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Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes,further providing for desecrationor saleof veneratedobjects.
The General Assemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 5509 of Tide 18 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read
§ 5509. Desecrationorsaleof veneratedobjects.

(a) Offensedefined.—A personcommitsa misdemeanorof the second
degreeif he:

(1) intentionallydesecratesany public monument or structure,or
placeof worship or burial~,or];

(2) if he intentionallydesecratesanyother object ofveneration by the
public or a substantial segmentthereofin anypublic placer.]; or

(3) sells or attemptsto sell a veteran’s markerasdescribedin
section1913 of the actofAugust9, 1955(P.L.323,No.130),knownas
The County Code. This paragraph shall not apply to the sale of
veterans’markersauthorizedbystatute.
(b) Definition.—As usedin this section,the word “desecrate” means

defacing,damaging,polluting or otherwisephysically mistreating in a way
that the actor knows will outrage the sensibilities of personslikely to
observeor discoverthe action.

Section2. Thisact shall takeeffectin 60days.

APPRovED—The4th dayof May,A.D. 2001.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


