
SESSION OF 1925 .. 

No. 379. 

AN ACT 

To amend sections fourteen, fifteen, and seventeen of an act, ap
proved the twenty-fifth dny of July, one d1ousand nine hundred 
and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, one thousand three hundred 
eleven), entitled "An act vroviding for the establishment of a 
State Industrial Home for Women; authorizing the purchase 
of a site, and the erection thereon and e<).uipment of necessary 
buildings; providing for the commitment to said State Indus
trial Home for \Vomen of females between the ages of sixteen 
and thirty years, convicted of, or pleading guilty to, the com
mission of any criminal offense ; and providing for the govern
ment and manag~ment of said institutioII/; and making an ap
propriation to carry out the purposes of this act," by changing 
the procedure of transfer, sentence, and qommitment, and mak
ing .certain changes in the eligibility of women prisoners for 
commitment to said institution, and p~oviding a method of 
transfer to and from Laurelton State Villlage. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., 'that sections four
teen, fifteen, and seventeen of an act, approved the 
twenty-fifth day of July, one thc!>usand nine hun
dred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, <me thousand three 
hundred eleven), entitled "An act providing for the 
establishment of a State Industrial l:I.ome for Women; 
authorizing the purchase of a sitei and the erection 
thereon and equipment of necessary buildings; pro
viding for the commitment to said State Industrial 
Home for "'omen of females between the ages of 
sixteen and thirty years, convicted of, or pleading 
guilty to, the commission of any criminal offense; 
and providing for the government and management 
of said institution; and making an appropriation to 
carry out the purposes of this act/' is hereby amend
ed to read as follows: 

Section 14. vVhenever there is unoccupied room in 
the Industrial Home the hoard of [lmanagers] trustees 
may make requisitions upon the authorities of any 
penitentiary or prison, who shall select such number as 
is required by such requisition from among the female 
inmates thereof, beginning with the1 most youthful.well· 
behaved, and [most] promising [women convicts in the 
State and county prisons of the class described in sec
tion fifteen of this act,] of such intnntes who hn.r.e the 
longest unexpired terms to serve, and transfer them to 
the State Industrial Home for Women for education 
and treatment under the rules and regulations thereof, 
and the board of [managers] trustees are hereby au
thorized to receive, and detain du.ring the t•emninder 
of the term of their sentence to tbe State or county 
prisons [prison], such prisoners so transferred, and 
the laws applicable to convicts in the state or county 
prisons [prison], so far as they relate to the commu
tation of imprisonment for good conduct and the pro-
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visions of this act, shall be applicable to said convicts 
when transferred under this section. 

Section 15. Any court of record in this Common-
wealth, exercising criminal jurisdiction, may, in its 
discretion, sentence to the [said] State Industrial 
Home for Women any female [between) over sixteen 
f and thirty] years of age, upon conviction for, or upon 

pleading guilty of, the commission of any criminal 
Notice to courts offense punishable under the laws of this State. A.fter 
that home is ready 
(<I receive rnch due notice given to all courts of record exercising crirn-
i>!'isoncrR. inal jurisdiction in this Commonwea.zth by the board 

of trustees of sci id State Indirntrial Horne for Women 
that the said home is prevared to receive all ioomen so 
convicted or pleading giiilty of an offense punishable 
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by imprisonment for more than a year who shall be 
sentenced to imprisonment, such sentence in all cases 
shall be to confinement in said State Industrial Home 
for Women. [Said] Every sentence imposed pursuant to 
this act shall in the C(t8C of women under twenty-five 
years of age be merely a general one to the State In-
dustrial Home for Women, and shall not fix or limit 
the duration thereof; and in the case of women twenty
five years of age and over shall be as 1-wociided by the 
act, approved .the twenty-nfoth da,y of June, one thou
sand nine hnndred and twenty-three (Pamphlet f;aws, 
nine hundred seventy-five), number three hundred and 
ninety-seven, entitled "An act to amend section six of 
the a.ct, approved the nineteenth day of Jnne, one thou.
sand nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, one 
thous(ld1,d fifty-five), entitled 'An act authorizing the 
release on probation of certain convicts, instead of im
posing sentences; the appointment of {[Jrobation and 
parole officers, and the payment of their scilaries and 
expenses j regulating the manner of sentencing con
i;icts in certa,in cases, and prov·iding for their release 
on parole; their conviction of crime during parole, and 
their rearre8t nnd reconviction for breach of pwrole j 
and extending the powers cind duties of boards of pris
on inspe,ctors of penitentiaries.'" The duration of 
such imprisonment, including the time spent on parole, 
shall not exceed three years, for any and all women so 
sentenced under the age of twenty-fitie years, except 
where the maximum term specffied by law for the crimp 
for whlich the prisone:r was sentenced shall exceed that 
period, in which event such maximum term, including 
the time spent on parole, shall be the limit of deten
tion under the provisions of this act; bwt for any nnd 
all women sentenced to said State Industrial Home for 
Women of the age of twenty-five years and more tlu~ 
board of trustees may, at its discretion, at the expira
tion of the minimt~m term of sentence of such inr;iatf' 
of twenty-five or more years of age, place such inmate 
on parole. 1-'laid parole 8hall not extencl for a greater 
period than the rrvaa:imum term of said commitment. 



SESSION OF 1925. 

Upon the commitment or transfer of any w01;nen to the 
State Inditstrial Home for Women the board of mlina
gers thereof shall segregate and keep <tpart in separate 
cottages the more hardened off enders., 

[Section 17. The board of manag\lrs of the Indus
trial Home may transfer temporarily to either State 
penitentiary any female committed to the Industrial 
Home who may be incorrigible, or '\Vhose presence in 
the Industrial Home may be seriously detrimental to 
the well-being of ihe institution. 'J'he managers may 
subsequently, by written requisitioni require the re
turn to the Industrial Home of any female who may 
have been so transferred.] 

Section 17. Whenever an ininate of the State Indus
trial Home for Wornen shall be founrJ, to be mentflllJ! 
defective to such a degree as to be seri()usly detrimenf,rrl 
to the well being of the institution, or whenerer 'lfl!/ 
such inmate by reason of such defect cannot properly 
be cared for therein, the board of trustees of the IndiM
trial Home shall so notify the Depa,rthnent of Welfare. 
After investigation the Department of Welfare Nwy 
then authorize the board of trustees of the Industrial 
Home for Women to malce aPJJlicati01~ for the co mm,it
m:ent of the said inmate to the Laurelton State Village 
in accordance with the procedure pre8cr'ibed by .~ectfon 
tJJvree hu!Udred anrl ,eleven of the aot, apprm:ed the 
eleventh day of July, one thousand nitie hundre1l tw'3n
ty-three (PamJ;phlet Laws, nine h111tndr:ed ninety-eight}, 
entitle1l "An act for the prevention 1;tnd treatment vf 
mental diseases, mental defect, cpilep'8y and inebriety; 
regulating the admission and commitment of mentai 
patients to hospitals for mental (li8<:Ja.ses and insiitll
tions for mental defectiv'es and epileptics; got1en11-t1,r1 
the transfer, discharge, inter-state rendition, and de
portation of nwntai patiernts j providing for the pay
ment by individuals, counties, or the (Jommonwealth of 
the cost of the admission, care, and di$charge of mental 
patients; and imposing. penaUies_" 

APPROVED-The 14th day of May, A. D. 1925. 

GIFFO~D PINCHOT. 
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