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LAWS OF PENNSYLYANTA, 

The term "owner" or "owners," as used in this act, 
shall include the person or persons having a motor 
vehicle in his or their possession, custody, or control, 
under a lease or contract of conditional sale or other 
like agreement. 

Section 2. That section two of. said act is hereby 
amended to read ;ts follows: 

~ection ~- 'I'hat no certificate. of registration of 
any motor vehicle, or registration number plates 
therefor, shall hereafter be issued by the commissioner 
unless the owner thereof shall make application for, 
and be granted, an official certificate of title to such 
motor vehricle, or shall present satisfactory evidence 
that such a certificate of title has bee.n previously 
issued to the owner covering such motor vehicle ex
cept as hereinafter provided. Said application shaJl 
be made upon a iblank form to be furnished by the 
commissioner, and shall be acknowledged before a 
notary public or other officer empowered to adminis
ter oaths, and shall contain a full de.scription of the 
motor vehicle, together with a 1statement of the own
er's title, and of any liens or encumbrances upon said 
motor vehicle, and whether possession is held under 
a lease, contract of conditional sale, or other like 
agreement. The commissioner shall use reasonable 
dilige.nce in ascertaining whether or not the facts 
stated in said application for a certificate of title are 
true, and if satisfied that the applicant is the lawful 
owner of such motor vehicle, or is otherwise en
titled to have the same registered in his name, he 
shall thereupon issue an appropriate certificate of 
title over his signature and sealed with the seal of 
his office. Said certificate of title shall contain such 
descriiption and other evidences of identification of 
said motor vehicle as the commissioner may deem 
reasonably necessary and proper, together with a 
statement of any liens, [or) encumbrance, or legal 
claims which the [application] applioetnt may show 
to be the.reon, together with the name and address of 
hol(ler of said lien) encumbra.nce) or legnl claim, and 
said certificate of title shall be delivPre(l to the per
son holding the first lien, encumbrance, or legal clairn 
11'pon said motor t'ehicle and retained by 8UCh person 
nntU the entire arnonnt of snch lien, encmnbrance, or 
logal claim, is fully paid by the owner of said rnotor 
vehicle) when the said certificate of title shall be de
livered to said owner: Provided, That a corrected 
certificate of title shall be issued, upon request of the 
owner, when original certificate of title is returned 
wHh evidence that lien, encumbrance, or legal claim 
has 1been satisfied. The charge for each original cer
tificate of title so issued shall be two ($2) dollars, 
except in the case of a mannfactnrer, jol)ber, or dealer 
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acquiring a new, [or] rebuilt, or us<Jd motor vehiel~ 
for· which no certificate of title has been issued, when 
the charge for each original certificate of title shall 
be fifty ( 50¢) cents, and except in <Jruse of a dealer 
acquiring a new, [or] re.built, or used motor vehicle 
from a jobber or other dealer to whom the original 
certificate of title has been issued a:nd by whom it 
has been directly assigned to said dealer, in which 
case the charge for the certificate shall likewise be 
fifty ( 50¢) cents; and the certificate of title shall be 
good for the life of the car so long as the same is 
owned or held by the odginal holder of such certifi
cate of title, and shall not have to be renewed an
nually or at any other time except as herein provided. 
ln the case of motor vehicle now owned or registered 
in this Commonwealth during and for the year one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-three, an application 
for a certificate of title, accompanied 'U.Y such evidence 
of ownership, liens, and encumbrances, or possession 
under a lease, coutract of couditiona,l sale, or other 
like agreement, as the commissioner may require, 
shall be made within six (6) months after this act is 
approved. Jmmecliately upon the passage of this act, 
it shall be the duty of the commissioner to cause to 
be printed copies of this act, and to mail every person 
to whom he has issued a certificate of registration 
for the year one thousand nine hund1<ed and twe.nty
three, one of such printed copies, accompanied by a 
specific notice that the title of such motor vehicle 
must be registe.red as herein provided1 together with 
the necessary prescribed form upon which to make 
application for an otlicial certificate ·Of title as here
inbefore provided: Provided, That it shall be lawful 
for the commissioner to iss1w in the name of the first 
owner of a new or rebuilt motor vehicle a certificate 
of title, a certificate of registration, and registration 
nnmber plates if such owner presents to the commis
sioner an appUcation for registration of certificate of 
title duly made and acknowledged by the manufac
tnrer, jobber, or dea.ler and assigned to such owner 
together with the required application for registration 
of such motor vehicle accompanied bw the fees pre
scribed .by law. 

Section 3. That section three of said act is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 3. It shall be unlawful, and a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine of not less than fifty ($50) dol
lars nor more than one thousand ($1,000) dollars, for 
any person to own or operate in this Commonwe::iltl1 
a motor vehicle under a Pennsylvania registration 
unless such certificate of title shall h~ve been issued 
as herein provided. In the event of the sale or trans
fer of the ownership of a motor vehicle for which an 
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LA WR OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

original certificate of title has been issued as afore
said, the original holder of such certificate of title 
shall endorse on the back of the same an assignment 
thereof with warranty of title, in a form printed 
thereon, with a statement of all liens, encumbrances, 
or legal claims on said motor vehicle, together with 
the ruirne and address of the holder of said liens, en
cimibrances, or legal claims, and deliver the same to 
the purchaser or transferee at the time of the delivery 
to him of such motor ve.hicle: Prov·ided, '!'hat it shall 
be la·u·ful for the comm i8sio11er upon payment of the 
proper fee to iswe ci certificate of title in the name of 
the owner of lt used motor 1jchiale if such oicner< pre
sents to the commissioner a properly assigned certifi
cate of title with ci re,nss·ignment thereof to such 
owner. The [purchaser] owner or transferee shall 
within ten days thereafter present such certificate of 
title, assigned as aforesaid, together with a statement 
of (f;ll liens, encumbrances, or legal claims on said 
motor ~)chicle, to the commissioner, whereupon a new 
certificate of title shall be issued to the assignee, for 
wl1ich the charge shall be two ($2) dollars, emcept 
that in the case of (I; manufacturer, jobber, or cleialer 
th,e fee shcill be fifty (50¢) eents for each such cm·tifi
ccite, ancl said certificate of title shall be delivered 
to the verson holding the first lien, enmimbrcince, or 
legal claim upon said motor vehicle and retctinecl by 
such person 1mtil the entire a,mownt of stteh lien, en
cumbrance, or-legal clriim, is fully paid by the owner 
of said motor cehicle, when the said certificate of title 
shall be delivered to sciid owner: Prov·ided, That a 
corrected certificate of Utle shall be issued upon re
quest of the otcner 1clicn the original cerUficcite of 
title is returned wi,th e<1;idenee thcit the lien, encum
brance, or legal claim ha8 been satisfied. Certificates 
of title when so assigned and returned to the com
missioner shall be retained by the commissioner, and 
appropriately classified and indexed in such a man
ner as most convenient to trace title to the motor ve
hicle designated therein. 

Section 4. That section six of said act is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 6. Any person [or persons l, emcept a8 
otherwfae vrovided in this act, who shall destroy re
move, cover, alter) or deface, or canse to be removed, 
covered, altered, or defaced, the en~ine nmnlwr, man 
ufactnrer's number, or other distillguishing number 
or identification mark of any motor vehicle in this 
Commonwealth for any reason whatsoever other than 
provided herein; or who shall give a wrong descrip
tion in an application for a certificate of title of any 
motor vehicle in this Commonwealth for the purposC' 
of concealing or hiding the identity of such motor 
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vehicle,-shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be fined tmt less than one 
hundred ($100) doHars nor more than one thousand 
($1,000) dollars, and imprisoned for a term of not 
less than two (2) years nor more th:an ten (10) years, 
at the discretion of the court. 

Section 5. That section seven of said act is hereby 
amended fo read as follows: 

Section 7. Any person who, thirty (30) days after 
this act is approved, shall sell, or offer for sale, in 
this Commonwealth. a motor vehicle. on which the 
nriginal engine number, manufacturer's number, or 
other distinguishing nnmber or identification of which 
has been destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or de
faced with knowledge of said destruction) removal, al
teration, covering, or defacement, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than two hun
dred ($200) dollars nor more than fille hundred ($500) 
dollars, and by imprisonment for a term of not less 
than thirty (30) days nor more tha11 one hundred and 
eighty (180) days, in the discretion of the court, and 
upon a second conviction, under thi$ section, the pun
ishment shall be imprisonment for a term of not less 
than one (1) ye::tr nor more than five (5) years in the 
discretion of the court. The sellinig, or offering for 
sale, in this Commonwealth, of a motor vehicle on 
which the original engine number, manufacturer's 
number, or other distinguishing nmn·ber or identifica
tion of which has been destroyed, removed, altered, 
covered, or defaced shall be prima facie evidence of 
knowledge on the part of the person selling, or offering 
for sale, such motor vehicle of said destruction, remov
al, alteration, covering, or "llefaceme~t of said original 
engine number, manufacture1·'s nnmher, or other dis
tinguishing number or identification: Pro;·ided, how
ever, That any person being the owner or custot1ian of 
or having possession of a motor vE)hicle at the time 
this act is approved, the original engine number or 
manufacturer's number of which has been previously 
destroyed, removed, altered, covered, or defaced, shall, 
before the expiration of thirty (30) days after this act 
is approved, apply to the commissioner, on a blank to 
be prepared and furnished by the commissioner upon 
request, for a special number plate. to be placed on 
the motor vehicle: And further prov:ided, That should 
the engine of a motor vehicle he rnpliace.d by a new or 
used engine on which the engine nul):lber has been de
st,royed, removed, covered, altered, o:(' defaced, it shall 
he the duty of the -owner of such motor vehicle to ap
ply to the commissioner, on a hlank furnished by the 
l'Ommissioner, for a s1wcial 11mn'ber I!>late to be placed 
on such engine. Such blank shall b¢ accompanied by 

291 

Penalty. 

Section 7 of act 
amendetl. 

Unlawful to sell or 
offer for sale a 
motor vehicle on 
which numbers 
have been altered 
or destroyed. 

lt.Usde1neauor. 

Penalties. 

Selling or offering 
for sale to be 
vrima facie P.vi ~ 
dence of knC'.JWl
edge of altera
tion, etc., of orljr
inal numbers. 

Proviso. 

Proviso. 

Special number 
P1ate. 



292 

Contents of appli
e:ition. 

Sµe1.. .:al number to 
lJecome lawful 
numl)er. 

Hemu\·al or altera
tion u f special 
11um1Jer. 

Felony. 

Proviso. 

.Annual license to 
manufucturers to 
remov • and trans
fer numbers on 
motors being re
placed. 

Posting of license. 

Records to be 
optn t? inspection. 

Bond. 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

certificate of title issued to said motor vehicle, upon 
receipt of which a corrected certificate of title shall be 
issued without additional fee. The application shall 
contain a description of such motor vehicle, including 
the make, style, and year of model of the same; as com
plete a description of the original engine number or 
manufacturer's number, if any part of the same re
main, as is possible to give; any distinguishing marks 
that may be on the engine or ·body of such motor ve
hicle; and the name and post office address of the ap
plicant, the date on which he purchased or procured 
possession of the same, the name and post-office ad
dress of the person from whom he purchased. such 
motor vehicle, and such other information as the com
missioner may require. All of which description and 
fa-cts shall be sworn to by said applicant. Upon re
ceipt of such application, the commissioner shall issue 
to said applicant a special number plate and certificate 
for such motor vehicle, and when such special number 
plate has been placed on the motor vehicle, it shall 
become and thereafter be the lawful engine or manu
facturer's number, as the case may be, of such motor 
vehicle for the purpose of identification and registra
tion and for all 1th er purposes under the provisions of 
this act, and the owner there.of may-sell and transfer 
the same under said special number; and any person 
or persons who shall destroy, remove, cover, alter, or 
deface any .specia1 nnmber plate so issued by the com
missioner shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment 
for a term of not less than two (2) years nor more than 
ten ( 10) years: Provided, That the commissioner may 
in his discretion annually issue li<fenses to maniifac
turers or manufacturers' authorized representatives to 
remove engine 11wnbcrs on motors being replaced by 
new, rebnilt, or itsed motors and transferring the en
qine numbers from the motors being removed to the 
new, re.built, or iised motor's. Such licenses issued to 
mannfacturers' ai!J!wrizcd npresentatives UJ"ill anto
nwtically exvire with the terrninrition of the contract 
or agreement 1cith the manufactnrcrs d1tring the ternis 
of such licenses. Eh;ery such license mnst be p·osted in 
c, conspicuous ploce ill the manufacturer's or manu
fncturci,,s autlwri;;·rd representative's vlace of business, 
and s11ch place of lmsiness <md the records thereof 
shall be ozicn for inspection by any sheriff or depnty 
sheriff or cou11 ty detr:ctire or constable or police officer 
or member of the State Police Force or designated of
ficer (If the ncpart111ent of Hioh1cays zcho shaTl be in 
unifonn or shall exhibit his badge or other si,qn of att

thority. A 111; mam1facturer or manufaicturer'.~ author
ized represrn ta tire .~·ho ll file with his applica.tfon for 
such 1-icen.se a saUsfactory bond, and in addition there-
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t@ in the cttse of a manufact'l(,rer's <1itt,thori:zed represen' 
t'lttive an affi<lavit from the manufacturer certltfyifn1 
that such avplicant is his aiithori:Jed representative. 
Ma.nufacturers or manu.factitrers' aA~thorized represen
tatives so licensed shcill maintain anr1 keep records for 
a period of not less than .five (5) yaars of all changes 
of motors on forms prescribed by f he com missioner; 
such forms to gi'l:e the name of the motor vehicle, clas
sification (passengc,r, truclc, or othcrtcise), eng,inc num
ber, manitfacturer's serial number, Pennsylva11ia De
partment of Highways' certificate of title, number, cur
rent ycm·'s registration mmiber, name and address of 
the ou:ner of the motor vehicle, date on which motor 
was changed, <Mtd any other information required by 
the Department. S1wh licensed ma1'!rufacturer or man
ufacturer's authorized representativd shall file with the 
Departnie1it immediately after each change of engine 
and engine nurnber on a form prescribed and furnished 
by the Depar'tment of Highways the following informa
tfon: name of 1notor vchfole, classification (passenger, 
truck, or other·wise), engine number, manufcwturer's 
serial nurnber, Pennsylvania Department of Highways' 
certi.fi,cate of title number, current year's registratfon 
number, name and add;ress of owner, date on which 
motor was changed, reason for change of motor, manu
facturer's or manufacturer's auth@rized representa
tive's license number to change engir11C and engine num
be;r, and any other information required by the De
partment. Failwre to maintain and. keep said records 
and failure to file revorts with the Department shall 
constitiite a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
the person so convicted shan be subject to a fine of not 
less than one hundred ($100) dollarg, or more tham, five 
hund;red ($500) <Zollars and imprisornment for a term 
of not less than thirty (30) days or 11tore than one hun
dred and eight.y (180) days in the discretion of the 
court, nnd the clerk of the court in which such convic
tion is had shall certify forthwith su,ch conviction to 
the commissioner, who shall sus;pend or r01,1oke the li
cense is8ued to such person. 

Section 6. That section thirteen Qf s:Ud act is here
bv amended to read as follows: 
·Section 13. The moneys derived, under the provi

sions of this act, from certificates of title, certified 
copies of records, duplicate copies of certificates of 
title, fines and penalties collected under the provisions 
of this act for violation of the same, hail forfeited, and 
sale of confiscated motor vehicles, slmll be paid by the 
[State Highway Department into the State Treasury; 
and the same] Department of Highwrr,ys into the State 
Troosu1-y, there to be kept separate and from all other 
moneys im the State Treasury and ti) be known as the 
((Motor License Fund.~ Except to tke emtent that the 
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

moneys in the said Motor License Fund shall be neces· 
sary for the payment by the Board of Finance and 
Revenue of interest and sinki-ng funcl cluvrgcs on bonds 
of this Commonwealth issued for the purpose of im
proving and rebuilding highways and for the paynient 
of the compensa,tion of the State's fiscal agent for ser
vices i·n registering, transferring, and paying the in
terest on such bonds, the moneys which may be from 
time to time in the said Motor License Fund from 
whatever source derived are hereby specifically appro
propriated to the [State Highway] Department o/ 
Highwa.ys to carry out a,nd enforce the provisions of 
the aet to which this is an amendment and all amend
ments and sup:p.Zements ther'eto .• inclnding the penal 
provisions thereof, for the purpose of assisting in the 
reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, construc
tion, replacement, and repairs of State Highways and 
of State-aid Highways; for the rnaintenance of inter
state bridges oi;er the Delaware River between this 
Commonwealth and the State of New Jersey a,t Mil
ford, Easton, Riegelsville, Point Plea,sant, New Hope,. 
Washington Crossing, Yardley, and Morrisville and 
of inter-state bridges between this Cornmonwealth and 
the State of New York at Ha,ncock, Shohola, and 
Matamoras; [and~ for the payment of the salaries, 
wages, or other compensation of such deputies, direc
tors, superintendents, bureau,s, or division chiefs, as
sistant chiefs, experts, scientists, engineers, surveyors, 
draftsmen, accountants, secretaries, auditors, inspec
tors, ea•aminers, statisticians, clerks, stenographers, 
bookkeepers, messengers, laborers, and other assist
ants and employes as rn;ay be required for the proper 
conduct of the work of the Departrnent of Highw_ays; 
for the payment of the traveling and other expenses 
of the Secretary of Highways and other officers and 
employes of the Departrnent; for the purchase, through 
the Department of Property and Supplies as purchas
ing agency, of furniture, furnishings, stationery, sup
plies, materials, equipment, fuel, motor vehicles, and 
printing and binding necessary for the conduct of the 
work of the Depa,rtmcnt; for the payment of rentals 
for branch offices or any other grounds, buildings, or 
quarters necessary for the work of the Department; 
for the erection and repairs of buildings; for the 
payment of postage, telegrams, telephone rentals, and 
toll charges and rentals; for the r.oyalties upon leased 
office or other devices or machines; for the payment 
of medical attendance and hospital charges for em
ploy es of the Department injured in line of duty; and 
for any and all other expenses of every ]c,ind and 
description necessary, in the judgment of the [State 
Highway] Commissioner, to effectually carry on the 
work of the [State Highway] Department of High-
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wr:qs as described in the act of Assembly, appr!wed 
May thirty-first, one thousand nine hundred and eleven, 
known as the State Highway Act with amendments 
and supplements the.reto, and to carr~ out and enforce 
the proviSJions of this act and aJHeudments thereto, 
including the penal provisions there~f; and for that 
purpose the Commissioner is hereby authorized to ap
point such employes as, in his discretion, are neces
sary. Said moneys to be paid from the State Treas
ury upon requisition of the [State Highway] Com
missioner, and after audit and approival by the Audi
tor General and State Treasurer in tlle usual manner. 
Provided, hou:ei:er, 'l'hat it shall not be necessary for 
the Department oj H igh1rays to vurctiase through the 
Department of l'roverty and S11-vpli¢s as vurchasing 
agency materials, supplies, and equirment necessary 
for the construction and repair of l~ighways, but all 
other matcriltls, supplies, and eqiiipment shall be pur
chased thro119h the Depa,rtment of Property and .~up
plies as heretofore 71rovi,ded,: Provided, 'l.'hat in case 
any moneys are or hcwe been p.nid to the State Treas
urer a8 provided for in this section and t.o i,vhich it 
a11pecirs the De11artment is not rightfully entitled, 
the person or persons who hare pairl the same may 
present ct claim, to the Department for a refund. The 
snid claim and all evidence presented thereu;ith shaU 
be presented to the Auditor Genercil, State Treasurer, 
and Attorney Gencrcil, who shall co11sider the same; 
and if in their opinion the Departm¢nt hcts no ralid 
clairn tu such moneys a,nd the same· properly belong 
to the claimant or claimants and .oug~it in equity and 
good faith to be refunded to him or them, they shall 
so certify undei· their hands ancl offic:/al seals, specify
ing the amount or amounts to be r¢funded and the 
person or persons to 1r:hom the same are to be paid 
respectively. The said certificates sh(tll be filecl in the 
office of the .:I wlitor Genercil, icho shall thereupon 
dra111 his warrcint upon the State Treasuirer payable 
to sairl claimant or claimants for tloo amount fownd 
to be due him or them; the sa,id cf aim to be paid 
ou,t of the moneys derived under tke pra:rvi,sions of 
this act from registration and license fees and from 
fines and forfeited bail and other miscellaneous re-
ceipts. , 

Section 7. That section fifteen of r;;aid act is here
by amended to read as follows: 

Section 15. The commissioner i$ authorized to 
[make requisition on the De1.mrtment of Public Print
ing and Binding for] order through tlve Department of 
Property and Supplies as purchasing agency the 
printing of necessary forms, certificates of title, bulle
tins, and other printed matter required for carrying 
out the provisions of this act and foir the dissemina
tion of ir.formation to the public. 
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Section 8. That section sixteen of this act is here
by amended to read as follows: 

Section 16. X o foe shall be charged for a certifi
cate. of title of motor vehicles owned and used by the 
United State:;, the Commonwealtll of Pennsylvania, 
otiter States, or by any city, borough, incorporated 
to"1n, township, [or J county, school or poor district, 
duly altthorized rolunteer fire force, hospital, humane 
society, or anti-cruelty society, in this Com111onwealth, 
or by tl1e. American Red Cross, I.mt all s1wh \'chicles 
shall be issnecl a certificate of title as is provided for 
pri,·ately mn1ed motor ,·ehideR. 

APPRO\'En-'l'he 27th day of April, A. D. Hl25. 

GIFFOHD PTXCHOT. 

No. 163. 

AN ACT 

To amend sections four, five, eight, aml fifteen of the uct, ariproye!l 
the seyentceuth day of May, one thousand nine hundred nm! 
seventeen ( Pnm11hlct Laws, two hundred and eight), entitle\] 
"An net to regulate the prnctice of phnrmacy and sale of poisons 
and drugs, and providing pennlties for the violation thereof: 
defining the words 'drug' and 'poison,' and providing for the ap
pointment of a board which shall hm·e in charge the enforce
ment of said law, and the pC>wer to make rules and regul::tion, 
for the enforcement of said law, and 1iro,·iding for the purchasP 
of samples of drugs for determining their qnalitr. strc11gth, an1l 
purity," as amended. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., 'fha t sectiou four of 
the act approvt"d the seventeen th day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
J,aws, two hundred and eight), entitled "An act to 
regulatt" the practice of pharruacy and Rale of poisons 
and drugs, and providing penalties for the violation 
thereof; defining the words 'drug' and 'poison'; and 
providing for the appointment of a board which shall 
have in ,charge the enforcement of said law, and the 
power to make rules and regulations for the enforce
ment of said law; and providing for the purchase of 
samples of drugs for determining their quality, 
strength, and purity," as amended by the act, ap
proved the fourth day of June, one thousand nim~ 
hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred 
and ninety-one), entitled "An act to amend section 
four of an act, approved the seventeenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, two hundred and eight), entitled 'Au act to 
regulate tlie practice of pharma,cy and sale of poisons 
and drugs, and providing penalties for the violation 
tlwreof; defining the words 'drug' and 'poison'; and 
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