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or for part cash and a mortgage to run from the pur
chaser to the Commonwealth. When the terms and con
ditions of such sale shall have been agreed upon and 
approved, the Department of J u.stice is hereby author
ized and directed to execute and deliver a deed or other 
appropriate document conveying or transferring the 
property. Any such conveyance or transfer shall be 
free and clear of all liens and encumbrances in favor 
of the Commonwealth, except the lien of a purchase 
money mortgage, if any, contemporaneously executed 
and delivered to the Commonwealth. 

Section 4. It shall be unlawful for any State officer 
or employe, or any member of the family of such officer 
or employe, to purchase, directly or indirectly, any prop
erty acquired by the Oommonwealth at a judicial sale 
under the provisions of this act. 

Section 5. This act shall become effective on the first 
day of June, one thou.sand nine hundred and thirty-one. 

APPROVED-The 29th day of May, A. D. 1931. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No. 128 

AN ACT 

Providing for the creation and incorporation as municipal 
corporations, and for the management and operation, of 
water supply districts to furnish and supply water to the 
public residing therein and to public and private corpora
tions and the Commonwealth, and its agencies, through the 
construction of water-works and facilities, and/or the ac
quisition of the property, water-works, rights, and franchises 
of public and private corporations, copartnerships, associa
tions, and individuals furnishing and supplying water to 
the public in said districts ; prescribing the powers and 
duties of such districts, and the officers thereof; conferrin:::
jurisdiction on courts of common pleas in connection there
with ; and imposing certain costs and charges preliminarily 
on counties. 

CONTENTS 
ARTICliE 

I. PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 
Section 1. Defin,itions. 
Section 2. Act to be Known and Cited. 
Section 3. Provisions Severable. 

II. CREATION AND INCORPORATION OF WATER SUPPLY 
DISTRICTS; PROCEDURE TO CREATE DISTRICTS. 

Section 20. Jurisdiction of Courts. 
Section 21. Petition for the Creation of a District; 

Bond of Petitioners. 
Section 22. Ascertainment of Validity of Petitions. 
Section 23. Notice of Filing Petition and Hear.ing. 

215 

Department of 
Justice to execute 
deed. 

Liens and 
encumberances: 

Purchase by 
State officer or 
employe 
prohibited. 

Etrect.lve date. 



216 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Section 24. Objections to Creation and Incorpora-
tion of Districts. 

Section 25. Hearings, Decrees, Appeals, and Bond. 
Section 26. Recording Decree ; Ev.idence. 
Section 35. Board of Directors; Oath, Bond, 

Compensation. 
Section 36. Organization of Boards; Quorum, 

Seal, Records. 
Section 37. Duties of Chairman and Vice-Chair

man. 
Section 38. Duties of Secretary. 
Section 39. Duties of Treasurer. 

(c) Audits 
Section 45. Appointment of Auditor; General 
· Duties. 
Section 46. Surcharges. 
"Section 47. Orders and Vouchers to be l\farked 

"Audited." 
Section 48. Auditor to Advertise and File State-

ment in Court. . 
Section 49. Appeals from Audit. 
Section 50. Taxpayers Appealing to Enter Bond. 
Section 51. Taxpayers May Intervene in Appeals. 
Section 52. Procedure on Appeals. 
Section 53. Framed Issues. 
Section 54. Findings of Fact and Law; Judgment. 
Section 55. Exceptions and Appeals. 
Section 56. Balances Due to be Entered as Judg-

ments. 
Section 57. Attorney to Auditor. 
Section 58. Compensation of Auditor. 
Section 59. Auditor May Compel Attendance of 

·witnesses. 
Section 60. Auditor May Administer Oaths; Pen

alty. 
Section 61. Persons Refusing to Testify to be 

Committed. 
Section 62. Pay of Witnesses. 

r n. PoWERs oF w ATER SuPPLY D1STR10Ts 

Section 70. General powers. 
Section 71. Specific powers. 

IV. CONSTRUCTION AND ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY 

AND WORKS 
Section 80. Rights upon Acquisition. 
Section 81. Notice of Intention to Acquire by 

Right of Eminent Domain Property and Works. 
S€ction 82. Hearing on Proposal to Acquire. Prop

erty and Works. 
Section 83. Owners to Furnish Maps and Drafts 

of. Property and Works. 
Section 84. Execution of Contracts for Purchase; 

Financjng. 



SESSION OF 1931. 

Section 85. Methods of Valuation. 
Section 86. Petition for the Appointment of 

Viewers. 
Section 87. Appointment of Viewers. 
Section 88. Powers and Dutie:il of Viewers. 
Section 89. Liens. 
Section 90. Notice of Filing Report. 
Section 91. Exceptions to Report. 
Section 92. Hearing on Exceptions. 
Section 93. Appeals from Confirmation after Ex

ceptions. 
Section 94. Appeals from Reports of V,iewers for 

Jury Trial. 
Section 95. Notices; Appeals from Court Below. 
Section 96. Costs. 
Section 97. Completion of Financing Plans; No

tice of Time when Payment to be Made and 
Possession Assumed. 

Section 98. Payment of Money into Court; Writ 
of Possession. 

Section 99. Bond and Proceeding for AC'crued 
Values. 

Section 100. Exclusive System of Law. 
Section 101. Repealer. 
Section 102. Effective Date. 

ARTICLE I 

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Definitions.-Be it enacted, &c., That
The word ''districts,'' as used in this act, shall be 

construed to mean water supply districts created and in
corporated as municipal corporations in the Common
wealth of Pennsylvania, and managed and operated in 
accordance with the provisions of this act and any 
amendments and supplements thereto. 

The word ''municipality,'' if, and when, used in this 
act, may be construed to mean and include a county, 
city, borough, incorporated town, poor district, school 
district or township now existing or hereafter created. 

The word "board,,, as used in this act, shall be con
strued to mean the board of directors, constituted and 
appointed under this act, to govern and manage the af
fairs of any water district created in accordance with 
this act. 

The word "company," as used in this act, shall be 
construed to mean any person, co-partnership, associa
tion, and/or corporation engaged in a public utility 
business for the storage and/or supply of water to the 
public. 

The word "court," as used in this act, shall be con
strued to include the court of common pleas of the 
county wherein reside the greater number of consumers 
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and other patrons to be supplied with water by the 
district proposed to be created and ,incorporated in ac
cordance with the provisions of this act. 

The words ''owner'' or ''owners'' shall be construed 
to mean and include any individual or individuals, as
sociation or associations, co-partnership or co-partner
ships, corporation or corporations, or municipality or 
municipalities, who own, in whole or in part, any prop
erty or works in use or usable for the purpose of fur
nishing and supplying water to the public in the Com
monwealth of Pennsylvania, and the acquisition of which 
is desired by a water supply district. 

The words ''property and works,'' as used in this 
act, shall be construed to mean and include a plant or 
plants, property, franchises, real estate, contracts, leases, 
personal property, rights, privileges, easements, water 
rights, water sheds, water courses, reservoirs, dams, con
duits, pipes, channels and all and every other matter 
or thing used for the storage and/or supply of water 
to the public. 

Section 2. Short Title.-This act shall be known, 
and may be cited, as "The Water Supply District Law." 

Section 3. Constitutional Construction.-The provi
sions of this act are severable and, if any provisions 
hereof are held to be unconstitutional, the decision so 
holding shall not be construed to affect or impair the 
remaining provisions of this act. It is hereby declared 
as the legislative intent that this act would have been 
adopted had such unconstitutional provision not been 
included therein. 

ARTICLE II 
CREATION AND INCORPORATION oF WATER SUPPLY Drs

TRICTS 

(a) Procedure to Create Distr.icts 
Section 20. Jurisdiction of Courts.-That the sev

eral courts of common pleas within this Commonwealth 
shall have power in manner provided by law to create 
and incorporate as municipal corporations what shall be 
known as "Water Supply Districts," without regard to 
the population thereof, provided that the petition or pe
titions hereinafter described for the creation or incorpo
ration of any water supply district shall be presented to 
the court of common pleas of the county or that part 
thereof embraced in proposed district in which are lo
eated at the time of filing said petition or petitions the 
greater number of the consumers then being supplied 
wjth water service in said contemplated or proposed 
water supply district. 

Each of said courts, as hereinbefore defined, of any 
county of the Commonwealth shall have power and 
jurisdiction to create and incorporate a district or dis
tricts which may be co-extensive in territory with the 



SESSION OF 1931. 

county of such. court or include only part of such county 
or a part of such county and a part or parts of one or 
more other counties which can, in the opinion of the 
court, reasonably and conveniently be created a district. 
The territory of such a district need not be contiguous 
if it is so situate that, in the opinion of the court, it 
can reasonably be included in the territory compri$ing 
a proposed district. Upon the creation of any such dis
trict, the said court shall have jurisdiction co-extensive 
with the boundaries and lim,its of said district of all 
matters and affairs properly coming before said court 
concerning said district. 

Section 21. Petition for the Creation of a District; 
Bond of Petitioners.-A petition to create such a district, 
to be signed, either (a) by at least five hundred (500) 
owners of real estate in the district proposed to be 
created, or (b) by owners of real estate equal in assessed 
value to at least one-half of the assessed value of real 
estate as shown by the last preceding revised assessment 
for county purposes in the district proposed to be 
created, may be filed as hereinafter provided. 

Such petition shall set forth : 
(a) The name of the proposed district; 
(b) A general description of the territory to be in

cluded in the proposed district. The description need 
not be given by metes and bounds, but shall be deemed 
sufficient if described by the corporate names of the 
municipalities or parts thereof to be included; 

( c) A statement of the reasons for the creation of 
such district ; 

(d) A prayer of the petitioners for the creation of 
the district. 

Several petitions· may be prepared and filed for the 
creation of the same district which may be considered 
together for such proceeding as one petition. Additional 
petitions may be filed, prior to the time fixed for the 
hearing of any such orginial petition, which may be 
considered as though filed with, and a part of, the pe
tition first placed on file. 

Each petition shall be sworn to by at least one of 
the petitioners circulating the same, averring that to the 
best of his knowledge the signatures on such petition 
are bona fide and that the signers are owners of real 
estate within said contemplated or proposed district. 
Said petitions shall be filed with the prothonotary of 
said court or judge thereof in chambers. 

At the time of the filing of the original petition or 
petitions in said proceeding, 'a bond shall be furnished 
by one or more of said petitioners, with sufficient se
curity, in an amount to be fixed by said court, or any 
judge thereof in chambers, conditioned for the payment 
of all court costs and expenses in connection w.ith said 
lJlatter in the event of a dism,issal by said court, or on 
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appeal of said petition or petitions, which bond when 
approved by the court, or judge thereof, as aforesaid, 
shall be filed in the office of prothonotary of said court. 

Section 22. Ascertainment Of Validity of Pe
titions.-In determining whether sufficient owners of 
real estate, either in number or value, as provided by 
section twenty-one of tb,is act, have signed any such 
petition or petitions, the court shall be governed by the 
names of owners of real estate as they appear on the 
last adjusted county assessment tax records, available 
at the time such petitions were filed. When any pe
tition or several petitions together are insufficiently 
signed by genuine signatures, as required by this act, 
the same may be dismissed by the court without preju
dice to the filing of a petition or petitions for a pro
ceeding de novo. 

No petition or petitions containing the requisite num
ber of genuine signatures shall be dismissed by the 
court on account of defects, but the court may, at any . 
time, permit any such petition or petitions to be amended 
in form and substance to conform to the facts and the 
requirements of this act. 

Section 23. Notice of_ Filing Petition and Hear
ing.-The court or any judge thereof .in chambers, 
upon application of counsel for the petitioners, shall 
fix a place and time for a hearing on any such pe
tition or petitions, which time of hearing shall be 
fixed not less than thirty days from said presentation, 
and said hearing may be before said court or any law 
judge thereof. Notice of such hearing shall· be given 
by the petitioners once a week for three consecutive 
weeks in at least two newspapers of general circulation 
published in the county of the court" having jurisdiction, 
and in the legal journal, if any, designated by rule of 
said court for the publication of legal notices, of the 
filing of the petition, and of the time and place fixed 
for hearing thereon. 

Section 24. Objections to Creation and Incorporation 
of Districts.-Objections to the creation of any dis
trict so petitioned for, giving the reasons therefor, may 
be made by any owner of real estate or any party in 
interest, in writing, filed with the prothonotary of such 
court, at least ten days before the day set by the court 
for hearing. 

Section 25. Hearings, Decrees, Appeals, and Bond.
When any such petition or petitions comes to a 
hearing, the matter shall be advanced by the court, 
or law judge thereof, b~fore whom said hearing is 
being had, without unnecessary delay. Upon the con
clusion of the hearing, if there shall appear to the 
court, after considering all the evidence, that the ob
jections to the petition or petitions, if any, are not 
well founded, i:p. fact or law, and that the :purposes of 
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this act will be subserved and the general welfare and 
best interests of the public within the contemplated dis
trict, as regards a proper and adequate water serv.ice at 
reasonable rates to the consumers of said water, will be 
promoted by granting the prayer of the petitioners, 
the court shall decree the creation and incorporation 
of a water supply district, fixing its corporate name and 
the boundaries thereof, and decree such district to be 
a municipal corporation under the constitution and laws 
of this Commonwealth. 

When a district is so created or incorporated the cost.s 
of the proceeding 'shall be paid by the county in which 
said petition has been filed, which county shall be fully 
reimbursed said costs, with legal interest thereon, by 
the district as soon as sufficient funds thereof become 
available. 

If the court shall be of the opinion that the objections 
to the petition or petitions are well founded in fact 
or law, and/or that the purposes of this act will not 
be subserved or that the general welfare and best in
terest of the public within the contemplated water sup
ply district as regards a proper and adequate water 
service at reasonable rates to the consumers of said 
water, will not be promoted by granting the prayer of 
the petition, it shall dismiss the petition without preju
dice to the filing of future petitions. Upon the dis
missal of any such petition, the costs of the proceedings 
shall be paid by the petitioners. 

From any decree of the court, creating or incorporat
ing a district or dismissing a petition, any petitioner 
or any party in interest may appeal to the Superior or 
Supreme Court as provided by law, but not later than 
thirty days after such decree is entered, upon filing in 
the office of the prothonotary a bond in an amount to 
be fixed by the court, conditioned for the payment of 
all costs accruing on such appeal. If no such appeal 
is taken within said thirty days, the decree of the court 
shall be final. 

Section 26. Recording Decree; Evidence.-Within 
thirty days after a district has been created or incorpo
rated by final decree of the court below or upon appeal, 
the prothonotary of the court shall transmit a copy of the 
decree, duly certified to the Secretary of the Common
wealth who shall lay the same before the Governor. The 
Governor shall thereupon cause letters patent to issue, 
declaring such district to be a municipal corporation of 
the Commonwealth. The decree andletters patent shall be 
recorded· in the office of the Secretary of the Common
wealth, and copies thereof certified by the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, shall be recorded in the office of the 
recorder of deeds of each county in which any of the 
territory of such district may be situate, who shall re
cord the same in his office. 
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Copies of such decrees and letters patent after such 
recording shall, when duly certified by the recorder of 
deeds or the Secretary of the Commonwealth, under 
their respective hands and seals, be rece,ived in evidence 
in all courts and elsewhere. 

The costs of recording said decrees and letters patent 
shall be paid by the county in which said incorporation 
petition or petitions have been filed, which county shall 
be fully reimbursed therefor, with legal interest thereon, 
by the district as soon as sufficient funds become there
for available. 

(b) Officers of Districts 
Section 35. Board of Directors; Oath, Bond, Com

pensation.-Within ten days after the certified copies 
of the decree of court and letters patent are recorded 
with the recorder of deeds as aforesaid, the court shall 
appoint three persons, who shall be qualified electors 
and resident freeholders within the district, as a boa.rd 
of directors to manage the affairs of the district. The 
first appointments shall be for the following terms: 
One for two years, one for four years, and one for six 
years, from the date of their respective appointments. 
'rhereafter all appointments by the court to member
ship of the board, where terms expire, shall be for terms 
of six years. Vacancies in the membership of the 
board shall be filled by the court for the unexpired term. 

The court shall fix the compensation of the members 
of the board, which shall not exceed six thousand dol
lars ($6,000.00) per annum, payable from the funds of 
the district. 

Each member of the board, before entering upon the 
duties of his office, shall take and subscribe an oath be
fore an officer authorized to administer oaths, that he 
will honestly, faithfully and impartially perform the 
duties of his office, and that he will not be pecuniarily 
interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract con
cerning the business or affairs of the district. Each 
member of the board shall also give bond to the Com
monwealth for the use of the district in the penal sum 
of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) with corporate 
surety, conditioned for the faithful and honest dis
charge of his duties. The premium on such bonds shall 
be paid from the funds of the district. The oath and 
bond shall be filed with the prothonotary of the court. 

Section 36. Organization of Board; Quorum, Seal, 
Records.-The boarq, shall upon its appointment, and 
annually thereafter, organize by the election of one 
of its members as chairman and one as vice-chairman, 
and by electing a secretary who may or may not be a 
member of the board, and a treasurer who may not be a 
member of the board. The secretary and treasurer shall 
take and subscribe the same oath of office as the di-
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rectors, which also shall be filed with the prothonotary 
of the court; the directors shall constitute a quorum 
to do business, and the concurrence of two directors 
shall be required to exercise any power or perform any 
duty required by this act. 

The board shall keep a record of all its proceedings, 
minutes of meetings, certificates, contracts, and all cor
porate acts, which shall be public records open to in
spection during business hours. The seal of the district 
shall be impressed on all contracts and official documents 
of the district. 

Section 37. Duties of Chairman and Vice-Chair
man.-The . principal duties of the chairman of the 
board of directors, other than his duties as a director, 
shall be-

I. To preside at all meetings of the board; 
II. To s,ign all resolutions adopted by the board; 

and 
III. To sign all warrants for the payment of moneys, 

and to sign, execute and acknowledge, as the case may 
require, all contracts, deeds, leases, or other instruments 
authorized by the board to be executed by or on behalf 
of the district or required by this act to be approved 
by the court. . 

In the absence of the chairman, or in the case of 
his inability to act, the vice-chairman shall perform the 
duties of the chairman. 

Section 38. Duties of Secretary.-The principal du
ties of the secretary shall be-

I. To give bond to the Commonwealth for the use 
of the district in an amount to be fixed by the board 
conditjoned for the faithful performance of the duties 
of his office and the payment over and accounting of 
all moneys belonging to the district. Such bond shall 
be filed with the prothonotary of the court. 

IL To act as secretary of the board; and keep a 
correct and proper record of all the business and pro
ceedings thereof. 

III. To record and sign all minutes of meetings of 
the board, ,illcluding . all resolutions adopted by the 
~ud; · 

IV. To safely and systematically keep all records 
and files of the district, and, at the expiration of his 
term, turn the same over to his successor. 

V. To draw and countersign all orders and warrants 
for the payment of money by the treasurer, to be signed 
by the chairman or vice-chairman. 

VI. To safely keep the corporate seal of the district 
and to affix the same to all deeds, leases, conveyances or 
other instruments required to be sealed and executed by 
or on behalf of the district, and to all certificates made 
by him as secretary. · 
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VII. To sign, execute and acknowledge, with the 
chairman, all contracts, deeds, leases and other instru
ments required by law or authorized by the board to 
be executed by or on behalf of the district; and to per
form such other duties as may be imposed on him by 
law or by vote or resolution adopted by the board. 

Section 39. Duties of Treasurer.-The principal du
ties of the treasurer shall be-

I. To give bond to the Commonwealth for the use of 
the di<>trict in an amount to be fixed by the board, con
ditioned for the faithful discharge of the duties of his 
office, to keep a just account of all receipts and ex
penditures, and to pay over the whole amount of the 
funds belonging to the district to his successor in office; 

IL To demand, receive, keep and account for all· 
moneys and credits of the district; 

III. ·To pay to persons, entitled thereto, the amounts 
called for in orders or warrants drawn upon him by the 
secretary of the district, signed by the chairman or 
vice-chairman, and countersigned by the secretary, and to 
keep receipts, vouchers, and other suitable evidences of 
payment thereof; 

IV. To keep accurate account of all moneys received 
and disbursed by him, and to render accounts, state
ments, and inventories of moneys and credits received 
or disbursed or on hand; and 

V. Generally to perform such duties pertaining to 
his office, as the board of directors may require. 

(c) Audits 

Section 45. Appointment of Auditor; General 
Duties.-On or before the first Monday of January 
in each and every year, the court shall appoint a certi
fied public accountant or firm of certified public ac
countants to audit, adjust and settle the accounts of 
the officers and tax collectors of the district. 

The auditor shall prepare a statement thereof which 
shall contain an account of the last fiscal year, which 
shall be the calendar year, and shall show a complete 
statement of the financial condition of the district, giving 
the actual indebtedness, including any amount secured 
by lien only, the amount of the funded debt, the amount 
of the :floating debt, the valuation of the taxable prop
erty in the district, the assets of the district with their 
character, and the date of the maturity of the respective 
forms of debt .. 

Section 46. Surcharges.-The amount of any balance 
or shortage, or of any expenditure of a kind or made in a 
manner prohibited or not authorized by law, which 
caused a :financial loss to the district, shall be a sur
charge against any officer or tax collector against whom 
such balance or shortage appears, or who by vote, act 
or neglect has permitted or approved such expenditures. 
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Section 47. Orders and Vouchers to be Marked 
".Audited. "-All orders and vouchers, which have been 
paid, shall, on their presentation to the auditor, be can
celled by writing the word ''audited'' on the face 
thereof. 

Section 48. Auditor to Advertise and File State
ment in Court.-The auditor shall complete such audit, 
adjustment, and settlement, as soon as possible, and 
shall, within ten days thereafter, publish a sumn:iary 
statement of the receipts and expenditures of the several 
officers for the preceding year, and once in at least two 
newspapers circulating generally in the district. The 
auditor shall also, within such period of ten days, file a 
copy of the statement with the secretary of the district, 
and also with the prothonotary of the court, which shall 
be at all times subject to public inspection. A copy of 
such statement shall also be filed w.ith the Secretary of 
Internal Affairs. 

Section 49. .Appeals from Audit.-It shall be lawful 
for the district, or any taxpayer thereof, on its behalf, 
or any officer whose account is settled or audited, to ap
peal from the settlement or audit to the court within 
thirty days after the statement has been filed. 

Section 50. Taxpayers Appealing to Enter Bond.
No appeal by a taxpayer or officer shall be allowed 
unless the appellant shall enter into bond in the sum of 
five hundred dollars, with sufficient surety, to prosecute 
the same with effect and to pay all costs accruing there
on, in case, if the appellant be a taxpayer, he shall fail 
to obtain a final decision more favorable to the district 
than that awarded by the auditor, or, in case the ap
pellant be an officer, he shall fail to obtain a final deci
sion more favorable to the officer than that awarded by 
the auditor. 

Section 51. Taxpayers May Intervene in Appeals.
Whenever an appeal has been taken from the report of 
the auditor by the district, or by any person charged in 1 

such report with any sum of money, any taxpayer of 
the district may intervene in such appeal, and either 
prosecute the same on its behalf, or defend it against 
the appeal of the person so charged. No taxpayer shall 
intervene unless he shall file in the court a bond w.ith 
one or more sufficient sureties, conditioned to indemnify 
the district against all costs accruing by reason of such 
intervention. 

Section 52. Procedure on .Appeals.-Any person in
terested may order the appeal upon the argument list, 
and evidence may be taken before any person author
.ized to administer oaths upon rule for that purpose 
served upon the opposite party. In any proceeding 
upon an appeal from a report of the auditor of any 
district, the accounts of the officer or officers in .question 
may be investigated de novo, and the burden shall be 
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upon each officer, whoii?e accounts are involved in the 
appeal, of establishing by evidence from original sources, 
his right to credits claimed by him, but the opposing 
party in such appeal may use any. facts, figures, or find
ings of the report of audit as prima facie evidence 
against any officer. 

When more than one appeal from a report of such 
auditor shall have been taken, whether by the district 
or an officer or officers thereof, or by a taxpayer, or 
any or all of them, the court shall, upon petition of any 
party interested, direct the several appeals to be dis
posed of in a single proceeding. 

Section 53. Framed Issues.-Whenever any matter 
of fact is in dispute, the court is authorized to frame 
an issue for the trial thereof. 

Section 54. Findings of Fact and Law; Judgment.
After hearing, the court shall file its findings of fact 
and law and enter judgment in accordance therewith, 
and the judgment so entered may be enforced by any 
appropriate proceedings by the party prevailing. 

Section 55. Exceptions and Appeals.-Any person 
interested may except to the ruling of the court, and 
may appeal therefrom to the Superior pr Supreme 
Court as in other cases. 

Section 56. Balances Due to be Entered as Judg
ments.-Any balance in any report of the auditor 
against any officer of the district shall constitute a 
surcharge against such officer, as fully as if expressly 
stated in said report to be a surcharge, and the amount 
of any balance, and of any express surcharge, shall be 
entered by the prothonotary as a judgment against such 
officer and in favor of the district. The prothonotary 
shall enter the amount of every balance or surcharge, 
contained in any such report, as a judgment. Any tax
payer of the district may enforce the collection thereof, 
for the benefit of the district, by action or execution, 
upon filing in the court a bond, with one or more sur
eties, conditioned to indemnify the district from all costs 
which may accrue in the proceedings undertaken by 
such taxpayer, subject, however, to all rights of appeal 
from the report of the auditor granted by this act. 

Section 57. Attorney to Auditor.-The district 
auditor may employ an attorney in case any disagree
ment with an official or board of officials whose accounts 
he is required to audit. Such attorney shall not be 
employed until reasonable effort has been made to.reach 
an agreement, and only after notice of such cont~m
plated employment has been given to such official or 
board. . 

The compensation of such attorney shall be fixed by 
the auditor, and shall not exceed the sum of twenty 
dollars per day nor one hundred dollars in any case 
in dispute, except whenever an appeal is taken, in 
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which case the court shall fix an a(l.ditional compensa
tion. 

The compensation of such attorney shall be paid by 
the district by warrant drawn by the auditor upon the 
treasurer. 

Section 58. Compensation of Auditor.-The auditor 
shall receive such compensation as the court shall fix. 

Section 59. Auditor May Compel Attendance of 
Witnesses.-The auditor shall have power to issue sub
poenas to obtain the attendance of the officers whose ac
counts they are required to adjust, their executors and 
administrators, and of any persons whom he may wish 
to examine as witnesses, and to compel their attendance 
by attachment, in like manner and to the same exten~ 
as any court of common ·pleas of this State may or 
can do in cases depending before them; also to compel 
in like manner the production of all books, vouchers, 
and papers relative to such accounts. Such subpoena 
may be served by any person, and such attachment shall 
be served and executed by the sheriff of the county of 
the court or any constable. 

Section 60. Auditor May Administer Oaths; Pen
alty.-The auditor shall have power to administer oaths 
and affirmations to all persons brought or appearing 
before him, whether accountants, witnesses, or other
wise ; and all persons guilty of swearing or affirming 
falsely on such examination shall be liable to the pains 
and penalties of perjury. 

Section 61. Persons Refusing to Testify to be Com
mitted.-If any person, appearing before such auditor 
for examination, shall refuse to take such oath or affirm
ation, or, after having been sworn or affirmed, shall re
fuse to make answer to such questions as shall l;Je put 
to him by the auditor touching the accounts or the 
official conduct of such public officers or any of them, 
such person so refusing may be committed by the 
auditor to the county jail, by warrant, under his hand 
and seal, directed to the sheriff or any constable of the 
county of the court, setting forth particularly the cause 
of such commitment, until he shall submit to be sworn 
or affirmed or to make answers to such questions or be 
otherwise legally discharged. 
S~tion 62. Pay of Witnesses.-Witnesses, other than 

officers of the district, attending before the auditor, and 
perso~s or officers serving subpoenas, attachments, or 
warrants, shall be paid, out of the district treasury upon 
orders signed by the auditor and drawn on the district 
treasury, the same fees as are payable for rendering 
similar services in civil proceedings before a justice 
of the peace. 
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.ARTICLE III 

POWERS OF w ATER SUPPLY DISTRICTS 

Section 70. General Powers.-.A water supply dis
trict may-

I. Have succession perpetually by its corporate name; 
IL Sue and be sued and complain and defend in 

the courts of the Commonwealth. .All actions by or 
against the district shall be brought in the court hav
ing jurisdiction over the district. 

III. .Adopt and use a common seal and alter the same 
at pleasure. 

Section 71. Specific Powers.-The powers of a water 
supply district shall be vested in its board of directors. 
The board shall have power, by resolution or otherwise 
when a resolution is not herein required-

!. By-Laws; Meetings. To adopt by-laws to govern 
the proceedings of the directors and the affairs of the 
district; to fix the time for regular meetings and to 
hold adjourned meetings, and, upon three days' written 
notice to each member of the board, to hold a special 
meeting. 

IL Contracts and Other Acts. To make and exe
cute such contracts and to do such other acts as shall 
be deemed necessary and proper in the exercise of the 

... powers and privileges granted by this act, and in the 
performance of the duties charged upon them, and to 
exercise such other and different powers as shall ~e 
conferred by law. 

III. Appointment of Officers and Employes. To ap
point and employ a secretary, treasurer, general man
ager, attorney and such assistant attorneys, superintend
ents, experts, operators, workmen, assistants, stenog
raphers, clerks, engineers, surveyors, laborers and em
ployes as may be deemed necessary and proper to pro
tect, maintain, improve, and operate the property and 
works and affairs of the district; to fix their com pen
sation; to prescribe the amount and form of bond re
quired of them and to approve the same. 

IV. Business Office. To maintain a principal busi
ness office, which shall be conveniently located within 
the territorial limits of the district. 

V. Taxation. If and when necessary to levy an 
annual tax, not exceeding three mills on each dollar of 
the assessed valuation, on all property within the dis
trict, taxable for county purposes and on the valuation 
used for county tax purposes. The board of dire~ tors 
shall have power to prepare duplicates of such taxes by 
municipal districts, and provide for the collection of 
such taxes by issuing warrants to the respective col
lectors of taxes of each incorporated town, city, borough, 
and township within the district. The compensation 
for the collection of such taxes shall be fixed by the 
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