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No. 2008-108

AN ACT
HB 1177

Amending Title 40 (Insurance)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,further
providing for definitions, for scopeof serviceand for rights of health service
doctors.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The definitions of “health service doctor” and “professional
health services” in section 6302(a) of Title 40 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesare amendedandthesubsectionis amendedby adding
definitionsto read:
§ 6302. Definitions.

(a) Generalrule.—Thefollowing wordsandphraseswhenusedin this
chapter shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the
meaningsgivento themin this section:

“Clinical social work services.” The general and usual services
renderedand care administeredby licensedclinical social workers, as
definedby the “practice ofclinical socialwork” in the act ofJuly 9, 1987
(P.L.220, No.39), known as the Social Workers, Marriage and Family
TherapistsandProfessionalCounselorsAcL

“Health service doctor.” [Al Any health careprofessionalduly licensed
or certifiedunder Commonwealthstatuteregulatinga particular branchof
health carepractice, including, but not limited to, doctorof dentalsurgery,
doctor of medicine, doctor of optometry,doctor of osteopathy,doctor of
podiatry,doctorof chiropractic,licensedphysicaltherapist,licensedclinical
social worker, licensed occupational therapist, licensed marriage and
family therapist, licensedprofessionalcounselor, certifiedregisterednurse
anesthetist,certified registered nurse practitioner, certified enterostomal
therapynurse,certifiedcommunityhealthnurse,certifiedpsychiatricmental
healthnurse,certifiedclinical nursespecialist,licensedpsychologist,licensed
speech-languagepathologist, licensed audiologist or licensed teacherof
personswho arehearingimpaired.

“Licensed marriage andfamily therapy services.” The general and
usual services rendered and care administered by persons licensed
pursuantto 49Pa. CodeCli. 48 (relating toStateBoardofSocialWorkers,
Marriage andFamily Therapistsand ProfessionalCounselors-Licensure
ofMarriageandFamily Therapists).
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“Licensedprofessionalcounselingservices.” The general and usual
servicesrenderedandcareadministeredbypersonslicensedpursuantto 49
Pa. Code Ch. 49 (relating to StateBoardofSocial Workers,Marriage and
Family TherapistsandProfessionalCounselors-LicensureofProfrssional
Counselors).

“Occupational therapy services.” The general and usual services
rendered and care administeredby licensedoccupational therapists,as
definedby “occupational therapy” in the act of June 15, 1982 (P.L.502,
No.140),known asthe OccupationalTherapyPracticeAct.

“Professional health services.” IDental services,medical services,
optometricservices,osteopathicservices,podiatryservices,chiropractic
services, physical therapy services, psychological services, speech-
languagepathologyservices,audiologyservices,servicesof teachersof
personswho are hearing impaired,certified registerednurse services
provided by a certified registerednurseat any time exceptwhen the
certified registerednurse is acting as an employeeof a health care
facility or of an anesthesiologygroup or any one or more of them,
provided any of the above-listedservices are medically necessary.l
Professionalservicesprovided by a duly licensedhealth servicedoctor,
providedthat theservicesare medicallynecessary.

Section2. Sections6322(f)and6324(a)of Title40 are amendedto read:
§ 6322. Scopeof service.

***

(f) Legislative amendment of stated purposes of existing
corporations.—Thestatedpurposesof all existing generalmedical service
corporationsare hereby amended so as to include the furnishing of
osteopathic,dental, optometric, podiatry, chiropractic, physical therapy,
clinical social work, occupationaltherapy,psychological,speech-language
pathologyandaudiologyservicesandtheservicesof teachersofpersonswho
are hearingimpaired through doctorsof osteopathy,dentistry, optometry,
podiatryandchiropracticand through licensedphysicaltherapists,licensed
clinical social workers, licensedmarriage andfamily therapists,licensed
occupational therapists, licensedprofessional counselors,psychologists,
speech-languagepathologists,audiologistsand teachersof personswho are
hearingimpaired, respectively.
§ 6324. Rights of healthservicedoctors.

(a) Admissionto plan.—Everyhealthservicedoctorpracticingwithin the
areacoveredby any professionalhealthservice corporationshall have the
right, on complyingwith suchregulationsas the corporationmaymakewith
the approvalof the Departmentof Health, to registerwith suchcorporation
for suchgeneralor specialprofessionalhealthservicesashemaybe licensed
to practice,within that area,butthecorporationmay,with theapprovalof the
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Departmentof Health, refuseto place the nameof anyhealthservicedoctor
on its register.Any professionalhealth service corporationmay, with the
approvalof the Departmentof Health, removefrom its registerthe nameof
any health service doctor after due noticeandopportunity for hearingfor
causesatisfactory to the corporation.Nothing in this section shall be
construed to limit the discretion of a professional health service
corporation to determine the classesor kinds of servicesthat will be
coveredunder its contracts.

Section3. This actshalltakeeffectin 120 days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof October,A.D. 2008.
EDWARD G. RENDELL


