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No. 1992-131

AN ACT

SB 1505

Amendingthe actof July31, 1968 (P.L.805,No.247),entitled,asreenactedand
amended,“An act to empowercities of thesecondclassA, and third class,
boroughs,incorporatedtowns, townshipsof the first and secondclasses
including thosewithin a county of thesecondclassand countiesof the second
classA througheighth classes,individually or jointly, to plan their develop-
ment and to governthe sameby zoning, subdivision and land development
ordinances,plannedresidentialdevelopmentandotherordinances,by official
maps,by the reservationof certain land for futurepublic purposeandby the
acquisitionof such land; to promotethe conservationof energythroughthe
useof planning practicesandtopromotetheeffectiveutilizationofrenewable
energy sources;providing for the establishmentof planning commissions,
planning departments,planning committees and zoning hearing boards,
authorizingthem to chargefees,makeinspectionsandhold public hearings;
providing for mediation;providing for transferabledevelopmentrights; pro-
viding for appropriations,appealsto courtsandpenaltiesfor violations;and
repealingactsandpartsof acts,” further providingfor definitions;applying
the provisionsof the act to secondclasscounties;providing for transferable
developmentrights; and furtherproviding for ordinancesrelating to forestry
activities.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Thetitle of theactof July31, 1968(P.L.805,No.247),known
as the PennsylvaniaMunicipalitiesPlanningCode,reenactedandamended
December21,1988(P.L.1329,No.170),is amendedto read:

AN ACT

To empowercities of the secondclassA, and third class,boroughs,incorpo-
ratedtowns, townshipsof the first and secondclassesincluding those
within acounty of the secondclassandcountiesof the [secondclass AJ
secondthrougheighth classes,individually or jointly, to plan their devel-
opmentand to governthe sameby zoning,subdivisionand land develop-
ment ordinances,plannedresidentialdevelopmentandotherordinances,
by official maps,by the reservationof certain land for future public
purposeandby the acquisitionof such land; to promotetheconservation
of energythroughtheuseof planningpracticesandto promotetheeffec-
tive utilization of renewableenergysources;providingfor the establish-
ment of planningcommissions,planningdepartments,planningcommit-
teesand zoning hearingboards,authorizingthem to chargefees,make
inspectionsand holdpublic hearings;providingfor mediation;providing
for transferabledevelopmentrights; providingfor appropriations,appeals
to courtsandpenaltiesfor violations;andrepealingactsandparts-ofacts.
Section2. The definitions of “county,” “governing body,” “munici-

pality” and“transferabledevelopmentrights” in section 107(a) of the act
areamendedto read:
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Section 107. Definitions.—(a) The following wordsandphraseswhen
used in this act shall have the meaningsgiven to them in this subsection
unlessthecontextclearly indicatesotherwise:

“County,” any county of the secondclass [Al through eighth [classesi
class.

“Governing body,” the council in cities, boroughs and incorporated
towns;theboardof commissionersin townshipsof the first class;the board
of supervisorsin townshipsof the secondclass;theboardof commissioners
in countiesof the secondclass[A] througheighth[classesiclassor asmaybe
designatedin the lawprovidingfor theform of government.

“Municipality,” any city of the secondclassA or third class,borough,
incorporatedtown, townshipof the first or secondclass,county of the
secondclass[Al througheighthclass,homerulemunicipality, or anysimilar
generalpurposeunit of governmentwhich shall hereafterbe createdby the
GeneralAssembly.

“Transferabledevelopmentrights,” the attachingof developmentrights
to specified landswhich are desiredby a municipality to be kept undevel-
oped,but permitting thoserights to be transferredfrom thoselandsso that
the developmentpotential which they representmay occur on other lands
[within the municipalityl wheremore intensive developmentis deemed[by
themunicipalityl tobeappropriate.

Section3. Section 603 of the act is amendedby addinga subsectionto
read:

Section603. OrdinanceProvisions._** *

(1) ZoningordinancesmaynotunreasonablyrestrictforestryactMtie,s.
Section 4. Section619.1(d)of theactisamendedto read:
Section619.1. TransferableDevelopmentRights.~__** *

(d) No developmentrights shallbe transferablebeyondthe boundaries
of the municipality wherein the lands from which the developmentrights
arisearesituated~.],exceptthat, in thecaseofajoint municipalzoningordi-
nanceinvolvinl two or more municipalities, developmentrights shall be
transferablewithin the boundariesof themunicipalitiescomprisingthejoint
municipalzoningordinance.

Section5. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The14thdayof December,A. D. 1992.

ROBERT P. CASEY


