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No. 1986-121

AN ACT

HB 2454

Authorizing the use of State funds to expand a special supplementalfood
programforwomen,infantsandchildren.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshall be known andmay becited as the Women’s,Infants’ and

Children’sNutrition ImprovementAct.
Section2. Declarationof purpose.

It is thepurposeof thisactto allowfor theprovisionof Statefunds-for-use
in the expansionof theWIC Programto unservedwomen,infantsandchil-
drenexperiencingnutritionaldeficiencies,nutritionally relatedhealthprob-
lemsandothermaladieswhich mightadverselyaffect thepropergrowth and
developmentof personspotentiallyeligible forWIC services.
Section3. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhenused in this act shall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe context clearlyindicates
otherwise:

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Healthof theCommonwealth.
“Secretary.” TheSecretaryof Healthof theCommonwealth.
“StateWIC supplement.” Statefundswhich areaddedto theCommon-

wealth’s FederalWIC grant for the expansionof servicesto WIC-eligible
persons.

“WIC eligibles.” Personswho meet Federalnutritional risk criteria,
whosefamily incomefalls below 185%of povertyandwho fall into oneof
thefollowingcategories:

(1) Pregnantor r~ostpartumandbreast-feedingwomen.
(2) Infants.
(3) Childrenunderfive yearsof age.

“WIC Program.” The specialsupplementalfood programfor women,
infantsandchildren, authorizedby section 17 of the Child Nutrition Act of
1966(PublicLaw 89-642,42U.S.C.§ 1786).
Section4. Statesupplement.

(a) Determinationby GeneralAssembly.—TheGeneral Assembly is
herebyauthorizedto p:rovide a Statesupplementto increasethe percentage
of WIC Programparticipationabove the level which would be achieved
withouttheStateWIC supplement.

(b) Allocation of funds.—Of the funds appropriatedby the General
Assembly,atleast80¾shallbeutilizedfor foodandnomorethan20¾shall
beutilizedfor Stateandlocal administrationandprogramservices.
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(c) Report by local WIC provider.—Eachlocal WIC provider shall
reportto thedepartmenttheinformationon theState-fundedprogramin the
samemannerandwithin the sametimeperiod as requiredby the Federal
WIC Program.

(d) Reportby department.—Thesecretaryshallprovideanannualreport
to the GeneralAssembly,no laterthanJanuary1 of eachyear,whichcovers
the State-administeredWIC programfor theprior fiscalyear.

(e) Outreachprogram.—Fromthe moneysavailablefor administration,
the departmentshall fund aStatewideoutreachprojectandan evaluationof
the effectivenessof WIC servicesin meetingthe statedgoalsof the program
in thisCommonwealth.
Section5. Programoperation.

(a) Eligibility of participants.—Participantsin the WIC Program
enrolledthroughthe useof fundsavailableundertheStatesupplementshall
be subjectto the sameeligibility criteria prescribedby the FederalGovern-
mentfor theexistingWIC Program.

(b) Areas for expansion.—Thcdepartmentshall utilize its expansion
plan, as requiredby section17 of theChild Nutrition Act of 1966 (Public
Law 89-642, 42 U.S.C. § 1786) and publishedin its annualState Agency
Planof ProgramOperationandAdministration,in allocatingStatefunds.
Section6. Effectivedate.

This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The10thdayof July, A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


