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No. 1986-141

AN ACT

HB 90

AmendingTitle20 (Decedents,EstatesandFiduciaries)of thePennsylvaniaCon-

solidatedStatutes,furtherprovidingfor anatomicalgifts.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section8604 of Title 20 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedby addinga subsectiontoread:
§ 8604. Mannerof executinganatomicalgifts.

(d.1) Consentnot necessary.—Wherea donorcard evidencingagift of
thedonor’seyeshasbeenvalidlyexecuted,consentofanypersondesignated
insection8602(b)at thetime ofthedonor’sdeathor immediatelythereafter
isnotnecessarytorenderthegift valid andeffective.

Section2. Title20is amendedby addinga sectiontoread:
~ 8608. Requestsfor anatomicalgjfts.

(a) Procecjure.—Onor beforethe occurrenceofdeathin an acutecare
generalhospita4thehospitalshallrequestconsentto a gift ofall oranypart
of the decedent’sbodyfor any purposespecifiedunder this chapter. The
requestand its dispositionshall be notedin the patient’smedical record.
Whenevermedicalcriteria establishesthat a bodyor bodypart donation
wouldnotbesuitablefor use,arequestneednotbemade.

(b) Limitation.—Wherethehospitaladministrator, or hisdesignee,has
receivedactual notice of oppositionfrom any of the personsnamedin
section8602(b)(relating topersonswith mayexecutean anatomicalgift) and
thedecedentwasnotin possessionofa validly executeddonorcard, thegift
ofall oranypartofthedecedent’sbodyshallnotberequested.

(c) Donorcard.—Notwithstandinganyprovisionoflaw to thecontrary,
the intentof a decedentto participatein an organ donorprogram asevi-
dencedby the possessionof a validly executeddonor card shall not be
revokedbyanymemberofanyoftheclassesspecifiedinsection8602(b).

(d) Identificationofpotentialdonors.—Eachacutecaregenera!hospital
shall develop,with theconcurrenceof thehospitalmedicalstaff,a protocol
for identifyingpotentialorgan and tissuedonors.it shall requfrethat, at or
near the time of notification of death, persons designated under
section8602(a) and(b) beaskedwhetherthedeceasedwasan organdonoror
if thefamily isa donorfamily. if not, suchpersonsshall beinformedofthe
option to donate organsand tissues.Pursuantto this chapter, the hospital
shallthen notifyan organand tissueprocurementorganizationandcooper-
ate in theprocurementof the anatomicalgift or gifts. Theprotocol shall
encouragediscretionandsensitivitytofamily circumstancesin~ldis~u~rAonc
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regardingdonationsoftissueor organs. Theprotocolshall takeinto account
the deceasedindividual’s religious beliefs or nonsuitabiityfor organ and
tissuedonation.in the eventan organand tissueprocurementorganization
doesnotexistin aregion, thehospitalshallcontactan organor a tissuepro-
curementorganizationin analternativeregion.

(e) Exemption.—-TheDepartment of Health is authorized to issue
exemptionstoanyacutecaregeneralhospitalit deemsunableto-complywith
thissection.

~‘J)Guidelines.—TheDepartmentof Health shall establishguidelines
regarding efficientproceduresfacilitating the delivery of anatomicalgift
donationsfrom receivinghospitalsto potential recipientsand appropriate
training concerningthemannerand conductofemployeesmakingrequests
foranatomicalgift donations.

Section3. This actshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The10i:h dayof October,A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBURGH


