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No. 2008-120

AN ACT
HB 2629

Amending the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), entitled “An act relating to
health care; prescribingthe powers and duties of the Departmentof Health;
establishingandprovidingthepowersanddutiesoftheStateHealthCoordinating
Council, healthsystemsagenciesandHealthCarePolicy Boardin theDepartment
of Health, and StateHealth Facility HearingBoard in the Departmentof Justice;
providing for certification of need of health care providers and prescribing
penalties,”further providingfor licensure.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section806(g) of the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130,No.48),
known as theHealthCareFacilitiesAct, addedOctober16, 1998 (P.L.777,
No.95),is amendedto read:
Section806. Licensure.

***

(g) Hospices.—
(1) The departmentshallpromulgateregulationsto provide for a fee

for applicationfor the licensureof hospices.The fee shall be an amount
sufficient to offset all costs incurred by the departmentrelated to the
licensureand inspectionof hospices.The departmentshall from time to
time, as maybe necessary,increaseor decreasethe fee to reflect actual
expendituresrelated to hospices.Until such time as the department
provides for the fee by regulation,an applicationfor a hospicelicense
shallbeaccompaniedby a fee of $250.

(2) The departmentshall promulgateregulationsfor licensure of
hospices.The regulationsshall, at a minimum, containthe standardsset
forth in regulationsfor hospicescertified as providersof the Medicare
programunderTitle XVIII of the Social SecurityAct (49 Stat. 620, 42
U.S.C. § 1395 et seq.). The department may develop additional
regulations as necessaryto administerthe licensure program and to
protectthe healthandsafetyof the citizensof this Commonwealth.Until
final regulationsare adopted, the departmentshall operatethe licensing
programpursuantto interimguidelinesconsistentwith this paragraph.

(2.1) Within 180daysfollowing theeffectivedateofthis paragraph,
the departmentshall promulgateproposedregulations, and, within 270
daysfollowing theeffectivedateofthis paragraph,the departmentshall
promulgatefinal regulationsfor the licensure andoperation of small
residentialhospiceswith 22 orfewerbeds.Subjectto Federalapproval
under 42 CFR 418.100(d)(3) (relating to condition of participation
hospices that provide inpatient care directly), the regulations shall
createan alternative to thefire and safety regulationsfor hospices
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certifiedasprovidersof theMedicareprogram under TitleXVIII ofthe
Social Security Act (49 SIaL 620, 42 U.S.C § 1395 et seq.) that
currently require hospices to meet standardsfor nursing homes
containedin the 2000 edition of the Life Safety Codeof the National
Fire ProtectionAssociation. In developingthe alternativefor fire and
safety regulations, the departmentshall consideras a minimum the
requirementsfor residentialboardandcare occupanciessetforth in the
2006edition oftheLife SafetyCodeandotherapplicablecodes.

(3) Notwithstandingany provisionto the contrary,any organization
which provides or coordinatesthe provision of volunteerservices for
Medicare-certifiedhospiceprovidersin thehospicedeliverysystemsof its
communityandwhich:

(i) used“hospice” in its nameprior to January1, 1990;
(ii) qualified for exemptionfrom Federal income taxationunder

section501(c)(3) of the Internal RevenueCodeof 1986 (Public Law
99-514, 26 U.S.C. § I et seq.) prior to the effective date of this
subsection;and

(iii) registeredwith the Departmentof Statepursuantto the act of
December19, 1990 (P.L.1200,No.202),knownasthe “Solicitation of
Fundsfor CharitablePurposesAct,” prior to the effectivedate of this
subsection;maycontinueto useits nameasheretofore.

Section2. Thisact shalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The9thdayof October,A.D. 2008.

EDWARD G. RENI)ELL


