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fifteen (Pamphlet La:ws, tln·ce hnl!dred ai. l t\n•lve), 
entitled "An act providing a systeu,'l of governme;, r fe>r 
boroughs, and revising, amending, and consoliitating 
the law relating to boroughs," is hereby amended by 
adding thereto the following clause, which shall 1be 
known as clause forty-five: 

XL V_ To pitrchase and own ground for, and to 
erect, establish, and maintain market houses and mar
ket places, . for which latter purpose parts of any 
streets or sidewalks may be temporarily used; to con
tract with any person or persons or association of per
sons, companies, or corporations for the erection, mwin
tenance, and regulation of market houses and market 
places on swch_ terms ((;nd condlitfons and in such man
ner as the council may prescribe;' to provide and en
force suitable regulations of said market houses and 
market places,- and to ,p·rovide for the paynient of the 
cost or ea:pense thereof either in whole or in vart out 
of the funds of the borough; anil to levy and collect 
a .sititable license tax frorn, every person or persons 
who rnay be authorized .by co.itncil to occupy any por
tion of said market ho·uses or marMet places or any por
tion of the streets or sidewalks far temporary market 
purposes. 

APPROVED-The 27th day of April, A. D. 1925. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 195. 

AN ACT 

To amend section three hundred and fottr, section three hundred 
and ten, and section six hundred and one of an act, approved 
the eleventh day of July, one thousand illine hundred and twenty
three (Pamphlet Laws, nine hund:ved ninety-eight), entitled "An 
act for the prevention and treatment af mental diseases, men
tal defect, epilepsy, and inebriety; regttlating the admission and 
commitment of mental patients to l)ospitals for mental dis
eases and institutions for mental defectives and epileptics; 
governing the transfer, discharge, .intfjr-state rendition, and de
portation of mental patients; providing for the payment by 
individuals, counties, or the Commonwealth of the cost of the 
admission, care, and discharge of mental patients; and impos
ing penalties." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c.; That section three 
hundred and four of an act, approved the eleventh 
day of July, one thousand nine ~rnndred and twenty
three (Pamphlet I.a,vs, nine Iro.ndrcd ninety-eight), 
cntitfod "-A~n act for the prevention and treatment of 
mental diseases, mental defect, epilepsy, and inebrie
ty; regulating the admission and commitment of men
tal patients to hospitals for mental diseases and insti
tutions for mental defectives and epileptics; govern-
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ing the transfer, discharge, inter-state rendition, and 
deportation of mental patients; providing for the pay
ment by individuals, counties, or the Commonwealth 
of the cost of admission, care, and discharge of men
tal patients; and imposing penalties," is hereby amend
ed to read as follows: 

Section 304. [Whenever an application shall] An 
application may be made to a court of common pleas, 
or judge thereof, for an order for the admission of any 
person thought to be mentally ill to a hospital for 
mental diseases; whereuipon the court or judge there
of, may, in its or his discretion, immediately appoint 
a commission to inquire into and report upon the facts 
in the case. Such commission shall be composed of 
three persons, two of whom shall be qualified physi
cians, and the other a lawyer. They shall in their 
inquisition, hear such evidence as may be offered, or 
as they may require, relating to the mental condition 
of the pers6n whose admission to a hospital for mental 
disease is sought, as well as the statements of such 
person, or his counsel; and shall make a report, in 
writing, to the court, or judge thereof, setting forth 
whether or not they find that the person in question 
is in fact mentally ill and a proper subject for admis
sion to a hospital for mental disease, and setting 
forth the facts on which their conclusion is based. 

If such commission finds that the person in ques
tion is mentally ill and is a proper subject for admis
E!ion to a hospital for mental diseases, and the court, 
or judge thereof, shall approve the report of the said 
commission, said court or judge shall thereupon or
der the person to be admitted to and detained in the 
hospital named in the application. The court or judge 
may or may not, in its or his discretion, require the 
presence in court of the person thought to be mental
ly ill, and the procedure may be held in any ;place in 
the discretion of the court or judge. 

If the person thought to 1be mentally ill shall re
fuse to submit himself to an examination by the afore· 
said commission, the court, or judge thereof, may 
issue a warrant for the bringing of said person before 
said commission for examination. 

Section 2. That section three hundred and ten of 
said act is hereby amended to read as follows: 

S'ection 310. The superintendent of any State or 
licensed school for mental defectives may receive and 
detain any mentally defective person twenty years 
of age or over, or who is of such inoffensive habits 
as to make him a proper subject for classification 
and discipline in a school for mental defectives. The 
procedure for admitting any such person shall be the 
same as for the admission of mentally defective per
sons under the age of twenty years. 



SESSION OF 192!'1. 

Section 3. That section six hurnlred and one of 
said act is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 601. Every mental patie:n:t in any institu
tion or place for mental patients, within the juds
diction of the department, shall have the right
(a) To communicate with his caunsel and with 
the conm.issioner, and to be alone llt any interview 
with his counsel or commissioners or representative 
of the department; 

(b) To religious freedom, and fo IUe visited by any 
minister of any religious denomination: Provided, 
That the religious services rendered by such minister 
shall be personal to the mental patient desiring the 
same, and shall not interfere with the established or
der of religious services in such institution or place; 

I c) 'l'o be employed at a useful occupation in so 
·far as the condition of such patient may permit, and 
the institution or place is able to fUrnh;h useful em
ployment to the patient; 

{ d) In the discretion of the phy.sician in charge, 
to sell articles, the product of his individual skill and 
labor, and the produce of any sn.all individual plot 
of ground which may be assigned to and cultivated 
by him, Q,nd to keep or eA.!>end the proceeds thereof 
or send the same to his family; 

( t>) To be furnished with writing materials, and 
reasonable opportunity, in the discretion of the phy
sician in charge, for communicating, under seal, with 
any person or persons outside of such institution or 
place, and such communication shall be stamped and 
mailed; 

(f) To a writ of habeas corplUs to determine 
whether or not he is properly detained as a mental 
patient, and the respondent in any such writ shall 
be required to pay the costs and cb;arges of the pro
ceedings unless the judge shall ceittify that, in his 
opinion, there were sufficient g-rourtds for detaining 
the patient and putting him to his Writ; 

(g) To be discharged as soon al3, in the opinion 
of the medical attendant of such in$titution or place, 
he shall ibe restored to reason and oompetent to man
age his own affairs ; 

(h) To be visited and examined, at all reasonable 
hours, by any medical practitioner designated by him, 
or by any member of his family or "near friend," with 
the sanction of a judge of a court of record of the 
county in which such mental rpatient resided prior 
to his commitment to such institution or place; and, 
with the consent of the patient and_ of the physician 
in charge of such institution or place, such medical 
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practitioner may attend such patient for all mala
dies, other than mental illness, in the same manner 
as if the patient were in his own home. 

APPROVED-The 27th day of April, A. D. 1925. 

GIFFORD PINOHO'J'. 

No. 196. 

AN ACT 

Empowering counties to take, purchase, or condemn property, and 
to appropriate money for the erection thereon of public aurli
toriums, libraries, memorial buildings, and monuments, nn<l 
providing for their operation and maintenance. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That counties shall 
have power to take, purchase, or acquire through con
demnation proceedings property for the purpose of 
erecting thereon pUlblic auditoriums, public libraries, 
pul:>lic memorial buildings', and monuments. 

Section 2. Counties by order of the commissioners 
thereof shall have power to appl'lopriate money from 
the public funds or hy issuance of -bonds according to 
existing law governing the issuanee of such bonds, for 
the erection on said property taken, purchased, or ac
quired through C!Ondemnation proceedings, public audi
toriums, pu'blic liibraries, pu'blic memorial buildings, 
and monuments. Counties shall also have power to ap
propriate moneys for the operation and maintenance of 
such public auditoriums, public libraries, memorial 
buildings, and monuments. 

Section 3. All prioceedings for the assessment of 
damages for property taken under the provisions of 
this act shall be had in the same manner as is now 
provided by law for the taking of property for pub
lic improvements in ·such counties. 

Section 4. Counties, in the cUJse of pUJblic auditori
ums, may by order of the commissioners thereof charge 
a rental for the use of said auditoriums. All moneys 
derived from rental of said auditoriums, shaII first be 
devoted to the maintenance of said auditorium, and 
any annual balance accruing therefrom shall he turned 
over to the county funds for the general uses and pur
poses of said county. 

Section 5. No county shall acquire any property 
for or t'rect any such public auditorium, library, mem
orial building, or monument within the limits of any 
city or borough without the consent of the corporate 
authorities of such city or borough. 
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