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No. 1982-97

AN ACT

HB 154

DesignatingFrenchCreek in BerksandChesterCounties,asacomponentof the
PennsylvaniaScenicRiversSystem,requiring cooperationby Stateagenciesin
implementingthepurposesof thePennsylvaniaScenicRiversAct, andautho-
rizing theexpenditureof moneysto furtherthepurposesof theact.

The GeneralAssemblyof the commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Short title.
This actshall be knownandmaybecitedasthe “FrenchCreekScenic

RiversAct.”
Section2. Legislative findings and purpose.

The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourceshas,in accordancewith
the actof December5, 1972 (P.L.1277,No.283),knownas the “Penn-
sylvaniaScenicRiversAct,” fulfilled its obligationsandresponsibilities
prerequisiteto the designationof FrenchCreekandcertainsegmentsof
its tributariesas componentsof the PennsylvaniaScenicRiversSystem.
The designationof FrenchCreekandcertainsegmentsof its tributaries
by this act is for purposesof protectingits free andunimpoundedflow
andof conservingandprotectingits scenicqualityandhistoriccharacter-
istics in accordancewith thepolicy andprovisionsof the “Pennsylvania
ScenicRiversAct.”
Section3. Designationand classification.

The following waterwaysor waterwaysegmentsandrelatedadjacent
land areasareherebydesignatedas sceniccomponentsof the Pennsyl-
vaniaScenicRiversSystemunderthe“PennsylvaniaScenicRiversAct.”
Theboundariesof therelatedadjacentlandareas,hereinafterreferredto
asthedesignatedcorridorhavebeendefinedby theDepartmentof Envi-
ronmentalResourcesandareshownon the mapentitled “FrenchCreek
Study,” whichis on file andavailablefor publicinspectionin theBureau
of Land Records,Departmentof CommunityAffairs of theCommon-
wealthof Pennsylvania.

Stream Name SegmentLimits Approximate Proposed
Segment Classification
Length

French Creek Hopewell Lake - 22 miles Scenic
1 mile downstream
of Snowdensbridge

SouthBranch Headwaters- 7 miles Scenic
French Creek French Creek
Pine Creek Headwaters- 4 1/4 miles Scenic

French Creek
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Rock Run Harmonyville Road - 3 miles Scenic
French Creek

Beaver Run Fairview Road‘and 2 miles Scenic
Route 100 - French
Creek

West Branch Shady Lane Road - 1 1/4 mile Scenic
Birch Run Birch Run
Birch Run Headwaters- 3 1/4 miles Scenic

FrenchCreek
Section4. Managementresponsibilities.

The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesshall exerciseadminis-
trativeresponsibilitiesin implementingtheWaterResourceManagement
Guidelineswithin the designatedcorridor as outlined within “Manage-
ment Guidelinesfor ‘Scenic’ Rivers” in thetext of the studyof French
Creekconductedby the Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesunder
the “PennsylvaniaScenicRiversAct” andknownasthe “French Creek
Study.” State-ownedlands within the designatedcorridor shall be
managedin accordancewith the Land ManagementGuidelinesas out-
lined in theabovementionedstudytext.
Section5. Special considerations.

(a) Thisact rescindsthe Commonwealth’sauthorityto useeminent
domainfor purposesof acquiringsceniceasementsor public access,as
providedfor in the“PennsylvaniaScenicRiversAct,” for FrenchCreek.

(b) The Federationof NorthernChesterCountycommunitiesshall
actas the local coordinationmechanismfor theimplementationof the
FrenchCreekScenicRiversAct.

(c) Nothing in thisactshallbeconstruedasgrantinganynewzoning
powersto municipalities.
Section6. Cooperationand coordination.

All Stateagenciesare authorizedto seekthe helpof andenterinto
agreementswith the FederalGovernmentandits agenciesandcommis-
sions,local governmentsandconcernedprivateindividuals andorgani-
zations with the view of fostering cooperationand coordinationto
furtherthepurposeof thisact. To this end,the Departmentof Environ-
mentalResourcesshall alsoseekthe cooperationof theDelawareRiver
Basin Commission.All Stateagencies,boardsand commissionsshall
cooperateandcoordinatetheir activitieswith the Departmentof Envi-
ronmentalResourcesin relationto FrenchCreekin orderto further the
purposesof thisact.
Section7. Repairsand construction.

(a) In general,whereroadrepairsareneeded,constructionactivities
maybecarriedout within acorridornot to exceed50 feet on eitherside
of thecenterlineof theexistingroadway.

(b) Wherebridgereplacementrepairis to be encounteredor safety
or capacityconsiderationswarrant relocationor widening, additional
from centerlinelimits shall begiven for constructionpurposesandonly
asmuchof theaboverights-of-wayasis necessaryto maintainthetrans-
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portationfacilities shall be retainedafter theconstructionis complete.
Theremaindershallreverttothepropertyowners.

(c) All construction,reconstruction,repair or alterationsdue to
safety or capacityconsiderationsshall be done consistentwith safe
highwaygeometricdesignand in accordancewith the “Guidelines to
Improve the AestheticQuality of Roadsin Pennsylvania,”datedJune
1978, preparedjointly by the PennsylvaniaDepartmentof Trans-
portation and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Resources.Should this result in loss of Federalfunds in aparticular
project, the situationwill be studiedwith the view of complying with
Federalrequirements.
Section8. Effective date.

Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The29thdayofApril, A. D. 1982.

DICK THORNBURGH


