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No. 2001-36

AN ACT

SB 926

Amendingthe act of June 14, 1961 (P.L.324,No.188),entitled“An act relating to
the establishment, operation and maintenanceof the State Library andpublic
libraries in the Commonwealth; amending, revising, consolidating andchanging
the laws relating thereto; imposing duties upon public officers; providing for
Stateandlocal cooperation and assistancein the establishmentandmaintenance
of libraries; prescribing penalties; and repealing existing laws,” further
providing for StateLibrary, for library traineesand for library resourcecenters.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section102(4)and(5) of the actof June 14, 1961 (P.L.324,
No.188), known as The Library Code,are amendedand the section is
amendedbyaddingaclausetoread:

Section102. Definitions.—Asusedin this act—

(4) “(Regional ResourceCenter] State-wide Library Resource
Center.” Any library designatedas such by the State Librarian and
receivingState-aidfor the purposeof acquiringmajor researchcollections
and, under such rules and regulationsas are promulgatedby a board
consisting of the head librarians of all [regional] State-wide library
resourcecentersandunderthechairmanshipof the StateLibrarian,making
themavailabletotheresidentsof theCommonwealthon aState-widebasis.

[(5) “Library Trainee.” Any employe of the StateLibrary receiving
on-the-job training in an institution of higher education, enrolled, or
having an application for enrollment pending, as a candidate for a
graduatedegreein library service.]

(8) “Library System.” A county-levelor multicounty-levelfederation
ofatleasttwolocal librarieswhich:

(i) serveat leasttwenty-fivethousand(25,000)people;
(ii) havevoluntarilyagreedtoparticipate in thefederation;and
(iii) havedelegatedthe policymakingfunctionsto a systemboardof

directors.
Section2. Sections201(6) and (7), 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210 and

301 of theactareamendedto read:
Section 201. State Library and State Librarian; Powers and

Duties.—TheDepartmentof Educationshall havethepower, andits duty
shall be—

(6) To give adviceand counselto all local libraries, district library
centersand [regional] State-wide library resourcecentersand to all
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municipalitiesandgroups,which mayproposeto establishlibraries,in the
selectionof books,cataloguingandotherdetailsof librarymanagementand
as tothebestmeansof establishingandadministeringsuchlibraries.

(7) To inspect local libraries, district library centersand [regional]
State-widelibrary resourcecentersandrequirereportsin suchmanneras
maybedeemedproper.

[Section 205. Library Trainees.—The Department of Public
Instruction shall have authority to employ library trainees under the
terms and conditionssetforth in this act.During eachcalendar yearthe
StateLibrarian may recommendfrom the list of persons qualified for
employment as library traineesup to twenty-five persons.

Section206. Qualifications.—To qualify for employmentasa library
trainee a personmust—

(1) Be enrolled or have an application for enrolJment pending in an
institution of higher learning asa candidate for a graduate degreein
library service.

(2) Satisfactorily passa competitive examination conducted by the
Department of Public Instruction.

(3) Be otherwise qualified according to standards of qualifications
for employment establishedfor the StateLibrary.

Section 207. Selection.—Competitive examinations for library
trainees shall be held at such times and places,by such officials or
citizens of the Commonwealth, as are designated by the rules and
regulations of the Department of Public Instruction, and on such
subjectsasthe StateLibrarian deemsessentialto qualify people for on-
the-job training in the State Library. After each competitive
examination, the Superintendentof Public Instruction shall furnish to
the StateLibrarian a list of the personsqualified for employment as
library trainees.

Section 208. Contract of Employment; Compensation.—Before
commencing employment,a library trainee shall executea contract of
employment whereby he promises to perform services in the
Commonwealth for a term twice the length of the periodduring which
he will receive on-the-job training prior to being awarded a graduate
degree in library service, and whereby, as an employe of the
Commonwealth, he promises to perform continuous service for the
Commonwealthduring periods of the year when he is not receivingon-
the-job training in an educational institution. In consideration of these
promises, the Department of Public Instruction shall agreeto employ
such personsolong assuch person’sservicesare necessaryand valuable
for the performance of the duties of the State Library, or so long as the
person maintains an academic standing satisfactory to the proper
authorities of the educational institution attendedby such person, at a
salary scheduleestablishedfor the StateLibrary.]
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Section 209. [Regional] State-wideLibrary ResourceCenters.—The
StateLibrarianshalldesignatefour [RegionalLibrary ResourceCenters]
State-widelibrary resourcecentersto belocatedatthefollowing places:

FreeLibraryofPhiladelphia,
PennsylvaniaStateLibrary,
PennsylvaniaStateUniversityLibrary, and
CarnegieLibraryofPittsburgh.
Section 210. Powers and Duties of [Regional Library Resource

Centers—Regional Library Resource Centers] State-wide Library
ResourceCenters.—State-widelibrary resourcecentersshall have the
responsibilityandpowerto acquiremajor researchcollectionsand,under
rules andregulationsas arepromulgatedby aboardconsistingof the head
librariansof all [Regional Library ResourceCenters] State-widelibrary
resourcecentersandunder the chairmanshipof the State Librarian, to
makethemavailableto theresidentsof theCommonwealthona State-wide
basis.

Section 301. Systemof State-aidfor Local Libraries,CountyLibraries,
Library Systems,District Library Centers and [Regional] State-wide
Library ResourceCenters.—Asystemof State-aidto assistin the support
andmaintenanceof local libraries,countylibraries,library systems,district
library centersand [regional] State-widelibrary resourcecentersis hereby
established.

Section 3. Sections303.5,303.6 and303.9 of the act, addedJune22,
2000 (P.L.404,No.57),areamendedtoread:

Section303.5. IncentiveFor ExcellenceAid.—(a) For fiscalyear1999-
2000, qualifying local libraries and library systems shall receive an
incentive for excellenceaid to be allocatedfrom the sum total of a hold-
harmlessamountplus an annualsupplement,both amountsto be derived
from theCommonwealth’sannualappropriationfor grantsto local libraries
andlibrary systems.Thehold-harmlessamountfor incentivefor excellence
aid shall be the amountallocatedundersection 303.4for incentiveaid to
local librariesfor fiscalyear1998-1999from theamountallocatedfrom the
Commonwealth’sannual appropriationfor grantsto local libraries and
library systems.For fiscal year1999-2000,the annualsupplementshall be
fifty-three percent(53%) of any increasein the Commonwealth’sannual
appropriationfor grantsto local libraries and library systemsabove the
amountappropriatedfor fiscal year 1998-1999.For fiscal year2000-2001
and each fiscal year thereafter,the amount allocated for incentive for
excellence aid shall be specified in the Commonwealth’s annual
appropriationfor grantsto local libraries and library systemswithin the
GeneralAppropriationAct for thatfiscal year.

(b) To qualify, alocal library or library systemmustmakea financial
effort greaterthanfive dollars($5) percapitafor eachpersonresidingin the
municipalitieson behalfof which it appliesfor aid andmeettheminimum
standardsfor local librariesor library systemsstandards.
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(c) Incentivefor excellenceaidshall be allocatedto local libraries and
library systemsin the following manner: the annual allocation of funds
availablefor incentivefor excellenceaid shall be allocatedproportionately
to qualifying local librariesor library systems[for] asfollows:

(1) Tier 1 funding shall bean amountequal to eightypercent(80%)
of eachonedollar ($1) percapitaor portion thereofa local library or library
systemshowsin financial effort betweenfive dollars ($5)andsevendollars
andfifty cents($7.50)percapita.

(2) Tier2funding shallbean amountup totenpercent(10%) of each
onedollar ($1) per capita or portion thereofa local library or library
systemshowsin financial effort betweensevendollars andfifty-onecents
($7.51)andfifteendollars ($15)percapita. Eligibility for Tier2funding
doesnotprecludereceiptofTier I funding.

(d) A local library or library system shall not use incentive for
excellencefunds to reduceits financialeffort.

Section303.6. IncentiveFor ExcellenceAid Criteria.—Beginningwith
fiscal year 1999-2000and each fiscal year thereafter,to qualify for aid
undersection303.5:

(1) A local library or a library systemmustexpendno less thantwelve
percent (12%) of its [total] operating budget, excluding costs of an
unusual,emergencyor nonrecurring nature,on materials.A local library
or alibrary systemthatexpendsmorethantwelvepercent(12%) in theyear
in which it qualified for incentivefor excellenceaid mustincreasethe total
amountexpendedon collection eachsucceedingyear by no lessthan five
percent (5%) or the percentageincrease in the appropriation for
improvementof library services,whicheveris less.

(2) A local library or amemberlibrary Within alibrary systemmustbe
open for full servicesatleast forty-five hoursperweekwith at leastsevenof
thesehoursduring theweekendperiod beginningon Saturdayand ending
on Sunday.A local library or member library within a library system
servingapopulationbelowseventhousandmustbeopenat leastthirty-five
hoursperweekwithatleastsevenof thesehoursduring theweekendperiod
beginning on Saturday and ending on Sunday. Libraries may reduce
weekendhoursto four hoursfor ten weeksper yearduring periodswhen
community-usepatternswarrant.A local library or memberlibrarywithin a
library systemmay reducetotal weekly hours by threehours per week
during the ten-weekperiod of reduced Saturday and Sundayhours if
approvedby theStateLibrarian.

(3) A local library or amemberlibrary within the library systemmust
requireat leastsix hoursof continuingeducationevery two yearsfor paid
staffworking at leasttwentyhoursper weekin direct supportof the library
service.

Section 303.9. [Regional] State-wide Library Resource
Centers.—.(a) For eligible fiscal yearsup to and through the 1998-1999
fiscalyear, five percent (5%) of the Commonwealth’sannualappropriation
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for the systemof State-aid establishedby section301 shallbe allocatedfor
aid to [regional] State-widelibraryresourcecenters.

(b) Any library designatedby theStateLibrarian to serveasa [regionall
State-widelibrary resourcecenter shall qualify for additional State-aid. The
allocation shall be divided equally among the librariessodesignated~,but
in no year shall the amount be less than one hundred thousanddollars
($100,000)per designated library]. For fiscal year 1999-2000,aid to
[regional] State-wide library resourcecenters shall be allocatedfrom a
hold-harmlessamount to equal that amount allocated for aid to [regional]
State-widelibrary resource centers for fiscal year 1998-1999 from the
amount allocated from the Commonwealth’s annual appropriation for
grantsto local libraries andlibrary systems.For fiscal year2000-2001and
each fiscal year thereafter, the amount allocated for [regional] State-wide
library resource centers shall be specifiedin the Commonwealth’s annual
appropriation for grants to local libraries and library systemswithin the
General Appropriation Act for that fiscal year. Funds allocated for
[regional] State-widelibrary resourcecentersshall be distributed according
to the provisionsof this section.

(c) State-widelibrary resourcecentersshall disseminateinformation
to Pennsylvanians to augment the collections and servicesof local
librariesanddistrict library centersthrough meanssuchas:

(1) Digitizing Pennsylvaniaresourcesfrom their extensivecollections
for State-wideaccessibilityand usevia the internet.

(2) implementing,for usebyall Pennsylvanians,an on-line reference
servicebasedon the specializedresourcesandstaffexpertiseofthe four
State-widelibrary resourcecenters.

(3) Enhancingaccessto specializedon-line referencedatabases.
(4) Building major researchcollectionsandmaking themavailableto

all residentsof this Commonwealth on a State-widebasis via direct
borrowing,interlibrary loan oronsiteuse.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2001, or immediately,
whicheveris later.

APPRovED—The22nddayofJune,A.D. 2001.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


