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No. 2001-25

AN ACT

RB 168

Amendingtheactof May 25, 1945 (P.L.1OSO,No.394),entitled “An actrelatingto
thecollection of taxesleviedby counties,county institutiondistricts,citiesof the
third class,boroughs,towns, townships,certainschooldistricts andvocational
schooldistricts; conferringpowersandimposingdutieson taxcollectors,courts
andvariousofficers of said political subdivisions;andprescribingpenalties,”
providingfor abasiceducationprogramfor tax collectors.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section4.1 of the act of May 25, 1945 (P.L.1050,No.394),
known as the Local Tax Collection Law, added December20, 2000
(P.L.735,No.104),is amendedtoread:

Section4.1. BasicandContinuingEducation[Program]Programsfor
Tax Collectors.—(a) The department, in consultation with the
PennsylvaniaStateTax Collectors’Association,shall adoptandimplement
[a program]programsof basictraining, examinationandqual~icationof
tax collectorsandofcontinuingeducationto bemetby personsqualifiedas
tax collectorsasconditionfor renewal.Thedepartmentmaycontractwith a
third party to providethe basic training, examination,quaWicationand
continuingeducation.

(a.1) (1) The basictraining programshall include,butnot be limited
to, thefollowing courses:

(i) Proceduresfor collecting taxes.
(ii) Thisactandotherstatutesrelatedto the impositionand colleetwa

oftaxes.
(iii) Auditing.
(iv) Accounting.
(v) Ethics.
(vi) Computerization.
(vii) Recentcourt decisionsaffecting the imposition andcollection-of

taxes.
(2) As a prerequisite to taking a qualjflcation examination, the

individual shall completethe basic training program authorized by the
department.

(3) (i) An individual shall have the option to sitfor anyqual~fication
examinationrelating to the basiceducationprogram.

(U) No individualshall obtain qualification unlessthatindividuaL*125

passeda basicqual~fu.ationexamination.
(iii) An individual who passesthe basic qualification examination

shall beknownasa qualjfiedtax collector.
(a.2) Thedepartmentshall:
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(1) Makecertain a qual~fsedtax collector certificate is issuedto an
individual whopassesthe basic qualjfication examination.Thecertificate
shaltexpireoneyearfrom thedateof issuancebut mayberenewed.

(2) Maintain a register that lists all qualified tax collectors. The
registershall be opentopublic inspectionand copyinguponpaymentofa
nominalfee.

(3) Provideonceeachyeara list of all qualifiedtax collectors on the
department’sWorldWide Website.

(4) Determineand approvereasonablefeesfor the training program
andfor testingand qualification.The individual shall bearthe costofthe
program,testingand qual~ftcationunlessthe political subdivisionagrees
topayfor thecostin wholeor in part.

(a.3) It shall be unlawful on or after the effective dateof this
subsectionfor any individual to hold himselfout asbeing qual~fzedin
training under this sectionunless the individual holds a current, valid
certificate.

(a.4) Nothing in this section shall prevent any individual from
participating in the department’sbasic training program and obtaining
qualification.

(b) Eachqualified tax collectorshall berequiredto obtain ten hoursof
mandatorycontinuingeducationduring eachyear.

(c) Thetopicsfor continuingeducationshallinclude,but not belimited
to, thefollowing:

(1) Accounting.
(2) Auditing.
(3) Computerization.
(4) Ethics.
(5) Proceduresfor collecting taxes.
(6) Recentcourt decisionsaffecting the imposition andcollection of

taxes.
(7) The local tax collection laws and other statutesrelated to the

impositionandcollectionof taxes.
(d) The departmentshall inform qualified tax collectors of the

continuingeducationrequirementuponissuanceofcertificates.
(e) Renewal of qualification shall be on an annual basis upon

completionof continuingeducationrequirementsasset forth in this section.
Thecollectorsshallbearthecostof theprogramandqualificationunlessthe
political subdivisionagreesto payfor thecostin wholeor in part.

(f) A record of all qualified tax collectors shall be kept by the
departmentand shall be open to public inspection and copying upon
paymentof anominalfee.

(g) This section shall not apply to a personwho hasservedeight or
moretermsasatax collector.
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(Ii) The following wordsand phraseswhen usedin this sectionshall
have the meaningsgiven to them in this subsectionunless the context
clearlyindicatesotherwise:

“Department”shallmeanthe Departmentof CommunityandEconomic
Developmentof the Commonwealth.

“Qualified tax collector” shallmeanapersonwho holdsa currentvalid
certificateof qualification issuedby the Departmentof Community and
EconomicDevelopment.

“Tax collector” shallmeanapersonduly electedor appointedto collect
real propertytaxesleviedby a political subdivision,other than acounty,
includingthe following:

(1) A tax collector in aborough,incorporatedtown or townshipof the
secondclass.

(2) A treasurerof acity of thethird classor atownshipof thefirst class
in thatperson’scapacityas tax collector.

(3) An employeor official who has been designatedto collect real
propertytaxesin a municipality,otherthanacounty,existingor organized
under53 Pa.C.S.Pt. III Subpt.E (relating to homerule andoptional plan
govenunent),which municipalityhaseliminated the electiveoffice of tax
collector.

Section2. Thisactshall take effect February19,2001,or immediately,
whicheveroccurslater.

APPRovED—The22nddayof June,A.D. 2001.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


