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AN ACT

NB 31697

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,further providing for the numberofjudgesof the courts of
commonpleasin certain judicial districts.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 911 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutesis amendedby adding a subsectionto read:
§ 911. Courts of commonpleas.

*4i*

(ad) interim judgeship.—Notwithstanding the provisions of
subsection(a), the Court of CommonPleas of the Fourteenth Judicial
District shallconsistof sixjudges. This subsectionshall expire upon the
happening of the first vacancyon the Court of CommonPleas of the
FourteenthJudicialDistrict orJanuary8, 2002,whicheveris later.

Section 2. (a) The provisions of 42 Pa.C.S.§ 3135 shall not be
applicableto the selectionof the judgefor the judgeshipcreatedby the
additionof42 Pa.C.S.§ 911(a.1).

(b) The newjudgeshipaddedby the addition of 42 Pa.C.S.§ 911(a.1)
shallbe createdon January7, 2002,andshall beinitially filled by election
atthe2001municipalelection.

(c) Notwithstandingany other provision of law to the contrary, the
personor personsnominatedin theprimary electionheld for ajudgeship in
theFourteenthJudicial District on May 15, 2001, shallbe deemedto have
beennominatedfor the newjudgeshipaddedby the addition of 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 911(a.1).

(d) Exceptas providedby subsection(c), the provisions of the actof
June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the PennsylvaniaElection
Code,shallapplyto theelectionfor thenewlycreatedjudgeship.

Section3. TheGeneralAssemblyfmdsanddeclaresas follows:
(1) Acting pursuantto the duties prescribedin section903 of theact

of June3, 1937(P.L.1333,No.320),knownas thePennsylvaniaElection
Code,the Secretaryof the Commonwealthdeterminedthatan election
shouldbe held in 2001 for the office of Judgeof the Courtof Common
Pleas of the Fourteenth Judicial District. The secretarymade her
determinationin accordancewith the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniaby
anticipatingthe mandatoryretirementof a commissionedjudgeof the
Court of Common Pleas of the Fourteenth Judicial District then
scheduledtooccuron thejudge’s70thbirthdayon January 6, 2002,prior
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to the first Monday in Januaryin the year following the municipal
election. The primary for that election was held as directedby the
secretaryon May 15, 2001.

(2) As aresultof the approvalof theelectorson May 15,2001,of an
amendmentto section 16(b) of Article V of the Constitution of
Pennsylvaniaaltering the dates on which a justice, judgeor district
justicemustretirefrom the dateof his70thbirthdayto thelast dayof the
calendaryearon which hereacheshis70thbirthday, the secretarycanno
longer legally anticipate the mandatoryretirement of ajudge of the
Courtof CommonPleasof the FourteenthJudicial District by reasonof
ageprior to the first Monday in January 2002,the date on which anewly
electedjudgewouldcommencehiselectiveterm.

(3) For thesereasons,the electionfor thejudgeshipon the Court of
CommonPleasof theFourteenthJudicial District previouslydesignated
by the secretaryto be conducted in the municipalelectionscheduledfor
November7, 2001,shallbecancelled.

(4) Becausethe primary electionconductedMay 15, 2001, in the
FourteenthJudicial District was properly conductedin ordinarycourse
for ananticipatedvacancyon thecourtof commonpleasthatnow cannot
proceedbasedon a change in the Constitution of Pennsylvania,it is
properandin thepublic interestthatthe personor personsnominated in
the primary electionheld for a judgeship in the Fourteenth Judicial
District on May 15, 2001, be deemedto havebeennominatedfor the
newjudgeshipasprovidedby section2(c)of thisact.
Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROvED—The22nd dayof June,A.D. 2001.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


