
SESSION OF 1925~ 

No. 319. 

AN ACT 

To further amend section ten of ;m act, approved the thirty
first day of May, one thousand nine hundred and eleven 
(Pamphlet Laws, four hundred sixty-eight), entitled "An act 
providing for the establishment of a State Highway Department, 
by the appointment of a State Highway Commissioner, two 
Deputy State Highway Commissioners, · chief engineer, chief 
draughtsman, superintendents of highways, and a staff of assist
ants and employcs; defining their dutie$ and the jurisdiction 
of the State Highway Department, and lixing salaries of com
missioner and deputies and other appointees ; providing for 
taking over from the counties or towns}1i.ps of the Common
wealth certain existing public roads co:nneding county-seats, 
principal cities, and towns and extendi:(lg to the State line; 
describing and defining same by route jlumbers as the State 
highways of the Commonwealth; providint: for the improvement, 
maintenance and repair of said State highways solely at th·e 
expense of the Commonwealth, and reliering the severnl town
ships or counties from any further obligation and expense to 
improve or maintain the same, and relieving said townships 
or counties of authority over same; nlquirin.~ boroughs and 
incorporated towns to maintain certain State highways wholly 
and in part; requiring the State Highmay Commissioner to 
make maps to be complete records thereo!; conferring authority 
on the State Highway Commissioner; providing for the pay
ment of damages in taking of property, or otherwise, in the 
improvement thereof; providing for pnrcbase or acquiring of 
turnpikes or toll-roads forming all or p!\rt of any State high
way, and pro.cedure therein: providing fot work of improvement 
of State highways to be done by contrlJ,ct, except where the 
State Highway Commissioner decides the work be done by the 
State; providing aid by the State to counties and townships 
desiring the same in the improvement of township or county 
roads; defining highways and State-aid, highways; providing 
method of application for State aid in tll.e improvement, main
tenance and repair of township or county roads and prescribing 
the contents of township, county, borough:, or incorporated town 
petitions; providing for percentage· of cc>st of improvement or 
repairs to be paid by State, county, towtnship, borough, or in
corporated town, and requiring contracts py counties, townships, 
boroughs, and incorporated towns with <Commonwealth govern
ing same; providing for the minimum width of State highways 
and State-aid highways, and kind of m(lterials to be used in 
the improvement; providing for payment of cost of improvement 
and repairs; providing penalty for injuri)lg or destroying State 
highways; making appropriations to ca~ry out the provisions 
of the act; and providing for the repeal <)f certain acts relatiug 
to Highway Department and improvement of roads, and of all 
acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith; and providing that 
existing contracts are not affected by provisions of this 3.ct," 
as amended. 
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Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., '!'hat section ten of "ltate m1:1iway 

an act, approved the thirty-first da;y' of May, one thou- Department. 

sand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred sixty-eight), entitled "An act providing foir 
the establishment of a State Highway Department, lJy 
the appointment of a State Highway Commissioner, 
two Deputy State Highway Commissioners, chief en· 
gineer, chief draughtsman, supeiirttendents of high-
ways, and a staff of assistants and employes; defining 
their duties and the jurisdiction of the State Highway 
Department, and fixing salaries of commissioner and 
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deputies and other appointees; providing fo1· taking 
over from the counties or townships of the Common
wealth certain existing public roads connecting county
seats, principal cities, and towns and extending to 
the State line; describing and defining same by ronte 
numbers as the 8iatc highways of the Commonwealth; 
providing for the improvement, maintenance and re
pair of said State highways solely at the expense of 
the Commonwealth, and relieving the several town
ships or counties from any further obligation and ex
pense to improve or maintain the same, and relieving 
said townships or counties 'of authority over same; 
requiring boroughs and incorporated towns to main
tain certain State highways wholly and in part; re
quiring the State Highway Commissioner to make 
maps to be complete records thereof; conferring au
thority on the State Highway Commissioner; provid
ing for the payment of damages in taking of property, 
or otherwise, in the improvement thereof; providing 
for purchase or acquiring of turnpikes or toll-roads 
forming all or part of any State highway, and pro
cedure therein; providing for work of improvement 
of State highways to be done by contract, except 
where the State Highway Commissioner decides the 
work be done by the State; providing aid by the State 
to counties and townships desiring the same in the 
improvement of township or county roads; defining 
highways and State-aid highways; providing method 
of application for State aid in the improvl.'ment, main
tenance and repair of township or county roads and 
prescribing the contents of township, county, borough, 
or incorporated town petitions; providing for per
centage of cost of improvement or repairs to be paid 
by State, county, township, borough, or incorporated 
town, and requiring contracts by counties, townships, 
boroughs, and incorporated towns with Commonwealth 
governing same; providing for the minimum width of 
State highways and State-aid highways, and kind of 
materials to be used in the improvement; providing 
for payment of cost of improvement and repairs; pro
viding penalty for injuring or destroying State high~ 
ways; making appropriations to carry out the pro
visions of tlie act; and providing for the repeal of 
certain acts relating to Highway Department and im
provement of roads, and of all acts or parts of acts 
inconsistent herewith; and providing that existing 
contracts are not affected by provisions of this act," 
w:hich was last amended by an act, approved the eight
eenth day of :M:ay, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, two hundred fifty 
three), is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

Section 10. Anything herein contained, or any ap
portionment of the State into highway districts, shall 
not be construed as including or in any mannei; inter-
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fering with the roads, streets, and highways in any 
of the cities, boroughs, or incorpwated towns of the 
Oommonwealth: Provided, That where any road, 
street, or highway within the limits of any borough 
or in any incorporated town shall form a part or 
section of any State highway, as herein described, 
and the same or any part. tlrnreof is not already im
proved or reconstructed according to the standards of 
the State Highway Department, or in a manner equal 
to said standards, by the borough or incorporated 
town, the [State Highway Commissioner] Secretary 
of Highways may improve or reco111struct such unim
proved section ,or sections, such width as he may deem 
advisable, of such road, street, or liighway at the ex
pense of the Commonwealth; and such improvement 
or reeonstruction of such roads, streets, or highways 
in said boroughs or incorporated t~wns shall be made 
and performed by the [State Highway] Department 
of Highways, at the discretion of the [State Highway 
Commissioner] Secretary of HighwfMJS. 

The maintenance of any road, strteet, or highway, or 
of any part or. parts thereof, impraved or reconstruct
ed as a State highway or as a Sto,te-aid road in any 
borough or incorporated town, heretofore improved or 
reconstructed, or which shall be improved or recon
structed under this act; and which road forms a part 
of a State highway in any borough or incorporated 
town, sl1all be done hy the [State Highway] Depart
ment of HighwwysJ at the discre~ion of the [State 
Highway Oomm..issioner] Secretary of Highwwys; and 
ten per centum of the cost and expense of said main
tenance shall be paid by the respective borough or in· 
corporated town in which said wo:itk is done. 1Vhere 
any such road, street, or highway, or any part or parts 
thereof, in any borough or incorporated town, (has 
been heretofore reconstructed as a State-aid road, with 
bricks, or material other than a telford, water-bound 
macadam road or bituminous inacaJdam or other than 
a concrete base, or which have beelll heretofore or may 
hereafter be reconstructed as a State highway, with 
bricks or other permanent paving material, the said 
brick or paved road, street, or highway] wre not so 
rna;intainedJ the sa,me shall be m.ainfained according to 
the standards of the State Highway Department, by 
the borough or inco'l'porated town, wholly at the cost 
and expense of the borough or incorporated town in 
which said iJ'oad, street, or highway may lie: Pro
vided, That if any borough or incorporated town shall 
neglect or refuse to maintain any $uch [brick-paved] 
road, street, or highway, forming :a part of a State 
highway, according to the standards aforesaid, the 
State Highway Commissioner is hereiby authorized and 
empowered to maintain and repair' said road, street, 
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or highway, at the cost and expense of said borough or 
incorporated town, after giving five days' prior notice 
to the councHs of any such borough or incorporated 
town of the intention to do said work of maintenance 
and repair: Provided further, That upon the neglect 
or refusal of any borough or incorporated town to 
pay, such cost and expenses within sixty days after 
the completion of such maintenance or repairs, that 
State Highway Commissioner shall take such action 
as is necessary to collect the same from the said bor
ough or incorporated town refusing to make the re
quired payment: And provided further, That all im
provement, reconstruction, and maintenance of any 
road, street, or highway in boroughs or incorporated 
towns shall be of the same character as that done in 
townships. 

APPROVED-The 12th day ?f l\fay, A. D. 1925. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 320. 

AN ACT 

Providing for the alteration of the boundaries of counties in 
certain cases for the adjustment of the indebtedness thereof; 
prov.iding the effect thereof. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That where a part of 
the county, or a borough which constitutes a part of 
a county, is so located that it is to the best interest of 
such part of a county or borough so l:ocated and of 
the inhabitants tl1ereof and of the inhabitants of the 
adjoining county or city that such part of a county 
or borough be annexed to an adjoining county, the 
court of quarter sessions of the county wherein such 
part or borough is then situate may on petition de
cree such alterations of the boundaries of the county 
as shall be for the best interest of the inhabitants 
aforesaid and of the inhabitants of the adjoining 
county or city. The term "part of county," as used in 
this act, shall not inciude an area greater than two 
hundred and fifty acres nor an area containing a popu
lation of over two thousand inhabitants. 

Section 2. The petition shall not be considered 
unless it shall : 

(1) Be signed by not lessi than two-thirds of the 
qualified electors of the part of the county or bor
ough so located, and 

(2) Be signed by not less than two-thirds in num
. ber and interest of the owner.s of real estate in such 
part of a county or borough; the valuation to be as 
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