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No. 1982-159

AN ACT

SB 1283

Providing for theadministrationof certainCommonwealthfarmland-within -the
Departmentof Agriculture.
WHEREAS, The GeneralAssemblyherebyfinds anddeclaresthat in

order to ensureeconomicandefficient landuse, increaseandimprove
productionand providefood, Commonwealthlandsmaybe transferred
to thePennsylvaniaDepartmentof Agriculture andadvisorycommittee
appointedby the Departmentof Agriculture asis provided by this act;
and

WHEREAS, The GeneralAssembly finds that the Commonwealth
currentlypossessesextensiveholdingsof farmland;and

WHEREAS, The GeneralAssemblyfinds that theselandsshouldbe
sold or conservedby the Commonwealthin order to preservethis land
for agriculturaluse, researchuse, educationaluseor other public pur-
poses;

THEREFORE, The GeneralAssemblyherebyinstructsthe Depart-
ment of Agriculture, in order to hold theselands in public trust, to
ensureeconomicandefficient landuse,to increaseandimproveproduc-
tion of agriculturalproducts,andto providean opportunityfor young
farmfamiliestobeginagriculturalcareers.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Definitions.
The following words and phraseswhenused in this act shall have,

unlessthecontextclearlyindicatesotherwise,themeaningsgiventothem
in thissection:

“Agricultural products.” Livestock and livestock products and
poultryproducts,fruits andfruit products,vegetablesandvegetablepro-
ducts,grains and hays,timber and timber productsand the products
derived therefromand other productsderived from the businessof
farming, including such other products as may be manufactured,
derived,or preparedfrom the heretoforementionedproducts,raw or
processed,whichareusedas-foodfor manoranimals.

“Department.” ThePennsylvaniaDepartmentof Agriculture.
“Land-usefacility.” Any processingplant, milking stable,institu-

tion equipmentstoragebuilding, barn, silo, grain storagebuilding,
swineryor anyotherbuildingownedby anagency,departmentor com-
missionof theCommonwealthusedin its land-useproductionandmain-
tenanceoperationsandtransferredto thedepartmentasprovided:in:this
act.
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“Secretary.” The Secretaryof the PennsylvaniaDepartmentof
Agriculture.
Section 2. Advisory committeeestablished;composition; quorum.

Thereis herebyestablishedwithin the Departmentof Agriculture an
advisorycommitteecomposedof nine membersasfollows; the Director
of the Bureauof Rural Affairs of the Departmentof Agriculture who
shall bechairman,the Secretaryof GeneralServicesor his designee,the
Chairmanof the House Agriculture Committee,the Chairmanof the
SenateAgricultureCommitteeandfive farmersappointedfrom a list of
namessubmittedto the secretaryby charteredfarm organizations.The
termsof thefarmermembersshallbe for sixyears.Of theinitial appoint-
ments,two farmermembersshallservefor atermof two years,two for a
term of four years andonefor a termof six years.The initial appoint-
mentsof farmermembersshall be for termsof two, four andsix years.
No businessmay be transactedby the committeein the absenceof a
quorum which consistsof five members.The advisorycommitteeshall
advise the Secretaryof Agricultureas to appropriateactionsconsistent
with soundhusbandry,efficient managementof resourcesanddecisions
consistentwith theCommonwealth’spolicy of Agricultural Preservation
of Landsadministeredby the Departmentof Agricultureunderthepro-
visionsof this act.The secretaryandthe committeeshall annuallyfile a
reportattheendof thefiscalyearwith the Governorandthemembersof
theGeneralAssembly.
Section3. Powers, duties and responsibilitiesof the secretary.

The secretaryshall managelandsfor the mostefficientproductionof
agriculturalproducts,and provide land and facilities for agricultural
researchand educationalpurposes.The secretaryshall havefull power
andauthorityover all landtransferredto the department,including but
not limited to the managementof; personnel,production,leasingof the
land, facilities andequipment;the makingof recommendationsfor sale
with deedrestrictionsincludingeasements,profits,reservationsor cove-
nantslimiting landuseto agriculture;thepurchaseof supplies,facilities
andequipment,repairs,maintenance,and the saleof agriculturalpro-
ducts. Revenuefrom the leasingof land, facilities andequipmentand
from thesaleof agriculturalproductsshallberemittedto the StateTrea-
surerfor paymentinto arestrictedrevenueaccountto be knownas the
Agricultural FarmOperationsAccount. Moneysin the accountshall be
used to pay the costs of operation,repairs,modernizationof facilities
andequipment,andthepurchasesof supplies,equipmentandfacilities.
Section 4. Additional powers and duties of the secretary.

(a) The secretaryshall preparean annualreport of the operations,
includingalist of all receiptsandexpendituresandshall presentit to the
advisorycommitteeattheendof eachfiscalyear.

(b) As authorizedor directedby thisact,thesecretaryshallalso:
(1) Preparethe annualbudget requestfor the operationof the

institutional lands and submit it to the advisorycommitteeand the
budgetoffice.
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(2) Receiveand approveall requisitionsfor supplies,equipment
andfacilities.

(3) Recruitsuchemployeesasdeemednecessary.
(4) Superviseall employees.
(5) Transfersupplies,equipment,facilities and agricultural pro-

ductsto promoteefficiencyandimprovelandmanagement.
(6) Act asagentfor the Secretaryof GeneralServicesin all negoti-

ationsfor leases,contractsandagreements.
Section 5. Transfersto department;utility continuance.

(a) All landwhetheror not presentlyunderleaseholdinterests,previ-
ouslytransferredfromtheDepartmentof PublicWelfareshallbeadmin-
isteredin accordancewith thisact. Landshall be transferredregardless
of currentleaseholdinterests.Thesecretary,asagentfor theSecretaryof
GeneralServicesshalladministerall leases.

(b) Land, together with all easements, mineral rights, appurtenances,
equipment, agricultural products, inventories, and facilities thereon or
attached thereto, may be transferredby anagency,boardor commission
to the Department of Agricultureupon approvalby the Secretary.Any
landsotransferredshallbemanagedunderthetermsandconditionscon-
tainedin thisact.
Section6. Establishmentof land-usedivisionlines;appeal;remedy.

(a) A surveyor shall establish the division lines and plot plans for
lands transferred to the department. In establishing the division lines and
plot plans, the secretary shall cooperatefully with the Departmentof
General Services and anyotheraffectedCommonwealthagency,depart-
mentor commission.

(b) In theeventof disagreementovertheplacementof adivision liner
the constructionof aplot planor the dispositionof equipment,supplies
and facilities, the secretary or his designee and the Commonwealth
agency,department,or commissioninvolved in thedisagreementshall,
within 30 days,appearbefore the Secretaryof GeneralServices for a
hearing on thematter.TheSecretaryof GeneralServicesshalldecidethe
matterin all cases.

(c) The secretaryshallhavethepowerto makeagreementswith other
Commonwealthagencies,departmentsand commissionsto provide
utility services to lands transferred. The advisory committee shall annu-
ally recommendto thesecretarypaymentin lieu of taxesto political sub-
divisions.
Section 7. Transfer of operations.

(a) All moneyspaid into the StateTreasuryunderthe provisionsof
this act shall be paid into a restricted revenue account hereby created and
to be known as theAgriculturalFarmOperationsAccount.

(b) All appropriations shall be paid into the AgriculturalFarmOper-
ationsAccount.

(c) All moneysin theAgriculturalFarmOperationsAccountshallbe
usedto pay:
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(1) All salaries of employees.
(2) All expensesincurred in the performanceandadministration

of thisact.
(3) All expendituresfor the purchasesof supplies,equipmentand

facilities.
(d) All moneys currently within the existing restricted revenue

account known as the Agricultural Farm OperationsAccount of the
Bureauof Rural Affairs shall be transferredto the Agricultural Farm
OperationsAccount.
Section8. Leasingprovisions.

(a) The secretaryas agentfor the Secretaryof GeneralServicesmay
enterinto leasesfor therentalof land,equipmentandfacilities.Thelease
maynot exceedfive yearsin duration.Optionsmaybe grantedat any
time duringthetermof the lease,but shall not exceedadurationof five
years.

(b) The secretary,as agent for the Secretaryof GeneralServices,
shallgiveprefe:renceto youngfarmfamilieswhowishto beginacareerin
agriculturein the letting of any leasefor landunderthis act: Provided,
Thatnothinghereinshallprohibitthesecretaryfrom:

(1) Restrictinganysuchleaseto allow thelimited useof theland-or
buildingsby educationalinstitutionsor by farmyouthorganizations.

(2) Excludingfrom anysuchleasealimited part of the landor a
buildingor buildingsin orderto allow theexcludedpropertytobeused
by educationalinstitutionsor by farmyouth organizations.The secre-
tary shallsetstandards,criteriaandotherqualificationsfor-applicants
who wish to enterinto a leasefor land. Thesestandards,criteria and
qualificationsshall be establishedby regulationthrough the Depart-
mentofAgriculture.

Section9. Effective date.
Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The 18thdayof June,A. D. 1982.

DICK THORNBURGH


