section1302. Applications for Official Absentee Ballots.—
(a) Any qualified elector defined in preceding section1301,
subsections(a) to (h), inclusive, may apply at any time before any
primaryor electionfor any official absenteeballot in person,on any
form supplied by the FederalGovernment,or on any official county
board of election form addressedto the Secretaryof the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvaniaor the county boardof electionof the county
in which his voting residenceis located.[An application shall be issued
only to an elector who appears in person at the office of the county
board of election and signs for the application, or who, by mail,
requestsan application with a written and signedcommunication. No
more than one application for an absenteeballot shall be issuedto any
elector. A copy of the request for the application shall be kept on
record at the office of the county board of election.I

(e) Any qualified bedriddenor hospitalizedveteranabsent from
the State or county of his residenceandunableto attendhis polling
place becauseof such illness or physical disability, regardlessof
whetherhe is registeredor enrolled,mayapply at anytime before any
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primary or election for an official absenteeballot on any official
county board of election form addressedto the Secretaryof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaor the county board of electionsof
the countyin which his voting residenceis located.[The requestfor an
application shall be in writing, signedand transmitted by mail.i

The applicationshall contain the following information: Residence
at the time of becomingbedriddenor hospitalized,length of time a
citizen, length of residencein Pennsylvania,date of birth, length of
time aresidentin voting district, voting district if known, party choice
in caseof primary, nameand addressof presentresidenceor hospital
at which hospitalized.When suchapplicationis receivedby the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth,it shall be forwardedto thepropercounty
boardof elections.

The application for an official absenteeballot for any primary or
election shallbe madeon information suppliedover the signatureof
the bedriddenor hospitalized veteranas required in the preceding
subsection.Any qualified registeredelector, including a spouseor
dependentreferredto in subsection(1) of section1301, who expectsto
be or is absentfrom the Commonwealthor county of his residence
becausehis duties, occupationor businessrequirehim to be elsewhere
on the day of any primary or electionandany qualified registered
electorwho is unableto attendhis polling place on the day of any
primary or election becauseof illness or physicaldisability and any
qualified registeredbedriddenor hospitalizedveteranin the county of
residence,mayapply to the countyboardof electionsof the countyin
which his voting residenceis locatedfor an Official AbsenteeBallot.
Such application shall be madeupon an official application form
supplied by the county board of elections. Such official application
form shall be determinedand prescribedby the Secretary of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.[An applicationshall be issuedonly
to an elector who appearsIn person at the office of the county board
of election and signsfor the application, or who, by mail, requestsan
application with a written and signed communication. A copy of the
request for the application shall be kept on record at the office of the
county board of electlons.J

(1) The applicationof any qualified registeredelector, including
spouseor dependentreferredto in subsection(1) of section1301, who
expectsto be or is absent from the Commonwealthor county of his
residencebecausehis duties, occupationor businessrequirehim to be
elsewhereon the dayof anyprimaryor election,shall be signedby the
applicantand shall includethe surnameand christiannameor names
of the applicant, his occupation, date of birth, length of time a
residentin voting district, voting district if known, placeof residence,
post office addressto which ballot is to be mailed, the reasonfor his
absence,and suchother informationas shall makeclear to the county
boardof electionsthe applicant’sright to an official absenteeballot.
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(2) The application of any qualified registered elector who is
unable to attend his polling place on the day of any primary or
electionbecauseof illness or physical disability andthe applicationof
any qualified registered bedridden or hospitalized veteran in the
county of residenceshall be signedby the applicantand shall include
surnameandchristian nameor namesof the applicant, his occupa-
tion, date of birth, residenceat the time of becoming bedriddenor
hospitalized,length of time aresidentin voting district, voting district
if known, placeof residence,postoffice addressto which ballot is to
be mailed, and such other information as shall make clear to the
countyboard of electionsthe applicant’sright to an official ballot. In
addition, the applicationof such electors shall include a declaration
stating the nature of their disability or illness, and the nameof their
attending physician, if any, together with a supporting declaration
signedby such attendingphysician,or, if none, by a registeredelector
unrelatedby blood or marriageof the electiondistrict of theresidence
of the applicant: Provided, however, That in the event any elector
entitled to an absenteeballot under this subsectionbe unable to sign
his application becauseof illness or physical disability, he shall be
excused from signing upon making a statement which shall be
witnessedby one adult person in substantiallythe following form: I
herebystatethat I am unable to sign my applicationfor an absentee
ballot without assistancebecauseI am unableto write by reasonof
my illness or physical disability. I. havemadeor havereceived assis-
tancein making my mark in lieu of my signature.

(Mark)
(Date)

(CompleteAddress of Witness) (Signatureof Witness)
[No more thanone applicationfor an absenteeballot shall be issued
to any elector. A copy of the request for the application shall be kept
on record at the office of the county board of election.J

(I) Application for official absentee ballots shall be on forms
prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth. Such forms shall
be made freely available to the public at county board of elections,
municipal buildings and at such other locations designated by the
secretary. No written application or personal request shall be necessary
to receive the application forms. Copies of all completed applications
for official absentee ballots shall be retained by the county board of
elections.

Section6. Section 1641 of the act, added October 4, 1978
(P.L.893,No.171), is amendedto read:

Section 1641. Reports by BusinessEntities; Publication by Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth.—

(a) Any businessentity including but not limited to acorporation,
company, association,partnershipor sole proprietorship, which has



SESSIONOF 1980 Act 1980-134 653

beenawardednon-bid contractsfrom the Commonwealthor its polit-
ical subdivisionsduring the precedingcalendaryear, shall report by
February15 of eachyear to the Secretaryof the Commonwealthan
itemizedlist of all political contributionsknown to the businessentity
by virtue of the knowledge possessedby every officer, director,asso-
ciate, partner,limited partneror individual owner thathasbeenmade
by:

(1) any officer, director, associate, partner, limited partner,
individual owner or members of their immediate family when the
contributions exceed an aggregate of one thousand dollars ($1,000), by
any Individual during the preceding year; or

(2) any employeor membersof his immediatefamily whosepolit-
ical contribution exceededone thousanddollars ($1,000) during the
precedingyear.
For the purposesof this subsection, “immediate family” means a
person’sspouseandanyunemancipatedchild.

(b) It shall be the duty of the Secretaryof the Commonwealthto
publish sixty (60) days after February15 of each year a complete
itemized list of all contributions given under the provisions of
subsection(a). This list shall be a matter of public record open to
public inspectionand copiesmadeavailable at cost to any individual
who requeststhem.

Section7. Sections2, 3 and4 of this act shall take effect January
1, 1981; the remainderof the actshall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The12th dayof July, A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH


