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AN ACT
HB 1634

Providing for uniform methodsto satisfy requiredmunicipal registrationof deeds
and conveyances;permitting access of information in lieu of registration;
prohibitingmunicipalitiesfrom requiringmunicipal registrationof deedsprior to
recordationby recordersof deeds;and makinginconsistentrepeals.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
This act shallbeknownandmay becited astheUniform Municipal Deed

RegistrationAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Municipality.” A city, borough,incorporatedtown, townshipof thefirst
class, township of the secondclassor home rule municipality formerly
classifiedas a city, borough,incorporatedtown or township.The term does
notincludea city ofthefirst class.

“Owner.” Includes a grantee,devisee,subsequentpurchaseror other
personacquiringtitle to realpropertywho is requiredto registera deedor
conveyancewith amunicipalityin accordancewith law.

“Recorder of deeds.” Includesany county official responsiblefor the
recordationof conveyancesin countieswithout recordersof deeds.
Section3. Registrationof deedsgenerally.

(a) General rule.—Notwithstandingany other provision of law or
ordinanceor resolutionto thecontrary,aftertheeffectivedateof thisact,any
requirementthata deedor conveyancebe registeredwith a municipalityshall
be satisfiedby eitherof thefollowing:

(1) Registrationby the owneror agentin accordancewith section4.
(2) Theobtainingof informationnecessaryfor registrationof the deed

or conveyanceby the municipality, in lieu of registrationunderparagraph
(1), in accordancewith section5.
(b) Prohibition.—A-municipalityshall notrequirethat registrationof a

deedbe madeprior to the recordationof the original deedwith the recorder
of deeds.
Section4. Registrationby owneror agent.

(a) Generalrule.—Jnthe absenceof an ordinanceenactedpursuantto
section5, the owner,or an agenton behalfof the owner,shall, within two
businessdays after recording the deedorconveyance,register thedeedor
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conveyancewith the municipality which hasenactedan ordinancerequiring
registrationby anyof thefollowing methods:

(1) By delivering or sendinga copy of the deedas submittedfor
recordingby registeredor certified mail, returnreceiptrequested,to the
municipality.

(2) If agreeableto both the owner and the municipality, by
electronicallysendingan imageof thedeedassubmittedfor recordingto
the municipality. The recorder of deedsmay, but is not required to,
electronicallytransmitthedeedasa serviceto theownerandmaycharge
suchfeesas are providedin the act of July 18, 1941 (P.L.421,No.169),
entitled“An act requiringrecordersof deedsto acceptand recorddeeds
prior to registry, where registry is required, and to have the same
registered,andfixing feestherefor,”in additionto therecordingfee.
(b) Prohibition.—Nomunicipalitymayrequirethat the recorderof deeds

effecttheregistrationof a deed.
Section5. Informationaccessin lieu of registration.

(a) Agreement.—Themunicipalityand the recorderof deedsmay enter
into an agreementwhereby the recorder of deeds shall compile and
electronically transmit to the municipality or otherwise provide the
municipality with electronicaccessto information regardingconveyancesof
realproperty.

(b) Duty of municipality.—Themunicipality shall, as an amendmentto
an existingordinanceestablishingits real estateregistryor otherwiseby the
enactmentof anordinance:

(1) Referencethe existenceof the agreemententeredinto pursuantto
subsection(a).

(2) Establishthat the information obtainedpursuantto the agreement
shallbe utilized to updateandmaintainthe municipality’s registry in lieu
of registrationpursuantto section4.

(3) Establishthat,as to transfersmadeaftera specifieddate,anowner
shall not be required to register a deed or conveyance with the
municipality.
(c) Sufficiency of infonnation.—Theagreementmay specify that any

information periodicallyprovidedto the municipalityin accordancewith the
act of May 17, 1945 (P.L.624, No.264), entitled, as amended,“An act
requiring the recorderof deedsof every county, except counties of the
second class, in certain cases to report transfers of property to the
commissionersof townshipsof the first classandto supervisorsof townships
of the secondclass,”or any other law, is sufficient for the purposeof this
section.
Section6. Feefor registration.

For the purposeof maintainingits registry, a municipality may chargea
reasonablefee,not to exceed$10 perdeed.A feeimposedpursuantto this
sectionshallbepaidas follows:
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(1) The fee shall accompanyany copy of a deedthat is registeredin
accordancewith section4(a)(1).

(2) The fee shall be delivered or mailed, first classprepaid, to the
municipality within sevenbusinessdaysafter recordationin the caseof
registration in accordancewith section 4(a)(2) or in the event the
municipality enactsan ordinanceproviding for accessto information in
lieu of registrationin accordancewith section5.

Section7. Existingpowersanddutiespreserved.
Existing duties of the recorder of deeds to provide information in

accordancewith the act of May 17, 1945 (P.L.624, No.264) entitled, as
amended,“An act requiring the recorderof deedsof every county, except
countiesof thesecondclass,in certaincasesto reporttransfersof propertyto
the commissionersof townshipsof the first class and to supervisorsof
townships of the second class,” or any other law, or any power of a
municipality to require an owner to provide information related to real
property, to theextentthat thesedutiesandpowersarenot inconsistentwith
theprovisionsof this act, areherebypreserved.
Section8. Inconsistentordinanceor resolution.

Any ordinance or resolution, or part thereof, inconsistentwith the
provisionsof thisactis herebydeclaredto bevoid andofno effect.
Section9. Repeals.

(a) Specific.—Thefollowing actsandpartsof actsare repealedinsofaras
theyareinconsistentwith this act:

(1) The act of July 17, 1919 (P.L.1001,No.396), entitled “An act
authorizingboroughsandincorporatedtownsto establishsystemsfor the
registrationof deedsandtitles to realestate;imposingcertaindutiesupon
sheriffs,prothonotaries,andrecordersof deeds;andprovidingpenalties.”

(2) Subarticle(b) of Article XV of theact of June23, 1931 (P.L.932,
No.317), knownasTheThird ClassCity Code.

(3) Subarticle (b) of Article XIII of the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206,No.331), knownas TheFirst ClassTownshipCode.

(4) The act of July 18, 1941 (P.L.421, No.169), entitled “An act
requiringrecordersof deedsto acceptandrecord deedsprior to registry,
whereregistry is required,andto havethesameregistered,andfixing fees
therefor.”

(5) Article XXX of the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L.1656,
No.581),knownasTheBoroughCode.
(b) General.—Allotheractsandpartsof actsarerepealedinsofarasthey

are inconsistentwith this act.
Section10. Effectivedate.

Thisactshalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROV~D—The9thdayof October,A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENDELL


