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No. 263. 

AN ACT 

Relating to fish : and amending, revising, consolidating, and chang
ing the law relating to fish in the inland waters and the boun
dary lakes and boundary rh-ers of the Commonwealth. 
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Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the laws relat
ing to fish are hereby amended, revfaed, consolidated, 
and changed, as hereinafter provided. 

CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

Section 2. Short Title. This act shall be known 
and may be cited as "The Fish Law of one thousand 
nine hundred ancl twenty-five." 

Section 3. Definition8. "Whenever nsed in this act, 
nnless a contrary intention is evident from the con
text, the word "person" shall include individuals~ co-
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partnerships, associations, and corporations.; the sin
gular shall include the plural; and the masculine, the 
feminine and neuter. 

The word ''ifloard," as used in this act, shall mean 
the Board of Fish Commissioners. 

The word "Commissioner," as used in this act, shall 
mean the Commissioner of Fisheries. 

Section 4. Effect of Act on Exll>ting Laws. The 
. provisions of this act, so far as they are the same as 
thoEe of existing laws, shall ,be constitued as a continu
ation of such laws and not as new enactments. The 
repeal by this act of any provision of law shall not 
revive any law heretofore repealed Ol' superseded nor 
shall such repeal affect any act done, liability incurred, 
or any right accrued or vested, or affect, abate, or 
prevent any suit or prosecution pending or to be in
stituted to enforce any right or penalty or punish any 
offense under the authority of such repealed laws. 

Section 5. Constitutionality. The provisions of 
this act shall be severable, and if any of its provisions 
shall be held to be unconstitutional the decision of 
the conrt shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
provisions of this act. It is hereby declared as a legis
lative intent that this act would have been adopted by 
the General Assembly had such unconstitutional pro
vision not been included therein. 

CHAPTER II 

FISHING REGULATIONS APPLYIN(\l TO INLAND 

WATERS 

ARTICLE I 

DElFINITIONS. SCOPE OF OlIAPTER 

Section 10. Game-fish Defined. 'fhe term "game· 
fish," as used in this chapter, means tke following fish: 
Charr, commonly called brook trout; all species of 
trout and the salmon family; blue-pike; pike-perch, 
otherwise known as Susquehanna salruon, or wall-eyed 
pike ; pickerel, western pike; muscallonge; fallfish; 
small mouth bass, otherwise called blackbass; large 
mouth bass, otherwise ca1led Oswego, green or yellow 
bass; crappie, grass, strawberry, or calico bass; white 
bass; rock-bass, otherwise known as red-eye, or goggle
eye; yellow perch; striped-bass or rocktfish; all suckers, 
eels and chubs; and all other species or varieties of 
fresh-water fish except bait-fish. 

Section 11. Bait-fish Defined. The term "bait 
fish," as used in this chapter, means the following fish: 
All forms of minnows except fallfish, and all forms of 
killi.fishes and stone catfish. 
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Section 12. Scope of Ohapter Provisions. The 
provisions of this chapter (II) and its several articles 
and sections shall be construed as applying only to 
waters wholly within the boundaries of the Common
wealth. 

CHAPTER II 

FISHING REJGULATIONS APPLYING TO INLAND 

W1ATERS 

ARTICLE II 

CLOSED SEASONS 

Section 20. Closed Seasons. The following closed 
seasons are hereby established for : 

(a) Oharr, commonly called brook trout, or any 
species of trout except lake or salmon trout, from the 
first day of August to the fourteenth day of April next 
following, both dates inclusive; 

(b) Lake trout or salmon trout, from the thirtieth 
day of September to the thirtieth day of June next 
following, both dates inclusive; 

(c) Small mouth and large mouth bass, rock-bass, 
white bass, crappie, strawberry, or calico bass, pike
perch, otherwise called wall-€yed pike or Susquehanna 
salmon, pickerel, and muscallonge or western pik<', 
from the first day of December to the thirtieth day of 
June next following, both dates inclusive. 

Section 21. Penalty for Ha,ving Fish durinq Closed 
Season. No person shall have in his possession, except 
as in this article otherwise provided, any of the fish 
enumerated in section twenty of this act during the 
closed season respectively provided for. Any person 
violating the provisions of this section shall on con
viction, as provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be 
sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars for each fish 
so taken, caught, or had in possession. 

Section 22. Ewceptions to Penalty Clause. Cb.arr, 
commonly called brook trout, or any species of trout, 
except lake trout and large or small mouth bass, 
caught during the lawful season respectively provrned 
therefor, may be kept in possession six days after the 
expiration of such season. 

The provisions of section twenty-0ne of this act do 
not apply to a person who, having caught any fish 
during the closed season respectively provided there
for, immediately returns such fish in the condition in 
which it was captured to ,the water from which it was 
taken, nor shall such provisions apply to fish artifi
cially propagated under the authority of this act. 
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OHA.PTERII 

FISHING REGULATIONS APPLYING TO INLAND 

WATERS 

ARTICLE III 

LEGAL SIZES OF FISH 

Section 30. Legal Sizes. No pe$on shall have in 
possessi~m, except as in this article otherwise provided, 
any: 

(a) Charr, commonly called brook trout, or any 
species .of trout except lake trout, leas than six inches 
in length. 

{b) White bass, rock-bass, crappie, strawberry, or 
calico-ba~s, less than six inches in length; 

(c) Black bass, or small moutb baiss, or large 
mouth bass, otherwise called Osweg-0, green, or yellow 
bass, less than nine inches in length; 

( d) Pike-perch, otherwise called wall-eyed pike, or 
Susquehanna salmon, less rthan twelve inches in 
length; 

( e) Pickerel, less than twelve inches in length; 
(f) Muscallonge or western pike, less than twenty

eight inches in length; 
(g) Rockfish or striped-bass, less than twenty 

inches in length. 
Section 31. Penalty. Any person violating the 

provisions of section thirty of this .act shall on con
viction, as provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be 
sentenced to pay a fine of ten dolllars for each fish 
so taken or had in possession. 

Section 32. Ea:ceptions to Penalty. The provisions 
of sections thirty and thirty-one o~ this act do not 
apply to a person who, having caught any fish less 
than the size respectively permitted, returns such fish 
in the condition in which it was ca"(lght to the water 
from which it was taken, nor shall such provisions 
apply to fish artficially propagated under the au
thority of this act. 

CHAPTER II 

FISHING REGULATIONS APPLYING TO INLAND 

WATERS 

ARTICLE IV 

CREEL LIMITS 

Section 40. Nu,rnber of Fish Whitth may be Oau,ght. 
No person, except as in this article otherwise provided, 
shall in any one day catch, kill, or bave in possession 
more t}lan the number of fish hereby designated for 
the respective species, that is to saY': 

(a) Charr, or trout, of the combined species, twen-
ty-five; · 
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(b) White bass, I'ock-bass, crappie, strawberry, or 
calico bass, fifteen ; 

( c) Small ·Or large mouth bass, ten; 
(d) Pike-perch, otherwise called wall-eyed pike, or 

Susquehanna salmon, ten; 
( e) Pickerel, fifteen ; 
(f) Muscallonge or western pike, three; 
(g) Yellow perch, twenty-five; 
(h) Sunfish, twenty-five; 
(i) Catfish, twenty-five; 
(j) Suckers, twenty-five; 
(k) Chubs, twenty-five; 
(1) Fallfo,.h, twenty-five; 
(m) Rockfish, or striped-bass, five; 
(n) All other species of fish not specifically men-

tioned in this section, except eels, fifty. · 
Section 41. Pcna1,ty. Any person violating the pro

vision of section forty of this act shall on conviction, 
as provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be 
sentenced to pay a fine of ten dollars for each fish 
taken, caught, or had in possession over the number 
respectively allowed by this act. 

Section 42. E:ccevtions to Penalty. In computing 
the number of fish taken, caught, or had in possessio,n, 
the number of fish returned in the condition in which 
they were caught to the waters from which they were 
taken shall be omitted, and the provisions of this ar
ticle do not apply to fish artificially propagated under 
the authority of this act. 

CHAPTER II 

FISHING REGULATIONS APPLYING TO INLAND 

WATERS 

ARTICLE V 

FISHING DEVICES 

Section 50. Devices to Catch Game-fish and Bait
fish. No person shall use any device, means, or method 
whatsoever, except as in this article otherwise pro
vided, for taking fish from the waters within this Com
monwealth, except the following; that is to say, for: 

(a) Game-fish, two rods and two lines and one 
hand line, with not more than three hooks attached to 
either line; 

(b) Bait-fish, two rods and lines, with not mocre 
than three hooks attached to each line; a dip-net; or 
minnow seine not over four feet square or four feet in 
diameter; a minnow trap, with not more than one 
opening, which shall not exceed one inch in diameter. 
The rods, hooks, and lines must be under the ~mmedi
ate control of the person using the same. 
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Section 51. . Penalty. Any person violating the 
provisions of section fifty of this article shall on con
viction, as provided in chapter fourteen, be sentenced 
to pay a fine of twenty dollars and shall forfeit to the 
Board all devices unlawfully used. 

Section 52. Exceptions to Penalty. The provisions 
of this article do not prohibit the use of a gaff or 
landing-net to assist in landing fush already caught 
by a lawful device, nor do they apply to fish artifi
cially propagiated under the authority of this act or 
to fish caught by a seine or net for' which a license is 
obtained under the provisions of -ehis act, or to fish 
caught by a device fo.r which a lawful permit is ob
tained from the Commissioner or Board under the 
provisions of this' act. 

CHAPTER III 

FISHING REGULATIONS iAPPLYIN(} TO BOUNDARY 

LAKES 

ARr.rIOLE I 

DElFINITIONS. SCOPE OF OHAPTER 

Section 60. Definitioris. The following terms when 
used in this act are employed ex-cep-t where the context 
otherwise indicates with the meaning herein respective
ly assigned thereto. 

"Boundary lake'' means such part or parts of lakes 
of more than five ·thousand acres lying between this 
and any other State or foreign country as this Com
monwealth has jurisdiction over. 

"Bay" means a bay adjacent to or connected with 
a boundary fake, as rubove defined. 

"Peninsular waters" means water on any peninsula, 
which water is adjacent to or connected with a bound
ary lake, as rubove defined. 

"Game-fish" means all species or varieties of black 
or yellow rock-bass, calico bass, o:(' strawberry bass, 
crappie bruss, muscallonge, and grass pike. 

"Bait-fish" means minnows and k:illlifishes. 
"Food-fish" means all fish other than game-fish and 

bait-fish, as above defined. 
Section 61. Scope of Chapter. The provisions of 

this chapter (III) and its several anticles and sections 
shall be construed to apply only to the boundary lakes 
of the Commonwealth and their bays and peninsular 
waters. 

.._ 
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CHAPTER III 

FISHING REGULATIONS APPLYING TO BOUND.A.RY 

LAKES 

:A.Rr.rIOLID II 

FISIDNG DEVICES. CREEL LIMITS. CLOSED SEASON 

GENERAL REGULATIONS. REGULATORY PROVI

SION APPLIOABLE TO BOUND.A.RY LAKES, 

BAYS, AND PENINSULAR WATERS 

Section 70. Fi.~hing De1''ices. Except as hereinafter 
in artiele ])II of this chapter otherwise specifically pro
vided, no person shall fish for or capture game-fish or 
food-fish in ·boundary lakes, bays, or peninsular waters 
in any manner with any device, means, or method 
other than-

( a) Rod and line having not more than three 
hooks; 

(b) Hand-line having not more than three hooks; 
( c) Trolling line with spoon-hooks attached; 
( d) Spear, which may be used for catching carp 

and suckers only. 
Any person violating any provision of this act shall 

on conviction, as provided in chapter fourteen of this 
act, be subject to a penalty of twenty-five dollars. 

Section 71. Oreel Limits. No person shall in any 
one day catch, kill, or have in possession-the same 
being killed-more than the number of fish herein des
ignated for the respective species, that is to say: 

(a) Rock-bass, twenty-five; 
(b) Orappie, twenty-five; 
( c) Strawberry or calico, twenty-five; 
( d) Any species of black bass, twelve; 
(e) Any species of grass pike, twelve; 
(f) Any species of muscallonge, twelve. 
Section 72. Closed Season. No person shall catch, 

take, or have in possession-the same 'being killed
any game-fish from the first day of November to th(' 
twenty-ninth day of May next ensuing, both dates in
clusive. 

Any person violating the provisions of sections sev
enty-one or seventy-two of this act shall on conviction, 
in the manner provided in chapter fourteen of this act, 
be subject to a penalty of five dollars for each and. 
every fish caught, killed, or had in possession. 

Section 73. Fish Not to be Used for Fertilizers. 
Except by and with the consent of the Commissioner, 
no person shall catch, sell, or make use of any game
fish or food-fish or minor food-fish for the purpose of 
making composts or other fertilizing mixture. 

Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall on conviction, as provided in chapter fourileen of 
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this act, be subject to a penalty of one hundred dollars 
or to undergo an impdsonment in the county jail for 
three months or both. 

Section 74. Reg11Jations concerni,tig Sturgeon. No 
person shall capture and kill any stlJrgeon under four 
feet in length nor have in possessi1>n the carcass or 
flesh of any sturgeon under the length aforesaid. 

Any sturgeon of less than the satd length of four 
feet which may be captured must be illilllediately re
turned to the waters from which ta~en and in such a 
manner as to cause to the fish so returned the least 
possible injury. 

Any person violating any provision of this section 
shall on conviction, as provided in chapter fourteen of , 
this act, be subject, for each sturgeon :illegally captured 
and killed or had in possession, to a penalty of twenty
five dollars or to undergo an imprisonment in the 
county jail for the period of on~ month. 

Section 75. Rules and Regulations of Commis.sioner. 
'£he Commissioner, with the approval of the Board, may 
make such rules and regulations applicable to any 
peninsula on which is located any peninsular waters, 
as hereinbefore defined, as he may deem necessary for 
the protection of fish in such peninsular waters or for 
the protection of any fish hatchery located on such 
peninsula. Such rules and regulations shall be posted 
in not less than five conspicuous places on such penin
sula. Any person violating any such rule or regulation 
shall on conviction, as provided in chapter fourteen of 
this act, be subject to a penalty of fifty dollars. 

Section 76. Genernl Powers of O'ommissioner and 
Board,, The Commissioner, with the approval of the 
Board, is hereby empowered to authorize the use of 
minnow nets for angling or scientific purpose in any 
bay or peninsular water. 

The Commissioner, or any representative of the 
Board of Fish Commissioners, for the purpose of 
stocking the waters or for the purpose' of taking spawn, 
catch fish with nets in such waters at any time of the 
year. 

The Board may remove by means of nets, by con
tract or otherwise, any fish which it :may deem injuri
ous to other fish. 

CHAPTE)R Ill 

FISHING REGULATIONS APPLYING TO BOUNDARY 

LAKES 

ARTICLE III 
BOAT AND NET LICEN$ES 

Section DO_ Boat and Net Licenses. Fees. Revo
cation. The Board is hereby authorized to issue a fish 
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ing license, upon written application therefor signed 
by the applicant, upon payment of the license fee 
herein prescribed for the respective fishing devices or 
persons; th-at is to say, for each: 

{a) Row or sailboat used ju fishing with gill-nets, 
resident citizens, twenty dollars; non-resident citizens 
of the United States, forty dollaris; 

(b) Boat other than a row or sailboat under ten 
tons gross burden, res,ident citizens, forty dollars; non
resident citfaens of the United States, eighty dollars; 

(c) Boat of from ten to twenty tons gross burden, 
resident citizens, sixty dollars; non-resident citizens 
of the United States, one hundred and twenty dolla.rs; 

(dl £.oat over twenty tons gross burden, resident 
citizens, eighty dollars; non-resident citizens of the 
United States, one hundred sixty dollars; 

(e) Pound-net, resident citizens, twenty-five dollars; 
non-resident citizens of the United States, eighty dol
lars; 

(f) Trap-net or device other than a pound-net, resi
dent citizens, not less than ten dollars nor more than 
twenty dollars; non-resident citizens of the United 
States, not less than twenty dollars nor more than 
forty dollars; to lbe determined and fixed by the C-0m
missioner; 

(g) Person employed on a licensed boat, two dol
lars. 

The Commissioner may revoke any license for viola
tion of any provision of this act or for violation of any 
c-onditions on which the license was granted. 

Any person operating or employing othei·s to oper
ate any boat, net, or device without being licensed as 
hereinbefore provided shall, on conviction as provided 
in chapter fourteen of this act, be subject to a penalty 
of fifty dollars. All fish caught with such unlicensed 
d~vices ,shall be forfeited to the Board. All unlicensed 
devices used in violation of the provisions of this act 
shall be forfeited to the Board. 

Section 91. Representatives of Board may Accom
parny Boats to Secure Spaw~i. No license shall be is
sued except upon the condition that the operator of 
any boat so licensed shall permit a person designated 
by the Commissioner or the Board to accompany such 
boat at any time when it is engaged in fishing, for the 
purpose ,of securing for the use of the Board from the 
fish so caught so much of their spawn as the Board 
may desire. Any person refusing to permit a person 
so designated 'by the Commissioner to accompany such 
boat or to secure such spawn as he may deem neces
sary shall upon conviction, as provided in chapter four
teen of this act, be subject to a penalty of one hundred 
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dollars or thirty days' imprisonment in default of the 
payment of such fine and costs. 

Section 92. Licenses to Non-Residents. No license 
shall be issued to a resident of any State or country 
whose laws prohibit the issuing of a license to a resi-
dent of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. · 

Section 93. Mes hes of Nets. Except as in this sec
tion hereinafter provided no gill-nets shall be licensed 
other than gill-nets having a mesh of at least sufficient 
size to permit a standardized three and one-sixteenth 
inch (3 1/16) steel rule, stamp·ed and authenticated by 
the Board, to he passed through without bending the 
rule. 

Gill-nets used in fishing for trout may be licensed 
which have meshes of at least five allid one-half inches 
in size, stretched mesh, fishing meas:ure. 

No pound-nets shall be licensed other than pound
nets the cribs of which shall have a mesh of not less 
than two and one-half inches stretched mesh, fishing 
measure. 

No trap shall be licensed other than trap-nets of 
which shall have a mesh of not less than two and 
one-half inches, stretched mesh, fishing measure. 

Section 94. License Year. Exhibition of License. 
Licenses issued under the authority of this article shall 
be good for the calendar year in which issued. Such li
cense;3 shall be carried by the operator of any boat, net, 
or device for which issued and by each person employed 
on ·such boat, and shall be shown on demand to any 
fish warden, constable, deputy sheriff, the Commission
er or any authorized representative of the Board. 

Any person refusing to exhibit his l:ilcense on demand, 
as aforesaid, shall on conviction, as provided in chapter 
fourteen of this act, be subject to a penalty of ten dol
lars. 

Section 95. Nets Not to be Used iti Certain Places. 
No net except a gill or net fastened to and supported 
by 1p,oles driven in the ground and known as a pound
net shall be set, fastened, drawn, or used within six
teen miles from the entrance to ·any bay, nor within 
one-half mile from any stream, mea~ured in a direct 
line. 

No gill-net or pound-net shall Ille set, fastened, 
drawn, or used within two miles of the entrance of 
any bay. 

No net of any character shall be set, fastened, 
drawn, or used within three-fourths of a mile from 
shore, measured in a direct line. 

A person violating any provision of this section shall 
on conviction, as provided in chapteJJ fourteen of this 
act, be subject to a penalty of one hundred dollars 
or imprisonment in the county jail for a period of three 
months. 
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Section 96. Nets in Use to Bear Owners Nam,e and 
Address. No nets except gill-nets and pound-nets shall 
be set, fixed, or fastened without having thereto attach
ed a buoy of at least eighteen inches in diameter, bear
ing a metallic tag on which shall be marked the own
er's name and address, and which buoy must be plain-
1 v Yis-ible and above water at all times. 
" A person violating any provision of this section shall 

on conviction, as provided in chapter fourteen of this 
act, be subject to a penalty of twenty-five dollars and 
the confiscation of the net. Any net required to be 
buoyed which is found in the water without buoy as 
above provided-and the owner cannot be located
shall be -confiscated to the Board. 

Section 97. Unlawful Removal of Fish from Nets. 
No person except the, owners thereof, or their re pre
sen ta tives, shall remove or take fish from any net or 
device licensed under and operated according to the 
provisions of this act. 

A pel'Son violating any provision of this section shall 
on convictioi;i, as provided .in chapter fourteen of this 
act, be subject to a penalty of ten dollars for each fish 
so unlawfully taken, iprovided the total amount of 
fines shall not exceed one hundred dollars for fish 
taken at any one time. 

Any fish recovered shall be returned to the owner 
or owners of the net or device from wltich they were 
taken, and all boats and appliances used in unlawfully 
ta.king the fish shall be forfeited to the Board. 

Section 98. Legal Size and Weight. No person shall 
catch .by means of an.v net or device for which a li
cense is issued under the provisions of this article any : 

(a) Blue-pike and sauger pike, less than efoven 
inches in length ; 

{b) Yellow pike, less than thirteen inches in 
length; 

( c) Yellow perch, less than nine inches in length; 
(d) Ciscos, not less than six ounces in weight in 

the round; or 
(e) Whitefish, less than one and three-fourths 

pounds in weight in the round. 
Any person violating the provisions of this section 

shall on conviction, as provided in chapter fourteen of 
this act, be subject to a penalty of ten dollars for each 
fish so taken or had in possession. 

The foregoing provisions of this section shall not 
apply to a person who, having caught any fish less 
than the size or weight permitted, returns such fish 
in the condition in which they were caught to the 
waters from which they were taken. 

Section 99. Minnow Nets. The Commissoner h 
hereby empowered to authorize the use of minnow 
nets for angling or for scientific purposes. 
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Section 100. Rules and Regulatiotts. The O:>mmis
sioner, with the approval of the Board, may make such 
rules and regulations applicable to a11y boundary lake, 
as hereinbefore defined, as he may deem necessary for 
the protection of fish in such waters. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of such 
rules and regulations shall on conviction, in the man
ner provided by chapter fourteen of this act, be sen
tenced to pay a penalty of one hu.tidred dollars for 
each of!'ense. 

OHARTER IV 

FISHING REGULATIONS t.A.PPLYING TO BOUNDARY 

RIVERS 

ARTICLE I 

PROVISIONS tA.PPLYING TO THE DlllLA.WA.RE RIVER 

A.BOVE TRENTON F At.LS 

Section 110. Scope of Article. The provisions of 
this article shall affect and apply only to the propaga
tion, catching, taking, and protection and destruction 
of fish in the waters of the Delaware River above 
Trenton Falls, lying between the Oommonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the State of New Jersey. 

Section 111. Right to Fish to 1!e Enjoyed. The 
inhabitants of the Commonwealth of :Pennsylvania and 
of the State of New Jersey shall have and enjoy a 
common right of fishery throughout, in, and over the 
waters of said river between low warter mark on each 
side of said river between said States above Trenton 
Falls, except so far as either State may have hereto
fore granted valid and subsisting private right of 
fishery. 

Section 112. Game-fisk, Bait-fish, rind Food-fisk De
fined. For the purpose of this act the following fish 
shall be designated rus game-fish, to wit: Black bass 
or small mouth bass; large moutli bass, otherwise 
calle(J. Oswego or yellow bass; strawberry or calico 
bass; rock-bass, otherwise known as red-eye, or goggle
eye; white bass; crappie; pike-perch, otherwise called 
wall-eyed pike, Susquehanna salmon pike; pickerel; 
white perch; yellow perch; charr, commonly called 
brook or speckled trout; or any form of trout. The 
following shall be designated as baii!-fish, to wit: All 
species of minnows, killifishes, and !\tone catfish. All 
other spe~ies or varieties of fish whatsoever shall be 
designated as food-fish. 

Section 113. Fishing Devices far Game-fish. It 
shall be unlawful to catch or fish fot any game-fish in 
any part of the Delawaxe River abqve Trenton Falls 
with any device or by any means or method whatso
ever excepting with rods and lines or hand-lines, com-
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monly called dipsey or throw-lines, each having not 
more than three hooks, or with trolling lines, with 
spoon or artificial bait, having not more than one bur!' 
of three single hooks attached. The number of rods 
and lines or the number of trolling lines, not to exceed 
two of one or the other device named, and said line" 
must be under the direct and immediate supervision of 
the person fishing therewith. Any person violating 
any provisions of this sectfon shall on conviction there
of, in the manner provided by chapter fourteen of this 
act, be subject to a fine of twenty dollars. 

Section 114. Fishing Devices for Bait-fish. It shall 
be unlawful to fish for bait-fish in the Delaware River 
above 'l'renton Falls except with the following devices, 
to wit: Rods and lines and hand-lines with not more 
than three hooks attached; a minnow seine not more 
than one hundred feet in length; a dip-net not more 
than five feet square; a minnow trap the opening of 
which shall not be more than one and one-quarter 
inches in diameter; a scoop-net with single handle 
and with a diameter of net not more than two feet. 
Any person who uses any other device, method, or 
means for catching bait-fish other than those specified 
in this section shall on conviction thereof, in the man
ner provided by chapter fourteen of this act, be sub
ject to a fine of twenty dollars. 

Section 115. FisMng Devices for Food-fish. It 
shall be unlawful to fish for food-fish in the Delaware 
River above Trenton Falls with any device, method, or 
means excepting by the following devices and under 
regulations and restrictions hereinafter described, to 
wit: A seine; an eelpot or fyke net, each without wings 
and rods; and lines or hand-lines, otherwise known as 
dipsey or throw lines, each having not more than three 
hooks. Any person who shall use or employ any 
method or device for catching food-fish other than those 
named in this section or shall use or employ any de· 
vice named in this section contrary to the regulations 
or restrictions hereinafter mentioned shall on convic
tion, as provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be 
subject to a fine of twenty dollars. 

Section 116. Seines for Sturgeon and Food-fish. 
Closed Season for Food-fish when Taken in Seines. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to catch and take, 
or attempt to catch and take, sturgeon from the Dela
ware River above Trenton Falls with any device except
ing a seine the meshes· of which sliall not he less than 
thirteen inches stretched measure while being fished, 
or to catch and take, or attempt to catch and take, any 
other food-fish from said waters with a seine the 
meshes of which shall be less than two and one-half 
inches stretched measure while being fished. 1 t shall 
also be unlawful for any person to catch and take, or 
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to attempt to catch and take, any food-fish, except 
sturgeon, 1by means of a seine between the tenth day 
of June in each and every year and the first day of 
March next ensuing. Any person who shall violate 
any of the provisions of 'this section shall on conviction 
thereof, in the manner provided b~ chapter fourteen 
of this act, be subject to a fine of Qne hundred ($100) 
dollars, together with a forfeiture of all nets, boats, 
and appliances used. 

Section 117. Staked and Fastened Nets Prohibited. 
Prohibited Places for N cts. It shall be unlawful for 
any person to catch and take, or attempt to catch and 
take, any fish of any kind from the Delaware River 
above Trenton l~ans with a net of any character whicl1 
is anchored or staked or fastened down in any man
ner permanently or otherwise, or to use any net :50 

anchored or fastened down in any :tnanner. Nor shall 
any net of any kind or character, e;i;:cepting an eelpot, 
a fyke net, each without wings, be used for the pur
pose of catching and ta.king fish in said waters within 
one-half mile aboYe -or below the month of any river, 
creek, or stream emptying into said Delaware River 
above Trenton Falls. Any person. who shall violate 
any of the provisions of this sectic>n shall on convi'-'.
tion thereof, in the manner provided by chapter four
teen of this act, be subject to a fine of twenty ($20) 
dollars, together with the forfeiture of nets, boats, 
and other appliances used. 

Section 118. u.~c of N cts on ,qf.1,twrday :ifternoon 
and Sunday Prohibited. It Rhall be unlawful for any 
person to catch and take fish .of any kind or descrip
tion from the Delaware River above Trenton Falls by 
the means of fl net or to use a net c>f any character in 
the waters aforesaid between Saturday at two o'clock 
post meridian and twelve o'clock midnight Sunday 
night in each week. Any person violating any of the 
provisions of this section shall on ieonviction thereof, 
in the manner provided by chapte!I' fourteen of this 
act, be subject to a fine of one hlilndred dollars, to
gether with a forfeiture of all nets., boats, and appli
ances used. 

Section 119. No Closed Season for Taking Food
fish with Dines. Closed Season for Game-fish. It 
shall be lawful to ·catch food-fish with rods and lines, 
and hand lines. and trolling lines, a:s described in sec
tion one hundred and thirteen of thds act, at any time 
of the year in the Delaware River above Trenton Falls, 
but it shall be unlawful to fish for n.nd take game-fish 
excepting from the fifteenth day ot June to the first 
day of December inclusfre in each year. Any person 
violating any of the provisions of this section shall, 
on conviction thereof, be subject to rt fine of ten ($10) 
dollars for eaieh and every fish so taken. 
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Section 120. Ffeasons for U8e of Eelpots and Fyke 
nets. It shall be unlawful to use eelpots and fyke 
nets, each without wings, in the Delaware River above 
Trenton Falls from June first to July first in each 
year, both dates inclusive, but it shall be lawful to 
use eelpots and fyke nets, each without wings, from 
July first to May thirty-first, both dates inclusive, in 
each year for the purpose of catching carp, catfish, 
eels, and suckers only. All other s:pecies of fish which 
may be caught in said nets must be returned un
harmed immediately to the waters from which taken: 
Provided, That the entrance of said eelpot and fyke 
net shall not he more than six inches in diameter and 
the outside diameter not more than thirty inches, 
Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
section shall on conviction thereof, in the manner pro
vided in chapter fourteen of this act, be subject to a 
fine of twenty ($20) dollars, together with a forfeiturP 
of all nets, boats, and other apnliances used. 

Section 121. Legal Sizes of JN.sh. It shall be un
lawful for any person to catch and take, or attempt 
to catch and take, from the Delaware River above Tren
ton Falls in any manner whatsoever any striped-bass, 
otherwise known as rockfish, weighing more than 
twenty pounds or measuring less than ten inches in 
length, or any sturgeon less than five feet in length~ 
or any black bass or any small mouth bass, large 
mouth bass, otherwise known as Oswego or yellow 
bass, less than nine inches in length, or any pike or 
pickerel or any pike-perch, otherwise known as walJ
eyed pike or Susquehanna salmon, less tha.n twelve 
inches in length, or any calico or strawberry bass, 
crappie, - white bass, rock-bass, otherwise known as 
red-eye or google·eye, or trout, or charr, less than six 
inches in length. Any fish of a less length than those 
described or any striped-bass, commonly called rock
fish, weighing more than twenty pounds, which may 
be caught, must be returned immediately to the water: 
Provided, That nothing in this section shall be so con
strued as to prevent the fishery authorities of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or of the State of 
New Jersey capturing fish of any size from said 
waters or at any time of the year or in any manner, 
for propagating purposes and for stocking other 
waters in their respective States through their au
thorized representatives. Any person. who shall vio
late any of the provisions of this section shall on con
viction thereof, in the manner provided in chapter four-

. teen of this act, be subject to a fine of ten dollars for 
each and every fish so caught and had in possession.· 

Section 122. Penalty for Damage to Nets and 
Seines. It shall be unlawful for any person by boat, 
anchor, dredge, or otherwise, in the Delaware River 
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above Trenton Falls to willfully and w'.ithout reasou
able cause interfere with, break, damage, or destroy 
any hauling seine or net of any description being law
fully used. Any person violating any of the provi
sions of this section shall on conviction thereof, in thP
manner provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be 
subject to a fine of twenty dollars. 

Section 123. Sale of Fish Regulated,. It shall be 
unlawful to purchase, sell or offer for sale, or have i11 
possession, any fresh dead game or food-fish except 
during the lawful period for catching the same and 
the space of six days after such period has expired. 
Any pers·on violating any of the provisions of this sec
tion shall on conviction thereof, in the tnanner provid
ed in chapter fourteen of this act, be s'(lbject to a fine 
of ten dollars for each fish. 

Section 124. Concurrent Jurisdiction of States. 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of 
New Jersey shall have concurrent jutrisdiction over 
all offenses and violations of this act committed, or 
attempted to be committed, by any person or persons 
fishing in the Delaware River above Trenton Falls 
within the jurisdiction respectively of' the said Com
monwealth of P 1ennsylvania and of the State of New 
Jersey. Any fish warden, or any person in either 
State authorized to make arrests for violation of the 
fish laws, shall have power and autb.ority to make 
arrests in any part of the river or shores thereof, and 
take such person or persons for trial to the State in 
which the offense was committed, and ·proceed aga :nst 
the offender according to the legal procedure for viola
tion of the fish laws of said State. lf the arrest be 
made within Hds Commonwealth the procedure shall 
be as prescribed in chapter fourteen of' this act. 

Section 125. Penalty for Threatening and Resist
ing Officers. Any person or persons who shall by 
threat, menace, or force, or in any manner, attempt to 
deter or prevent any fish warden or other person au
thorized to make arrests for violation of the fish laws 
in either State, from enforcing or carrying into effect 
any provisfons of this act, or who shall resist arrest 
or the seizure of boats or nets illegally used, shall on 
conviction thereof, in the manner provided in chapter 
fourteen of this act, be :oubject to a fine of one hun
dred dollars. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FISHING REGULATIONS c\PPLYING '1'0 BOUNDARY 

RIVERS 

ARTICLE II 
PROVISIONS APPLYING TO THE DELAWARE RIVER 

BELOW TRENTON FALLS 

Section 130. Scope of Article. The provisions of 
this article shall affect and apply only to the pro
pagation, catching, taking, and protection and destruc
tion of fish in the waters of the Delaware River below 
Trenton Falls lying between the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the State of New Jersey. 

Section 131. Right to Fish to be Enjoyed. The in
habitants of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
the State of New Jersey shall have and enjoy a com
mon right of :fishery throughout, in, and over the 
waters of said river between low water mark on each 
side of said river between said States below Trenton 
Falls, except so far as either State may have hereto
fore granted valid and subsisting private right of 
fishery. 

Section 132. Game-fish, Bait-fish, and Food-fish 
Defined. For the purposes of this act the following 
fish shall be designated as game-fish, to wit: Black 
bass ,or small mouth bass; large mouth bass, other
wise called Oswego or yellow bass; strawberry or 
calico bass; rock-bass, otherwise known as red-eye or 
gog,gle-eye; white bass; crappie; pike-perch, other
wise called wall-eyed pike or Susquehanna salmon; 
pickerel; white perch; yellow perch; charr, commonly 
called brook or speckled trout; or any form of trout. 
The following shall be called bait-fish, to wit: all species 
of minnows, killifishes, and stone catfish. All other 
species of varieties of fish whatsoever shall be termed 
food-fish. 

Section 133. Fishin_q Devices for Game-fish. It 
shall he unlawful to catch or fish for any game-fish in 
any part of the Delaware Rjver below Trenton Falls 
with any device or 1by any means or methods whatso
ever excepting with rods and lines or hand-lines, com
monly called dipsey or throw lines1, each having not 
more than three hooks, or with trolling lines with 
spoon or artificial bait, having not more than one 
burr or three single hooks attached ; the number of 
rods and lines or the number of trolling lines not to 
exceed two of one or the other device named; and said 
lines must be under the direct and immediate super
vision of the custodian thereof. Any person violating 
any provisions of this section shall on conviction there
of, in the manner provided by chapter fourteen of this 
act, be subject to a fine of twenty dollars. 
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Section 134. Fishing Devices for Bwit-fish. It shall 
be unlawful to fish for bait-fish in the Delaware River 
below Trenton Falls except with the following devices, 
to wit: Rods ·and lines and hand-Hines with not more 
than three hooks attached, a minnow seine not more 
than one hundred feet in length; a dip-net not more 
than five feet square; a minnow trap the opening of 
which shall not be more than one and one-quarter 
inches in diameter; a scoop-net wi!th a single handle 
and with a diameter of net of not more than two feet. 
Any person who uses any other device, method, or 
means for catching bait-fish or of a greater length or 
diameter of nets than specified in this section shall on 
conviction thereof, in the manner provided by chapter 
fourteen of this act, be subject to a, fine of twenty dol
lars. 

Section 135. Pishing Devices for f!'ood-fish. 1 t 
shall be unlawful to fish for food-fi13h in the Delaware 
River below Trenton Falls with a;ny device, method, 
or means excepting by the following devicrs and nndPr 
regulations and restrictions hereinafter tlescribed, to 
wit: A seine, a gill-net and eelpot, a fyke net, each 
without wings; a parallel net or l)let set at the edge 
of low water, and rods and lines ()r hand-lines other
wise known as dipsey or throw lines, each having not 
more than three hooks. Any perscm. who shall use or 
employ any method or device for catching food-fish 
other than those named in this section or shall use or 
employ any device named in this section contrary to 
the regulations or restrictions he11einafter mentioned 
shall on conviction, as is provided ~n chapter fourteen 
of this act, be subject to a fine of twenty dollars. 

Section 136. Seines and Nets f <'W Talci'ng Sturgeon 
and Food-fish. Season for Herring and Food-fish when 
Taken with Seines or Nets. It shall be unlawful for 
any person to catch and 'take, or attempt to catch and 
take, sturgeon from the Delaware River below Trenton 
Falls with any device excepting a seine or gill-net the 
meshes of which shall not ibe less than thirteen inches 
stretched measure while being fished, or to catch and 
take, or attempt to catch and take,, any other food-fish 
from said waters with a seine the meshes of which shall 
be less than two and one-half inches stretched meas
ure while being fished, or any gill-net the meshes of 
which shall be less than five and one-quarter inches 
stretched measure while being fished: Provided, That 
gill-nets with a mesh not smaller than three inches 
may be used from March first to June tenth in each 
year for the purpose of taking herring only. It shall al
so be unlawful for any person to catch and take, or at
tempt to catch and take, any food-fish except sturgeon 
by means of a seine or gill-net between the tenth day 
of Jnnc in each and every year a:nd the first day of 
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March next ensuing. Any person who shall violate 
any of the provisions of this section shall on convic
tion thereof, in the manner provided by chapter four
teen of this act, be subject to a fine of one hundred 
dollars, together with a forfeiture of all. nets, boats, 
and appliances used. 

Section 137. .Anchored, Staked, and Fastened Nets 
Prohibited. Prohib-itcd Places for Nets. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to catch and take, or attempt 
to catch and take, fish of any kind from the Delaware 
River below Trenton Falls with a net of any character 
which is anchored or staked or fastened down in any 
manner. Nor shall any net of any kind or character 
excepting a drifting net, an eel net, a fyke net, each 
without wings, or a parallel net for the capture of 
carp only, be used for the purpose of catching and 
taking fish in said waters within one-quarter of a mile 
above or below the mouth of any river, creek, or stream 
emptying into sai1l Delaware River below Trenton 
Falls. Any person who shall violate any of the provi
sions of this section shall on conviction thereof, in the 
manner provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be 
subject to a fine of twenty dollars, with the forfeiture 
of nets, boats and other appliances used. 

Section 138. Use of Nets on Saturday Afternoon and 
Sunduy Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any per
son to catch and take, or attempt to catch and take, 
fish of any kind or description from the Delaware 
River below Trenton Falls by means of net or to use 
a net of any character in the waters aforesaid between 
Saturday at h·o o'clock post meridian and twelve 
o'clock midnight Sunday night in each week. Any per
son violating any of the provisions of this section 
shall on conviction thereof, in the manner provided in 
section fourteen of this act, be subject to a fine of one 
hundred dollars, together with a forfeiture to the 
Board of all nets, boats, and other appliances used. 

Section 139. No Clo8ed Season for Food-fish Taken 
with Lines. Closed Season for Garne-fish. It shall be 
la>Yiul to catch food-fish with rods and lines and hand
lines and trolling lines, as described in section four 
of this act, at any time in the year in the Delaware 
River below Trenton Falls, but it shall be unlawful to 
fish for and take game-fish excepting from the fifteenth 
day of J .me to the first day of December inclusive in 
each year. Any person violating any of the provisfons 
of this section shall on conviction thereof, in the man
ner provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be sub
ject to a fine of ten dollars for each and every fish 
so taken. 

Section 140. Seasons for Use of Eelpots and Fyke 
Nets. It shall be unlawful to use eelpots and fyke nets, 
each without wings, in the Delaware River below Tren-
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ton Falls from June first to July thfrty-first in each 
year1 both dates inclusive, but it shall be lawful to use 
eelpots and fyke nets, each without wings, from July 
first to May thirty-first, both dates inclusive, in each 
year, for the ;purpose of catching carp, catfish, eels, and 
suckers only. All other species of fish which may be 
caught in said nets must be returnfld unharmed im
mediately to the waters from which taken: Provided, 
That the entrance of said eelpot and ffke net shall not 
be more than six inches in diameter and the outside 
diameter not more than thirty inches. Any person vio
la ting any of the provisions of this section shall on 
conviction thereof, in the manner prdvided in chapter 
fourteen of this act, be subject to a fine of twenty dol
lars, together with a forfeiture of all nets, boats, and 
other appliances ~sed. 

Section 141. Seasons for Nets and Seines. Size of 
Mesh. It shall be unlawful to use a parallel net, other
wise a net set approximately parallel with the shore 
in the Dela.ware River and Bay lying between the 
States of New Jersey and Pennsylvayia below Trenton 
Falls and at low-water mark, between the first day of 
June and the thirty-first day of August in each year, 
and it shall be lawful to use such parallel net from the 
first day of September to the thirty-first day of May in
clusive next ensuing in each year for the purpose of 
taking carp only: Provided, That the meshes of said 
net be not less than three and one-ha!£ inches stretched 
measure when being ftshe<l: Provided~ That seines not 
smalle1• than two and one-half inch mesh may be used 
from September first to May thirty-fi.rst of each year 
for the purpose of taking carp and suckers only: And 
provided further, That no such net shall be set in 
such manner as to impede navigatiop. All other fish 
than earp and suckers must be returned unharmed 
to the water beyond the low-water mark. Any person 
violating any of the provisions of this section shall on 
conviction thereof, in the manner provided in chapter 
fourteen of this act, be subject to a fine of one hundred 
dollars, together with a forfeiture of all nets and 
other appliances used. 

Section 142. Legal Sizes of Fish. Xt shall be unlaw
ful for any person to catch and take, or attempt to 
catch and take, from the Delaware Eiver below Tren
ton Falls in any manner whatsoever any striped-bass, 
otherwise known as rockfish, weighing more than twen
ty pounds or measuring less than ten inches in length, 
or any sturgeon less than five feet in length, or any 
black <bass or any small-mouth bass, large-mouth bass, 
otherwise known as Oswego or yellow bass, less than 
nine inches in length, or any pike OJ! pickerel or any 
pike-perch, otherwise known as wall-Elyed pike or Sus
quehanna salmon, less than twelve inches in length, 
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01· any calico or strawberry bass, crappie, white-bass, 
rock-bass, otherwise known as red-eye or goggle-eye, 
or trout or charr, less than six inches in length. 
Any fish of a Jess length than those described or any 
striped bai;;s, commonly called rockfish, weighing 
more than twenty pounds, which may be caught, must 
be returned immediately to the water: Provided, That 
nothing in this section shall be so construed as to 
prevent the fishery authorities of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania or of the State of New Jersey from 
capturing fish of any size from said waters or at 
any time of the year or in any manner, for propaga
tion purposes and for stocking other waters in their 
resnective States through their representatives. Any 
person who shall violate any of the provisions of this 
section shall on conviction thereof, in the manner 
provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be subject 
to a fine of ten dollars for each and every fish so 
cangh t and had in possession. ' 

Sectfon 143. Penalty for Damage to Nets and 
Seines. It shall be unlawful for any person by boat, 
a11C'hor, dred:;re, or otherwise, in the Delaware River 
below Trenton Falls to wilfully and without reason
able canse interfere with, break, damage, or destroy 
any drifting gill-net, hauling seine, or nets of any de
scription being lawfully used, and it shall be unlawful 
for any person to drift a gill-net over the waters of a 
shore fishery while the hauling seine is ibeing used. 
Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
section shall on conviction thereof, in the manner pro
vided in chapter fourteen of this act, be subject to a 
fine of twenty dollars. 

Section 144. Sale of Fish Regulated. It shall be un
lawful to purchase, sell or offer for sale, or have in 
possession any fresh dead game-fish or food-fish except 
durin~ the lawful period for eatching the same and tl1e 
space of six days after such period has expired. An.v 
person violating any of the provisions of this section 
shall, on conviction thereof, be subject to a fine of ten 
dollars for each fish. 

Section 145. Concurrent Jurisdiction of States. The 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of New 
.Jersey shall have concurrent jurisdiction over all of
fenses and violations of this act committed, or attempt
ed to be committed, by any person or persons fishing 
in the Delaware River below Trenton Falls within the 
jurisdiction respectively of the said Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania and the State of New Jersey. Any fish 
warden, or any person in either State authorized to 
make arrests for violations of the fish laws, shall have 
power and autlrnrity to make arrests in any part of the 
river or shores thereof and take such person or persons 
for trial to the State in which the offense was com
mitted and proceed against the offender according to 
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the Jega l procedure for violation of the fish laws of 
said State. If the arrest be made within this Com
monwealth the procedure shall be as prescribed in 
chapter fourteen of this act. 

Section 146. Penalty for Threate111ing and Resisting 
Officers. Any person or persons who shall by threat, 
menace, or force, or in any manner, attempt to deter 
or prevent any fish warden, or other person author
ized to make arrests for violation of the fish laws in 
either State, from enforcing or calfrying into effect 
any provisions of this act, or who shall resist arrest 
or thr~ seizure of boats {)r nets illegally used shall 
on conviction thereof, in the manner _provided in chap
ter fourteen of this act, be subject to a fine of one 
hundred dollars. 

CHAl''l'ER IV 
FISHING RICGULATIONS ,APPLYING TO BOUNDARY 

RIVERS 
ARTICLE III 

PltOVISIONS APPLYING TO '.rHAT PORTION OF THE 
DELAvVARE RIVER BE'l'WEEN PJlJNNSYLVANIA 

AND NEvV YORK 

Section 150. Scope of Artfole. The provisions of 
this article shall affect and apply only to the propaga
tion, catching, taking, and protection and destruction 
of fish in that portion of the Delaware River lying 
between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the 
State of New York. 

Section 151. Legal Devices for Taming Fish. Closed 
Season for Shad. Hereafter no person m persons 
shall cast, draw, or fasten, or otherwise make use of 
any seines, drift-net, fyke net, or net or nets of any 
other description, or use any other appliance for the 
catching of fish, except rod, hook, 11nd line, in that 
portion of the Delaware river lying between the Com
monwealth of Pennsylvania and tlte State of New 
York: Provided, That this section shall not extend to 
sllad fishing: Provided also, That the meshes of nets 
used for catching shad shall not be less than three 
inches in width or one and one-half inches from knot 
to lml't: Provided also, That it sh1:1ll not he lawful 
to fish for shad with nets either shore, drift, gilling, 
or dip-nets, or with any appliances whatever, from 
June fifteenth to Decemher thirty-tlrst of any year. 
Any person or per·sons violating any of ·the provisions 
of this section shall on conviction, as provided in chap
ter fourteen of this act, forfeit or pay a penalty of 
one hundred dollars, together with the forfeiture to 
the Board of all boats, nets, and all appliances. 

St>ction J f'i2. Certain Net8 nnd Dcvicc8 Prohibited. 
H('r·eaf!er no person or persons shall cast, S(~t, draw, 
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fasten, or otherwise make use of any fyke net or nets 
of any kiud or deYice made from cotton or flax, twine 
or wire netting, similar to a fyke net, for the purpose 
of catching fish in the Delaware River at any time 
in any year. Every person so offending shall on con
viction in the. manner provided in chapter fourteen 
of this act be punished by a fine not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, and the net or nets, devices or ap
pliances used shall be destroyed by the officer making 
the arrest. 

Section 153. Use of Nets, Seines, and Eelpots Pro
hibited on Saturday Night and on Sunday. It shall 
be unlawful for any person or persons to cast, draw, 
drift, anchor, set, stage, or otherwise make use of any 
gilling net, seines, short-net, drift-net, eel pots, or any 
kind of net, for the purpose of catching fish in the 
Delawa· e River from sunset on Saturday until twelve 
o'clock on Sunday night of each and ever:v week, a:µd 
the person or persons so offending shall on conviction, 
as provided in chapter fourteen of this act, forfeit and 
pay a penalty of one hundred dollars, together with 
the cost of suit for each and every offense. 

Section 154. Use of Certain Devices Prohibited. 
It shall be unlawful for any person or person& to place, 
build, erect, fasten, or use any fish~baskets, gill-nets, 
or any permanently set means for taking fish in the 
river Delaware, nor shall any person at any time 
affix any nets, fish-baskets, fyke nets, eel racks, or 
any kind of appliances or set means of taking fish to 
any wing walls in the rilrer Delaware. Nor shall any 
person or persons erect, build, or place, or cause to 
be erected, built, or placed any wing, wall or walls 
of stone or of any other substance or material in the 
river Delaware, for the purpose of affixing, adjusting, 
placing, or setting thereto, or adjacent thereto, any of 
the above mentioned illegal devices, contrivances, or 
appliances for taking fish. Any person violating the 
provisions of this law shall on conviction, in the man
ner provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be fined 
fifty dollars for the first offense. Any person or per
sons so offending a second time shall on conviction, 
in the manner provided in chapter fourteen of this 
act, be liable to a fine of one hundred dollars and 
imprisonment for three months in the county jail. 

Section 155. Closed Seasons for Certain Fish. No 
person shall by any means or device whatsoever 
catch or kill in the Delaware River any black bass, 
rock,bass, or wall-eyed pike, commonly known as Sus
quehanna salmon, between the first day of January 
a11d the thirtieth day of May in any year, nor shall 
catch or kill any of said species of fish at any other 
time during the year save with rod, hook, and line. 
Any violation of this section shall on conviction, as 
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provided in chapter fourteen of this act, subject the 
offender to a penalty of ten dollars for each fish so 
caught. 

Section 156. Legal Sizes 1,f Fish. No person shall 
catch or kill in the Delaware River any black bass 
less than ten inches in size, or wall-eyed .pike less 
than twelve inches in length, or any rock-bass under six 
inches in length; but should any such fish be taken 
of a less size than the ab9ve, it shall be the duty of 
any one taking or capturing the same to return the 
fish immediately to the water from whence taken. 
Any violation of this law shall on c@nviction, as pro
vided in chapter fourteen of this act, subject the of
fender to a penalty of ten dollars allld costs for each 
and every fish so caught and not returned to the 
water. 

Section 157. Taking Fish for BaU, Scientific, and 
Stocking Purposes. Nothing in thi& article shall be 
so construed as to prevent the catcliing of bait-fish, 
other than game-fish, by i:....~ans of band or cast nets 
for angling or scientific purposes, o:t' the catching of 
game-fish by order of any member of the Board or 
authorities of the State of New York in the Delaware 
River for the purpose of stocking other waters. 

Section 158. Seizure of Illegal Devices. Inter'ference 
with Officers. Any fish warden, deputy warden, 
sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, policeman, or any 
special officer of this Commonwealth, is hereby au
thorized to destroy any fish-basket, ¢el-weir, fyke net, 
shore-net, drift-net, d~p-net, wing wall or wing walls, or 
any illegal device named in any section of this article, 
and they are hereby authorized to arrest forthwith 
any person placing, erecting, using, <)r fastening them. 
Any person or persons interfering with any of the 
above officers in the discharge of their duties or re
sisting arrest shall on conviction, as provided in chap
ter fourteen of this act, pay a fine of one hundred 
dollars. 

CHAPTER V 

SEINE LICENSES 

Section 160. Seine Licenses. Fel,Js. Th~ Board is 
authorized to issue a "seine license" upon a written 
application therefor signed by the applicant and upon 
the payment to said Board of a f¢e of two dollars. 

Section 161. Kinds of Seines. Size of Mesh. No 
seine or net shall be licensed for Use except a haul 
seine, sometimes called a shore seine, a dip-net, or a 
hold-in net, sometimes called a moon rake. The 
meshes of any of the above-enumerated seines or nets 
shall be not Jess than tw0 and one-l}alf inches, stretched 
fishing measure, or one and one-ql(artcr inches from 
knot to knot, while being fished. 
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Section 162. Contents, Expiration, and Production 
of License. The license certificate shall be prepared 
by the Board, and shall show the date of issue, the 
name and place of residence of the licensee, and the 
name and number of the seine or net licensed. The 
certificate may contain such other matters aSI the 
Board may determine. All seine licenses shall expire 
on the twenty-first day of June next following the 
date of issue. Such certificate shall be shown by 
the licensee to any fish wa'l'den, constable, or other 
person authorized to make arrests for violation of 
any provisions of the laws of this Commonwealth 
relating to fish. 

Section 163. Waters for Use of Seines. Seasons. 
Kinds of Fish. No person shall fish with a seine or 
net in any inland waters of this Commonwealth, ex
cept the Susquehanna River from McCall's Ferry dam 
to the Maryland State line, or within the limits of 
the tidal waters of a tidal stream. No person shall 
fish with a seine or net in the Susquehanna River 
from McCall's Ferry dam to the MaryJnnd State line, 
or within the limits of the tidal waters of a tidal 
stream of this Commonwealth, except from the first 
day of March to the twentieth day of June. 

No person shall, from the first dny of March to 
the twentieth day of June. fish with a. seine or net 
in the waters of the S-1squehanna Hivcr from McCall's 
Ferry dam to the Maryland State line, or within the 
limits of the tidal waters of any tidal stream of this 
Commonwealth, for any fish other tli:m shad, herring, 
or ale-wife, and carp. A person who catches in a li
censed seine, during the license period, fish other than 
those enumerated in tlie preceding paragraph, shall 
not be guilty of violating the provisions of said para
graph if he immediately returns such fish so taken to 
the waters from which taken and in the condition 
in which captured. No person shall, from the first 
day of March to the twentieth day of June, fish in 
the waters of the Susquehanna River from McCall's 
Ferry dam to the Maryland State line, or within the 
limits of the tidal waters of any tidal stream of this 
Commonwealth with a seine or net other than a li
censed net or seine. 

Section 164. Owner's Consent for Removal of Fish 
Required. Exception. No person shall remove fish 
from any licensed seine or net without the consent 
of the owner thereof, except that any person may 
return to the water any :G.sh not authorized to be 
taken by such device, 

Section 165. Penalty. Any person violating any 
provisions of this a.rticle shall on conviction, in the 
manner provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be 
sentenced to pay a fine of one hundred dollars and 
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shall forfeit to the Board all nets, seines, 'boats, or 
appliances unlawfully used. 

8ection 166. Exceptions. The provisions of this 
article do not apply to ·fish artiticially propagated 
under the authority of this act. 

OHAPTER VI 
ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION LICENSES 

Section 170. Board may Issue Propagation Li
censes. The Board is authorized to issue an ru.-ti
ficial propagation license for the propagation of all 
species of trout and all species of basses, upon a 
written application therefor signed!. by the applicant 
and upon the payment to such Board of the sum of 
twenty-five dollars; for _11 other $pecies of fish, the 
sum of fifty cents. 

Section 171. Applications for License. Expiration. 
Applications shall be made on blanks prepared by 
the Board . and shall fl10w the sitLe, character, and 
purposP of the propagation plant and such other mat
ters as the Board may require. All licenses issued 
under this article shall expire on the first day of 
January next following the date of issue. 

Section 172. Waters Usable. Nio dams, ponds, or 
other devices which will ·prevent the free migration 
of fish shall be erected or placed by a person licensed 
under this article, in any stream flowing over his 
property. No person shall use tlrn ponds so licensed 
for any purpose other than for commercial fish pur
poses. 

Section 173. Aiithority under Lk:ense. The license 
issued by this article authorizes the licensee to carry 
on the business of 1i:n·opagation and sale of the species 
of fish authorized by the license, or the eggs thereof, 
rluring the year for which the licertse is issued. The 
license authorizes the licensee to catch and kill the 
fish authorized by the license from the licensed ponds 
in any manner whatsoever, except with explosives or 

· poisonous substances. The license further authorizes 
the licensee to sell or dispose of in any manner what
soever the fo.h authorized by the license, or the eggs 
thereof, at any time of the year, and it authorizes 
express and railroad companies to receive and trans
port the same. 

Section 174. Authority Denied ttnd'er License. The 
license issued under this article does not authorize 
the catching of fish out of any stream flowing over 
the property of the licensee, except the Susquehanna 
River from McCall's Ferry dam to the Maryland 
s;fate line and the tidal waters of any tidal stream 
in this Oommonw<'altl1. 

~-------._ Section 175. Sales of Fish Reg,ulated. A person 
selling fish under the license provided by this article 
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shall furnish the purchaser' with a certificate or in
voice of the sale, beal'ing the date of sale, the num
ber of the license un<l.er which sold, the number of 
fish, and number of pounds sold. The certificate or 
invoice must be shown by the holder on demand of any 
iish warden, clerk of the market, constable, or any 
person authorized to make arrests for violation of 
the laws of this Commonwealth relating to fish. The 
certificate or invoice shall authorize the sale of the 
fish so purchased for a period of six days after its 
date of issue. 

Section 176. Reports by Licensee. Inspection of 
Premises. A person holding an artificial propagation 
license under this article shall annually, on the first 
day of January, file with the Board a written state
ment du.ly sworn to, showing the number, value, and 
number of pounds of fish or the eggs thereof sold or 
disposed of during the year. The books and prop
erty of the persons licensed under this article shall 
be open to the Board or its agents for inspection at 
all reasonable times. 

Section 177. Stocking Regulations. No person 
licensed under this article shall in any manner stock 
or maintain his establishments with any species of 
fish or eggs thereof taken from any waters within 
this Commonwealth not owned, occupied, or controlled 
by them. 'Ihis section does not prohibit the exchange 
of fish eggs or the fry of any species of fish with 
the Board. 

Section 178- Authority of Licensee to Kill Fowl and 
TVild Birds. A license issued under this article au
thorizes the licensee or his agent to kill, after five 
days' notice to their owner, if known, any domestic 
bird or fowl trespassing on the waters or lands con
trolled, used, or occupied entirely for the artificial 
propagation of fish. Such license also authorizes the 
licensee or his agent to kill any wild birds or wild 
animals destructive to fish life whenever found on such 
waters or lands. 

Section 179. Unlawful Acts. No person shall arti
ficially propagate any species of fish without first pro
curing the license provided by this article. No per
son receiving a license, as provided by this article, 
shall operate a propagating plant different from that 
designated in the license. No person operating a pro
pagating plant for which a license has been issued 
for the operation of snch plant shall catch fish out 
of any stream flowing over the property of the licensee. 

No person shall fish or trespass with intent to fish 
in or upon any waters, or bed or banks of any waters, 
or any banks owned, controlled, or occupied by per
sons licensed by this article. No person shall wil
fully or maliciously destroy or damage any ponds~ -
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property, or appliances whatever of a propagating 
plant lkensed under this article. No person shall 
interfere or obstruct, pollute, or diminish the natural 
flow of water into or through a propagating plant 
licensed under this article. 

Section 180. Penalty. Any person violating any 
provision of this article shall on oonviction, in the 
manner provided by chapter fourteen of this act, be 
sentenced t" pay a fine of one hundred dollars. 

OHAP\TER VII 

DAMS, FISHWAYS, BAR-RACKS, OBS'.t'RUC'l.'IONS, E'l'C. 

Section 185. Devices to Enable Fish to Migrate to 
be Erected at Dams. Any person now or hereafter 
erecting or maintaining a dam in the waters of this 
Commonwealth shall immediately, on a written order 
from the Board, erect therein such chutes, slopes, fish
ways, gates, or other devices as the Board may deem 
necessary to enable the fish to ascend and descend 
the waters at all seasons of the year. 

Section 186. Devices to be Maintained. Every such 
chute, slope, fishway, gate, or othet device shall be 
maintained, open and in good order and repair, by 
the person owning or maintaining such dam until 
said dam is removed, raised or rebuilt. 

Section 187. Closing of Devices. Any chute, fish
way, or other device aforesaid may be closed for re
pairs at the time of low water, but auch closing shall 
only be for a period of thirty days at any one time. 

Section 188. Penalty. Any person neglecting or re
fusing to comply with sections one hundred eighty
five and one hundred eighty-six of this article, within 
three months from the date of notice provided in 
section one hundred eighty-five of tliis act, shall for
feit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars for every 
month such person so refuses or neglects. Such sum 
shall bp recovered by civil suit or pr<11cess in the name 
of the Commonwealth. 

Section 189. Erecting of Devices "b,y Board. Collec
tion o.f Cost. If after the lapse of three calendar 
months from the date of notice provided by section 
one hundred eighty-five of this act the person owning 
or maintaining said dam neglects o:t refuses to erect 
or place or maintain unchanged, open, and in good 
order and repair the appliance, as directed by the 
Board; said Board is authorized to enter upon such 
dam and erect such slope, cl te, fishway, or gate, or 
make such repairs as may have 1been directed as afore
said. The cost thereof shall be cha.rged against the 
person owning or maintaining such dam by the Board 
and may be recovered 1by civil suit and process in the 
name of the Commonwealth. 
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Section 190. When Commonwealth to Pay Cost of 
Erection. Where by reason of any dam having been 
constructed prior to any requirements by law for the 
placing of chutes, slopes, or fishways therein, or for 
any otlier reasons, the owner or person maintaining 
such dam cannot be compelled by law to pay the cost 
of erecting such chute, slope, or fishway, as directed 
by the Board, such cost shall be paid by the Common
W€alth of Pennsvlvania out of such funds as may be 
appropriated therefor. 

Section 191. Draw1:ng Off Dams. No person own· 
ing, leasing, or maintaining a dam holding 1back waters 
inhabited by fish shall draw off such waters without 
first applying for written permission from the Board, 
nor shall any such person obstruct the flow of water 
through any such dam without allowing sufficient 
water at all times to flow in the natural stream on 
which such dam is located to enable the fish to live. 
Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall on conviction, as provided in chapter fourteen of 
this act, be sentenced to pay a fine of one hundred 
dollars for each offense. 

Section 192. Fishing near De1.J"ices Proltdbited. No 
person shall fish, except with a rod, hook, and line, 
within one hundred feet of the lower eml of n11y fish
way or dam or within such other distance, as the Com
missioner may determine. Such distance shall !Jp 
plainly posted on the fishway or adjacent shore. Any 
person violating the provisions of this secti9n shall 
on conviction, as provided in chapter fourteen of this 
act, be sentenced to pay a fine of one hundred dollars. 

Section 193. Placing Bar-racks. Any person own· 
1ng or maintaining a raceway, flume, or inlet-pipe 
leading to a water-wheel, turbine pump, or canal, 
Rhall immediately upon receipt of a writtrn order from 
the Board place and maintain a bar-rack of not Jess 
tha,n one-half inch nor more than an inch and a half 
space between the bars in or near such raceway, ilumc, 
or inlet-pipe, sufficient to prevent fish from entering 
therein. Any person refusing or neglecting to ·comply 
with snch order for a period of one month shall for
feit and pay the snm of one hundred dollars, -which 
shall he recovered hy civil suit and process in the 
name of the Commonwealth. 

Section 194. Erection of Bar-racks by Board. Col
lection of Cost. If one month after the notice provid· 
Pd in section one hundred and ninety-three of this act 
the person owning or operating such raceway, flume, 
or inlet-pipe has not placed such bar-rack, as may have 
been directed, the Board is authorized to enter upon 
such raceway, flume, or inlet-pipe, and place a bar
rack of not less than one-half inch nor more than an 
inch and a half space between the bars. The cost 
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thereof shall be charged against such owner or opera
tor, and if not promptly paid may be recovered by 
civil suit and process in the name, of the Common
wealth. 

Section 195. Penalty for Preventing Migration of 
Fish. No person shall place any device or >Object in 
the waters within this Commonwealth in such a man
ner as to obstruct the migration or passage of fish 
therein or to obstruct any fishway. Any person violat
ing the provisions of this section shall on conviction, 
as provided in chapter fourteen, be sentenced to pay a 
fine of one hundred dollars. 

Section 196. Removal of Obstructions by F-ish 
Wardens, etc. Any obstruction in tl~e streams of this 
Oommonwealth not permitted by law shall when found 
be immediately removed by any fish commissioner, 

-fish warden, sheriff, or other peace dfficer. 

OHAPTER VIII 

POLLUTION TRESPASS ON STA'I'E HAIJ..'OHERIES 

Section 200. Pollution of Waters Prohibited. Ea:
plosivell. No person shall put or place in any waters 
within or ·on the boundaries of thi!> Commonwealth 
any electricity, explosives, or any poisonous substan<.:ES 
whatsoever for the purpose of catching, injuring, 01· 
killing fish. No person shall allow any substance 
of any kind or character deleterious, destructive, or 
poisonous to fish to be turned into or allowed to run, 
flow, wa.sh, or be emptied into any waters within this 
Commonwealth unless it be shown t~ the satisfaction 
of the Board of Fish Commissioners or to the proper 
court that every reasonable and practicable means 
has been used tQ abate and prevent the pollution of 
waters in question by the escape of. deleterious sub
stances. 

Section 201. Permits for Use of Explosives. The 
precedir.g section of this article does not prohibit the 
use of explosives for engineering purposes when a 
written permit has been given therefor by the Nation
al, proper State, or proper municipal governmeut au
thorities. 

Section 202. Penalty. Any persan violating the 
preceding provisions of this article shall on conviction, 
as provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be sen
tenced to pay a fine of one hundred dollars. 

Section 203. Evidence in Prosecutfon for PoUution. 
lu prosecutions under this article for tlie pollution of 
waJers by substances known to be injurious to fish or 
to fish food it shall be necessary to prove that such 
substances have actually caused the death of any 
particular fish. 

Section 204. Trespass on State H at<)heries and Prem
ises. No person shall fish, or tres»ass with intent 
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to fish, either upon any waters or bed or banks of any 
water or any lands controlled or owned or occupied 
by the Board. No person shall wilfully or malicious
ly destroy or drunage any ponds, property, or appli
ances whatsoever of the Board, nor interfere, obstruct, 
pollute, or diminish the natural flow of water into or 
through any State hatchery. Any person violating 
the provisions of this section shall on conviction, as 
provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be sentenced 
to pay a fine of one hundred doTiars. 

CHAPTER IX 

SALE OF FISH-MARKETS, HOTELS, ETC. REPORTS 

Section 210. Sale of Certain Fish Prohibited. No 
person and no proprietor, manager, clerk, or agent 
of any market, hotel, boarding-house, eating-house," 
restaurant, or saloon shall purchase, sell, or expose 
for sale any brook trout or any species of trout except 
lake trout, any small mouth bass or large mouth bass 
caught in waters wholly within this Commonwealth. 
No person and no proprietor, manager, clerk, or agent 
of any market, hotel, boarding-house, eating-house, 
restaurant, or saloon shall contract with or employ 
any person to catch and keep such fish for him, by 
the day or otherwise. 

Section 211. Reports of Sales of Fish. A perso:u 
engaged in catching fish for market or who may be 
engaged in the sale of fish shall, on demand of the 
Commissioner, furnish at the close of each calendar 
year a duplicate statement of their s;ales of fish and 
the gross amount of money realized. The contents of 
such reports shall be used by the Board entirely ior 
statistical purposes. The contents of such reports so 
received by tlie Board shall not be made public with
out the written consent of the owner. 

Section 212. Penalty. Any person violating the 
provisions of this article shall on conviction, as pro
vided in chapter fourteen of this act, be sentenced to 
pay a fine of ten dollars for each and everv fish had 
in possession. • 

Section 213. Exceptions to Penalty. This article 
does not prohibit any person from employing a guide 
to accompany him when :fishing, nor does it apply to 
fish artificially propagated and sold under the au
thority of this act. 

OHiAPTER x 
FISHING LICENSES 

Section 220. Resident Fishing License Fees. For 
the purposes of this article every person sixteen years 
of age and upward, upon application to any county 
treasurer within the Commonwealth or to the Board 
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and the presentation of proof that he has been a bona 
fide resident of this Commonwealth for a period of 
thirty days next preceding his alUJlication and was 
born in the United States or wa!J fully naturalized 
under the laws of the United States, shall, upon the 
payment to the county treasurer or the Board of a 
license fee· of one dollar for the use of the Common
wealth and a fee of ten cents for the use of the coun
ty treasurer, be entitled to the license herein referred 
to as "a resident fishing license." 

Section 221. Non-Resident Fislting License Fees. 
For the purposes of this article ev&y person, without 
regard to age, upon application to any county treas
urer within the Commonwealth or to the Board of 
Fish Commissioners and the presentation of proof 
that he is a non-resident of this Commonwealth but 
a citizen of the United States, shall,, upon the payment 
to the county treasurer or the Board of the same 
amount as is charged and received from non-residents 
by the State of which the applicant is a resident for 
a similar license (not, however, less in any case than 
two dolars and fifty cents) and the payment of ten 
cents for the use of the county treasurer, be entitled 
to the license herein referred to as a "non-resident 
fishing license." 

Section 222. Applications for Mcenses. License 
YeM'. All licenses shall be issued on forms prepared 
and supplied by the Board of Fish Commissioners; 
the cost thereof to be paid from the fish license fund 
hereafter provided for. The license shall show the 
name, age, occupation, and residence of the licensee and 
the date of its issue. It shall also contain the signa
ture ·Of the licensee written in ink, a.nd shall authorize 
the person named therein to fish or angle in the 
waters of this Commonwealth or in the waters bound
ing or adjacent thereto under the restrictions and re
quirements of existing laws during the year the date 
of which is inscribed thereon. The license shall be
come void upon the thirty-first day of December next 
following the date of issue. The lkense may contain 
such other information as the Bc\ard may require. 
There shall also be issued with each license a license 
button bearing the license number. 

Section 223. County Treaswrer'$ Record. Every 
county treasurer of this Commonwealth shall keep in 
a book, to be supplied by the Board at the cost of the 
Commonwealth, a correct and complete record of all 
resident and non-resjdent fishing licenses issued by 
him. Every county treasurer shall C',ause to be entered 
in such book at the close of each wteek the name and 
place of residence of each individual to whom a li· 
cense shall have been issued that week. Such book 
shall be open at reasonable hours to the inspection of 
any officer of the Commonwealth whose duty it is by 
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law to protect the fish in the waters of this Common
wealth or in the waters bounding or adjacent thereto. 

Section 224. Weekly Returns of Licenses Issued by 
County Tt·easurer. Every county treasurt>r of this 
Commonwealth shall each week forward to the Board 
a complete list of the resident and non-resident li
censes. granted, with the names and addreAses of the 
licensees, on blanks to be furnished by the Board at 
the cost of the Commonwealth. 

Section 225. Monthly Payments to State .Treasurer. 
D1"plicate Report. All license fees, except said treas
urer's fees, paid to a county treasurer under this 
act shall be by such treasurer paid into the State 
Treasury at least once a month, to be applied to the 
purposes hereinafter provided. Such county treasurer 
shall make a return to the State 'rreasurer upon a 
form to be supplied by the Board at the cost of the 
Commonwealth and shall in all such cases forward a 
duplicate of such report to the Board at Harrisburg. 

Section 226. Unlawjul to Fish Without License. 
No person shall angle or fish in any of the waters 
within or bounding on or adjacent to this Common
wealth unless the license hereinbefore provided be 3t 
such time continually kept about the person of the 
licensee and exhibited upon the request of any fish 
warden, sheriff, constable, or other officer of the Com
monwealth. No person shall angle or fish in any of 
the waters within or bounding on or 1adjacent to this 
Commonwealth unless the license button be at such 
time continually displayed on the outer garment in 
such manner that the license figures are plainly visible. 

Section 227. Loam, a;nd Transfer of License P,ro
hibited. False Information. No person shall alter, 
loan, or transfer any license authorized by this act 
nor give any false or misleading information to the 
county treasurer or to the Oommissioner, his officers, 
or agents in the application therefor. 

Section 228. Penalty. Any person violating any 
provision of this article shall on conviction, in the 
manner provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be 
sentenced for each offense to pay a fine of twenty-five 
dollars. In addition to such penalty, the license of 
any person convicted or signing an acknowledgment, 
as hereinafter provided, shall be void, and the license 
and license button shall be surrendered by such per
son and immediately sent by the court making the 
conviction or the officer taking the acknowledgment 
to the Commissioner at Harrisburg. 

Section 2.29. Certain Persons Excepted from Li
censes. No person, now required by law to procure 
a license to propagate fish for sale, shall be required, 
in addition, to secure a license provided by this act 
m order to enable such person to exercise those rights 
eonferred by the license. 
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The provisions of this article shall not apply to nor 
prevent the owner of any fa1'm or other land situated 
in this Commonwealth who actna1ly resides thereon 
throughout the year or the members of h:s family so 
residing upon said farm or land, fr<>m angling or fish
ing in waters wholly within the limits of said farm 
or land or within the limits of land abutting thereon, 
without such license. The exemption provided by the 
foregoing provisions of this section shall not apply 
to any person temporarily resid~ng upon said farm 
or land or any tenant thereon who is not a member 
of the family of said owner, nor shall said exemption 
apply to any servant or emplo.re 0£ said owner. 

CHAPTER XI 

UNNATURALIZED FOREIGN-BORN RESIDENTS 

Section 240. Unna,tural,i:::ecL Ji,oreign-born Not to 
Ji'·ish. It shall be unlawful for a;ny unnatural zed 
foreign-born resident to go fishing for or capture or 
kill in this Commonwealth any fish c>f any description. 
l•~ach and every person violating any provision of this 
section shall upon conviction thereof, in the manner 
provided in chapter fourteen of this act, be sentenced 
to pay a penalty -of twenty dollars for each offense. 

Section 241. Unnaturalized Fore.ign-born Resident 
Defined. For the purpose of this act any unnatur
alized foreign-born person who shall reside or live 
within the boundaries of the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania for ten consecutive days shall be considered 
a rt>)sident and slrnll be liable to the penalties imposed 
for violation of the provisions of this act. 

CHAP'.rER XII 

GEJNERAL POWERS AND DUTiillS OF TIIE COMMIS

SIONI<~R AND FISH WARDENS 

Section 250. Permission to Fish for Scientific akid 
Stocking Pu1·poses. The CornmissioJiler may, with the 
approval of the Board, grant permiasion to catch fish 
in any of the waters of this Comrponwealth at any 
season of the year and with any kind of nets or de
vices, for a period not exceeding one year, to a person 
engaged in scientific research, or for the propagation 
of fish and the stocking of wa.ters therewith. Person:;: 
permitted to fish pursuant to the foregoing provision 
of this section shall make a return in writing to- the 
Commissioner of all fish caught by them and also the 
nse made by them of the fish so ca11ght. 

Section 251. Pow0r of Commiissio11er and Hi8 Agent 
to Fish. Rules and Regulations. The Commissioner 
or his agent may catch fish in any of the waters of 
this Commonwealth at any season of the year and 
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with any kind of nets or devices. The Commissioner, 
with the approval of the Board, may promulgate such 
rules and regulations for the angling, cai:ching, or re
moval of fish in or from anv ·waters, artificial or othPr
wise, wholly within this Commonwealth, as he may 
deem necessary. Any person violating any of said 
rules and regulations shall upon conviction, as pro
vided in ch•aipter fourt<>en of this act, be sentenced to 
pay a fine of twenty dolhn·s. 

Section 252. Free Di.~tribution of Fish. The 
Roard of Fish Commissioners shall make free distri· 
hution or planting of the fish prodnced at the State 
fish lrntrheries or otherwise acquired, in the following 
order of preference: Firs,t, to the public waters of the 
Commonwealth and to the waters within the forestry 
reserve belonging to the Commonwealth. Second, to 
the pnhllc school authorities and persons connected 
with institutions of learning who may apply for thf' 
same for educational purposes or for scientific re
search, and to persons applying for fish culture for 
aqnarhim purposes and Rhow ponds. Third, to fisl1 
associations and individuals to stock any stream, Jake, 
or pond in which the public are permitted to fish. The 
Board of Fish Commissioners may distribute and 
plant fish without an application in any of the waters 
within the State in which the public are permitted to 
fish. 

Section 253. Penalty for Fal8e Representation in 
Procuring Fish. Any person who shall by false repre
sentation recei.ve fish from the Board' and plant the 
same in waters where the public are not allowed tn 
fish shall on conviction, in the manner provided hy 
chapter fourteen of this act, be sentenced to pay a fine 
of twentv-five dollars for each offense. 

Section 254. Streams and Lakes to be Free for 
Fi8hinrr An~r natural stream or lake in this Common
wealth, which has been or may be stocked with fish 
furnislied by the Commonwealth or the Board, shall 
be open to the public for the purpose of lawful fishing, 
but nothing in this section shall be so construed as 
to free any person trespassine- on the lands of an:v 
person in tMs ComruonweaJe1 from liability for an:v 
damage he may do to .said lands or the improvement 
thereon or to any crops or livestock or poultry thereon. 

Section 255. Nurserv vVatcr.~. The Board ii::; nnthor
ized to set aside at its discretion, or upon petition 
of one hundred and fifty residents who shall be hold
ers of fishing licenses, snch small streams not exceed
ing one fo an:v onP connt:v at the samP time. n·nd such 
lakes, as it may judge best, as nursery streams or 
lakes, in which fishing- slrnll he prohihitPil at all times 
r•f tlw :vear. Before Retting- aside such streams or 
lakes the Board, through the Commissioner, shall give 
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public notice of closing" such Rtreams or water by pub
lishing the prohibition and the dura;tion thereof in 
two newspapers of gener:il circulation published in 
the county or counties where such stream or water 
fa located once a week for three consecutive weeks. 
Notice of such closing shall also be' posted at the 
outlet of the strE>am or lake so closed and at inter
vals of three hundred yards along the banks thereof. 
Any person fishing, catching, or killing any fish from 
any stream or water so closed shall on conviction, in 
the manner provided by chapter fourteen, be sentenced 
to p:w a fine of one hnndr<'d <lollars. 

Section 256. Powers of Fish Wardens. A fish war
den shall have power: 

(a) To enforce all the laws of the Commo:1wealth 
relating to fish; (b) to execute all warrants and search
warrants for the violntion of the fish laws; ( c) to 
serve subpoenas issued for the exanifoation, investi
gation, and trial of all offenses against the laws re
lnting to fish; ( d) to carry firearms on other we:ipons 
in the performance of hjs dutieFJ; ( e) to i::earcl1 with
out warrant any boat, conveyance, Vl:'hirl!':, fii::h-'box, 
bag, coat, basket, or other receptacle for fish, when 
he hai:: reason to believe that any provii;ion of :my law 
of this Commonwealth relating to fish hm~ hePn vio
lated; (f) to seize and take possession of any and all 
fish which may 11ave been caught, tak~n. or killed at 
any time, in any manner, or for any 11>urpose, or had 
in possession or under control, or have been shinned 
or about to be shipped contrary to tme laws of this 
Commonwealth-fish so seized shall be oiRposed of in 
any mnnner as the Commissioner ma:v direct: (!:") to 
enter upon any land or water in the performance of 
his duty: (h) to demand and secure p1'oper assistance 
in C'ai::e of emer!!enc:v: ( i) to purchase fish for the 
purpose of securing evidence. 

Section 257. Duties of Fish Ward<111s. Each fif:;h 
warden shall keep a record of his officiril acts, receipts, 
and expenditures, and slrnll at the closl! of each month 
make a snmniary of such record wit11 such detailed 
information as may be necessary for -ehe information 
of or he required by the Board. Such summary Rhall 
he immediately sent to the chief warden. The chief 
w:irdPn shaJI report to the Commissioner any neg
ligence or incompetency on the part of any of the 
fish wardens, with the facts relating thereto. The 
cllicf wnrclen shall report monthly to the Commis
Afoner 11is ol)erations during '.the prpreding' month 
and shall make snch otlH•r reports as ma:v lw rNp1ired 
hv t11e Commissioner. The chief wnrden i::hall an
n.nall;v report in writing th<~ operations of llimseU 
and subordinates during tl1e year to the Board. 
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Rection 2:i8. Special Fish Wardens. The Board of 
Fish Commissioners, on written application of a prop
erly organized fish protective as-;ociation or on the 
written application of any association or indiYidnnl 
owning ·or leasing waters, may appoint one or m01·r 
special fish wardens for the county in which the ap
plication is made. The Board of Fish Commissioners 
may appoint special fish wardens to act anywherP 
within the Commonwealth. All special fish wardens ap
pointed under the authority of this Hection may exer
cise the powers of their a_ppointmentH until the thirty
ffrst clay of May next succeeding the date of their ap
pointment and no longer. Special fish wardens shall 
have the same powers and shall make the same reports 
as is conferred on and required from other fish war
dens. 

CHAPTER XIII 

SUNDAY FISHING 

Section 265. Sunday Fishing Prohibited. It fa 
unlawful to fish in any of the waters wholly within 
this Common wealth for any species of fish or with 
any device on the first day of the week, commonly 
called Snnday. Any person violating any of tlw nro
Yisions of this section shall on conviction, as provided 
in chapter fourteen of this act, be subject to a penalty 
of twen-f:\·-five dollnrn. 

CHA.PTER XIV 

ENFORCE:.\IENT OF THE ACT. PROCEDURE 

Section 270. Powers of Officers to Destroy Unlawful 
Devices a;nd Make Arrests. Any fish warden, special 
warden, sheriff, constable, or any special officer, or 
any peace officer in this Commonwealth, is hereby 
authorized and required to proceed, with such force 
of the county aH may be necessary, to destroy any de
vice for catching fish used contrary to or prohibited 
by law in any of the waters within or on the bnnnd
ar.r of or adjoining to this Commonwealth. Snch of
ficers nre hereby required to arrest with or without 
warrant any person owning, placing, or using such 
device or Yiolating any provisions of this act. 

Section 271. Apprehension and Prorfaction before 
.illayistmtr. Rnch officers are authorized and required 
to npprehend nnd nnest and immediately take any 
penwn guilt,y of all.)' violation of this act before any 
alderman. magiBtrate, or iustice of the peace. who 
shall forthwith hear and determine such charge in the 
manner hPrein nrovided. 

Section 272. Paynicnt of Costs in Certain Crtscs. In 
caRe nny fish warden, or any other officer hereinbe
forc nnmed, fails to prove his case and the defendant 
is discharged, or in case the defendant is convicted and 
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sent to jail in lieu of the payment o~ fine, the county 
in which the case is heard shall pay the costs. 

Section 273. Arrests on Sunday and Holidays. 
Such arrests mav be made on Snnday or any l<>gal 
holiday, in whicli case thP person Flo arrested shall 
be taken b<:>fore the Jll'<>pPr officer and proceeded 
against on the first la wfnl day fo1\owing the arrPst. 

Section 274. Penalty Cpon Officc1•s for Failwre to 
Perforrn Duties. Any sheriff, deputy $heriff, constable, 
special officer, or other peace officer of this Common
wealth, i·efm-:ing or neglecting to proceed with such 
force of the county to forthwith relllove and destroy 
any existing device illegally used for the catching of 
fish within its jurisdiction, after being notified in 
writing of the existence of such illegally used device, 
or an,v such officer neglecting or refusing to remove 
or destroy any such illegal device for catching fish 
within the Commonwealth of which he shall be cog
nizant, shall on conviction, as provided. in this chapter, 
he sentenced to pay a fine of fifty d1>llars. 

Section 27?i. Interference with Officers. Any per
son who shall hy threat, menace, or \force, or in any 
manner attempt to deter or prevent any fish warden, 
or othe1• person authorized to make arrests for viola
tion of the iish laws, from enforcing or carrying into 
effect .any provision of this act, or Who shall resist 
the seizure of boa ts. devices, or net!' illegally used .• 
shall on conviction thereof, as provided in this chap
ter, be sentenced to pay a fine of one hundred dollars. 

Secti-on 276. Prim:1 Ji"acie Evidenoe. In all cases 
of arrest for the violation of any of the provisions of 
this act the possession of the fishes or of the nets or 
appliances, or the possession of or operation of any 
other device herein prohibited, shall be prima facie 
evidence of the violation of this act. 

Section 27·7. Complaint. 1'VMrcint. Hearing. Any 
alderman, magistratP, or justice of the peace; upon 
information or comph1int made fo hilll by affidavit of 
one or more persons· charging any per.son with having 
violated any of the provisions of this act or any of 
the rules and regulations adopted· and promulgated 
by the Commissioner or the Board, pursuant to this 
act, is hereby authorized and requi~ed to issue his 
warrant under his hand and seal directed to any 
constable, peace officer, or warden, llnd shall cause 
such person to ,he arrested and brought before such 
alderman, magistrate. or justice of the peace, who 
shall hear and determine the guilt or lnnocence of the 
person or persons so charged. 

Section 278. F\l'ntence. Bciil. A([JzJecil. If convict
ed such person shall be sentenced to pay the fine pro
vided in this act for such violation, t~gether with the 
costs of suit. The person so convicted shall on failure 
to pay such fine be sentenced by such alderman, magis-
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trate, or justice of the peace, to undergo imprisonment 
in tb.e county jail of the county in which such convic
tion takes place for a period of one day for each dol
lar of fine· so imposed, unless specifically otherwise 
provided by this act, or unless the person so convicted 
shall give notiee of an intention to procure a writ of 
certiorari or appeal, in which case such person shall 
be. permitted to enter into good and sufficient recogni
zance to appear , before such justice, alderman, or 
magistrate on or before the expiration of five days, if 
such appeal or certiorari is not taken by them, or on 
the final determination of the same if it be not sustain
ed, for execution of sentence. 

Section 279. Aclcnoivledgrnent of Guilt. Receipts. 
A person charged with violating any provisions of this 
act other than a misdemeanor may sign an acknowl
edgment of the offense committed either before or 
after the beginning of prosecution and pay to any 
salaried officer of the Board the penalty in full as 
fixed by this act, together with costs accrued to that 
date. The printed receipt therefor, which shall in 
every instance bear the signature of the Oommissioner, 
shall be full evidence of full satisfaction of the offense 
committed. 

Section 280. Sale and Destruction of Confiscated 
Devices. All boats and legal devices used unlawfully 
and forfeited to the Board under any of the provisions 
of this act shall be sold by the Commissioner or de
stroyed by his order. All unlawful nets or devices 
not preserved for exhibition purposes by the Board 
shall be destroyed by the Commissioner or by his 
order. Records .shall be made of all such sales or 
destruction on the books of the Board. 

Section 281. Limitatio,n for Prosecutions. All ac
tions for violation of any provisions of this act shall 
be taken within one year from the time the offense is 
committed. · 

CHAPTER XV 

THE FISH FUND 

Section 285. Ji'ish License Fwnd Established. All 
fees, fines, penalties, and other moneys paid, received, 
recovered, and collected (a) under the provisions of 
any law repealed and replaced by this act and now 
held in the State Treasury as a fund or any part of a 
fund separate and apart for the various purposes 
desjgnated by law, or (b) that may be hereafter paid, 
recovered, received, and collected under the provisions 
of any act repealed and replaced by this act, or ( c) 
that may be paid, received, recovered, and collected 
under the provisions of this act, shall be placed in a 
separate fund by the State Treasurer, to be known as 
"The Fish Fund,'' and an amount not in excess of four 
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hundred thousand ($400,000) dollats in any one fiscal 
year shall be used solely under the direction of the 
Board for the following purposes: 

(a) The payment of the salaries, wages, or other 
compensation of the Commissioner of Fisheries, anrl 
such deputies, directors, superintendents, bureau or 
division chiefs, experts, scientists, e~gineers, surveyors, 
draftsmen, accountants, secretarie" auditors, ini!pec
tors, examiners, statisticians, clerks, stenographers, 
bookkeepers, messengers, fish wardens, laborer,s,, and 
other assistants and employes as may be required for 
the work of the Board; 
· (b) The payment of the traveUng and other ex
penses of the members_, officer.s, and employes of the 
Board of Fish Commissioners; 

( c) 'rhe purchase through the D!lpartment of Prop
erty and Supplies as purchasing agency 0£ such furni
ture, furnishings, stationery, supplies, materials, equip
ment, fuel, motor vehicles, and printing and binding 
as may be necessary in the conduct of the work of the 
Board; 

( d) The payment of postage, telegrams, telephone 
rentals, telephone toll charges, and :rentals for patent
ed leased office devices or machines~ 

( e) Rentals for any offices ontsOC<le of the Oapitol 
buildings or any other grounds, buildings, _or quarters 
necessary for the work of the Board; 

(f) The propagation, protectioBt and distribution 
of fish and the stocking of waters within this Com
monwealth, as provided by law; 

(g) Necessary repairs and improvements to fish 
hatcheries or other buildings, office&, or quarters used 
in the work of the Board; 

(h) Field work, gathering spawn, and tran.sferr· 
ing fish. 

(i) The purchase of necessary' land and water 
supplied to State fish hatcheries; 

( j) The purchase and erection of buildings, ponds, 
and other extensions incidental to State fish hatch
eries; 

(l{) The maintenance and operation of a boat on 
Lake Erie and the cruiser "Anna."' at Torresdale on 
the Delaware River; and 

(1) Any contingent, incidental, or other expenses 
of any kind or description reasonably necessary in 
carrying on the work of the Board. 

Any moneys in said fund at any time in excess of 
the amount hereinbefore limited shall be used solely 
under the direction of the Board, "tith the consent of 
the GoYernor, for the purchase of lands and waters 
and for the impounding of waters and to make the 
same available for use by the citizens of the Common
wealth for fishing, hunting, and forest purposes, and 
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said lands and waters so purcha.sed shall he under 
the supervision, directfon, and control of the Board. 

All moneys in such separate fund from time to time 
are hereby specifically appropriated to the Board and 
may be expended for the pmposes hereinbefore enum
erated. The Auditor General shall from time to time 
upon requisition of the Commissioner draw his war
rant on the Htate Treasul'er for the amount spPrifi<'d 
in 8uch requisition; not exceeding, however, the 
amount in sndt fnnd at the time of making such 
requisition. 

CHAP'l'ER XV I 

CONS'l'Hl'C'l'JON. RI<'FEC'l'lVB DA'l'R RBI'lDAL 

~ection :WO. Construct-ion. It is the intent of this 
net to presC'riue an excl m;in~ Ry.~tem for the angling, 
C"H td1ing, nud taking of fall, and for their propaga
tion and protection in waters within, bounding on, 
or adjacent to, this Conn11omn'alth; lint this act shall 
not reiwal an.r Jaw relati11g to the taking and eatch
ing or for the protection of fr-ogs, tadpoles, and ter-
1·apin. 

i:::lectiou 291. Bjfecthc Date. This act shall be in 
force and take effect the tirst day of January, one 
tl1omm11d uine·hnndred and twenty-six. 

Section 2H.2. Nepeals. 'l'hc following acts oJ As
sembly are hereby repealed absolutely: 

'l'he act approred the twenty-second day -of May, 
oue thousand eight hundred aud eighty-nine (Pam
phlet Laws, two hundred and sixty-one), entitled "An 
act ful' the protection of shad and game 1ish in the 
river Dela ware,'' and the amendments thereto. 

The net, appro1·ed the first day of .. Ua~', one thou
sand nine hundred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, three 
hundred and uiHe), <•11titled "An act to encourage the 
prnpagation of foh, and to regulate the catching, tak
ing, and destruction of fish, in the Delaware River below 
'l'renton Falls, within the jurisdiction respectively of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania aud of the State 
of New .Jersey; and providing penalties for violation 
of its pl'ovisions, and to repeal acts inconsistent there
with," and the amendments thereto. 

'l'he net approved the eighth day of May, one thou
sand nine hundred and nine (Pamphlet J,aws, four 
hundred and eighty), entitled "An act to encourage 
fop propagation of fish. and to regulate the catching, 
taking, and destruction of fish, in the Delaware 
River n bovP 'J'renton Falls, within the jurisdiction 
respectively of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
nnrl of the ~taiC' of New Jersey; and providing pen
altiC'S for violation of its nrovisions, and to repeal 
acts i,nconsistent therewith," :and the amendments 
tlwreto. 



SESSTOS OF rn25. 

'l'!Je act, :_ipproved the twenty-first day of April, one 
thousand niHe hundred and fiftePn (Pamphlet Laws, 
Ol1e hundred and sixty), entitled "An act to !!ive ad
dition:.i.l protection to tlw fish in th~ waters within the 
Commonwealth oi' Pennsylvania; prohibiting the fish
in~ for, or capture or killing of, slUch fish by unnat
uralized foreign-born l'esideuts; and presc1·ibing pen
alties for violati011 of its provisions." 

'l'he act, ap1n·m·ed the twenty-eighth day of July, one 
thornmnd nine hnnd1·ed and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, one thousand two hundred anid fifteen), entitled 
"An act to revise, amend, nnd consolidate the lnw re
lating to fish, and prodding penalties," and the 
nmendments thereto. 

The act, a11pr0Yed the ;sixteenth day of )Jay, one 
thousand nine hmidred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred and eighty-four), entitled ':An act to 
revise, amend, and consolidate the law relating to 
fish in certain boundary lakes, bays, and peninsular 
waters." 

The act, approved the eighth day of July, one thou
sand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
seven hundred and seventy-eight), entitled •'An act 
for the better protection of fish; requiring citizens 
of the United ~~ltates residing without this Cornmon
wralth to procure a license to fisll or angle in the 
waterR of this Commonwealth or in the waters bound
ing or adjacent thereto; and regulating the issuance 
of such license; providing puialties, for the violation 
of this act." 

'rhe act appro\'ed the sixtel•nth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet 
Laws, Jive hundred and fifty-nine), entitled "An act 
for the better protection of ligh; requiring citizens of 
the United ~tntes residing "·ithin this Conunonwpnlth 
to procure a license from the county treasurer to fish 
or angle in the waters of this Commonwealth, or in 
the waterfl hounding or adjacent thereto, and regu
lating the iRsua nee of such license; providing pen· 
nlties for the violation of tit.is act, and thf' manner 
of i}Jroceeding to enforce compliance therewith; and 
providing for the disposition of th~ penalties recov
ered and license fres received," and the amendments 
thereto. 

All other acts and parts of acts inconsistent with 
this act are hereby repCc,L 

APPROVED-The 2d day of May. A, n. rn~n. 
G TFFonn PTNCHOT. 

Act of Aprll ~l .. 
1915 (P. L. lGO). 

Act of July :.:s. 
1917 (P. T,. 1~l5). 

Act of ~lay 16, 
1919 (l'. L. le",. 

Act of .T11!y R. 
1919 (P. L. 778). 

Act of May 16, 
1921 (I'. L. :Ji"H)). 

Other acts incon
sistent. 
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