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No. 2002-143

AN ACT

HB 1493

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, further providing for ethnic intimidation.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 2710 of Title 18 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedtoread:
§ 2710. Ethnicintimidation.

(a) Offense defined.—A person commits the offense of ethnic
intimidation if, with malicious intention toward the actual or perceived
race, color, religion [or], national origin, ancestry, mentalor physical
disability, sexual orientation, gender or gender identity of another
individual or groupof individuals, hecommitsan offenseunderany other
provision of this article or underChapter33 (relating to arson,criminal
mischiefandotherpropertydestruction)exclusiveof section3307 (relating
to institutional vandalism) or under section 3503 (relating to criminal
trespass)or undersection 5504 (relating to harassmentby communication
or address)with respectto suchindividual or his or her property or with
respecttooneor moremembersof suchgroupor to their property.

(b) Grading.—An offenseunder this section shall be classifiedas a
misdemeanorof the third degreeif the other offense is classified as a
summary offense. Otherwise, an offense under this section shall be
classifiedone degreehigher in the classification specifiedin section 106
(relating to classesof offenses)thantheclassificationof theotheroffense.

(c) Defmition.—Asusedin thissection“malicious intention” meansthe
intention to commit any act, the commissionof which is a necessary
elementof any offensereferredto in subsection(a) motivatedby hatred
toward the actual or perceivedrace, color, religion or national origin,
ancestry, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation, gender or
genderidentityof anotherindividual or groupof individuals.

Section2. This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPR0vED—The3rddayof December,A.D. 2002.
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