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No. 1987-67

AN ACT

HB 942

Providingfor thecreation,operationanddutiesof theVietnamVeteransHealth
Initiative Commission as an advisory commission to the Departmentof
Health.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shallbeknown andmay becited asthe VietnamVeteransHealth

InitiativeAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Commission.” The Vietnam VeteransHealth Initiative Commission
establishedpursuantto section3.

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Healthof theCommonwealth.
“Veteran.” A personwhowas a residentof this Commonwealthat the

time of hisentry into thearmedforcesof theUnitedStatesor isaresidentnf
this Commonwealthwho servedin the armedforcesduring the years 1961-
1975.
Section3. VietnamVeteransHealthInitiative Commission.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis herebycreatedwithin the departmentan
advisorycommissionto beknown asthe VietnamVeteransHealthInitiative
Commission.This commissionis to obtain,studyanddisseminateinforma-
tion relatingto healthissuespertinentto Vietnamveteranresidentsof this
Commonwealth.

(b) Membership.—The commission shall consist of 20 members.
Membersappointedby the Governorshall servefor an initial term ending
June30, 1991.TheGovernorshall appointtheSecretaryof Healthwhoshall
serveaschairman,theSecretaryof PublicWelfareandtheAdjutantGeneral
who shall serveasvice chairmen,the Chairmanof the StateVeterans’Com-
mission,the Presidentof the PennsylvaniaWar VeteransCouncil and 11
othermembers,of whom six shall be honorablydischargedveteransof the
Vietnamconflict with atleastoneveteranselectedfrom eachof thefive geo-
graphicalareascoveredby theGovernor’sVeteransOutreachandAssistance
Centers;at leastoneof theseveteransshallbeof the minority raceand one
veteranshallbea female.Of the remainingmembersto beappointedby the
Governor,oneshall be an epidemiologist,oneshallbe aspecialistin public
health,oneshallbeaclinical/medicalspecialist,oneshallbe asocial service
specialistand one shall be a mentalhealthspecialist. The Speakerof the
Houseof Representativesandthe Presidentpro temporeof theSenateshall
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eachappointtwo membersof their respectivehouses,onefrom themajority
partyand one from the minorityparty, to thecommissionwhoshall serve
duringtheir respectivetermsof office.

(c) Vacancies.—Vacanciesin membershipof the commissionand its
officesshallbefilled for theunexpiredtermin thesamemannerastheorigi-
nalappointmentor election.

(d) Meetings.—Thecommissionshall meetat least four timesa yearat
thecall of thechairman.The initial meetingof thecommissionshallbecalled
by thechairmannot laterthanAugust1, 1987.

(e) Compensationandexpenses.—Themembersof thecommissionshall
receiveno compensationfor their servicesbut shall be allowed their actual
andnecessaryexpensesincurredin theperformanceof their dutiesunderthis
act.
Section4. Powersanddutiesof thecommission.

Thecommissionshallhavethefollowing powersandduties:
(1) Determinewhat medical, administrativeand social assistanceis

neededfor veteranswho may have suffered adversehealtheffects as a
resultof their Vietnamservice andsubmitits findings andrecommenda-
tionsto theGeneralAssemblyfor its consideration.

(2) Conductan extensiveoutreachprogramwhich wouldcoordinate
and supplementthe outreachefforts of the FederalGovernment,the
Departmentof Military Affairs, the State Veterans’ Commission,the
PennsylvaniaWar VeteransCouncil, countydirectorsof veteransaffairs,
the Governor’s VeteransOutreachand AssistanceCentersand all other
organizationsto inform veteranswho may havesufferedadversehealth
effectsof anyFederalor Stateassistanceavailableto them.

(3) Assist the departmentin disseminatinginformation to Vietnam
veteransandtheir dependentsrelatingto health studieswhich arebeing
conductedby theFederalor Stategovernments.

Section 5. Cooperationwith otheragencies.
To the maximum extent feasible, the commissionshall be entitled to

requestandreceiveand shall utilize and be provided with such facilities,
resourcesanddataof any court, department,division, board,bureau,com-
missionor agencyof theCommonwealthor anypolitical subdivisionthereof
as it may reasonablyrequestto carry out properly its powersand duties
underthisact. The releaseof otherwiseconfidentialinformationtothecom-
missionpursuantto thisact shallbedeemedanofficial purposeof theCom-
monwealthandanexceptionto lawsprovidingfor nondisclosure.
Section6. Informationtobeconfidential.

The commissionshall not discloseinformationreceivedpursuantto this
actsoastodivulge theidentitiesof thepersonstowhom it relatesexceptasis
necessarytocarryout thepurposesof thisact.
Section7. Dutiesof department.

The departmentshall, in coordinationwith the Departmentof Public
Welfare:

(1) Maintaina centraldatabank within thedepartmentfor informa-
tion collectedon the healtheffectsof exposureto Vietnamherbicidesand
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for thecatalogingof existingscientificandmedicaleffectsof theexposure.
(2) Establishareportingprocessfor veteranswhohaveindicatedthey

have sufferedadversehealth, medical and mentaleffectsas a result of
their Vietnamservice.

(3) Establisha continuing educationprogramfor all health profes-
sionalsto assistthemin understandingthepotentialrisksandstate-of-the-
art knowledgewith regard to detection,diagnosisandtreatmentof acute
andchronicsymptomsassociatedwith Vietnamservice.

(4) At the requestof the commission,initiate studieson the health
effectsof Vietnamservice.

Section8. Reportsto the Departmentof Health and the Departmentof
PublicWelfare.

(a) Voluntary reports.—-Aphysicianor mentalhealthspecialistwho has
primary responsibilityfor treatingor assistinga veteranwho mayhave suf-
feredadversehealtheffectsasaresultof Vietnamserviceshall,attherequest
of the veteran,submitareport to thedepartmenton aform providedby the
department.If there is no physician or mental healthspecialisthaving
primaryresponsibilityfor treatingtheveteran,thehospitalor facility provid-
ing treatmentshall,attherequestof theveteran,submitthereporL

(b) Additional information.—Thedepartmentmay require the veteran
to provide such other information as determinedby the secretaryof the
department.
Section9. Cooperationwith commission.

The commissionmayrequestandshallreceivefrom anydepartment,divi-
sion,board,bureau,commissionor agencyof theCommonwealthor of any
political subdivision thereofsuch assistanceand data as will enableit to
properlycarry out the activitiesandeffectuatethe purposesof this act. The
commissionmayalsoenterinto any contractfor servicesas it deemsneces-
sarywith aprivateagencyor concern,or anyacademicinstitution, uponsaid
terms and conditions as it deems appropriate.Information concerning
patientandmedicaldataprovidedto thecommissionpursuantto thissection
shall be keptconfidentialaccordingto theseprovisions.Statisticalinforma-
tioncollectedunderthisactispublic information.
Section 10. Immunity fromliability.

A physician,mentalhealth specialistor hospitalsubject to this act who
complieswith thisact may rLot be heldcivilly or criminally liable for provid-
ing theinformationrequiredby thisact.
Section 11. Reportby commission.

The commissionshall makeanannualreportto the GeneralAssemblyon
the healthstatusof PennsylvaniaVietnamveteranswith recommendations
concerningthe effectiveness,impact and benefitsderivedfrom the special
policies asprovided for in this act.This report shallincludecompleteinfor-
mationon theoperationof thecommission.The reportshallbedeliveredon
or beforeSeptember1 and shallcontainevaluationsof thepolicies andany
legislation deemednecessaryand properto the House Federal-StateRela-
tionsandMilitary andVeteransAffairs CommitteesandtheSenateMilitary
andVeteransAffairs Committee.
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Section 12. Transferof records.
All recordsof the VietnamHerbicidesInformation Commissionshall be

transferredtotheVietnamVeteransHealthInitiative Commission.
Section 13. Repeal.

Theact of April 29, 1982 (P.L.355,No.99),knownastheVietnamHerbi-
cidesInformationAct, is repealed.
Section 14. Expirationof act.

Thisactshallexpirethreeyearsfromtheeffectivedateof thisact.
Section 15. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffect July 1, 1987,or immediately,whicheveris later.

APPROVED—The13thdayof July, A. D. 1987.

ROBERT P. CASEY


