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AN ACT

HB 2184

Amending Title 42 (Judiciaryand Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,further providingfor thejurisdiction of the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section722 of Title 42, act of November 25, 1970
(P.L.707,No.230), knownas the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
is amendedto read:
§ 722. Direct appealsfrom courtsof common pleas.

The SupremeCourt shall haveexclusivejurisdiction of appealsfrom
final ordersof the courtsof commonpleasin the following classesof
cases:

(1) [Felonioushomicide.)Mattersprescribedby general rule.
(2) The right to public office.. .

(3) [Matters decided in the orphans’ court division.) Matters
wherethe qualifications, tenureor right to serve,or the manner.of
service,ofanymemberofthejudiciary is drawn In question.

(4) [Direct criminal contemptin the courtsof commonpleasand
othercontemptproceedingsin t:he courtsof commonpleasrelating
to orders which are appealabledirectly. to the Supreme Court.)
Automaticreview of sentencesasprovidedby 42 Pa.C’~S.§ 9711(&)
(relating to reviewofdeath sentence).

(5) Supersessionof adistrict attorneyby an Attorney Generalor
by a court.

(6) Matters where the right or power of the Commonwealthor
anypolitical subdivisionto createor issue indebtednessis drawn in
direct question.

(7) Matterswherethe court of commonpleashasheld invalid as
repugnantto the Constitution,treatiesor laws of the UnitedStates,
or to the Constitutionof this Commonwealth,any treaty or law of
the United Statesor anyprovisionof the Constitutionof, or of any
statuteof, this Commonwealth,or any provision of any home rule
charter.

(8) Matters where the right to practice law is drawn in direct
question. (or where the mattei’ has been initiated by the agency
vestedwith the power to discipline or recommendthe discipline of
attorneysat law.)
Section2. This actshall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The23rd dayof September,A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH


