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AN ACT
HB 1795

Designatingthe Powell Avenue Bridge on StateRoute299 in Millcreek Township,
Erie County, Pennsylvania,as the Staff SergeantJeremyR. Horton Memorial
Bridge.

WHEREAS,StaffSergeantJeremyR. Hortonwas bornJune16, 1979, in
Erie, Pennsylvania,to Timothy J. Horton of Fairview Township, Erie
County, Pennsylvania,and GretchenS. (Wittenburg) Horton of Milicreek
Township,ErieCounty,Pennsylvania;and

WHEREAS,S. Sgt.Horton graduatedfrom Strong VincentHigh School
in Erie, Erie County, in 1997 wherehehadmet the love of his life, Cristie
Schock;and

WHEREAS, S. Sgt. Horton enlisted in the United States Army in
November 1997 as an infantryman, after basic training, AlT andAirborne
SchoolatFortBenning,Georgia;and

WHEREAS,S. Sgt.Horton andMs. Schockwere wedJuly 6, 1998, and
postedto FortBragg,NorthCarolina;and

WHEREAS, S. Sgt. Horton rose rapidly throughthe ranks,servingas a
SAW gunner, grenadier and fire team leader in 2nd Battalion, 504th
ParachuteInfantry Regiment,the “Devils inBaggyPants”;and

WHEREAS, S. Sgt. Horton wasalso an avid free-fall sportparachutist,
playedthedrumsandwasproudof hisband,the“WelfareBabies”; and

WHEREAS, In January2002, S. Sgt. Horton and his wife arrived in
Germany,wherehewasfirst assignedasa teamleaderandlater squadleader
in CharlieCompany,1St Battalion, 6thInfantiy, Baumholder;and

WHEREAS, S. Sgt. Horton waspromotedto Staff Sergeantin March
2003, and deployed with 2nd Brigade, lAD to Iraq for OperationIraqi
Freedom;and

WHEREAS, S. Sgt. Horton joined Bravo Company,2nd Battalion. 6th
Infantry in June while deployed, serving initially in the commander’s
personalsecuritydetachmentbeforebeingselectedas 1st Platoon’sweapons
squadleader;and

WHEREAS, S. Sgt. Horton’s elementoperatedin the JisrDiyala sector
andsecuredtheTuwaythaNuclearResearchFacility; and

WHEREAS,In October,5. Sgt. Hortonvolunteeredto be Alpha section
leader,commandinghis first BradleyFightingVehicle; and

WHEREAS, S. Sgt.Horton madetheultimatesacrificeof giving his life
for his country in the line of duty while servingnearAl Iskandariyah,Iraq,
whenan improvised vehicle-borneexplosive device explodedon May 21,
2004,whilehisconvoywasstoppedfor anotherroadsidebomb;and

WHEREAS, S. Sgt. Horton was posthumouslyawardedthe BronzeStar
andPurpleHeart.
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The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. StaffSergeantJeremyR. HortonMemorialBridge.
(a) Designation.—ThePowell Avenue Bridge on State Route299 in

Millcreek Township, Erie County, Pennsylvania,known as the Powell
Avenue Bridge, is redesignatedthe Staff Sergeant Jeremy R. Horton
MemorialBridge.

(b) Signs.—TheDepartmentof Transportationshall erectand maintain
appropriatesigns displaying the name Staff SergeantJeremyR. Horton
MemorialBridgeon both.endsofthe bridge.
Section2. Effectivedate.

Thisactshall takeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The22nd dayof January,A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


