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No. 2008-19

AN ACT
HB 500

Amendingtheactof December20, 1985 (P.L.457,No.112),entitled “An act relating
to the right to practicemedicineandsurgeryandthe right to practicemedically
relatedacts;reestablishingthe StateBoardof Medical EducationandLicensureas
the State Board of Medicine and providing for its composition,powers and
duties; providing for the issuanceof licensesandcertificatesandthe suspension
and revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties; and making
repeals,” further providing for definitions; providing for perfusionist licensing,
qualifications,supervisionandscopeofpractice,regulationsandexemptions.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section1. Section2 of the act of December20, 1985 (P.L.457,No.112),

knownasthe Medical PracticeAct of 1985, is amendedby addingdefinitions
to read:
Section2. Defmitions.

The following words andphraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unless the contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Extracorporeal circulation.” The diversion of a patient’s blood
througha heart-lungmachineorsimilar devicethatassumesthefunctions
ofthepatient’sheart,lungs,kidneys,liver or otherorgans.

“Perfusion.” The functions necessaryfor the support, treatment,
measurementor supplementationof the cardiovascularsystemor other
organs, or a combinationof thosefunctions,andfor ensuringthe safe
managementofphysiologicfunctions by monitoring and analyzingthe
parametersof the systemsunder thesupervisionofa physician licensed
underthis act or the act ofOctober5, 1978 (P.L.1109,No.261),knownas
theOsteopathicMedicalPracticeAct.

“Perfusionist.” A~zindividual who is licensedto practiceperfusionby
theStateBoardofMedicineor theStateBoardofOsteopathicMedicine.

“Ventricular assistdevice.” A mechanicaldeviceusedto partially or
completelyreplacethefunction ofa failing heart throughconnectionsto
the heart and great vesselsthat may be located intracorporeally or
extracorporeally.Theterm includesa devicethat is placedintravascularly
or extravascularlyand provides support through direct meansor via
counterpulsation.



SESSIONOF 2008 Act 2008-19 155

Section 2. Section 3(a) and (b) of the act, amendedJuly 2, 1993
(P.L.424,No.60) andDecember10,2001 (P.L.859,No.92),are amendedto
read:
Section3. StateBoardof Medicine.

(a) Establishment.—TheState Board of Medicine shall consistof the
commissioneror his designee,the Secretaryof Healthor his designee,two
membersappointedby the Governorwho shall bepersonsrepresentingthe
public at largeandsevenmembersappointedby theGovernor,six of whom
shall be medicaldoctorswith unrestrictedlicensesto practicemedicineand
surgeryin this Commonwealthfor five years immediatelyprecedingtheir
appointmentand one who shall be a nursemidwife, physicianassistant,
certified registerednurse practitioner, respiratory care practitioner Eon,
certifiedathletictrainerorperfusionistlicensedor certifiedunderthe lawsof
this Commonwealth.All professionalandpublic membersof theboardshall
be appointedby the Governor,with the adviceandconsentof a majorityof
thememberselectedto theSenate.

(b) Termsof office.—Theterm of eachprofessionalandpublic member
of the boardshall be four years or until his or her successorhas been
appointedandqualified, butnot longerthan six monthsbeyondthe four-year
period. In the eventthat anyof said membersshalldie or resignor otherwise
becomedisqualifiedduring hisor herterm,a successorshallbe appointedin
the sameway andwith the samequalificationsandshall holdoffice for the
unexpiredterm.No membershallbe eligible for appointmentto servemore
than two consecutiveterms.The Governorshall assurethatnursemidwives,
physicianassistants,certifiedregisterednursepractitioners,perfusionistsand
respiratorycarepractitionersareappointedto four-yeartermson a rotating
basisso that, of everyfour appointmentsto a four-yearterm,one is a nurse
midwife, one is a physicianassistant,one is a certified registerednurse
practitionerandoneis a respiratorycarepractitioner.

Section3. Theact isamendedby addingasectionto read:
Section13.3. Perfusionist.

(a) Licenserequired.—Twoyearsafter theeffectivedateofthis section,
it shall be unlawful for any personto hold himselfout to thepublic as.a
perfusionistor to practiceor offer topracticeperfusion unlesstheperson
holds a valid, current licenseissuedby the boardor the State Board of
OsteopathicMedicine.

(b) Use of title.—A perfusionist who holds a valid, current license
issuedby eitherboardmayusethetitle perfusionistor licensedperfusionist
oran appropriateabbreviationofthe title, suchas “LP.”

(c) Regulazions.—Theboardis authorizedto promulgateregulationsto
implementthis section.

(d) Supervision andscopeofpractice.—Aperfusionistmayperform
perfusion on an individual beingtreatedby a physicianlicensedunder this
act or the act of October5, 1978 (P.L.1109, No.261), known as the
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OsteopathicMedicalPracticeAct undermedicalsupervisionandapproval
consistent with standing orders or protocols of a hospital that are
promulgatedand approvedby the physiciandesignatedas the medical
director of the cardiovascularsurgery program. These servicesshall
include:

(1) The use of extracorporeal circulation, long-term
cardiopulmonarysupporttechniques,including extracorporealcarbon
dioxideremoval,extracorporealmembraneoxygenationandassociated
therapeuticanddiagnostictechniques.

(2) Counterpulsion,ventricular assistance,autotransfusion,blood
and blood componentconservationtechniques,myocardialand organ
preservation,extracoiporealljfe supportandisolatedlimbperfusion.

(3) Bloodandbloodcomponentmanagementtechniques,advanced
I~fesupportandother relatedfunctions.

(4) In theperformanceofthe acts describedinparagraphs(1), (2)
and(3):

(i) Theadministrationoft
(A) Pharmacologicaland therapeuticagents.
(B) Blood products or anesthetic agents through the

extracorporeal circuit or through an intravenous line in
conjunctionn’ith extracorporealsupport,underthesupervisionof
thetreatingphysician.
(‘ii1~ Theperformanceanduseoft

(A) Anticoagulationmonitoringandanalysis.
(B) Physiologicmonitoringandanalysis.
(C) Bloodgasandchemistrymonitoringandanalysis.
(D) Hematoiogicmonitoringandanalysis.
(E) Hypothermia.
(F) Hyperthermia.
(G) Normothermia.
(H) Hemoconcentrationandhemodilution.
(1) Hemodialysisin conjunctionwithperfusionservice.

(hO The observationofsignsandsymptomsrelatedto perfusion
services, the determinationof whether the signs and symptoms
exhibit abnormal characteristics and the implementation of
appropriate reporting, perfusionprotocols or changesin or the
initiation ofemergencyprocedures.

(e) Exemptions.—Thefollowing personsmay perform perfusion, as
indicated:

(1) A personlicensedunderanyothersectionofthisact oranyother
law ofthisCommonwealthwhileengagingin thepracticefor which the
personis licensed.

(2) A studentenrolledin an accreditedperfusioneducationprogram
jfperfusionperformedby thestudent:

(i) isan integralpartofthestudent’scourseofstudy;and
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(ii) is performedunder the direct supervisionof a perfusionist
who is assignedto supervisethe studentand who is on duty and
immediatelyavailablein theassignedpatientcarearea.
(3) A graduateof an accreditedperfusion educationprogram if

perfusionservices:
(i) are necessaryto fulfill the eligibility requirementsfor a

cer4ficationexamination;and
(ii) are performedunder the supervisionand responsibilityofa

perfusionistwho ison dutyandassignedto supervisethegraduate.
(4) A legally qual~edpersonemployedby theFederalGovernment

to practiceperfusion while in the discharge of the person’sofficial
duties.

(5) For a ventricular assistdeviceunder investigativetrials by the
UnitedStatesFoodandDrugAdministrationor approvedby the United
StatesFood and Drug Administration solely as a ventricular assist
device,apersonwho:

(i) hassatisfactorilycompletedspecj/ic ventricular assistdevice
training in a course provided by the ventricular assist device
manufacturer;and

(ii) providescarerelatedto theventricular assistdeviceunderthe
supervisionofa licensedphysician.
(6) A personwhoperforms autotransfusionor blood conservation

techniquesunderthe supervisionofa licensedphysician.
(7) A personwho:

(i) is trained according to the extracorporeal membrane
oxygenationspecialistguidelinesof theExtracorporealLjfe Support
Organization;and

(ii) operatesan extracorporealmembraneoxygenationcircuit
underthesupervisionofa licensedphysician.

W Qualifications.—Anapplicantshall belicensedtopracticeperfusion
underthisact ~fthe applicantmeetsall ofthefollowing qualifications-and
hasotherwisecompliedwith theprovisionsofthisact:

(1) Thepersonis atleast18yearsofage.
(2) Thepersonis ofgoodmoralcharacter.
(3) Thepersonhasgraduatedfrom an accreditedperfusionprogram

approvedby theboanL
(4) Theperson is cerhfled by a certifying agencyapprovedby a

nationally recognizedaccreditingagencyapprovedby the board. The
certificationshall includean examinationapprovedby the board.

(5) Thepersonhascompletedan applicationformprovidedby the
boardandpaidtheappropriatefee.
(g) Certain certified persons not graduates of accredited

programs.—Within two yearsof the effective date of this section, an
applicantwho wasnota graduateofan accreditedprogramprior to 1981,
but met the then-currenteligibility requirementsfor certification as a
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certified clinical perfusionistand subsequentlywas certified, shall be
licensedas a perfusionistif the applicant otherwisecomplieswith the
provisionsofthisact.

(h) Temporarygraduatelicensetopracticeperfusion.—
(1) The boardmayissuea temporarygraduatelicenseto practice

perfusion to an individual who has graduatedfrom an educational
program thatcomplieswith the educationrequirementsof this act. All
ofthefollowingshall apply:

(i) The individualhasappliedfor theexaminationand is eligible
to taketherequiredexamination.

(ii,) Theindividual’sauthorizationtopracticeperfusionisgranted
only under the supervisionand direction ofa perfusionistlicensed
underthisact.

(110 Thelicenseshallbeissuedfor a periodoftwo yearsandshall
benonrenewable.

(iv) The licenseshall expire immediatelyupon notice that the
individualhasfailedthe requiredexaminationunderthisact.
(2) (Reserved).

(i) Temporaryprovisionallicensetopracticeperfusion.—
(1) Theboardmayissuea temporaryprovisionallicensetopractice

perfusionif all thefollowingrequirementsaremet:

(~O The individual holds a current license which is in good
standingunderthelawsofanotherstate,theDistrict ofColumbiaor
a territory of the UnitedStates, which includes certification by a
certifying agencyapprovedby a nationally recognizedaccrediting
agency.

(‘iO The individual meets the requirementsas set forth in
subsection(/)(1), (2) and (3).
(2) Thelicenseshall beissuedfor a period ofoneyearandshall be

nonrenewable.

O~Temporaryemergencyexemption.—
(1) An individual who holdsa current licenseasa perfusionistin

anotherstale,theDistrict ofColumbiaor a territory ofthe UnitedStates
or has obtained national certification may provide a one-time
emergencyperfusionistservice in this Commonwealthwithout first
obtaininga licensefrom theboardift

(i) Prior to the out-of-State perfusionist performing the
emergencyperfusionistservicesin this Commonwealth,the out-of-
State perfusionist submits by electronic means and on forms
approvedby the board, notification of emergencypractice which
shallincludean acknowledgmentthattheout-of-Stateperfusionistis
subjectto thejurisdiction ofthe boardin the samemanneras if the
out-of-Stateperfusionistwerelicensedby theboard.

(ii) The health carefacility licensedby the DepartmentofHealth
certifiesto theboard, by electronicmeansandonformsapprovedby
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the board, prior to the out-of-Stateperfusionistperforming the
emergencyperfusionistservicesin this Commonwealththatall -ofthe
followingapply:

(A) The emergencyperfusionistserviceswereprovidedfor a
patientofthehealth carefacility.

(B) Theperfusionistlicensedby theboardand retainedby the
health carefacility that would normallyperform the emergency
perfusionistserviceswasnot availableor incapableofproviding
theperfusionistservices.

(C) No otherperfusionistlicensedby the boardwasavailable
to provide or capable of providing the emergencyperfusion
service.

(D) Theout-of-Stateperfusionistprovidedonly the emergency
perfusionistservicesfor thepatientofthe health carefacility and
no otherperfusionistservicesatthehealth carefacility.

(2) The out-of-Stateperfusionistshall obtain a licensefrom the
board if a health carefacility licensedby the DepartmentofHealth
retains the perfusionist or if the perfusionistprovides any future
perfusionistservices.

(3) The out-of-Stateperfusionist shall not perform any other
perfusionistservicesotherthantheemergencyperfusionistservices.
(k) Professionalliability.—

(1) A licensedperfusionistpracticingin this Commonwealthshall

maintain a level ofprofrssional liability insurance coveragein the
minimum amount of $1,000,000per occurrence or claims made.
Failure to maintain insurancecoverageasrequiredshall subjectthe
licenseeto disciplinary proceedings. The board shall acceptfrom
perfusionistsas satisfactoryevidenceofinsurancecoverageany ofthe
following:

(i) self-insurance;
(ii) personallypurchasedliability insurance;or
(iii) professionalliability insurance coverageprovided by the

perfusionist’semployeror similar insurancecoverageacceptableto
theboard. -

(2) A licenseapplicantshall provideproofthat the applicanthas
obtainedprofrssionalliability insurancein accordancewith-paragraph
(1). It is sufficientif the applicantfiles with the applicationa copyofa
letter from the applicant’s professional liability insurance carrier
indicating that the applicant will be coveredagainst professional
liability in the required amountseffectiveupon the issuanceof the
applicant’s licenseto practiceperfusionin this Commonwealth.Upon
issuanceofthe license,the licenseehas30 daysto submitto the board
thecertificateofinsuranceora copyofthepolicydeclarationpage.
(I) Licensurefees.—Allapplicationand licensurefeesshall be set by

theboardby regulation.
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(m) Reciprocaldisciplinary action.—Disciplinaryaction takenby the
State Board of Medicine againsta perfusionistlicensedby it shall be
enforceableby the StateBoardofOsteopathicMedicineagainstthatsame
individual if the individual holds or seeksa licenseto practice as a
perfusionistwith theStateBoardofOsteopathicMedicine.

(n) Continuingeducation.—
(1) The board shall adopt, promulgate and enforce rules and

regulations consistent with the provisions of this act establishing
requirementsofcontinuingeducationto be metby individualslicensed
asperfusionistsunder this act as a conditionfor renewal of their
licenses.Theregulationsshall includeanyfeesnecessaryfor the board
to carry out its responsibilitiesunderthissection.

(2) Beginning with the licenseperiod designatedby regulation,
licenseesshall be required to attend and complete 30 hours of
mandatorycontinuingeducationduring eachtwo-yearlicenseperiod.
Nationallycertifiededucationcoursesshall beconsideredas£reditable,
in addition to any other coursesthe board deemscreditable toward
meetingtherequirementsfor continuingeducation.

(3) An individual applyingfor thefirst timefor licensurein this
Commonwealthshall be exemptedfrom the continuing education
requirementsfor thebiennialrenewalperiodfollowing initial licensure.

(4) (i) The boardmay waive all or a portion of the continuing
educationrequirementfor biennialrenewalfor a licenseewho:shows
to the satisfaction of the board that the licenseewas unable to
completethe requirementsdue to seriousillness, military serviceor
otherdemonstratedhardship.

(hO The requestshall be made in writing with appropriate
documentationand shall include a description of circumstances
sufficient to show why the licensee is unable to comply with the
continuingeducationrequirement.
(5) A licenseeseekingto reinstatean inactiveor lapsedlicenseshall

showproofofcompliancewith the continuingeducationrequirement
for theprecedingbiennium.

(6) All courses, locations, instructors and providers shall be
approvedby theboard. Nocredit shall begivenfor anycoursein office
management.
Section4. The State:Board of Medicineshall promulgateregulationsto

carry out theprovisionsof this actwithin 18 monthsof theeffectivedateof
this section.

Section5. Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The11thdayof June,A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


