
SESSIONOF2001 Act 2001-115 967

No. 2001-115

AN ACT

NB 1633

Amendingthe act of June2, 1915 (P.L.736,No.338), entitled, as reenactedand
amended,“An act defining the liability of an employer to pay damagesfor
injuries receivedby an employein the courseof employment;establishingan
electivescheduleof compensation;providingprocedurefor the determinationof
liability and compensationthereunder; and prescribing penalties,” further
defining“occupationaldisease.”

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 108(m)of theactof June2, 1915 (P.L.736,No.338),
known astheWorkers’ CompensationAct, reenactedandamendedJune21,
1939 (P.L.520, No.281)and amendedJuly 9, 1976 (P.L.935, No.180), is
amendedandthesectionis amendedby addingaclausetoread:

Section 108. Theterm“occupationaldisease,”as usedin this act,shall
meanonlythe following diseases.

(m) Tuberculosis,serumhepatitis[or], infectioushepatitisor hepatitis
C in theoccupationsof bloodprocessors,fractionators,nursing,or auxiliary
servicesinvolving exposureto suchdiseases.

(m.l) Hepatitis C in the occupationsofprofessionaland volunteer
firefighters, volunteerambulancecorpspersonnel,volunteerrescueand
lifesavingsquadpersonnel,emergencymedicalservicespersonneland
paramedics,PennsylvaniaState Policeofficers,police officersrequiring
certification under 53 Pa.C.S. Cli. 21 (relating to employees),and
Commonwealthand countycorrectionalemployes,andforensicsecurity
employesofthe DepartmentofPublic Welfare,havingduties including
care, custodyandcontrolofinmatesinvolvingexposureto suchdisease.
HepatitisC in anyoftheseoccupationsshall establishapresumptionthat
suchdiseaseis an occupationaldiseasewithin the meaningofthisact,but
this presumptionshall not be conclusiveand may be rebutted. This
presumption shall be rebutted if the employer has establishedan
employment screening program, in accordance with guidelines
establishedby the departmentin coordinationwith the Departmentof
Health and the PennsylvaniaEmergencyManagementAgency and
published in the PennsylvaniaBulletin, and testingpursuant to that
programestablishesthat theemployeincurredthe HepatitisC virusprior
toanyjob-relatedexposure.
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Section2. Thisactshall takeeffectimmediately.

APPROVIID—The20thdayof December,A.D. 2001.
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