
12-06 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

No. 331 

AN ACT 
Concerning townships of the first class; amending, revising, 

consolidating, and changing the law rela.ting thereto; 

CONTENTS 
Article 

I. Preliminary Provisions, ........ . 
II. Classification and Creation of 

Townships of the First Class, 
(a) Classification, ............. . 
(b) Creation of Townships of the 

First Class from Townships 
of the Second Class, ..... . 

(c) Creation of Townships of the 
First Class by Division and 
Consolidation, .......... . 

(d) Officers of Newly Created 
Townships, ............. . 

( e) Certificate of Creation of 
Townships to be Furnished 
State Departments, ..... . 

III. Township Lines and Boundaries, 
IV. Wards, ....................... . 
V. Election of Officers ; Vacancies in 

Office, .................. . 
(a) General Provisions, ....... . 
(b) Commissioners, .... ,. ....... . 
(c) Treasurer, ................ . 
(d) Assessors, ................ . 
(e) Auditors, ................. . 
(f) Controller, ............... . 
(g) Vacancies in Office, ........ . 

VI. General Provisions Relating to 
Township Officers, ....... . 

(a) General Provisions, ........ . 
(b) County Associations of 'fown-

ship Officers, ............ . 
(c) State Association of Township 

Officers, ................ . 
VII. Township Commissioners, ...... . 

VIII. Township Treasurer, .......... . 
IX. Township Secretary, ........... . 
X. Auditors, .................... . 

XI. Controller, .................... . 
XII. Township Solicitor, ........... . 

XIII. Township Engineer, ........... . 
XIV. Police. . ...................... . 

Sections 
101- 111 

201- 235 
201 

205- 208 

210- 221 

225- 229 

235 
301- 307 
401- 409 

501- 532 
501- 503 
504- 507 
510- 511 
515- 517 
520 
525- 526 
530- 533 

601- 623 
601- 604 

610- 612 

620- 623 
701- 704 
801- 809 
901- 903 

1001-1019 
1101-1113 
1201-1204 
1301-1315 
1401-1414 



SESSION OF 1931. 

Article Sec£ions 
XV. Corporate Powers, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1501-1502 

XVI. Public Health, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1601-1627 
(a) Boards of Health, .......... 1601-1614 
(b) Vacation of Lanes and Alleys 

Declared Nuisances by 
Board of Health, ......... 1620-1627 

XVII. Finance and Taxation, .......... 1701-1719 
XVIII. Contracts, ..................... 1801-1807 

XIX. Eminent Domain; Assessment of 
Damages and Benefits, .... 1901-1953 

(a) General Provisions Relating 
to Eminent Domain, . . . . . . 1901-1916 

(b) Procedure for the Exercise of 
Eminent Domain and for 
the Asseesment of Damages 
and Benefits, ............. 1920-1953 

XX. Roads, Streets and Highways, . . . 2001-2096 
(a) Plans of Streets, ........... 2001 
(b) Laying Out, Opening, Widen-

ing, Straightening, Vacat-
ing and Relaying Out 
Roads, Et Cetera; Repairs 
and Detours, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2005-2015 

(c) Dedicated Roads, Streets, 
Lanes, Alleys, and Drainage 
Facilities, ............... 2020-2025 

(d) Relocation, Alteration and Va-
cation of Roads in or near 
State Parks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2030-2033 

(e) Elimination of Curves, ...... 2035 
{f) Acquisition of Unobstructed 

Vie:ws at Curves and Inter-
sections, ......... :--: . . . . . . 2040 

(g) Changing or Altering Roads 
by Agreement with Prop-
erty Owners, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2045 

(h) Grading, Draining, Curbing, 
Paving, M a c a d a m. i z i ri g 
Roads or Streets on Petition, 
and Assessment of Benefits 
by Viewers, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2050-~05:6 

(i) Grading, Draining, Curbing, 
Paving or Macadamizing 
Streets and Collection of 
Cost by Foot Front Rule,. . 2060-2063 

(j) Road Material, Ditches, Drains 
and Watercourses, . . . . . . . . 2065-2067 

(k) Trees and Shrubbery Within 
Limits of Highways, . . . . . . 2070-2075 

1207 



1208 

Article 

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Sections 
(1) Protection of Highways from 

Snowdrifts, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2078 
(m) Guideposts and Index Boards, 2080-2081 
(n) Highways Crossing Railroads; 

Special Uses of· Highways, 2083-2084 
( o) County-aid in the Improve-

ment of Township Roads, . . 2086 
( p) Penal Provisions, ..........•. 2088 
( q) Opening, Making, Amending, 

and Repairing Highways 
and Bridges by Contracts 
with Taxpayers, . . . . . . . . . . 2090-2096 

XXI. Boundary Roads and Highways, 2101-2130 
(a) Opening, Repairing and Im-

proving on Division Line of 
Townships, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2101 

(b) Maintenance of Roads between 
Township and Cities or Bor-
oughs, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2105 

(c) Highway, the Centre Line of 
which . is the Dividing lJine 
between Townships and Bor
oughs or Cities in the Same 
County, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2110 

(d) Highway, the Centre of which 
is the Dividing Line between 
Townships and Cities in an 
Adjacent County, . . . . . . . . 2115 

(e) Improvement of Street where 
more than One-half of 
Width is in Township; As
sessment of Property outside 
Limits, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2120 

(f) Assessment of Property out-
side Limits of Township for 
Street Improvements, . . . . . 2125 

(g) Grading, Curbing, Paving, 
Macadamizing Boundary 
Street, Et Cetera, . . . . . . . . 2130 

XXII. Bridges and Viaducts, .......... 2201-2225 
(a) As Part of Road, Street, High-

way, Lane or Alley, ...... 2201 
(b) Over Railroads, ............ 2205-2206 
( c) Over Marshy or Swampy 

· Grounds, Creeks, Rivulets, 
Gullies, Canals, and R.ail-
road~ ................... 2210-2211 

(d) Over Streams, Railroads, and 
Canals on Township Bounda-
ries, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2220-2222 



SESSION OF 1931. 

Article Sections 
( e) Maintenance, Repair, and Re-

building of Bridges Built by 
County, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2225 

XXUI. Sidewalks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2301-2304 
XXIV. Sewers and Drains, . . ... . . . . . . . . 2401-2441 

(a) Establishing and Constructing 
Sewer and Drainage Sys-
tems, Sewer Connections, 
and Rates; Disposal of Sew-
age ; Assessment of Cost of 
Construction, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2401-2410 

(b) Acquisition of Sewer System 
from Private Interests ; Dis
tribution of Cost, . . . . . . . . 2415 

(c) Contracts with Individuals or 
Corporations for Construc
tion and Maintenance of 
Sewer and Drainage Sys-
tems, .................... 2420 

(d) Sewers and Drains in Streets 
or Alleys, or over Private 
Property ; Assessment of 
Cost of Construction accord-
ing to Benefits, .......... 2425 

(e) Sewers under State and 
County Highways, . . . . . . . . 2430-2431 

(f) Connecting with Sewer of Ad-
joining Municipality, . . . . . 2435-2436 

(g) Joint Sewers and Drains, .... 2440-2441 
XXV. Collection by Instalment of the 

Cost of Street, Curb, Side
walk and Sewer Improve-
ments, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2501-2507 

XXVI. Revolving Fund for Street and 
Sewer Improvements, . . . . . 2601-2602 

XXVII. Water Supply and Waterworks, . . 2701-2712 
(a) Acquisition; Construction and 

Maintenance, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2701-2705 
(b) Construction, Acquisition and 

Maintenance of Waterworks 
in Connection with Bor-
oughs, .................. 2710-2712 

XXVIIL Public Buildings, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2801-2806 
XXIX. Licenses and License Fees, . . . . . 2901-2912 

(a) Transient Retail Merchants, 2901 
(b) Restrictions, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2910-2912 

XXX. Parks, Recreation Centers, Shade 
Trees and Foresta, . . . . . . . . 3001-3048 

1209 



1210 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANlA, 

Artiele Sections 
(a) Public Parks, Playgrounds, 

and Recreation Centers, ... 3001-3013 
(b) Shade Tree Commission, . . . . 3020-3031 
( c) Forests, . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 3040-3048 

XXXI. Zoning, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3101-3110 
XXXII. Township Planning Commission, 3201-3206 

XXXIII. Enforcement of Ordinances, . . . . 3301-3305 
XXXIV. Actions by and against Townships, 3401-3406 
XXXV. Repeals, ...................... 3501-3502 

Section 1. ·Be it enacted, &c., That the laws relating 
to townships of the first class are hereby amended, re
vised, consolidated, and changed, as follows: 

ARTICLE l 

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

Section 101. Short Title.-This act shall be known, 
and may be cited, as "The First Class Township Law." 
This act shall take effect on the first day of .July, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-one. 

Section 102. Definition.-The word "township" or 
''townships,'' as used in this act, shall mean a town
ship of the first class unless the context indicates other
wise. 

Section 103. Excluded Provisions.-This act does 
not include any provisions, and shall not be construed 
to repeal any act, relating to: 

(a) The procedure for the collection of municipal 
and tax claims by liens ; 

(b) The method of incurring or increasing bonded 
indebtedness ; 

(c) Election officers and the general conduct of elec-
tions; 

(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 
(h) 

Poor districts; 
Public schools and school districts; 
Constables ; 
Justices of the peace ; 
State roads, State-aid roads, and private roads; 

(i) Validation of elections, bonds, ordinances, and 
acts of carporate officers; 

(j) Free non-sectarian libraries. 
Section 104. Saving Clauses.-The provisions of this 

act so far as they are the same as those of existing 
laws are intended as a continuation of nuch laws and 
not as new enactments. The repeal by this act of any 
act of Assembly, or part thereof, shall not revive any 
act, or part thereof, heretofore repealed or superseded, 
nor affect the existence or class of any township here
tofore created. The provisions of this act shall l)ot 
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affect any act done, liability incurred, or right accrued 
or vested, or affect any suit or prosecution, pending or 
to be instituted, to enforce any right or penalty or 
punish any offense under the authority of such re
pealed laws. All ordinances, regulations, and rules; 
made pursuant to any act Qf Assembly repealed by this 
act, shall continue with the same force and effect as if 
such act had not been repealed. Any person, holding 
office under any act of Assembly repealed by this act, 
shall continue to hold such office until the expiration 
of the term thereof, subject to the conditions attached 
to such office prior to the passage of this act. 

Section 105. Constitutional Construction.-The pro
visions of this act shall be severable, and if any of the 
provisions shall be held to be unconstitutional, such de
cision shall not affect the validity of any of the remain
ing provisions of this act. It is hereby declared as the 
legislative intent that this act would have been adopted 
had such unconstitutional provision not been included 
therein. 

Section 106. Construction of References.-When
ever, in this act, reference is made to any act by title. 
such reference shall also apply to and include any 
codification wherein the provisions of the act referred 
to are substantially reenacted. 

Section 107. How Act Applies.-This act shall ap
ply to all townships of the first class within the Com
monwealth, as now existing or hereinafter created. 

Section 108. Saving Clauses when• Class of Town
Sbips Changed.-Whenever any township of the second 
class is designated a township of the first class, or 
whenever any township of the fimt class is reestablished 
as a township of the second class, or whenever any 
township is aivided, all liabilities incurred, rights ac
crued or vested, obligations issued or contracted, and 
all suits and prosecutions pending or to be instituted 
to enforce any right or penalty accrued or punish an~
offense committed. prior to such change of class or di
vision, and all ordinances, resolutions, rules and regu
lations shall continue with the same force and effect 
as if no such chang'e or division had been made. 

Section 109. Exception as to Taxation.-This act 
does not provide a complete system for the assessment 
a.nd co11ection of township taxes, but the taxation pro
visions herein contained shall be construed as supple
mentary to the general local taxation laws. All acts 
and parts ef acts relating to taxation in townships of 
the first cmss, not inconsistent with this act, in force 
prior to the passage of this act, which are not re
eJJacted or specifically repealed by this act, shall remain 
in force as to such townships in the si;i.me manner as 
prior to the passa~e of this act. 
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Section 110. Legal Advertising.- Whenever/under 
the provisions of this act, notice is required to be pub
lished in one newspaper, such publication shall be made 
_in a newspaper of general circulation, as defined by 
the Newspaper Advertising Act, approved May six
teenth, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
(Pamphlet Laws, one thousand seven hundred eighty
four), printed in the township, if there is such a news
paper, and, if not, then in a newspaper circulating 
generally in such township. If such notice is required 
to be published in more than one newspaper, it shall be 
published in at least one newspaper of general circula
tion, defined as aforesaid, printed, if there be such a 
newspaper, or circulating generally as above provided 
in the township. When such notice relates to any pro
ceeding or matter in any court, or the holding of an 
election for the increase of indebtedness, or the issue 
and sale of bonds to be paid by taxation, such notice 
shall also, in counties of the second, third, fourth and 
fifth classes, be published in the legal newspaper, if 
any, designated by the rules of court of the proper 
county for the publication of legal notices and adver
tisements, unless such publication be dispensed with by 
11pecial order of court: Provided, however, That ordi~ 
nances, auditors' statements, summaries of auditors' 
statements, advertisements inviting proposals for pub
lic contracts and for bids for materials and supplies, 
or lists of delinquent taxpayers, shall be published only 
in newspapers of general circulation, defined as afore
said. 

ARTICLE II 

CLASSIFICATION A:!\TD CREATION OF TOWNSHIPS OF THE 

FIRST CLASS 

(a) Classification 
Section 201. The townships now in existence and 

!hose to be hereafter created are divided into two 
classes. Townships of the first class shall be those hav
ing a population of at least three hundred inhabitants 
to the square mile, which have heretofore fully organized 
and elected their officers and are now functioning as 
townships of the first class, or which may hereafter be 
created townships of the first class. All townships, not 
townships of the first class, shall be townships of the 
second class. A change from one class to the other 
shall hereafter be made only as provided by this act or 
the laws relating to townships of the second class. 

(b) Creation of Townships of the First Class from 
Townships of the Second Class 

Section 205. Enrollment to Ascertain Population.-
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At any time not less than one year before the time fixed 
for taking a decennial census of the United States,· 
whenever the owners of twenty-five per eentum of the 
assessed valuation of the real estate of· any township of 
the second class shall present their petition to the court 
of quarter sessions, averring that the population of the . 
township is at least three hundred inhabitants to the 
square mile, and shall give such security as the court 
may prescribe for the payment of all costs and expenses 
which may be incurred in any procedure had upon said 
petition, the court shall appoint a commissioner to per
form the duties hereafter prescribed. 

The said commissioner shall make an enrollment of 
the inhabitants of such township, and make report 
thereof to the court at the next ensuing term. Upon the 
filing of the report, the same shall be confirmed nisi, 
which confirmation shall become absolute unless ex
cepted to within thirty days thereafter, during which 
time notice of the said filing and confirmation shall be 
advertised in a newspaper published in the county, once 
a week for three weeks. 1f exceptions are filed to the 
report within the said thirty days, the court, upon con
sideration thereof, shall confirm the report or modify 
the said finding. After final confirmation, the clerk of 
the court shall certify to the county commissioners and 
to the township supervisors of the township the popu
lation of the township as shown by said proceedings. 
The costs and expenses of the proceedings, including a 
reasonable fee for the commissioner and attorney, shall 
be paid by the petitioners or by the township, or partly 
by each, as the court shall direct. 

Section 206. Proclamations by County Commission
ers.-In addition to the procedure provided in the pre
ceding section, the county commissioners of each county 
shall, following each decennial census of the United 
States, ascertain from such census whether any town
ship of the second class in the county has a population 
of three hundred inhabitants to the square mile, and 
shalJ immediately certify the. fact that any township 
has a population of three hundred inhabitants to the 
square mile to the township supervisors of the township. 

Section 207. Submission of Question to Voters.-At 
the first general or municipal election occurring at least 
ninety days after the ascertainment, by special enroll
ment or from the United States census, including the 
United States census of one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty and each subsequent census, that any township 
of the second class has a population of at least three 
hundred inhabitants to the square mile, the question 
whether such township of the second class shall become 
a township of the first class shall be submitted to the 
voters of the township, and the county commissioners 

1213 



1214 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

shall cause to be printed on separate ballots, to be used 
in such township at such election, a proper question 
framed in accordance with the election laws of the Com
monwealth. 

Section 208. Returns of Election and Effect There
of.-The election officers shall compnte the votes cast 
at the election provided for in the preceding section 
and make return thereof to the clerk of the court of 
quarter sessions, who shall tabulate the same and certify 
the resnlt thereof to the county commissioners and the 
township supervisors of such township. If a majority 
of the votes cast at any sur.h election shall be in favor 
of becoming a township of the first class, the govern
ment of the township of the first class sh11ll be organized 
and become operative on the first l\Ionday of January 
next suc<'eeding such election, at which time the terms 
of the officers of the township of the second class shall 
cease and terminate. If a majority of the votes cast at 
any such election sl1all be in favor of remaining- a town
ship of the second class, no further proceedings shall 
be had for a period of two yea;os, after which period 
the supervisors, by unanimous action, may, or, upon 
petition of ten per centnm of the registered voters of 
the township, shall, resubmit the queRtion to the electors 
of the township in the manner hereinbefore provided. 

(c) Creation of Townships of the First Class by Division 
and Consolidation 

Section 210. Manner in whir.h Townships of the 
First Class may be Created.-The court of quarter sPs
sions may, upon the presentation of petitions as here
inafter provided, create new townships of the first 
class-

( a) By the division of a township of the first class 
into two townships, or 

(b) By the consolidation of two or more townships 
of the first class located in the same county. 

Section 211. Petitions.-Petitions for the creation 
of townships, as provided in the preceding section, shall 
be signed, either (a) by the owners of real property 
representing at least twenty-five per centum of the as
sessed valuation of the township or each of the town
ships affected by such division or consolidation, as the 
case may be, or (b) by registered voters equal in num
ber to at least twenty-five per centum of the highest 
total vote cast for candidates for any office in the town
ship or townships affected, as the case may be, at the 
last preceding mnnicipal election. Such petitions shall 
be sworn to and ·subscribed by at least three of the 
siimers. ( c) Petitions for the consolidation of town
ships may also be presented when signed by a majqrity 
of the commissioners of each of the townships proposed 
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to be consolidated and sworn to and subscribed by at 
least one commissioner from each such township. Such 
petitions shall set forth the name of any proposed new 
township, and shall specify the reasons for such division 
or consolidation. Each such petition shall be accom
panied by an accurate map or plot, prepared by an 
engineer, showing the lines of such township and the 
division line in case where a township is divided, or 
the lines of the new township where two or more town
ships are to be consolidated, and the present division 
lines between such townships. Where natural marks 
are on such lines they shall also be shown. 

Section 212. Confirmation Nisi of Petition; Notice 
of 1<,iling.-Upon the presentation of any such petition, 
the same shall be confirmed nisi, and the court shall, by 
its order, require such notice to be given by the peti
tioners to the residents and commissioners of the town
ships affected as it deems proper. 

Section 213. Exceptions; Confirmation Absolute of 
Petition.-Within thirty days after the filing of such 
petition, any taxpayer of the township or townships 
affected, as the case may be, may file exceptions to such 
petition, questioning the sufficiency of the number of 
signers, or the legality of any signatures, or the ac
curacy or sufficiency of the map or plot attached there
to. The court, upon the filing of any exceptions, shall 
fix a day for hearing of which such notice i;hall be given 
as the court may direct. At such hearing, the court 
shall hear all parties interested and their witnesses. If 
the exceptions in the opinion of the court are sustained, 
and the court deems the petition not amendable, it 
shall dismiss the petition, otherwise it shall confirm the 
same absolutely, after any amendments permitted by 
the court have been made. 

Section 214. Elections.-When any petition is con
firmed absolutely, the court shall order an election to 
be held on the question of the division or consolidation 
of such township or townships, which shall be held on 
the day of the next general or municipal election oc
curring at least sixty days after such order of court. 
Such election shall be held at the regular polling places 
in the township or townships affected, as the case may 
he. At any such election all of the qualified electors of 
the township or townships affected by such division or 
consolidation shall have the right to vote. The ballots 
at any snch election shall be furnished by the county 
cornrnissionPrs, and the question to be placed thereon 
shall be framed and printed on the ballots as provided 
by thP PlP<>tion laws of the Commonwealth. 

Section 215. Notice of Election.-A constable of the 
township or townships affected, as the case may be, or 
if there be no constable, then one of the commissioners 
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designated by the court, shall give at least fifteen days' 
notice of the time and place of holding such election by 
posting not less than six written or printed handbills in 
public places in each of such townships. The notice 
of election shall contain the reasons for the division or 
consolidation of such township or townships, as set 
forth in the petition presented to the court. 

Section 216. Return of Election; Decree.-The elec
tion officers, after the polls have been closed, shall count 
the ballots and certify the number of votes cast for and 
against such division or consolidation to the clerk of 
the court of quarter sessions, who shall tabulate and 
compute the same and lay the result before the court. 
If it shall appear that a majority of the votes cast 
in such township or in each of the townships affected 
are in favor of the division of a township or the con
solidation of two or more townships, as the case may 
be, the court shall order and decree the creation of the 
new township agreeably to the name and lines set forth 
in the petition, and the government o.f the new town
ship shall be organized and become effective on the first 
Monday of January next succeeding such election, at 
which time the terms of office of township officers in 
such township shall cease and terminate. If a ma
jority of the votes cast in any such township or in any 
of the townships affected are- against the division or 
consolidation of such township or townships, no further 
action shall be had upon said proceedings. No new 
proceeding shall be entertained by the court for a 
period of two years. 

Section 217. Boundary Monuments.-The court shall. 
when deemed necessary, cause the lines of any such new 
township to be marked with stone monuments placed 
at intervals not exceeding fifteen hundred. feet, the cost 
thereof to be paid by the new township. 

Section 218. Classification of Old and New Town
ships.-Townships created by the consolidation or di
vision of townships, as herein provided, shall be and 
remain townships of the first class, unless and until, by 
subsequent proceedings in aceordance with laws relating 
to townships of the second class, any such township 
shall be reestablished or proclaimed to be a township 
of the second class. 

Section 219. Costs.-When a township of the first 
class is created as hereinbefore provided, the costs of 
the proceedings shall be paid by such township, and 
where any petition is dismissed or a majority of the 
electors of any one or more townships shall vote against 
the division or consolidation of any such township, the 
costs of the proceedings shall be paid by the petitioners. 

Section 220. Property Rights and Liabilities Where 
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Townships Consolidated.-.After the consolidation of 
two or more townships, the rights, privileges and fran
chises of each of the townships, and all property, real, 
personal and mixed, and all debts due on whatever ac
count, and other choses in action belong to each of such 
townships, shall be vested in the new township. The 
title to real estate vested in either of such townships 
shall not revert or be in any way impaired by reason 
of such consolidation. .All rights of creditors or liens 
shall be preserved, and all debts and liabilities of either 
of such townships shall attach to such new township 
and be in force against it. 

Section 221. .Adjustment of Indebtedness when Town
ship Divided.-(a) Where a township is divided, the 
commissioners of the new township and of the existing 
township affected shall make a just and proper adjust
ment and apportionment of all property, both real and 
personal, including funds and taxes, as well as indebted
ness, if any, to and between the new township and the 
old township. In making such adjustment and ap
portionment of the property and indebtedness, the old 
and the new township shall be entitled respectively to 
share in a division of the property, indebtedness, funds 
and taxes in the proportion that the assessed valuation 
of the real estate remaining in the township bears to 
the assessed valuation of the land in the new township 
taken from such township. The adjustment and ap
portionment, if made, shall be reduced to writing and 
duly executed and acknowledged by the commissioners 
of the townships affected, and shall be filed in the office 
of the clerk of the court of quarter sessions of the 
county. 

(b) In case the commissioners of such townships 
cannot make such amicable apportionment and adjust
ment of real property and indebtedness within six 
months after the election for the creation of such new 
township, then any one or more commissioners of either 
of the townships affected may present a petition to the 
court of quarter sessions of the county, setting forth 
the facts. Whereupon the court shall appoint three 
disinterested commissioners, taxables of the county, but 
not residing in either of the townships affected, who 
shall give due notice to the commissioners of the town
ships, affected, and shall hold hearings and make a re
port to the court, making an apportionment and ad
justment of all the property, funds and taxes, as well 
as indebtedness, to and between the new township and 
the existing township, stating the amount of indebted
ness that shall be assumed by the new township and 
the existing township. 

( c) The commissioners shall give at least five days' 
notice of the filing of their report to the commissioners 

89 
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of the townships affected. Unless exceptions are filed 
thereto within thirty days by either township, the same 
shall be confirmed by the court absolutely. 

( d) Any sum awarded by the report to a townshiI) 
shall be a legal and valid claim in its favor against 
the other township charged therewith. Any property, 
real or personal, given and adjudged to any township 
shall be the property of the township to which it is 
given and adjudged. 

( e) The commissioners shall be allowed ten dollars 
for each day actually spent by them in the performance 
of their duties, together with their actual necessary ex
penses. All costs and expenses of such petitioning 
shall be apportioned by the court to and between the 
townships affected as it shall deem proper. 

(f) In case exceptions are filed to the report of such 
commissioners, the court shall dispose of the same, tak-

. tng testimony if deemed advisable, and the decision of 
the court thereon shall be final and binding on the 
township~ unless an appeal is taken within thirty days 
to the Superior or Supreme Court as in other cases. 

(d) Officers of Newly Created 'rownships 
Section 225. Officers for New Townships.-When

ever a new township of the first class shall be created 
in accordance with any of the procedures in this article, 
the court of quarter sessions shall appoint five commis· 
sioners, and the other elective officers to which the town
ship is entitled, and fix the polling place or places in 
such township. The officers so appointed shall hold 
their offices from the first Monday of January following 
the election creating such township until the first Mon
day of January following the municipal election at 
which officers of the township are elected as hereinafter 
provided. 

Section 226. Election of Commissioners in New 
Townships.-At the first municipal election following 
the creation of a township as hereinbefore provided, if 
such township has not been divided into wards, there 
shall be elected five township commissioners at large. 
Three of such commissioners shall be elected for terms 
of four years each, and two for terms of two years each, 
from the first Monday of January next following such 
election. The ballots at such election shall designate 
the term for which each commissioner is elected. Their 
successors shall be elected for terms o:I' four years in 
accordance with this act. 

Section 227. Election of Treasurer in New Town
ships.-At such municipal election, the qualified elect
ors of such township shall elect a township treasurer 
for a two or four year term so that his term shall ex
pire at the same time as the terms of treasurers of 
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other townships -0f the first class under the provisions 
of this act. Thereafter the term of treasurer -0f said 
township shall be four years from the first Monday of 
Jan nary next following his election. 

Section 228. Election -0f Township Assessor and As
sistant Township Assessor in New Townships.-At such 
municipal election, one township assessor shall be elected 
for a term of four years and one assistant township 
assessor for a term of two years. Thereafter the terms 
of such township assessor and assistant township as
sessor shall be four years from the first Monday of 
January succeeding their respective elections. 

This section shall not apply to townships in counties 
having county boards for the assessment and revision 
of taxes where assessors, under existing laws, are ap
pointed. 

Section 229. Election of Assistant Triennial As
sessors in New Townships.-At such municipal election, 
the qualified electors of such township shall elect two 
citizens, resident in said township, to be assistant trien
nial assessors for terms of four years each from the 
first Monday of January next following such election. 

This section shall not apply to townships in counties 
having county boards for the assessment and revision of 
taxes whe_re assessors under existing laws are appointed. 

( e) Certificate of Creation of Townships to be 
Furnished State Departments 

Section 235. Whenever a township of the first class 
is created, the clerk of the court shall certify such 
creation to the Secretary of Internal .Affairs and Secre
tary of Highways of the Commonwealth. The clerk of 
the court shall be allowed a fee of two dollars for his 
services, to be paid as part of the costs of the proceed
ings. 

ARTICLE III 

TOWNSHIP LINES AND BOUNDARIES 

Section 301. Center Line of Navigable Stream as 
Boundary.-Whenever any township is bounded by the 
nearest margin of any navigable stream, and the op
posite township, borough, or city, as the case may be, 
is also bounded by the nearest margin of the same 
stream, the middle of such stream shall be the boundary 
between such townships, or township and any borough 
or city. Nothing contained in this section shall be 
construed to repeal any local or special law providing 
to the contrary. 

Section 302. Petition to Alter or Ascertain Town
ship Lines and Boundaries.-The courts of quarter ses
sions may, upon the presentation of a petition, (a) 
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alter the lines of two or more adjoining townships so 
as to suit the convenience of the inhabitants thereof; 
(b) cause the lines or boundaries of townships to be 
ascertained and established; and ( c) ascertain and 
establish disputed lines and boundaries between two or 
more townships or between townships and cities or bor
oughs. When any such petition is presented, the court 
may require the petitioners to file a bond in sufficient 
sum to secure the payment of all costs of the proceed
ing. 

Section 303. Appointment and Report of Commis
sioners.-Upon application by petition to the court for 
any of the purposes set forth in the last preceding 
section, the court shall appoint three impartial citizens, 
one of whom shall be a registered civil engineer, to in
quire into the prayer of the petition. After having 
given notice to parties interested as directed by the 
court, the commissioners shall hold a hearing and view 
the said lines or boundaries; and they, or any two of 
them, shall prepare a report, together with their opinion 
of the same, and accompany it with a plot or draft of 
the lines and boundaries proposed to be altered or as
certained and established i£ the same eannot be fully 
designated by natural lines or boundaries. Upon the 
:filing of any such report, the same shall be confirmed 
nisi. 

Section 304. Exceptions and Procedure.-Exceptions 
to any such report may be filed by any person inter
ested within thirty days after the filing of the report, 
and the court may thereupon fix a day for the hearing 
of such exceptions, of which hearing such notice shall 
be given as the court shall direct. After hearing, the 
court shall have power to sustain such exceptions or to 
dismiss them and confirm the report, or refer the re
port back to the same or new commissioners, with like 
authority to make another report, on which like legal 
proceedings may be had. Where no exceptions are filed 
within thirty days after the filing of the report, the 
court shall confirm the same absolutely. When any 
report is confirmed absolutely, the court shall enter a 
decree altering or ascertaining and establishing the 
1 in es and boundaries as shown in said report. 

Section 305. Monuments.-Whenever any such town
ship line or boundary is altered or ascertained and estab
lished, the court shall cause the same to be marked with 
stone monuments placed at intervals not exceeding fif-

. teen hundred feet. 
Section 306. Pay of Commissioners, Civil Enginaer 

and Chain-Carriers; Costs.-The pay of commissioners 
appointed to alter or ascertain and establish township 
lines shall be ten dollars, the pay of civil engineers shall 
be twenty dollars, and the pay of chain-carriers shall 
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be five dollars, for each day necessarily employed, and 
five cents per mile for each mile necessarily traveled in 
the discharge of their duties. The court shall, by its 
order, provide how the costs and expenses of any such 
proceeding, including the furnishing and placing of 
monuments, shall be paid, and may assess them against 
any township and/or municipalities interested. 

Section 307. Adjustment of Indebtedness.-When
ever the boundaries of any township have been altered 
or ascertained and established upon application of the 
supervisors, commissioners, or the authorities of any 
school district or poor district, the court of common 
pleas, sitting in equity, may adjust the taxes, debts, 
and expenses for township, municipal, poor, and school 
purposes between the to_wnships, municipalities, poor, 
and school districts affected. 

ARTICLE IV 

WARDS 

Section 401. Petitions to Create, Divide or Redivide 
W ards.-The court of quarter sessions, upon~ petition, 
may divide or redivide any township, heretofore or 
hereafter created, into wards, erect any wards out of 
two or more adjoining wards, or parts thereof, divide 
any wards already erected into two or more wards, or 
alter the lines or boundaries of any two or more ad
joining wards, and may cause lines or boundaries of 
wards to be fixed and established. No township shall 
be divided or redivided into more than fifteen wards. 
All wards as heretofore established shall remain as 
heretofore until altered or divided as provided in this 
article. 

Sectidn 402. Signing Petition; Appointment and 
Powers of Commissioners.-The petition shall be signed 
by at least twenty free holders, residents of the town
ship or of the ward or wards the limits of which it 
is proposed to change. Upon the presentation of the 
petition, the court shall appoint three impartial men 
as commissioners, one of whom shall be a civil engineer, 
to inquire into the propriety of granting the prayer of 
the petitioners. The commissioners, or any two of them, 
shall make a report to the next term of court, and shall 
accompany it with a plot, showing the boundaries o-f 
the township and the wards before and after the pro
posed change, whenever the same cannot be fully 
designated by natural lines. 

Section 403. Filing and Confirmation of Report; 
Exceptions.-When the same is presented, the court 
shall confirm the report nisi, which confirmation shall 
become absolute unless exceptions thereto are filed with
in thirty days after such confirmation ni.si. The court 
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may grant a review if, in its opinion, a better adjudica
tion may thereby be secured. If no exceptions are 
filed, the c.ourt may confirm the report, or make such 
other order as it shall be deemed proper. If exceptions 
are filed, the court .shall fix a time for hearing, and 
thereafter shall enter such decree as by it shall be 
deemed just and proper. From the final dooree as 
entered by the court of quarter seS1>ions, there shall be 
no appeal. · 

Section 404. Pay of Commissioners.-The commis
sioners, appointed under the provisions of this act, shall 
receive ten dollars per diem, except the civil engineer, 
who shall re~eive twenty dollars per diem. Each . com
missioner shall also be entitled to mileage at the rate 
of five cents per mile circular. The compensation of 
the commissioners and mileage, and reasonable at
torney's fees, shall be paid by the township in all cases 
where the prayer of the petitioners is granted, and in 
other oases shall be paid by the petitioners. 

Saetion 405. Election Districts.-The court of quar
ter sessions may, from time to time, divide any such 
ward into two or more election districts so as to suit 
the conv~niences of the electors thereof. 

Section 406. Numbering of Wards.-When any town
ship shall be divided or redivided into wards, or when 
any ward in any township shall be created, divided, 
or altered, the court shall, in its decree, fix the number 
of each of the wards of such township. 

Section 407. Schedule for Election of Commission
ers in Townships First Divided into Wards.-When a 
township is first divided into wards, the township com
missioners then in office shall continue in office until 
the expiration of their respective terms. 

At the first municipal election occurring at least 
ninety days after such division into wards, there shall 
be elected, by the qualified electors of each ward of the 
township, one township commissioner, who need not 
reside in the ward for which he is elected. At such 
election, the township commissioners elected in even
numbered wards shall be elected for terms of two years 
each, and those in odd-numbered wards for terms of 
four years each, or vice versa, as the ease may be, in 
order that the expiration of such terms will harmonize 
with the expiration of terms of township commissioners 
elected for such numbered wards under the provisions 
of this act. Thereafter, successors to such commission
ers elected by wards shall be elected for terms of four 
years each at the municipal election immediately pre
ceding the expiration of the terms of ward commis
sion@rs. 

If the number of wards into which the township has 
been divided jg less than five, then, at the municipal 
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election preceding the expiration of the terms of any 
eommissioner or commissioners theretofore elected at 
large, if such expiration of terms will leave the town
ship with less thari five township commissioners,. there 
shall be elected at large a sufficient number of township 
commissioners so that the total number of commission-· 
ers elected by wards and at large in the township shall 
thereafter be five. If one township commissioner is 
elected at large at such election, he shall be elected for 
a term of four years. If two township comm™sioners 
are elected at large at such election, one shall be elected 
for a term of two years, and one for a term ·Of four 
years. If three township commissioners are elected at 
large at such election, two shall be elected for terms of 
four years each, and one for a term of two years. Suc
cessors to such township commissioners elected at large 
at such election shall be elected for term&> of four years 
each. 

All terms of office of township commissioners, elected 
at large or by wards, shall commence on the first Mon
day of January next following their election. 

Section 4-08. Schedule of Election of Commissioners 
in Newly Created Wards.-Whenever in a township 
previously divided into wards, a new ward is created, 
and the number of wards thereafter in such town
ship, including the new ward, is less than five, then, at 
the municipal election next following the expiration of 
the term of the commissioner or commissioners elected 
at large whose terms shall first expire after such crea
tion, there shall be elected, by the qualified electors of 
such new ward, one township commissioner, who need 
not reside in the ward for which he is elected, for a 
term of two or four years, so that the expiration of his 
term will harmonize with the expiration of terms of 
commissioners for such numbered wards under the 
provisions of this act. Successors to such township 
commissioners shall. be elected for terms of four years. 
The number of commissioners thereafter elected at large 
in any such townsl).ip shall be the difference between 
the number of wards and five, and a sufficient number 
of commissioners shall be elected at large at each munic
ipal election preceding the expiration of terms of com
mil'lsioners at large so that the total number of com
mi&ilioners in the township will at all times be five. 

Whenever, in any township previously divided into 
wards, a new ward is created, and the number of wards 
thereafter in such township is five, then, at the munic
ipal election preceding the expiration of the term of 
office of any commissioner or commissioners elected at 
large, a township commiBsioner shall be elected for 
such ward, who need not reside in the ward. Such 
election shall be for a two or four year term so that 
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the expiration of his term will harmonize with the ex
piration of terms of commissioners £or such numbered 
·wards under the provisions of this act. The successor 
to such ward commissioner shall be elected for a four
year term. No township commissioner shall thereafter 
be elected at large in such township. 

If the number of wards in such township, including 
the new ward, shall be more than fiye, the court of 
quarter sessions shall appoint a township commissioner 
for such new ward, who shall hold office until the first 
Monday in January succeeding the first municipal elec
tion at which township commissioners are elected in 
such numbered wards under the provisions of this act. 
at which eleetion and every four years thereafter a 
township commissioner, who need not reside in the 
ward, shall be elected by the qualified electors of said 
ward for a term of four years. 

All township commissioners elected under this section 
shall take office on the first Monday of January next 
succeeding their election. 

Section 409. Schedule for Election of Commission
ers where Redivision of Wards made under Prior 
Laws.-In any township where wards were heretofore 
abolished by law for the reason that the number ex
ceeded fifteen, as limited by article four of this act, 
and where fifteen commissioners were elected at large 
for two year terms at the municipal election in one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine, pending the 
redivision of such township into wards, the successors 
to such commissioners shall be elected by wards, as estab
lished by such redivision, at the municipal election in 
the year one thousand nine hundred and thirty-one, and 
the commissioners elected at such election from the 
even-numbered wards shall be elected for two-year 
terms and those elected in odd-numbered wards ior 
four-year terms. Thereafter their suc.cessors shall be 
elected for four-year terms as proyided by this act. 

ARTICLE V 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS; VACANCIES IN OFFICE 

(a) General Provisions 
Section 501. Electors Only Eligible.-No person 

shall be eligible to any elective office in any township 
unless he is an elector of the township for which he is 
chosen. 

Section 502. Hold Until Successors Qualified.-Of
ficers of townships shall hold their offices until their 
successors are elected and qualified •. 

Section 503. Elected Officers Euumerated.-The 
electors of each township shall elect (a) at least five 
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township commissioners, (b) ·one township treasurer, 
(c) one township assessor, one assistant township as
sessor, and two assistant triennial assessors, and ( d) 
three elected auditors or one appointed auditor, or one 
controller where such office has been established. 

· (b) Commissioners 
Section 504. Number and Election of Commissioners 

in Townships having Wards.-In townships having 
less than five wards, the number of commissioners shall 
be five. One such com.missioner shall be elected from 
each ward, and the remaining number of commissioners, 
to which the township is entitled, shall be elected at 
large. In townships having five or more wards, one 
commissioner shall he elected from each ward. Com
missioners shall reside in the ward from which elected. 
Township commissioners shall be elected at municipal 
elections, preceding the expiration of the terms of com
missioners then in office, for terms of four years eaeh, 
from the first Monday of January succeeding their 
election. .At the election in the year one thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-one, the commissioners from 
odd-numbered wards shall be elected, and at the elec
tion in the year one thousand nine hundred and thirty
three, those from even-numbered wards shall be elected. 
Elections at large shall be held at the municipal elec
tion preceding the expiration of the term of any com
missioner elected at large. 

Section 505. Number and Election of Commissioners 
in Townships not Divided into Wards.-In townships 
not divided into wards, the number of township com
missioners shall be five, who shall be elected at large 
by the voters of the township. .At each municipal elec
tion, two or three township commissioners, as the case 
may be, shall be electeq for terms of four years each, 
from the first Monday of January next succeeding, to 
take the place of the commissioners whose terms then 
expire. 

Section 506. Election Notices.-The notice of any 
primary election, or nominating caucus, convention, or 
meeting, held for the purpose of nominating candidates 
for the office of township commissioner, and the notice 
of any election of township commissioners, shall desig
nate for what ward of the township each commissioner 
is to be nominated or elected,· as the ease may be. In 
case any one or more of the township commissione:rs 
are to be elected by vote of the qualified electors of the 
township at large, the notice shall so state. The ballots 
to be cast at any election for township commissioners 
shall designate, under an appropriate heading, the candi
date for the office of township commissioner for whom 
the qualified electors of the ward are entitled to cast 
their ballots, and, under an appropriate heading, the 
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candidate or candidates for the office of township com
missioner which are to be elected by the electors of the 
township at large. 

. ( c) Treasurer 
Section 510. Election of Treasurer.-At the munici

pal election in the year one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-three, and every fonrth year thereafter, the elect
ors of each township shall elect a township treasurer 
for a term of four years, from the first Monday of 
January next following his election. 

Section 511. Eligibility.-The same person may hold 
the office of township treasurer and treasurer of the 
school district, but no township treasurer shall hold any 
other township office except that of tax collector. 

( d) Assessors 
Section 515. Election of Township Assessor and As

sistant Township Assessor.-At the municipal election 
preceding the expiration of the term of any township 
assessor or assistant township assessor, and· qnadren
nially thereafter, one township assessor or one assistant 
township assessor, or both, as the case may be, shall be 
elected for four year terms, from the first Monday of 
January next suceeeding their election. 

The compensation of the assistant township assessor 
shall be the same as provided by law for the township 
assessor, and shall be paid by the county. 

This section shall not apply to townships in counties 
having county boards for the assessment and revision 
of taxes where assessors, under existing laws, are 
appointed. 

Section 516. Assistant Triennial Assessors.-In all 
townships, the qualified electors shall, at the municipal 
. election preceding the expiration of the term of the 
assistant assessors now in office, and at the municipal 
election every four years thereafter, elect two citizens, 
resident in said township, to be assistant triennial as
sessors, to take the place of those whose terms expire 
on the first Monday of January next following such 
election. 

All assistant triennial assessors, elected under the 
provisions of this section; shall hold their office for a 
term of four years, from the first Monday of January 
next following their election. Such assistant triennial 
assessors shall aid the town.ship assessor <>nly in making 
the triennial assessment of property during their re
speetive terms of office. 

This section shall not apply to townships in counties 
having county boards for the assessment and revision 
of ta:xes where assessors, under existing laws, are 
appointed. 

Section 617. ElectiOll Assessors Saved.-The elee-
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tion of assistant assessors provided for in this subdi
vision shall extend only to the election of assistant as
sessors for the valuation of property for taxation, and 
shall not repeal or affect the provisions of any statute 
providi~ for the election of assistant or registry as
sessors for the performance of duties relating to 
elections. 

(e) Auditors 

Section 520. Election of Auditors.-At each munic
ipal election, one auditor shall be elected for a term 
of six years, from the first Monday of January succeed
ing such election. No auditor shall at the same time 
hold any other elective or appointive office. 

Any township may, instead of electing three auditors 
as above provided or one controller as hereinafter pro
vided, provide, by 'ordinance, for the audit of its ac
counts by an auditor appointed by the court of commoo 
pleas of the county, who shall be either a person or 
firm licensed as a certified public accountant, or a per
son skilled in auditing work; and where such an ordi
nance is so adopted, such auditor shall be appointed by 
the court, on or before the first Monday of January 
each year, to audit the accounts of the township f(}r the 
:fi.seal year then closing. Any such appointed auditoi; 
shall have and possess all the powers and perform all 
the duties provided iDi this act for elected auditors. The · 
compensation of any such appointed auditor shall be 
fixed by the court. In townships so providing by ordi
nance for an appointed auditor, the office of elected 
auditor is hereby abolished. 

(£) Controller 

Section 525. Election of Oontroller.-The qualliied 
eloo1!ors in every township of the first class, accepting 
the provisions of this act relating to the controller as 
hereinafter provided, shall, at the municipal elec.tion 
in the year one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three, 
and every four years thereafter, elect as township con
troller one person, who shall be a competent a.coountant 
and an elector of the township for at least four years 
prior to his election. The person so chosen shall serve 
for a term of four years, from the first Monday of Jan
uary next succeeding his election. 

Section 526. Acceptance of Controller; Provisions by 
Ordinance.-The provisions of this act relating to the 
controller shall not become operative or eiiective in any 
township until the board of commissioners shall, by 
ordinance, accept the provisions of this act relating to 
thQ offioo of controller. Suc.h office of eontroller shall 
be eontinued until the acceptance ordinance be repealed, 
when it shall terminate and the accounts of township 
officers shall thereafter be audited by auditors as in 
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this act provided. When any township 110 accepts the 
provisions .of this act, the court of quarter sessions, 
upon petition of the board of commissioners, shall ap
point a controller, to hold office until the first Monday 
of January next succeeding the next municipal election 
at which a controller may be elected under the provi
sions of this act. 

In all townships of the first class so accepting the 
provisions of this act, the office of township auditor is 
abolished. 

(g) Vacancies in Office 
Section 530. Township Commissioners.-When a va

cancy occurs in the office of township commissioner in 
any township, by reason of death, resignation, removal 
from the township, or otherwise, the court of quarter 
sessions, upon the petition of twenty qualified voters 
of· the ward or township, as the case may be, in which 
the vacancy occurs, may appoint a qualified voter of 
the township to filf such vacancy. If such petition is 
not presented to the court within thirty days after 
such vacancy occurs, the board of township commis
sioners of the township may appoint a qualified voter 
of the township to fill the vacancy. In either event, the 
person so appointed shall hold office until the next 
municipal election, at which election a township com
missioner shall be elected for the unexpired term of 
the person whose place he is elected to fill. 

Section 531. Auditors.-When a vacancy occurs in 
the office of township auditor, by reason of death, resig
nation, removal from the township, or otherwise, the 
court of quarter sessions shall, upon the petition of 
electors, appoint a suitable person to fill such vacancy 
for the unexpired term of the person whose place he 
is appointed to fill. 

Section 532. Township Treasurer and Controller.
The board of township commissioners of townships may 
fill any vacancy occurring in the office of township 
treasurer or township controller by death, resignation, 
removal from the township, or otherwise. The person 
so appointed shall hold office until the next municipal 
eleetion, at which election a treasurer or controller shall 
be elected for the unexpired term of the person whose 
place he is elected to fill. 

Section 533. Assessors.-Vacancies in the office of as
sessor, assistant township assessors, or assistant triennial 
assessors in townshipll shall be filled in the manner pro
vided by law. 
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ARTICLE VI 

GENERAL PRov1s10Ns RELATING TO TowNBHIP OFFic~ 

(a) General Provisions 
Section 601. Oath.-Every person elected or ap

pointed to any township office in any township shall, 
before entering upon the duties of his office, take and 
subscribe an · oath or affirmation, before some person 
having authority to administer oaths, to support the 
Constitution of the United States and of this Common
wealth, and to perform the duties of his office with 
fidelity. A copy of such oath or affirmation shall, within 
ten days thereafter, be filed with the township secretary. 

Section 602. Bonds.-When any officer or employe 
of any township is required to give bond for the faith
ful performance of hif} duties, and such bond is re
quired to be executed by a surety company, the town
ship shall pay the premium on such bond, except in 
the case of the treasurer where the township may pay 
such premium. 

Section 603. Compensation.-No township shall in
crease or diminish the salary, compensation, or emolu
ments of any elected officer after his election. 

Section 604. Failure of Officer to Perform Duties.
If any township officer refuses or neglects to perform 
his duties, the court of quarter sessions, upon complaint 
in writing by one hundred citizens, owners of real estate 
residing in the township, rqay issue a rule upon such 
officer to show cause why his office should not be de
clared vacant and another appointed in his st~ad. Such 
rule shall be made returnable not less than two weeks 
from its date of issue. Upon hearing and proof that 
the facts alleged in the complaint are true, the court 
may declare the office vacant and appoint another in 
his stead, to hold office until the next municipal elec
tion, at which time a person shall be elected for the 
unexpired term. 

(b) County Associations of Township Officers 
Section 610. Formation of Oounty Associations; 

Meetings.-County associations of township officers may 
be formed. Such associations, when formed, shall hold 
annual or semiannual conventions at the county seats of 
the respective counties, or some other suitable place 
within the county, for the purpose of considering and 
discussing questions and subjects pertaining to the best 
methods for the construction, improvement, and main
tenance of the public highway_s and bridges, and the 
administration of township governments. 

Section 611. Membership of Associations; Expenses 
of Members.-The township commissioners and other 
officers of the township designated by the township com
missioners shall attend such conventions whenever pos-
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sible. Each township officer attending such convention 
shall receive a certificate, signed by the presiding officer 
and acting secretary of the oouvention, attesting his 
presence at the convention. Such certificate shall en
title him to collect from the ~9Wnship treasurer the 
sum of three dollars per day for each day's attendance 
and mileage at the rate of five cents per mile traveled, 
to be computed by the route usually traveled from his 
place of residence to the place where the convention is 
held. No township officer shall be paid for more than 
two days' attendance in any one year. The expenses of 
holding any such convention shall be paid pro rata by 
the townships joining therein. 

Section 612. .Officers of Association; Ex-Officio Mem
bership.-The officers of the association shall consist of 
a president, two vice presidents, a secretary, and a treas
urer;" all of whom, except the secretary, shall be mem
bers of the association, and shall hold office for one 
year or until their successors are chosen. If desirable, 
the secretary may be a person not a regular member 
of the association, and may be paid for his service such 
compensation, not exceeding ten dollars per annum, as 
the other officers may determine. JiJvery township offi-· 
cer attending such convention may vote in the election 
of officers. The mayor of any city, the burgess of any 
borough, or their duly appointed representative, the 
county commissioners, and the judges of the court in 
the county, the township engineer of the State Highway 
Department, the assistant engineers of the division of 
township highways, and the superinrendent of State 
highways in charge of such county, shall be eligible to 
membership, but shall not be entitled to vote nor to 
hold office. 

(c) State AsS'ociation of Township Officers 

Section 620. Formation of State Association Au
thorized.-The formation of a State association of town
ship commissioners is hereby aut!J.orized. Such officers 
of the township as may be designated by the township 
commissioners may attend such meeting. The associa
tion shall hold annual meetings, at such time and place 
within the Commonwealth as it may designate, for the 
purpose of discussing various questions. and subjects 
pertaining to the duties of township commissioners, and 
for the purpose of devising uniform, economical, and 
effieient methods of administering the affairs of town
ships of the first class. 

Section 621. Delegates from County .Associations.
Each township shall send one township officer as a dele
gate to each annual meeting of said Stare association, 
who shall be selected by the commissioners of the town
ship of which he is a commissioner. 

Section 622. Expenses of Delegates Paid by County 
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Associations.-The expenses of the delegates and other 
officers attending the annual meeting shall not exceed 
seven dollars and fifty cents per day for each officer 
attending, for not more than three days, together with 
the actual mileage at the prevailing rate of railroad 
fare, and shall be paid by the respective townships. 

Section 623. Expenses of Annual Meeting Limited.
The expenses of the annual meeting, including expenses 
of committees, printing, and stenographers, shall be paid 
by the respective townships joining in such State 
association. 

ARTICLE VII 

TOWNSHIP COMMISSIONERS 

Section 701. Organization; Failure to Organize.
The township commissioners shall organize on the first 
Monday of January of each even-numbered year. They 
shall assemble for such purpose at their place of meet
ing at seven-thirty o'clock post meridian. Until other
wise designated by ordinance, the place of meeting shall 
be the oldest polling place in the township. 

The board shall organize by the election of one of 
their number as president and one as a vice president. 
The president, or, in his absence, the vice president, shall 
preside at all meetings of the board, and perform such 
other duties as are specified in this act or which may 
be prescribed by ordinance. 

If a majority of the commissioners shall not attend 
at the organization meeting, those present may adjourn 
the meeting from day to day until a majority attend. 

If the township commissionePs of any township shall 
fail to organize within ten days from the time pre
scribed by this section, the court of quarter sessions, 
upon the petition of ten taxable inhabitants, verified 
by the affidavit of five of the petitioners, shall issue a 
rule upon the delinquent or delinquents to show cause 
why their seats should not be declared vacant. The 
rule shall be returnable not less than five days from the 
time of its issue, and, after hearing, the court may de
clare the seats of any delinquents vacant, and appoint 
others in their stead to hold office until a successor is 
elected for the unexpired term at the next munieipal 
election occurring at least sixty days thereafter. 
· Section 702. Monthly Meetings; Quorum.-The 

board shall meet at least once a month, at such time 
and such place as may be designated by ordinance. A 
majority of the members of the board shall constitute a 
quorum. 

Section 703. Compensation.-Each township commis
sioner shall receive a salary of one hundred dolla~ per 
year in townships having a population of less than five 
thousand, two hundred dollars per year in townships 
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having a population of five thousand and more but less 
than twenty-five thousand, and three hundred dollars 
per year in townships having a population of twenty
five thousand and more, payable quar~erly, as full com
pensation for the duties imposed by the provisions of 
this act. 

Section 704. Reports to State Department of High
ways.-The township commissioners shall annually, on 
or before the first day of February in each year, make 
a sworn statement to the State Department of High
ways on blanks furnished to them by the said depart
ment, of the whole amount of tax levied during the 
preceding year for road and bridge purposes and the 
total amount of taxes collected during the year for· 
road and bridge purposes. They shall specify, in such 
report, the amount expended for maintenance or re
pairs of roads and bridges, for opening and building 
new roads and bridges, and for macadamizing or other
wise permanently improving roads, the number of miles 
of roads thus made, and the total number of miles of 
township roads in the township. Such report shall also 
contain such other matters and things pertaining to 
roads and bridges as the department may require. 

ARTICLE VIII 

TOWNSHIP TREASURER 

Section 801. Bond.-The treasurer of each town
ship shall give bond in a sum to be prescribed by ordi
nance or resolution and at least equal to fifty per 
centum of the probable amount of the annual township 
tax. Such bond shall be subscribed by sureties approved 
by the township commissioners, or by a surety company 
or companies duly authorized to do business in this 
Commonwealth. The bond given by the treasurer shall 
be conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties 
of his office, for a just account of all moneys belonging 
to the township funds that may come into his hands 
from taxation or otherwise, for the payment over thereof 
only in the manner prescribed by law, for the delivery 
to his successor in office of all papers, books, documents, 
and other things held in right of his office, and for the 
payment to such successor of any balance in money re
maining in his hands or charged against him in the 
settlement of his accounts. Said bond shall be filed with 
the township commissioners. 

Section 802. Compensation.-The township treasurer 
shall receive for his duties, as treasurer and tax col
lector for the township_, a sum equal to five per centum 
of all township taxes received or collected by him, and, 
in addition thereto, a sum equal to one per centum on 
all other moneys received or collected by him for the 
township, unless a different rate or annual compensa-
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tion shall be fixed by ordinance of the t61wnship com
missioners finally adopted thirty days prior to his elec
tion: Provided, That in no case shall the total compen
sation of the treasurer, as treasurer and tax collector 
for the township, exceed the sum of ten thous.and dol
lars ($10,000). 

Section 803. .Acc<mnts to be Kept by Treasurer.
Every township treasurer shall take charge of all town
ship moneys from all sources, and promptly deposit the 
same in a bank, banking institution or trust company 
in the name of the township, and keep distinct accounts 
of all sums received from taxes and other sources, which 
accounts shall at all times be open to the inspection of 
the commissioners and township auditor or controller. 
He shall annually state his accounts, and lay the same, 
together with the books and the vouchers, before the 
townsh1p auditor or controller for audit. 

Section 804. Payment of Moneys on Orders.-The 
township treasurer shall pay out the moneys eoming 
into his hands only on orders, numbered in the order 
of their issue, signed by the president or vice president 
and attested by the secretary or assistant secretary of 
the board, and designating the appropriation out of 
which the orders shall be paid. .Any township treasurer 
who shall pay out mqneys in his hands except upon 
such orders, or shall pay out moneys in excess of the 
appropriation, shall be allowed no credit in the settle
ment of his accounts for the sum or sums so paid out, 
nor shall he have any claim or right of action against 
the township therefor. 

Section 805. Powers as Tax Collector.-The town
ship treasurer, by virtue of his office as treasurer, shall 
be tax collector. He shall collect all county, township, 
school, poor, and other taxes, within such township, 
levied by authorities empowered to levy taxes. He shall, 
in addition to the powers, duties, and responsibilities 
enumerated in this act, have all the powers, perform 
all the duties, and be subject to all the obligations and 
responsibilities as are now by law vested in, conferred 
upon, or imposed upon, collectors of the several classes 
of taxes hereinbefore mentioned. 

It is the purpose and intent of this section that no 
local taxes shall be collected in any township, except by 
the treasurer of the township. 

Section 806. Oath; Bond "for County Taxes, Et 
Cetera.-The treasurer of every township shall, before 
he enters upon the duties of his offiee as collector of 
taxes for the county, take and subscribe a.n oath of 
office and file the same in the office of the. court of 
quarter sessions, and shall annually enter into a bond 
to the Commonwealth, in not more than the amount of 
taxes charged and assessed in the county duplicates, 
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with at least two sufficient sureties or one trust or 
bonding company. The bond shall be approved by the 
court of quarter sessions and shall be filed in the office 
of the clerk of said court. The condition of the bond 
shall be, that the treasurer shall well and truly pay 
over or account for the whole amount of taxes charged 
and assessed in the duplicates which shall be delivered 
to him. This bond does not cover the collection and 
payment over of township or school taxes. 

Section 807. Special Funds; Penalty.-Whenever 
any moneys are collected in any township for any spe
cial purpose and are paid into the hands of the treas
urer of such township, it shall be unlawful for such 
treasurer to apply such moneys, or any part thereof, 
to any purpose other than that for which such moneys 
were collected. Every· such misapplication shall be a 
misdemeanor. Upon conviction of such offense, the 
treasurer shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
the amount so misapplied, or by imprisonment for not 
less than three months and not more than one year. 

Section 808. Depositories of Township Funds; Selec
tion of Bonds.-The board of commissioners shall, from 
time to time, desfgnate, by resolution, a depository or 
depositories for township funds. Such depository or 
depositories shall be banks, banking institutions or 
trust companies located in the Commonwealth. 

Depositories so designated shall, upon receipt of notice 
of their selection as a depository of township funds, 
furnish a bond to secure payment of deposits and any 
interest to the township, with a proper warrant to con
fess judgment in favor of the township, secured by a 
surety company or individual sureties to be approved 
by the board of commissioners. Such bonds shall be in 
a sum, to be fixed by ordinance or resolution, at least 
equal to the probable greatest amount of such deposit 
at any one time. 

The township treasurer shall, upon the designation and 
qualification of such depository or depositories, im
mediately transfer thereto the township funds, and shall 
thereafter keep such deposits solely in such depository 
or depositori~ in the name of the township. 

No township treasurer, complying .with the provi
sions of this section, nor his surety or sureties, shall be 
<'hargeable with losses i16 township funds caused by the 
failure or negligence of such depo!l!itory or depositories. 

ARTICLE IX 

TOWNSHIP SECRETARY 

Section 901. Election of Secretary; Salary.-The 
board of commissioners in townships shall elect a secre
tary, who must be a qualified voter of the township, 



SESSION OF 1931. 

and not a member of the board. He shall act as secre
tary of the board, shall be the official keeper of the 
minutes, and shall perform such other duties as are 
prescribed by ordinance or resolution of the board. 
He shall provide suitable books, the cost of which shall 
be paid out of the township funds, wherein he shall 
enter all matters of which he :is required to keep a rec
ord. His salary shall be fixed by ordinance or resolu
tion. 

Section 902. Duties; Penalty.-The secretary of a 
township shall keep a record of the appropriations made 
by the township commissioners and the amounts charge
able thereto. He shall furnish to any person, so re
questing, a statement showing the amount available for 
future charges against any appropriated fund. Any 
secretary who shall knowingly and wilfully furnish an 
incorrect statement shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay 
a fine of not more than five hundred dollars. 

Section 903. Records Open to Inspection.-The 
minute book and other records and documents of every 
township shall be open to the inspection of any tax
payer thereof, his, her, or its agent, upon demand 
therefor. 

ARTICLE x 
AUDITORS 

Section 1001. Meetings; General Duties; Compensa~ 
tion.-The auditors of townships shall meet annually, 
on the day following the day which is fixed by this act 
for the organization of the township commissioners, and 
shall audit, settle, and adjust the accounts of the town
ship commissioners, township treasurer, tax collector, 
secretary, and other officers and persons receiving and 
disbursing or authorizing the disbursement of the 
moneys of the township during the preceding fiscal 
year. Two auditors shall constitute a quorum. Each 
auditor shall receive five dollars per diem :for each day 
necessarily employed in the duties of his office, to be 
paid out of the funds of the township. 

Section 1002. Subpoenas; Power to Administer 
Oaths; Penalty.-The auditors of each township may 
issue subpoenas to obtain the attendance of the officers 

· and persons whose accounts they are required to ad
just, their executors and administrators, and of any 
persons whom it may ba nece.ssary to examine as wit
nesses, and to compel their attend!}.nce by attachment, 
in like manner as any court of common pleas may in 
cases pending before them, and may also compel the 
production of all books, vouchers, and papers relative 
to such accounts. Such subpoena and attachment shall 
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be issued by a justice of the peace and be served and 
executed by a constable or any township auditor. 

The auditors of each township may administer oaths 
and affirmations to all persons brought or appearing be
fore them, whether accountants, witne.sses, or otherwise. 
All persons guilty of swearing or affirming falsely on 
such examination shall be guilty of perjury. 

Section 1003. Surcharges; Publication and Filing of 
Statements.-The auditors shall complete their audit, 
settlement, and adjustment within as short a time as 
possible. Any officer or person whose act or neglect has 
contributed to the financial loss of the township shall 
be surcharged by the auditors with the amount of such 
loss. They shall, within ten days thereafter, publish, 
by advertisement in at least one newspaper of general 
circulation printed in the township or county, a concise 
itemized statement of the receipts and expenditures of 
the several officers for the preceding fiscal year. They 
shall also, within ten days thereafter, file a copy of 
such statement with the secretary of the township and 
another copy of such statement with the clerk of the 
court of quarter sessions. When any two offices are 
exercised by the same person, only one statement shall 
he required. 

Section 1004. Canceling Orders.-The auditors shall 
cancel all orders and vouchers presented to them, which 
they find have been paid, by writing the word 
''audited'' on the face thereof. 

Section 1005. Penalty for Failure to Perform Duty. 
-Any auditor neglecting or refusing to comply with 
the preceding provisions of this article shall pay a pen
alty of one hundred dollars, to be recovered by suit, 
instituted in the name of the township, upon the com
plaint of any taxpayer, in the same manner as debts 
of like amount are recoverable. Any penalty recovered 
shall be paid into the treasury of the township. 

Section 1006. Employment and Compensation of 
Attorney.-The auditors, in case of a disagreement with 
any official or board of officials whose accounts they 
are required to audit, may employ an attorney. Such 
attorney shall not be employed until reasonable effort 
to reach an agreement has been made, and only after· 
notice of their intention so to do has been given to said 
official or board of officials. The compensation for such 
attorney shall be fixed by the auditors, and shall not 
exceed the sum of ten dollars per day, nor total in any 
case more than thirty dollars, unless when an appeal 
is taken to the courts, in which case the court shall :fix 
the additional ·compensation for the attorney. '!'he 
compensation for said attorney shall be paid out of the 
fund, the settlement of which is in dispute, by a war
rant drawn by the auditors upon the treasurer of such 
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fund, immediately upon the final settlement of the ac
count. 

Section 1007. Balances Due to be Entered as Judg
ments.-.Any balance, in any report of the auditors, 
against any officer of the township shall constitute a 
surcharge against such officer as fully as if expressly 
stated in said report to be a surcharge, and the amount 
of any balance and of any express surcharge shall, un
less appealed from within thirty days as hereinafter 
provided, be entered by the prothonotary as a judg
ment against such officer and in favor of the township. 
Unless an appeal is taken as hereinafter provided, the 
auditors shall direct the clerk of the court of quarter 
sessions to certify the amount of every balance or sur
charge, contained in any such report, to .the court 
of common pleas for entry thereof by the prothonotary 
as a judgment. 

Section 1008. Collection of Surcharges by Tax
payers.-The auditors or any taxpayer of the township 
may enforce the collection thereof, for the benefit of 
the township, by action or execution, upon filing in the 
court of common pleas a bond, with one or more sureties 
(in the case only of a taxpayer), conditioned to in
demnify the township from all costs which may accrue 
in the proceedings undertaken by such taxpayer, sub
ject, however, to all rights of appeal from the report of 
the auditors granted by this article. 

Section 1009. .Appeals from Report.-The township, 
or any taxpayer thereof on its behalf, or any officer or 
person whose account is settled or audited by the town
ship auditors, may appeal from any settlement or audit 
to the court of common pleas within thirty days after 
the settlement has been filed in the court of quarter 
sessions. 

Section 1010. .Appeal _Bond.-No appeal by a tax
payer or officer shall be allowed unless the applicant 
shall enter into a recognizance to prosecute the same 
with effect, and to pay all cost accruing thereon in case, 
if the appellant be a taxpayer, he shall fail to obtain 
a final decision more favorable to the township than 
that awarded by the auditors, or in case the appellant 
be an accounting officer, he shall fail to obtain a final 
decision more favorable to the officer t.b.an that awarded 
by the auditors. 

Section 1011. Intervention by Taxpayers.-When
ever an appeal has been taken from the report of the 
auditors by the township, or by any person charged in 
such report with any sum of money, any taxpayer of 
the township many intervene in such appeal, and either 
prosecute the same on its behalf, or defend it against 
the appeal of the person so charged. No taxpayer shall 
intervene unless he shall file in the court of common 
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pleas a bond, with one or more sufficient securities, con
d~tioned to indemnify the township against all costs 
accruing by reason of such intervention. 

Seetion 1012. Consolidation of Appeals.-When 
more than one appeal from the report of the auditors 
is taken, whether by the township, an officer or officers 
thereof, or by a taxpayer, the court shall, upon petition 
of any party interested, direct the several appeals to be 
disposed of in a single proceeding. 

Section 1013. Testimony and Argument.-Any per
son interested may order the appeal upon the argument 
list, and evidence may be taken before any person au
thorized to administer oaths, upon rule for that purpose 
served upon the opposite party. 

Section 1014. Framed Issues.-Whenever any mat
ter of fact is in dispute, the court of common pleas is 
authorized to frame an issue for the trial thereof. 

Section 1015. Prima Facie Evidence.-The accounts 
of the officer or officers in question may be investigated 
de novo. The figures and facts found and stated by 
the auditors in their report of audit shall be taken as 
prima facie correct, as against any such officer, and 
the burden shall be upon each officer whose accounts 
are in question to establish the validity of. the credits 
which he elaims. 

Section 1016. Judgment.~After hearing, the court 
shall file .its findings of fact and law and enter. judg
ment in accordance therewith, and the judgment so 
entered may be enforced by any appropriate proceed
ings by the party prevailing. 

Section 1017. Costs.-In all cases of appeal from the 
report or audit of th.e township auditors to the court 
of common pleas, the costs shall abide the event of the 
suit as in other cases. · 

Section 101s: Appeals.-Any person interested may 
except to the rulings of tl1e courts, and may appeal 
therefrom to the Superior or Supreme Court as in other 
cases. 

Section 1019. Coun.sel Fees.-When an appeal is 
taken from the township auditor's report or settlement 
of the accounts of any public officer, in accordance with 
the laws relating thereto, and such appeal results favor
ably to the appellants in such a manner that money 
is recovered for any township, .the court hearing such 
appeal shall make an order to pay a coum;el fee, which 
it deems just and reasonable, to the counsel represent
ing sueh appeal, out of the funds so recovered. 

This section shall apply to all such cases now pend
ing or hereafter brought in any court of this Common
wealth. 



SESSION OF 1931. 

ARTICLE XI 

CONTROLLER 

Section 1101. Oath and Bond of Controller.-The 
township controller, where such o:fP.ce has been created, 
shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, take 
and subscribe the oath prescribed by this act for town
ship officers, and shall give bond to the township, with 
two or more sureties, or with a eurety company, to be 
approved by the board of commissioners, in the sum of 
twenty thousand dollan, conditioned for the faithful 
discharge of his duties, and to adequately protect the 
township from any illegal or unfaithful action by the 
controller. The cost of such bond shall be paid by the 
township. 

The township controller may, at the instance of a 
taxpayer, and by l'ule upon him for that purpose, be 
compelled to justify his bond as to the amount thereof 
and the responsibility of the sureties before the court 
of common pleas. 

Section 1102. Salary of Controller.-The salary of 
the controller shall be fixed by ordinance. In town
ships having a population of fifty thousand or more, 
the salary of the controller shall not exceed four tholl
sand dollars. In townships having a population of 
forty thousand or more, but less than fifty thousand 
inhabitants, the salary of the controller shall not exceed 
thirty-six hundred dollars. In townships having :a 
population of thirty thousand or more, but less than 
forty thousand inhabitants, the salary of the controller 
shall not exceed twenty-four hundred dollars. In town
ships having a population of twenty thousand or more, 
but less than thirty thousand inhabitants, the salary 
of the controller shall not exceed one thousand five 
hundred dollars. In townships having a population of 
fifteen thousand or more, but less than twenty thou
sand inhabitants, the salary of the controller shall not 
exceed twelve hundred dollars. In townships having a 
population of ten thousand or more, but less than fifteen 
thousand inhabitants, the salary of the controller shall 
not exceed nine hundred dollars. In townships having 
a population of less than ten thousand and not less 
thliln five thousand, tbe salary of the controller shall not 
exceed seven hundred and fifty dollars. In townships 
having a. population -0f less than five thousand and not 
less than twenty-five hundred, the salary of the con
troller shall not exceed five hundred dollars. In town
ships :having a population of less th1m two thousand 
five hundred, the salaty of the controller shall not ex
ceed three hundred dollars. 

Section 1103. General Powers and Dutfos -0f Con
troller; May Require Attendance of Witnesses; Pen-
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alty.-The township controller shall superintendent the 
fiscal affairs of the township. He shall examine, audit, 
and settle all accounts whatsoever in which the town
ship is concerned, either as debtor or creditor, where 
provisions for the settlement thereof are made by law, 
and where no such provisions, or an insufficient pro
vision, has been made, he shall examine such accounts 
and report to the board of commissionera the facts re
lating thereto, with his opinion thereon. 

The controller, in addition to the above audits, shall 
annually audit, settle, and adjust the accounts for the 
immediately preceding fiscal year, in which the town
ship is concerned, and for any preceding fiscal year, 
of any officer which have not previously been audited, 
settled, and adjusted. He shall finish said audit, settle
m&nt, and adjustment, and file in the office of the clerk 
of the courts of the county in which such township may 
be situated a report thereof, within sixty days after 
the beginning of the current fiscal year, setting forth 
an itemized statement of the charges against and 
credits of said officers and any balance or surcharge 
against them. The amount of any balance or shortage, 
or of any expenditure of a kind or made in a manner 
prohibited or not authorized by statute, or which causes 
a financial loss to the township, shall be surcharged 
against any officer against whom such balance or short
age shall appear, or who, by vote, act, or neglect, has 
made, approved, or permitted such expenditure. Any 
balance or surcharge against any such officer shall, by 
direction of the controller, be certified by the clerk of 
the courts to the prothonotary, who shall enter the same 
as a judgment against such officer unles8 he shall ap
pea I from such report as hereinafter provided. 

The township controller shall have supervision and 
control of the accounts of all departments, bureaus, 
and officers of the township, authorized to collect, re
ceive, <>r disburse the public moneys, or who are 
charged with the management or custody thereof. He 
shall audit their respective accounts and may at any 
time require from any of them a statement in writing 
of any moneys or property of the township in their 
hands or under their control, and he shall, immediately 
upon the discovery of any default, irregularity or de
linquency, report the same to the board of commission
ers. He shall also audit and report upon the account 
of any such officer upon the death, resignation, removal, 
or expiration of the term of the said officer. 

In the making of any audit or settlement, and in the 
authentication of any account or claim or demand 
against the township, the controller of any township 
shall have the same power and authority to obtain the 
attendance before him of parties and witnesses, and the 
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production of books and papers, and to administer oaths 
and affirmations,. as are given by law to county and 
t-0wnship auditors. All persons guilty of swearing or 
affi:rm.ing falsely before him shall be liable to the pen
alty for perjury. 

Section 1104. Controller to Countersign Warrants.
The township controller shall countersign all warrants 
upon the township treasurer, the form thereof to be 
prescribed by the board of commissioners, but no war
rant shall be countersigned unless there is sufficient 
unencumbered money in the respective appropriati-On 
item to pay the same. Whenever a warrant on the 
treasurer shall be presented to the controller to be 
countersigned, the person presenting the same shall, if 
the controller require, produce evidence: 

1. That the amount expressed in the warrant is due 
to the person in whose favor it is drawn. 

2. That the supplies or services for payment of which 
the warrant is drawn have been furnished or performed 
according to law and the terms of the contract. 

Section 1105. Controller to Prevent Appropriation 
over Drafts.-The township controller shall not permit 
any appropriation made by the board of township com
missioners to be overdrawn. Whenever an appropria
tion is exhausted, the object of which is not complete, 
he shall immediately report the fact to the board of 
commissioners, and accompany such report with a state
ment of the moneys which have been drawn on such 
appropriation and the particular purpose for which 
they are drawn. 

Section 1106. Amount of Contracts to be Charged 
Against Appropriatious.-Every contract involving ap
propriation of money shall designate the item of ap
propriation on which it is founded, and the estimated 
amount of the expenditure thereunder shall be charged 
against such item and so certified by the township eon
troller on the contract, before it shall take effect as a. 
contract, and the payment required by such contract 
shall be made from the fund appropriated therefor. If 
the controller shall certify any contract in excess of 
the appropriation made therefor, the township shall 
not be liable for such excess, but the controller and his 
sureties shall be liable for the same, which may be re
covered in an action at law by the contracting party 
aggrieved. It shall be the duty of the controller to 
certify contracts for the payments of which sufficient 
appropriations have been made. 

Section 1107. Controller's Report.-The township 
controller shall, as often as he may deem expedient or 
the board of commissioners shall direct, sugge&t plans 
to the board of commissioners for the management and 
improvement of the township finances; and he shall 
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make a report, verified by oath or affirmation, to the 
board of commissioners, at the first stated meeting in 
January in each year, of the public account of the 
township, ·and of the trusts in its care, exhibiting all 
the e~penditures thereof respectively, the sources from 
which the revenue and funds are derived, and the man
ner in which the same have been disbursed. Each ac
count shall be accompanied by a detailed statement of 
the several appropriations made by the board of com
missioners, the amount drawn on each appropriation, 
and the balance standing to the debit or credit of such 
appropriation. The report shall be published, at the 
expense of the township, once a week for two weeks in 
a newspaper circulnting grncrally in the township. 

Section 1108. Books to be Kept by Controller.-The 
township controller shall keep H regular set of books, 
in which shall be opened and kept as many accounts, 
under appropriate titles, as may be necessary to show 
separately and distinctly all the estates and property 
whatsoever, real and personal, vested in the township, 
all trusts in the care of tl:J.e same, all debts due and 
owing the township, all receipts and expenditures of 
the various departments of the township government, 
and all appropriations made by the board of commis
<;ioners and the sums under the same, respectively. 

Section 1109. Appeals from Controller's Report; 
Bond; Procedure on Appeal.-It shall be lawful for 
the township, or any taxpayer thereof on its behalf, or 
any officer against whom any sum shall be charged in 
the report of audit by the controller as filed in the 
office of the clerk of the court, to appeal therefrom to 
the court of common pleas within thirty days after the 
same shall be filed in the prothonotary 's office. The 
appeal shall be filed in the same number and term in 
which the report has been filed. If the appellant is a 
taxpayer, or any officer charged as aforesaid, he shall 
file a bond with one or more sufficient eecurities, con
ditioned to pay all costs thereafter accruing in case a 
decision more favorable to the party, on whose behalf 
the appeal shall be taken, than that contained in the 
report of audit shall not be obtained. 

In case any appeal shall be taken as aforesaid, the 
same may be placed upon the argument list of said 
court by either party, Testimony and evidence as to 
the accounts of any such officer may be taken before 
said court, or by depositions, as the court may direct, 
in the course of which the said accounts may be in
Yestigated de novo, and the burden shall be upon each 
officer whose accounts are involved in the appeal of 
establi~hing, by evidence from original sources, his right 
to credits claimed by him; but the opposing party in 
such appeal may use any facts, figures or :findings of 
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the report 0£ audit as prima facie evidence against any 
officer. 

Section 1110. Court to File Conclusions of Fact and 
Law; Judgment; Appeals.-After argument of said ap
peal, the court shall file its conclusions of fact and law 
and answers to any requests, and enter judgment in 
accordance therewith in favor of and against the proper 
parties. After argument, the court may direct an issue 
to be tried by a jury as to any specific disputed ques
tions of fact. Appeals may be taken by any person 
interested to the Superior or Supreme Court from any 
such judgment of the court of common pleas, in the 
same way that appeals are now authorized by law to 
be taken. 

Section 1111. Intervention of Taxpayers.-When 
any appeal to the court of common pleas shall be taken, 
as aforesaid, by the township, or any officers charged 
in said report with any sum of money, any taxpayer 
may come into court and intervene in said appeal, and, 
on behalf of the township, may cause the same to be 
proseruted to final judgment in the same manner and 
with the same effect as the township authorities could 
do. Such taxpayer shall, at the time of intervening, 
file in sai<l conrt a bond, with one or more sufficient 
sureties, conditioned to indemnify the township from 
all costs that may acerne by reason of such intervention 
subsequently thrreto. 

Collection of any judgment against any township of
ficer, entered by virtue of a oontrollcr's report of audit 
OT in the course of an appeal therefrom, may be en
forced against such officer and his sureties by the town
ship or any taxpayer thereof on its behalf by any ap
propriate proceedings, executionary or otherwise. 

Section 1112. Consolidation of Appeals.-When 
more than one app,eal from a controller's report of audit 
shall have been taken, whether by the toWJlship, a town
ship officer or officers, or a taxpayer, or any or all of 
them, the court of common pleas shall, upon petition of 
any party interested, direct the several appeals to be 
disposed of in a single proceeding. 

Section 1113. Controller to Retain Books, Docu
ments, Et Cetera, Pending Appeals.~Every towru;hip 
controller shall retain in his possession, during the 
thirty days' period elapsing between the date of filing 
his report and the expiration of the time for filing the 
appeal therefrom, all books, documents, vouchers, checks 
and other papers which have been procured before him 
in the course of his audit of the accounts ef township 
officers, and, if any appeal shall be taken, shall continue 
to hold the same for production in the proceeding to 
determine the appeal. 
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ARTICLE XII 

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR 

Section 1201. Election; Vacancies.--The board of 
commissioners, on the first Monday of January in any 
even-numbered year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
may elect, by a vote of a majority of the members, one 
person learned in the law, who shall be styled the town
ship solicitor, and who shall serve for the term of two 
years, from the :first Monday of January of the even
numbered year in or succeeding which he was elected, 
and until his successor qualifies. The compensation of 
the solicitor shall be fixed by the board of commissioners 
·and shall not exceed five thousand dollars per annum. 
Vacancies in the office of township solicitor shall be 
filled by the board of commissioners for the unexpired 
term. 

Section 1202. Bond.-The township solicitor shall 
give a bond to the township, with two or more sureties, 
or one trust or bonding company, to be approved by the 
board of commissioners, in such sum as it shall by ordi
nance direct, conditioned for the faithful performance 
of his duty. 

Section 1203. Solicitor to have Control of Law Mat
ters.-The law matters of the township shall be under 
the superintendence, discretion, and control of the town
ship solicitor, and no official or official body of· the town
ship, except as herein otherwise provided, shall employ 
an additional counsel without the assent or ratification 
of the board of commissioners. 

Section 1204. Duties of Solicitor.-The township 
solicitor shall prepare such bonds, obligations, contracts, 
leas·es, conveyances, and assurances to which the town
ship, or any department thereof, may be a party, as 
may be directed by ordinance or resolution; he shall 
commence and prosecute all actions brought by the 
township for or on account of any of the estates, rights, 
trusts, privileges, claims, or demands, as well as defend 
all actions or suits against the township, or any officer 
thereof, wherein or whereby any of the estates, rights, 
privileges, trusts, ordinances, or accounts of the town
ship may be brought in question before any court in 
the Commonwealth; and shall do every professional act 
incident to the office which he may be authorized or 
required to do by the board of commissioners or by any 
ordinance or resolution. He shall, whenever required, 
furnish the board of commissioners, and the committees 
thereof, with his opinion in writing upon any question 
of law which may be submitted by any of them in their 
official capacities. 
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ARTICLE XIII 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 

(a) General Provisions 

Section 1301. Election of Township Engineer; Term; 
Filling of Vacancies.-The board of commissioners on 
the first Monday of January in any even-numbered year, 
or as soon thereafter as may be practicable, may elect, 
by a vote of a majority of the members, one person as 
township engineer, who shall be a registered civil engi
neer. He shall serve for a term of two years, from the 
first Monday of January of the even-numbered year in 
or succeeding which he was elected, and until his suc
cessor qualifies. The board of commissioners shall fix 
the compensation of the engineer. Vacancies in the 
office of township engineer shall be filled by the board 
of commissioners for the unexpired term. 

Section 1302. Bond.-The township engineer shall 
give a bond to the township, with two or more sureties, 
or one trust or bonding company, to be approved by the 
board of commissioners, in such sum as it shall by ordi
nance direct, conditioned for the faithful performance 
of his duty. 

Section 1303. Control of Engineering Matters.
The township engineer shall have the superintendence, 
direction and control of the engineering matters of the 
township; and no. department of the township shall em
ploy or retain any additional engineer, except with the 
consent and ratification of tlie board of commissioners. 

Section 1304. Duties; Preparation of Plans.-The 
township engineer shall perform such duties as the 
board of commissioners shall prescribe as to the con
struction, reconstruction, maintenance, and repair of all 
streets, roads, pavements, sewers, bridges, culverts, and 
other engineeringi work. He shall prepare plans, specifi
cations, and estimates of all such work undertaken by 
such township, and shall, whenever required, furnish 
the board of commissioners, and the committees thereof, 
with reports, information, or estimates on any township 
engineering work or on questions submitted by any of 
them in their official capacity. 

Section 1305. Certificate of Commencement and of 
Completion of Municipal Improvements.-The township 
engineer shall, immediately after the completion of any 
municipal improvement, the cost of which, in whole or 
in part, is to be paid by the owner of the abutting prop
erty, make certificate in which he shall state the day or 
time on which the particular improvement was com
pleted, and shall file the same with the township sec
retary, who shall enter the said day or time of com
pletion of the work in a book to be kept by him for 
said purpose; and the .said day or time mentioned in 
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said certificate shall be conclusive on all parties as to 
the time the said work was completed. The time of 
completion of the work, referred to in this section and 
in other parts of this act, shall be taken to mean the 
time of the completion of the whole contract for the 
improvement. He shall also furnish to the township 
·secretary a certificate showing the time at which any 
such particular improvement was commenced, and such 
certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the time when 
the said improvement was begun; and an entry of such 
date shall be made b;v said secretary in the book 
aforesaid. 

Section 1306. Surveys.-The township engineer shall 
have the charge and direction of all surveys and regu
lations authorized by any act of Assembly or ordinance 
of such township. 

(b) Real Estate Registry 

Section 1310. Provisions for Registration of Real 
Estate.-For the purpose of procuring accurate infor
mation in reference to the ownership of all real estate, 
the board of township commiss.i.-0ners may provide, by 
ordinance for the registry thereof in the manner 
following. 

Section 1311. Preparation of Books, Plans and 
Maps.-The township engineer of any township in 
which such registry shall be established, as aforesaid, 
shall cause to be made all such necessary books, maps 
and plans as will show the situation and dimensions of 
each property therein, which books, maps or plans shall 
be so prepared as to show the house number, if any, the 
name of the owner or owners thereof, with blank spaces 
for the owner of each lot, with provision for the name11 
of future owners, and dates of future transfer of title. 
For such purpose, the township engineer shall have 
free access, without charge, to any of the public records 
wherein the necessary information may be obtainable 
therefor. He may also cause search to be made in any 
other place for any muniments or evidence of title, 
not reported to him as hereinafter provided, and req
uisite for the completion of such books, maps or plans. 

Section 1312. Preservation of Records.-The said 
books, maps and plans shall be carefully preserved in 
the office of the engineer of said township; and shall 
be so kept, by additions from time to time, or otherwise, 
as to show the ownership of every lot or piece of real 
estate, or subdivision thereof, within the township limits, 
wit.b. the successive transmissions of title, from the date 
of the commencement of such plans; but nothing therein 
or in this article shall invalidate any municipal or tax 
claim by reason of the fact that the same is not assessed 
or levied against the registered owner. 

Section 1313. Certified Cop!es of Entries Admissible 
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as Evidence.-Certified copies, under the hand of the 
said engineer, of any of the entries in said books, or 
upon said maps or plans shall be received in evidence 
in the same manner as the books, maps and plans them
selves might be admissible for such purposes ; and may 
be also furnished to any person desiring the same for 
such fee or compensation, for the use of the township, 
as may be fixed by ordinance .• 

Section 1314. Duties Imposed on Owners of Rea) 
Estate when Registry Established; Penalty.-.All owners 
of unregistered real estate within the township limits, 
within one month from the date of the approval of the 
ordinance establishing sueh registry, and every subse
quent purchaser, and every devisee or person acquiring 
title by partition, or otherwise, to any real estate therein, 
within one month after acquiring such title, shall furnish 
to the said engineer, at his office, descriptions of their 
respective properties, upon blanks furnished by the 
township, and, at the same time, present their convey
ance .to be stamped by said engineer, without charge, 
as evidence of the registration thereof. .Any person or 
persons negleeting or refusing to comply with the pro
visions of this section, for a period of thirty days after 
public notice of the requirements thereof, shall be liable 
to a penalty of five dollars, to be recovered, with costs 
of suit, in the name and; for the use of the township, as 
penalties for the violation of township ordinances are 
recoverable: Provided, however, That such registration 
may, within said thirty day period, be also effected by 
the Recorder of Deeds of the county in accordance with 
existing law. 

Section 1315. Registry of Properties Sold at Judicial 
Sales; Duty of County Officers; Penalty.-The sheriffs. 
of the respective counties in which such townships are 
situated shall present for registry the deeds of all prop
erties within the township limits sold by them at judi
eial sales, whether by execution or in partition or 
otherwise. 

.ARTICLE XIV 
POLICE 

Section 1401. .Appointment and Compensation of 
Policemen.-The board of township commissioners shall 
fix, by ordinance or resolution, the number, rank and 
compensation of the members of the township police 
force. No policeman shall at the same time hold any 
public office other than constable and health officer. The 
board of commissioners shall prescribe all necessary 
rules and regulations for the organization of the poliee 
force. 

Section 1402. Chief 0£ Police and Other Officers.
The board of commissioners may designate the superin
tendent or the chief of police and other officers, who 
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shall serve until their successors are duly designated 
and qualified. 

Section 1403. Powers of Policemen.-Policemen 
shall be ex-officio constables of the township and may, 
without warrant and on view, arrest and commit for 
hearing any and all persons guilty of a breach of the 
peace, vagrancy, riotous, or disorderly conduct or drunk
enness, or who may be ·engaged in the commission of 
any unlawful act tending to imperil the personal se
curity or endanger the property of the eitizens, or vio
lating any of the ordinances of the township for the 
violation of which a fine or penalty is imposed. 

Section 1404. Service of Process; Fees.-Policemen 
shall have authorit~ to serve and execute all criminal 
process for the violation of the township ordinances, 
which may be issued RY any justice of the peace of the 
township, and shall charge the same fees and costs as 
pertain by law to constables for similar services, but such 
fees and costs shall be paid to the township treasurer 
for the use of the towmihip. 

Section 1405. Supervision of Police.-The chief of 
police and policemen shall obey the orders of the board 
of township commissioners or such other person or com
mittee as may be designated by ordinance or :r.:.esolution 
of the board for such purposes. 

Section 1406. Keepers to Receive Prisoners.-The 
keepers of jails, lockups, and station-houses shall receive 
all persons arrested by ~olicemen for the commission 
of any offense against the laws of the Commonwealth 
or the ordinances of the township. 

Section 1407. Badge.-The police, when on duty, 
shall wear a badge or shield with the words ''Town
ship Police" and the name of the township inscribed 
thereon. 

Section 1408. Not to Receive Fees.-Townships em
ploying policemen shall pay to all such policemen a fixed 
or stipulated salary. It shall not be lawful for any such 
policemen to charge or accept any fee or other compen
sation, in addition to his salary, for any service rendered 
or performed by him of any kind or nature whatsoever 
pertaining to his office or duties as a policeman, except 
public rewards and the expenses incurred in the dis
charge of his duties. 

Section 1409. Establishment of Police Pension Fund; 
Management.-Townships may, by ordinance, establish 
a polic'e pension fund to be maintained by an equal per
centage charge against each member of the police force 
not exceeding annually four per centum of the pay of 
such member. The fund shall be under the direction 
of the township commissioners or such committee as 
they may designate, and shall be applied, under such 
regulations as the commissioners may by ordinance pre
scribe, for the benefit of such members of the police 
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force as shall receive honorable discharge therefrom by 
reason of age or disability and th_e families of such as 
may be injured or killed in the servic~. Any allowances 
made to those who are retired by reason of disability 
or age shall be in conformity with a uniform scale. 

Section 1410. Minimum Service for Retirement.
The ordinance establishing the police pension fund may 
prescribe a minimum period of continuous service, not 
less than twenty years, and an age limit after which 
members of the force may be retired from active duty 
and may be entitled to benefits of such fund. Police
men so retired shall be subject to service as police re
serves until unfitted for such service by reason of age 
or disability, when they may be finally discharged. 

Section 1411. Retirement Allowance.-The basis of 
the apportionment of the pension shall be determined 
by the rate of monthly pay of the member at the date 
of death, honorable discharge, or retirement, and shall 
not in any case exceed in any year one-half the annual 
pay of such member, computed at su.ch monthly rate. 

Section 1412. General Funds of Township not Lia
ble.-Payments made for retirement allowances shall be 
a charge on no other fund in the treasury of the town
ship or under its control other than the police pension 
fund. 

Section 1413. Township Appropriations; Gifts; 
Management.-Any township may make contributions 
to the police pension fund and may take, by gift, grant, 
devise or bequest, any money or property, real, personal 
or mixed, in trust for the benefit of such police pension 
fund. The care, management, investment, and disposal 
of such trust funds or property shall be vested in such 
officers as the township commissioners shall, by ordi
nance, direct, and shall be governed by emch officers, 
subject to any directions not inconsistent therewith, as 
the donors of such funds and property may prescribe. 
Any township may also make contributions to any in
corporated police pension fund extending retirement 
benefits to police officers of the township, subject to 
such conditions as the township commissioners may 
impose. 

Section 1414. Reasons for Denying Retirement Al
lowance.-No person participating in such police pen
sion fund established by ordinance, and becoming en
titled to receive a benefit therefrom, shall be deprived 
of his rights except for failing to comply with some 
general regulation relating to the management of such 
fund, which may be made by ordinance, and which pro
vides that a failure to comply therewith shall terminate 
the right to participate in the pension fund, after such 
notice and hearing as it shall· prescribe. 

40 
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ARTICLE XV 

CORPORATE POWERS 

Section 1501. Suits; Property.-Townships of the 
first class may-

I. Sue and be sued by the name of the Township 
of ................ ; 

II. Acquire, hold, lease, let and convey such real and 
personal estate as the purpose of the township shall re
quire. Such real and personal estate shall be taken and 
held only for the benefit of the inhabitants of the town
ship, and for such objects and purposes as township 
rates and levies are authorized by law fo be laid for. 

Section 1502. The corporate power of a township of 
the first class shall be vested in the board of township 
commissioners. The board shall have power-

I. Ordinances and Resolutions. To adopt resolutions 
and ordinances prescribing the manner in which powers 
of the township shall be carried out, and generally 
regulating the affairs of the township. All such ordi
nances, unless otherwise provided by law, shall be pub
lished at least once in one newspaper of general circula
tion in the township. Such ordinance shall not become 
effective until ten days after the publication aforesaid. 
In any case in which maps, plans or drawings of any 
kind are adopted as part of an ordinance, the commis
sioners may, instead of publishing the same as part of 
the ordinance, refer, in publishing the ordinance, to the 
place where such maps, plans or drawings are on file 
and may be examined. 

IL Fines for Violation of Ordinances. To prescribe 
fines and penalties, not exceeding three hundred dollars 
in any instance, for the violation of township ordinances, 
which fines and penalties may be collected by suit 
brought in the name of the township before any justice 
of the peace, in like manner as debts of like amount 
may be sued for by existing laws. 

III. Officers, Positions and Departments. To create 
any office, position or department which may be deemed 
necessary for the good government and interests of the 
township; to fix the compensation of persons appointed 
thereto ; and to employ the township assessor and any 
assistant township assessor to perform work for the 
township in connection with the assessment and valua
tion of property anq._ occupations for taxation purposes, 
or to perform other work when not engaged for the 
county, and to fix their compensation, payable by the 
township. 

IV. Township Manager. To create, by ordinance, 
the office of township manager, and in like manner to 
abolish the same. 

The powers, duties, term of office, and compensation 
of the township manager shall be regulated by ordi-
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nance. The commissioners may delegate, subject to re
call, any of their respective non-legislative and non-ju
dicial powers and duties to the township manager. He 
shall give a bond to the township, with one or more 
sureties, or one bonding company, to be approved by 
the commissioners, in such sum as it shall, by ordinance, 
direct, conditioned for the faithful performance of his 
duties. 

V. Police Force. To establish, equip, and maintain 
a police force, and to define the duties of the same. 

VI. Lockups and Commitments. To provide for the 
erection or purchase of lockups in the township for 
the detention and confinement of vagrants and persons 
arrested by the police officers until the persons so ar
rested can be taken before a justice of the peace for 
hearing; but no person shall be detained therein for a 
longer time than twenty-four hours (Sunday excepted) 
except upon order of a justice of the peace, legally au
thorized, who may commit any such person for further 
hearing. 

VII. Committing Magistrate. To designate, from 
time to time, one of the justices of the peace to sit at 
the police station or town hall as a committing 
magistrate. 

VIII. Vagrants. To arrest and confine. and to set 
to work on the roads or elsewhere, all vagrants found 
in the township .. 

IX. Disorderly Practices. Tu define and prohibit 
disorderly practices within the limits of the township. 

X. Public Safety. To take all needful means for 
securing the safety of persons or property within the 
township. 

XL Road Implements. To purchase tools, imple
ments, machinery, timber, and materials necessary for 
the making, paving, and repairing of streets, highways, 
sidewalks, and other public work; to employ sufficient 
number of laborers to make and repair the same; and 
to lease or lend such tools, implements, and machinery 
to other townships, boroughs, or cities. 

XII. Lights. To establish lights along the highways, 
including State and county highways, wherever deemed 
expedient, and on and along State highways and 
eounty highways, running through such townships. No 
such lights shall be established upon State highways 
until a permit has first been obtained from the State 
Department of Highways, or upon county highways 
until a permit has first been obtained from the county 
commissioners. 

XIII. Lighting Tax. On the petition of the owners 
of a majority of the lineal feet frontage along any high
way, or portion thereof, in any village within the town
ship, to enter into contracts with electric, gas, or other 
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lighting companies to light and illuminate the streets, 
highways, and other public places in said village with 
electric light, gas light, or other illuminant. 

The towru;hip commissioners may levy for the mainte
nance of said lights an annual special tax upon all the 
property, including factories and places of business, 
abutting upon said highways, based upon the assess
ment for county purposes. Such tax shall be collected 
in the same manner as other taxes. The township 
treasurer shall receive the same commission as on other 
township taxes. No such tax shall be levied against 
any farm land, but vacant lots between built-up sections, 
whether tilled or untilled, shall not be deemed to be 
farm lands. The township treasurer shall keep all such 
taxes collected for lighting the highways in a separate 
account and pay out the same only upon orders signed 
by the president or vice president of the township com
missioners, attested by the secretary or assistant secre
tary. The treasurer shall make a report to the auditor 
or controller of the township annually. 

XIV. Water Supplies. To enter into contracts with 
any person or corporation to supply water for fire pro
tection and other purposes for a period not exceeding 
twenty years. No such contract shall be exclusive as 
against the right of any other water company, nor inter
fere with the right of such township to erect, maintain, 
and operate its own waterworks. 

XV. Fire and Water Districts; Bond Issues and 
Taxes. To create, by ordinance, fire and water dis
tricts in any portion or portions of townships when, 
in their opinion, the ~ame ts necessary for the safety 
and convenience of the inhabitants of said township ; to 
issue bonds restricted to the districts so created, for the 
purpose of procuring and maintaining the necessary 
supply of water to said district; and to levy such special 
tax restricted to said district as may he necessary to 
redeem any bonds so issued. In lieu of the foregoing 
provisions relating to the issue of bonds, the township 
commissioners may charge for any such water supply 
by an assessment of a special water tax on all proper
ties located in the water district, which tax shall be 
based on the assessment for county purposes as estab
lished for general taxation. Such tax may be levied 
for a single year or for a term of years as the town
ship commissioners may determine, and shall be col
lected in the same manner as other taxes : Provided, 
also, That in lieu of the foregoing provisions, that in 
all cases where said township shall have established a 

. water system and shall construct main water lines in 
said township, the board of township commissioners 
may charge the cost of construction of any municipal 
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water lines or lateral lines, upon any streets, alleys, and 
thoroughfares adjacent to main lines, or such portion 
of the cost of construction as the board may deem 
proper, upon the properties benefited or accommodated 
thereby. The ordinance, providing for such charge, 
shall be adopted by the board within six months from 
date of the final completion of such system of water 
lines. Said charg~s shall be assessed and collected in 
the manner provided in this act for the assessment and 
collection of charges for the construction of sewers. 

XVI. Fire Regulations. To make regulations, as 
may be deemed proper, relative to the cause and man
agement of fires and the prevention thereof; to take 
measures for the extinguishment of fires, either by mak
ing annual appropriations towards the maintenance of 
fire companies, or in such other manner as said board 
of commissio.ners may deem proper; to ordain rules and 
regulations for the government of such fire companies 
and their officers, and to regulate the method to be fol
lowed in the extinguishment of fires; to purchase and 
maintain apparatus for the extinguishment of fires, and 
to make rules and regulations for the management of 
same. 

XVII. Fire Houses. To provide and maintain suit
able places for the housing of engines, hose carts, and 
other apparatns for the extingnii::hment of fire. No snch 
building shall be erected or maintained withont obtain
ing the assent of the electors thereof, expressed at an 
election to be held at the place, time, and nnfler the 
same regulations as provided by law for the holding of 
municipal elections. At such election the judges. in
spectors. and clerks shall receive ballots from the P1Pct
ors, which sh11ll he prenared in the manner nrPscrihPd 
by the general election law. In receiving and counting 
and in making returns of the votes cast, the fospectors, 
judges, and clerks of said election shall be governPd by 
the laws of this Commonwealth reg-nlating municipal 
elections, and the vote shall be conntPd by the court as 
is now provided by laws for municinal elections. The 
conRfahles of the township, by direction of the board 
of township commissioners, sh:ill issue proclamation. ten 
days prior to date of the municip11l election. stating that 
the qualified Pleet.ors will vote "F·or or against a fire
emrh1P house." 

XVTTI. B11ililin!! Rf'gnlatiom. To mnke reanlations 
for the construction of new building-s an<l the 11 lh•ration 
and rPrrnir of olil onPs, and to recr11ire th11t hPforp the 
work bPg-ins municirrnl ap11rova] of thf' nl:mi::. 11nrl snec
ific11tions thP"T"Pfor be sp<>11rPd: to cJmiRifv h11ilrlinai:: or 
parts of building-s according- to the use to be ma<le of 
them; to STJecify the mode of coni::trnction of s11ch iHf
ferent classes of buildings; and to require that before 
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any use or occupancy be changed from any classifica
tion to a different classification, as to which more strin
gent regulations are prescril)ed under the provisions of 
any ordinance relating thereto, municipal approval of 
the plans and specifications therefor be secured. 

XIX. Building Sanitation Regulations. In addition 
to other remedies provided by law, and in order to pro
mote the public health, safety, morals, and the general 
welfare, to enact and enforce suitable ordinances to 
govern and regulate the construction, alteration, repairs, 
occupation, maintenance, sanitation, lighting, ventila
tion, water supply, toilet facilities, drainage, use, and 
inspection of all buildings, or parts of buildings, con
structed, erected, altered, designed, or used, in whole 
or in part, for human habitation, and of the sanitation 
and inspection of land appurtenant thereto. In case 
any building or structure is constructed, reconstructed, 
altered, repaired, converted, or maintained, or any 
building or land is used, in violation of any ordinance 
enacted under authority conferred hereby, the corpo
rate authorities of the township, in addition to the pen
alties provided by ordinances enacted herewith, may 
institute appropriate actions or proceedings, at law or 
in equity, to prevent and restrain such unlawful con
struction, reconstruction, alteration, repairs, conversion, 
maintenance, or use, and to restrain, correct, or abate 
such violation and to prevent the occupancy of said 
building or structure. The ordinances enacted pur
suant to this clause shall not be inconsistent with the 
provisions of any statute governing- the same matter, 
but all regulations prescribed by such ordinances, which 
are additional or supplementary to the statute law 
and not inconsistent therewith, or enacted for the pur
pose of carrying into effect the provisions of the statute 
law. shall he valid and binding. 

XX. Building Inspectors. To provide for the in
spection of the construction and repair of buildings, in
cluding the appointment of one or more building in
spectors; to pre8cribe limits wherein none but buildings 
cf noncombustible material and fireproof roofs shall be 
erected or substantially reconstructed or removed there
into; to provide penalties for the violation of such 
regulations. Any building erected, reconstructed, or 
removed, contrary to the provisions of any ordinanGe 
passed for any of the purposes herein snecified, is de
clar<>il to be a public nuisance and ahatable as snch. 

XXI. Building Lines. To establish, by ordinance, 
and maintain uniform building lines upon any or all 
public streets, roads, highways, lanes and alleys of the 
township. 

XXII. Numbering Buildings. 0 To provide for and 
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regulate the naming of streets, courts and public 
squares; and to require and regulate the numbering 
of buildings. 

XXIII. Insurance. To make contracts with any fire 
insurance company, including mutual companies, insur
ing any building or property of the township; to make 
contracts with any insurance company insuring any 
public liability of the township ; to expend public funds 
to secure workmen's compensation insurance for the 
benefit of its employes, including volunteer firemen 
killed or injured while going to or returning from or 
attending fires within the township or territory adjacent 
thereto; and to enter into contracts of group insurance 
for the benefit of its employes. 

XXIV. Markets, Market Houses and Peddling. 
To provide and enforce regulations for markets and 
market houses, whether for individual use or for sale 
or resale ; and to acquire and own ground for and to 
erect, establish, and maintain market houses and market 
places, for which latter purposes, parts of any streets 
or sidewalks may be temporarily used as specified by 
the township commissioners; to contract with any per
son, firm, or corporation for the erection, maintenance, 
and regulation of market houses and market places, on 
such terms and conditions and in such manner as the 
board of commissioners may prescribe ; to provide for 
the payment of the cost and expense of providing 
mark'lts and market houses, either in whole or in part, 
from township funds; and to levy and collect a license 
tax from every person who may be authorized to occupy 
any portion of said market houses or places. 

XXV. Milk Inspection. To provide for the inspec
tion of milk and milk products; and to make regula
tions concerning the character and kind of milk which 
may be sold. 

XXVI. 
4

Nuisances. To make regulations respecting 
pigpens, slaughter houses, manure pits, drains, dumps, 
cesspools, and similar conditions, and to prohibit and 
remove any noxious or offensive manufacture, art or 
business, or dangerous structure, or weeds, or any other 
nuisance whatsoever, on public or private grounds, pre
judicial to the public health or safety, or to require 
the removal of the same by the owner or occupier of 
such grounds; in default of which, the township may 
cause the same to be done and collect the cost thereof, 
together with. a penalty of twenty per centum of such 
cost, jn the manner provided by law for the collection 
of municipal claims or by action of assumpsit without 
the filing of a claim. 

XXVII. Garbage and Rubbish. To prohibit accumu
lations of garbage and rubbish upon private properties; 
and to provide, by contract or otherwise, for the collec-
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tion, removal and disposal, through incinerating works, 
garbage plants or otherwise, of ashes, garbage, and 
rubbish. Any such contract may be made for a period 
not exceeding three years. 

XXVIII. Inflammable and Explosive .Articles. To 
prohibit the manufacture, sale or exposure of fireworks 
and other inflammable and explosive articles; to pre
scribe the quantities of inflammable and explosive 
articles that may be kept in any place; and to prescribe 
such other safeguards as may be deemed necessary. 

XXIX. Smoke Regulations. To regulate the emis
sion of smoke from chimneys, smokestacks and other 
sources, except locomotive smokestacks. 

XXX. Animals. To prohibit or regulate the run
ning at large of animals. 

XXXI. Amusements. To regulate, license, and pro
hibit shows, circuses, sports and amusements of all sorts. 

XXXII. Party Walls and Fence Regulations. To 
make regulations respecting foundations, party walls 
and partition fences ; and to prescribe reasonable fees 
for the services of its officers and agents in the adjust
ment of party walls, partition fences and the like, and 
to enforce payment of the same. 

XXXIII. Watering Troughs. To erect watering 
troughs along the highways, at an expense not exceed
ing twenty dollars each, and to keep the same in repair. 

XXXIV. Motor .Ambulances. To acquire and to 
operate and maintain a motor ambulanee for the pur
poses of conveying sick and injured persons of such 
municipality and the vicinity to and from hospitals, 
and, for such purposes, to appropriate and expend 
moneys of the township. 

XXXV. Display of Flags. To display the flag of 
the United States, of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania, and of any county, city, borough, or township on 
the public buildings or any property of the township. 

XXXVI. Memorial Day .Appropriations. To appro
priate moneys for the expenses of Memorial Day serv
ices. 

XXXVII. Care of Memorials. To maintain and keep 
in good order and repair at the expense of the township, 
and it shall be their duty so to do, any soldiers' monu
ment, gun, or carriage, or other similar memorial, when 
there is not in existence any person, body or organiza
tion to care for and maintain the same, and when such 
memorials were not erected by the government of the 
United States. the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, any 
other state, or by the commissioners of any county; and 
to receive from persons or organizations funds for such 
purposes. 

XXXVIII. Soldiers' Cemeteries. To purchase plots 
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of ground in any cemetery or burial ground for the 
interment of such deceased service men who shall here
after die within such township, or shall die beyond such 
township and shall have a legal residence within such 
township at the time of their death, and whose bodies 
are entitled to be buried by the county under the pro
visions of existing laws. Such plots of ground shall be 
paid for out of the treasury of such township. 

XXXIX. Appropriations to Civic Associations. To 
annually appropriate a sum, not exceeding two hundred 
dollars, for the support of any voluntary association 
composed of electors of the several townships within 
such county, or any Qf them, which association is formed 
for the study and investigation of the welfare, economics, 
management and government of townships, and for the 
protection and safeguarding of the rights and franchises 
of townships, and for the purpose of recommending 
legislation beneficial to townships, or any one or more 
of such purposes. 

XL. Armory Buildings. To appropriate money or 
convey land, either independently or in connection with 
any county, city, town, borough, or towru;hip, to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the purpose of 
assisting the Armory Board of the Commonwealth in 
the erection Qf armories for the use of the National 
Guard, and to furnish water, light, or fuel, free of cost 
to the Commonwealth, for use in any armory, and to 
do all things necessary to accomplish the purposes of 
this clause. 

XLI. Land for Armories. To take by right of 
eminent domain, for the purpose of appropriating to 
themselves, for the use of the National Guard of Penn
sylvania, such public lands, easements, and public prop
erty as may be in their possession or control, and used 
or held by them for any other purpose. Such right, 
however, sl{-all not be exercised as to any street or high
way or wharf, but all ·other public easements and prop
erty may be appropriated and used for the purpose 
herein provided, any limitation of the use thereof by 
the township, either by donation, dedication, appropria
tion, statute, or otherwise, to the contrary notwith
standing. 

XLII. Land for Armory Purposes. To acquire, by 
purchase or by gift or by the right of eminent domain, 
any land for the use of the National Guard of Penn
sylvania, and to convey such lands so acquired to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to assist the Armory 
Board in the erection Qf armories. The proceedings for 
the condemnation of lands under the provisions of this 
act, and for the assessment of damages for property 
tal\en, injured or destroyed, shall be taken in the same 
manner as is now provided by this act for the con-
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demnation of lands. The power conferred by this clause 
shall not be exercised to take any church property, 
graveyard, cemetery, or any dwelling house, or the 
curtilage of the same, in the actual occupancy of the 
owner. 

XLIII. Junk Dealers, Pawnbrokers, Auctions, Etc. 
To regulate and license junk dealers, pawnbrokers, 
hucksters, peddlers, vendors, and public auctions and 
auctioneers. 

XLIV. Fire Prevention. To take measures for the 
prevention of fires by inspecting, regulating, and abat
ing fire hazards. 

XLV. Comfort and Waiting Stations and Drinking 
F'ountains. To acquire property for the purposes of 
providing, maintaining, and operating thereon comfort 
and waiting stations and drinking fountains; and to 
construct and maintain such stations and fountains on 
any of the highways of the township. 

ARTICLE XVI 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

(a) Boards of Health 
Section 1601. Appointment of Boards of Health and 

Health Officers.-The administration of the health laws 
in townships shall be enforced by a board of health, or 
by a health officer or officers, as the case may be, 
appointed by the township commissioners. 

Where township commissioners elect to appoint a 
health officer or officers, the said health officer or officers 
shall have the same powers and duties, and exercise the 
same authority, as is now prescribed for boards of 
health in townships. All health officers, whether 
appointed by boards of health or township commis
sioners, shall have had some experience or training in 
public health work in accordance with rules and regula
tions established by the advisory health board of the 
State Department of Health. Such health officers shall 
not enter upon the performance of their duties until 
they are certified so to do by the Secretary of Health of 
the State Department of Health. 

Section 1602. Members of Board; Terms; Secretary. 
-Where the township commissioners decide to appoint 
a board of health, said board shall be composed of five 
:members-at least one of whom shall be a reputable phy
sician of not less than two years' experience in the 
practice of his profession, if one resides within the 
township. The members of the board shall be appointed 
by the township commissioners. At the first appoint
ment, one member shall be appointed to serve for one 
year ; one, for two years; one, for three years ; one, for 
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four years; and one, for five years; and thereafter one 
member shall, in like manner, be appointed each year, 
to serve for five years. The members of the board of 
health shall serve without compensation: Provided, how
ever, If any member of the board shall be elected to the 
office of secretary, he shall be entitled to receive a 
salary, fixed by the board for that office. 

Section 1603. Organization of Board; Salary of Sec
retary; Bonds of Members; Fees and Penalties; Power 
to Administer Oaths.-The members of the board shall 
severally, take and subscribe to the o~th prescribed for 
township officers; and shall annually organize by elect
ing a president from among the members of the board, 
a secretary, who may or may not be a member of the 
board, and a health officer, who shall not be a member 
of the board. The secretary and the health officer shall 
receive such salary as may be fixed by the board and 
ratified by the board of commissioners of the township, 
and shall serve for a period of one year or until such 
time thereafter as their successors may be elected and 
qualified. They shall, sevefally, give bond to the town
ship, in such sums as may be fixed by ordinance, for 
the faithful discharge of their duties, and shall also 
take and subscribe to the oath required by members of 
the board. 

All fees which shall be collected or received by the 
board, or by any officer thereof in his official capacity, 
shall be paid over into the township treasury monthly, 
together with all penalties which shall be recovered for 
the violation of any regulation of the board. The presi
dent and secretary shall have full power to administer 
oaths or affirmations in any proceeding or investigation 
touching the regulations of the board, but shall not be 
entitled to receive any fee therefor. 

Section 1604. Duties of Secretary.-The secretary 
of the board shall keep the minutes of its proceedings; 
shall keep accurate accounts of the expenditures of the 
board, shall transmit all bills to the board of township 
commissioners for payment in the same manner as other 
bills of the township are paid; shall render statements 
of the expenditures to the board at each stated meeting 
or as frequently as the board may require; shall pre
pare, under the directions of the board, the annual re
port to the township commissioners, together with the 
estimate of appropriation needed for the ensuing year; 
shall report to the State Department of Health at the 
end of each week, and for the fraction of each week 
occurring at the end of each month, the cases of com
municable disease reported to the board of health, on 
the form provided for that purpose by the State De
partment of Health; shall also make an annual report 
to the State Department of Health; and shall make 
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such other reports and perform such other duties as 
the board of health may require. 

Section 1605. Duties of Health Officer.-It shall be 
the duty of the health officer to attend all stated and 
special meetings of the board of health, and at all times 
be ready and available for the prompt performance of 
his official duties. He shall placard and quarantine 
all premises upon which cases of communicable disease 
exist, which have been reported to the board of health 
or of which he or the board of health may have knowl
edge, which are required by law or by regulation of 
the State Department of Health or of the local board 
of health to be placarded and quarantined ; and shall 
disinfect such premises upon the expiration of the 
quarantine period and the recovery of the last person 
therein suffering from such disease. He shall serve 
written notice on teachers and persons in charge of pub
lic, parochial, Sunday, and other schools, requiring the 
exclusion from school of children who are suffering 
from or who reside in the same premises with other 
persons who are suffering from communicable diseases; 
1::1hall make sanitary inspections; shall execute the orders 
of the board of health; and shall, in the performance 
of his duties, have the power and authority of a police
man. 

Section 1606. Powers of Board of Health.-The said 
board of health shall have the power, and it shall be 
its duty, to enforce the laws of the Commonwealth, 
the regulations of the State Department of Health, and 
any ordina.nces of the township relating to health work, 
and to make and enforce such additional rules and 
regulations to prevent the introduction and spread of 
infectious or contagious diseases, by the regulation of 
intercourse with infected places, by the separation of 
infected persons and persons who shall have been ex
posed to any infectious or contagious disease, and by 
abating and removing all nuisances which it shall deem 
prejudicial to the public health, to mark infected houses 
or places, to prescribe rules for the construction and 
maintenance of house drains, wash pipes, soil pipes and 
cesspools, and make all such other rules and regulations 
as it shall deem necessary for the prese:rvation of the 
public health, and such other powers relating to health 
work as may be delegated by the township commis
sioners. The board shall also have power, with the con
sent of the township commissioners, in case of a pre-

. valence or apprehended prevalence of any contagious or 
ir.fectious diseases in its township, to establish one or 
more emergency hospitals, and to make provisions and 
regulations for the maintenance and management of 
the same. 

The board shall also have the power to make, enforce, 
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and cause to be published, all necessary rules and regu
lations for carrying into effect the powers and functions 
with which it is invested by law, and the power and 
authority relating to the public health conferred on 
townships. Such rules and regulations, when approved 
by the township commissioners, and when advertised in 
the same manner as other ordinances, shall have the 
force of ordinances of the township. .All penalties or 
punishments prescribed for the violation thereof, as well 
as the expenses actually and necessarily incurred in 
carrying such rules and regulations into effect, shall be 
recoverable, for the use of the township, in the same 
manner as penalties for violation of the ordinances of 
the township, and subject to the like limitations as to 
the amount thereof. 

Section 1607. Entry of Premises.-The board of 
health shall have the power, as a body or by committee, 
as well as the health officer, together with their as
sistants, subordinates, and workmen, under and by or
der of the said board, to enter at any time upon any 
premises in the township upon which there is suspected 
to be any infectious or contagious disease, or nuisance 
detrimental to the public health, for the purpose of ex
amining and abating the same, and for any other pur
pose arising in connection with or in the performance 
of their duties. 

Section 1608. Inspections.-The board of health may 
inspect house drains, waste and soil pipes, cesspools, 
waterclosets, slaughterhouses, hogpens, stables, stable 
yards, and any conditions or places whatsoever, in the 
township, which may constitute a nuisance or a menace 
to public health. Whenever any condition or place in 
the township is found by it to be a nuisance or a menace 
to the health of the people of the township, it shall issue 
a written order of abatement, directed to the owner, or 
agent of the owner of the premises, or to the occupant 
thereof, stating that the conditions specified therein 
constitute a nuisance or a menace to health, and order
ing an abatement thereof within such time as may be 
specified by it in such order. In case such order of 
abatement is not obeyed within the time specified 
therein, it shall thereupon issue a further written order 
to the health officer, directing him to remove or abate 
the same, which order shall be executed by him and 
his subordinates and workmen, and the expense thereof 
shall be recoverable from the owner of the premises 
upon or from which the nuisance or menace to health 
is abated or removed, in the same manner as debts of 
like character are now collected by law; or the said 
board of health may proceed to enforce such other 
remedy or inflict such penalty as may, by ordinance of 
the township, be provided. 

Section 1609. Budget; A.ppropriations.-It shall be 
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the duty of the board of health or appointed health 
officer or officers to submit annually, to the township 
commissioners, before the commencement of the fiscal 
year, an estimate of the probable expenditures of the 
board during the ensuing year; and the township com
missioners shall then proceed to make such appropria
tions as may be deemed necessary ; and the said board 
of health, health officer or officers, shall, in the month 
of January of each year, submit a report, in writing, 
to the township commissioners, of its appropriation and 
expenditures for the preceding year, together with such 
other information on subjects relative to the sanitary 
conditions or requirements of the township as may be 
necessary, and council or township commissioners shall 
publish the same in their official journal. 

Section 1610. Cooperation in Health Work.-.A.ny 
t-0wnship may cooperate with the county, or with any 
city, borough, township or school district, as well as 
with the State Department of Health, in the adminis
tration and enforcement of health laws. 

Section 1611. Powers of Secretary of Health.
Whenever, in the opinion of the Secretary of Health -0f 
the Commonwealth, conditions found by him to exist in 
any township shall constitute a menace to the lives and 
health of people living outside the corporate limits of 
such township, or if it be known to him that any town
ship is without an existing or efficient board of health, 
or health officer or officers, the Secretary of Health 
may enter, and take full charge of, and administer the 
health laws, regulations, and ordinances in such town
ship, and may continue in charge thereof until he shall 
decide that a competent and efficient board of health, 
or health officer or officers, has been appointed and 
qualified for such township, and is ready, able and will
ing to assume and carry into effect the duties imposed 
upon it by law. . 

Section 1612. Expenses Incurred by Board or Sec
retary of Health.-.A.11 expenses incurred by any local 
board of health, its officers or employes, in the per
formance of the duties imposed upon it by law, and 
all expenses incurred by tM Secretary oE Health in ac
cor<lance with the provisions of the preceding section, 
shall be paid by the township wherein such duties are 
performed, in the same manner as other expenses of 
such township are paid. 

Section 1613. Suits by State Secretary of Health to 
Recover Expenses.-Whenever expenses incurred by the 
State Secretary -0f Health in the administration of 
health laws in any township, in accordance with the 
provisions of this act, shall remain unpaid by said town
ship for a period of more than three months after a 
statement of such expense has been rendered by him 
to such township, and demand for P!1Yment by him 
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made, he shall, with the approval of the Governor, in
stitute, in the name of the Commonwealth as plaintiff, 
an action of assumpsit against such township for the 
collection of such expense from the township, in the 
same manner as debts of like amount are collected by 
law: Provided, however, That, upon the trial of any 
such action of assumpsit, the reasonableness of the ex
penditures made by the Secretary of Health shall be 
submitted to the jury for its determil1lation. 

Section 1614. Payment of Expenses Recovered into 
State Treasury.-All expenses incurred by the State 
Secretary of Health in the administration of health 
laws in any township, when paid to him by such town
ship, or when collected by him, shall be returned by 
him to the State Treasurer, who shall credit the amount 
so received to the appropriation made to the Depart
ment of Health. 

(b) Vacation of Lanes and Alleys Declared Nuisances 
by Board of Health 

Section 1620. Petitions to Vacate Nuisances.--'--When
ever the board of health shall declare as a nuisance any 
public alley, lane, or passageway, any two or more 
owners of property ·adjacent or abutting upon the same 
may present their petition, verified by oath or affirma
tion, to the court of quarter sessions, setting forth the 
facts regarding such nuisance and praying that said 
alley, lane, or passageway may be vacated. Such peti
tion shall be accompanied by a certificate of the board 
of health,· setting forth that they have declared such 
alley, lane, or passageway to be a public nuisance. 

Section 1621. Jury of View.-The court shall there
upon appoint a jury of view of three men of the county. 
The jury, being sworn or affirmed to faithfully perform 
its duties, shall give notice to all parties likely to be 
affected by the proceedings, of the time and place of 
the first meeting, in such manner· as the court shall 
direct. 

Section 1622. Hearings and Report.-After the first 
meeting, the jury shall proceed to view the premises, 
hear all parties interested and their witnesses, and shall 
prepare a report of their finding and recommendations 
as to whether or not such alley, lane, or passageway, or 
part thereof, should be vacated; and in such report shall 
award damages and assess benefits to the property 
affected. 

Section 1623. Notice of FilinQ' Report.-The jury 
shall give notice, in writing, to all parties affected by 
their report, as least ten days before the same is filed 
in court. The notice shall state the time and place where 
such report will be open to inspection. 

Section 1624. Exceptions to Report.-Any pf'rRon 
aggrieved by such report may file exceptions thereto 
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with the jury; whereupon the jury shall reconsider 
their report with the exceptions and change the same 
as justice may require. The report as finally prepared 
shall be filed in court. 

Section 1625. Appeals From Report.--Any person 
affected by the report shall have the right of an appeal 
to the court of common pleas, within thirty days after 
the report is filed, and the procedure on such appeal 
shall be the same as in actions of trespass. 

Section 1626. Confirmation of Report.-At the end 
of the period allowed for an appeal, the report shall be 
absolutely confirmed by the court as to such awards 
or assessments from which no appeals have been taken. 

Section 1627. When Vacation Proceedings not to 
Be Had.-No alley, lane, or passageway shall be va
cated in any case where the vacating deprives any lot 
abutting thereon of the sole means of ingress or egress, 
otherwise than to or from the front lim) thereof; nor 
where it was created by grant or contract and not there
tofore accepted by the public. 

ARTICLE XVII 

FL"l'ANCE AND TAXATION 

Section 1701. Budget.-The board of township com
missioners of townships shall each year, within sixty 
days after the first Monday of January, estimate the 
several amounts of money which will be required for 
the several specific purposes of township government 
and expenses during the current fiscal year, and by 
ordinance appropriate, out of the revenues available 
for the year, the specific sums required. 'rhe tax levied 
by the township authorities shall be fix;ed at such figure, 
within the limit fixed by law, as, with all other sources 
of revenue, will meet and cover said appropriations. 
The total appropriation shall not exceed. the revenues 
available for the fiscal year. If the funds available from 
taxation and other sources shall be estimated to be in 
excess of the requirements of the current fiscal year, 
an appropriation may be made for the payment of town
ship orders or indebtedness of the previous years. 

Section 1702. Appropriations not to be Exceeded ; 
Changes in Appropriations.-No work shall be hired to 
be done, no materials purchased, no contracts made, and 
no orders issued for the payment of any moneys, by the 
authorities of any township, in any amount which will 
cause the sums appropriated to specific purposes to be 
exceeded. No change in the purpose of the appropria
tions shall be made unless by an ordinance, which shall 
set out the reasons for and character of such change. 
If any work shall be done for or materials furnished to 
any township contrary to the provisions of this section, 
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the township commissioners are hereby prohibited from 
authorizing payment therefor as a moral obligation or 
otherwise, unless ordered or directed so to do by the 
court of common pleas or the court of quarter sessions 
of the county in which such township is situate. 

Section 1703. Certain Contracts, Et Cetera, In
valid.-No contracts, hirings, or purchases made, or 
orders or warrants issued, not provided for by an ap
propriation by the township commissioners as is re
quired by law, or which would cause any appropriation 
to be exceeded, shall be valid. 

Section 1704. Power to Create Indebtedness; Sink
ing Fund; Temporary Indebtedness.-The board of 
township commissioners may, by ordinance, borrow 
money and issue evidences of indebtedness therefor to 
the extent, and in the manner, in which municipal dis
tricts are now authorized to incur or increase the same, 
for the purpose of permanent improvements, but the 
total indebtedness so created shall not exceed two per 
centum of the county valuation of the property within 
the township without· the assent of the electors of the 
township. The rate of interest on such indebtedness 
shall not exceed six per centum per annum. In authoriz
ing the issue of obligations or securities for such loans, 
the township commissioners shall provide that moneys 
subsequently derived from assessments upon parties 
benefited by such improvements shall be deposited in 
the sinking fund for the payment of the principal and 
interest of said obligations or securities. 

Whenever the township funds have been exhausted, 
the township commissioners may borrow, on the credit 
of the township, money in anticipation of taxes levied 
and to be collected for the current fiscal year, and issue 
a certificate of indebtedness payable on a certain date 
not exceeding one year from the date of issue, to the 
end that work may be performed in proper season. 

Section 1705. Sinking Fund; Regulations and In
vestments.-It shall be the duty of the board of com
missioners to cause accounts of the sinking fund and 
other accounts relating to the indebtedness of the town
ship to be kept, and to see to the proper application and 
superintend the investment of moneys therein in ac
cordance with law. The commissioners shall meet as 
often as may be necessary, and keep a record of the 
proceedings. The board of commissioners shall not di
rect the investment of any moneys to the credit of the 
sinking fund, except in loans of the township, the loans 
of the Commonwealth, or the loans of the United States, 
and the income derived from such investments or on 
any bank balances credited to the sinking fund shall be 
credited and applied only to the sinking fund. 

Section 1706. Indebtedness and Orders of Previous 
Years.-No orders or indebtedness of any previous 
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years shall be paid out of the funds of any fiscal year, 
unless the funds available from taxation and other 
~ources shall be estimated to be in excess of require
ments for the current fiscal year, in which case an ap
propriation may be made for such purpose to the ex
tent of such excess, or unless, after the close of the fiscal 
year, it shall be ascertained that the funds appropriated 
and available therefor are in excess of the amount re
quired, in which case such surplus may be applied to 
such former orders of indebtedness. 

Section 1707. Sale of Securities.-When any town
ship shall borrow money and issue bonds or other se
curities therefor, except in the case of the giving of 
notes for temporary loans as may be authorized by law, 
the commissioners shall sell th~ same to the highest bid
der after public notice by advertisement, once a week 
for three weeks,· in at least one newspaper of general 
circulation published in the county in wnich such town
ship shall be situated. No bid for such bonds or se
curities at less than their par value shall be accepted. 
Where bonds and securities shall be advertised for sale, 
as provided in this section, and no bids have been re
ceived, then it shall be lawful for such township to sell 
the same at private sale for not less than par and ac
erued interest. 

Section 1708. Disbursements to Pay Indebtedness.
All disbursements in discharge of township indebtedness 
duly incurred shall be made by the township treasurer 
or his deputy, by virtue of warrants or orders drawn 
on him by the order of the board of township eommis
sioners, signed by the president or vice president and 
attested to by the secretary or assistant secretary of 
the board. The board shall prescribe, by ordinance, th.e 
manner in which bills for township indebtedness shall 
be approved for payment. 

Section 1709. Tax Levies.-The board of township 
commissioners may levy taxes upon all property and 
upon all occupations within the township made taxable 
for township purposes, as ascertained by the valuation 
for county purposes made by the assessors of the several 
counties of this Commonwealth for the year for which 
the township taxes are levied, for the purposes and at 
the rate hereinafter specified: Provided, however, That 
such valuation shall be subject to correction by the 
county commissioners of the several counties, and to 
appeal by the taxable persons in accordance with exist
ing laws. 

One. An annual tax for general township purposes, 
not exceeding ten mills, unless the board of township 
commissioners by majority action shall, upon due cause 
shown by resolution, petition the court of quarter ses
sions, in which case the court may order a rate of not 
more than five mills additional to be levied : Further 
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provided, That if, at the hearing before the court of 
quarter sessions upon said petition, of which notice 
shall be given as the court may direct, which hearing 
shall be held not less than ten nor more than fifteen 
days after said petition shall be presented, the owners 
of real estate having assessed valuation of fifty per 
centum of the total assessed valuation of real estate in 
said township shall, by petition, object to the making 
of an order for any additional tax levy, the court shall 
thereupon deny the prayer of said petition. 

Two. A tax for th~ purpose of building and main
taining suitable places for the housing of fire apparatus 
-the receipts from said tax for maintenance to be di
vided among the places maintained. 

Three. An annual tax, not exceeding one-tenth of 
one mill, for the purpose of caring for trees planted 
under the supervision of the shade-tree commission, and 
for the purpose of publishing notices of meetings to 
consider the planting, removing, or changing of trees. 
In lieu of the tax provided for in this clause, the town
ship commissioners may, by specific appropriation, pro
vide for the maintenance of such trees from the general 
funds of the township. 

Four. An annual tax so long as necessary, not ex
ceeding fifty per centum of the rate of assessment for 
township purposes, for the purpose of procuring a lot 
and/or erecting a building thereon for a townhouse, 
and for the payment of indebtedness incurred in con
nection therewith: Provided, The total indebtedness for 
the payment of which any such tax shall be levied shall 
not exceed one-half of one per centum of the assessed 
value of real estate in the township. 

Five. An annual tax sufficient to pay interest on in
debtedness and sinking fund charges. 

This section does not include the levy of any taxes 
upon particular districts, or parts of any township, for 
particular purposes, nor special levies otherwise pro
vided for in this act. 

Section 1710. Tax Rates to be Expressed in Dollars 
and Cents.-Whenever the commissioners of any town
ship shall, by ordinance, fix the rate of taxation for 
any year at a mill rate, such ordinance shall also in
clude a statement expressing the rate of taxation in dol
lars and cents on each one hundred dollars of assessed 
valuation of taxable property. 

Section 1711. Special Levies to Pay Indebtedness.
In addition to the levies hereinbefore provided for, 
when it is shown to the court of quarter sessions that 
the debts due by any township exceed the amount which 
the township commissioners may collect in any year by 
taxation, the court, after ascertaining the amount of 
indebtedness of any such township, may, by a writ of 
mandamus, direct the township commissioners, by spe-
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cial taxation, to collect an amount sufficient to pay the 
same. If the amount of such indebtedness is so large as 
to render it unadvisable to collect the same in any one 
year, taking into consideration other necessary taxation, 
the court may direct the same to be· levied and collected 
by annual instalments, and may order such special taxes 
to be levied and collected during such successive years 
as may be required for payment of the same. 

Section 1712. Delivery of Duplicates.-As soon as 
possible after the receipt of the duplicate from the 
county commissioners, the board of township commis
sioners shall deliver a duplicate of the assessment of 
township taxes to the township tr~asurer, together with 
their warrant for the collection of the same. 

Section 1713. Public Notice of Delivery of Dupli
cate.-As soon as possible after the receipt of the dupli
cate, the treasurer shall give public notice thereof by 
at least ten written or printed notices, to be posted in 
public places in the township, and by advertisement 
in a newspaper of general circulation in the township, 
if any such there be, that the duplicate has been issued 
and delivered to him. 

Section 1714. Tax Notices; Duties of Treasurer.
The township treasurer, within thirty days after re
ceiving the tax duplicate, shall notify every taxable 
whose name appears on such duplicate. Such notice 
shall contain the rate of taxation, the valuation of the 
property of such taxable, the occupation of such tax
able, and the full amount of taxes for which said tax
able is liable for the current year. Such notice shall 
further state that such taxes are payable, designate a 
place and time when they shall be paid, and when an 
additional percentage will be added as penalty. Such 
notice shall be mailed to the last known post office ad
dress of each taxable. 

Before any allowance is made by the township audi
tor or controller for commissions due to the township 
treasurer for taxes collected, the treasurer shall make 
an affidavit setting forth that he has sent such notice 
to each taxpayer. 

Section 1715. Penalties.-All persom; who fail to 
make payment of any tax charged against them in the 
duplicate within the period of sixty days from the date 
of notice thereof by the township treasurer, shall be 
charged with a penalty of two per centum additional 
on the amount of tax and thereafter an additional pen
alty of one per centum for each month, or fractional 
part· thereof, during the remainder of the fiscal year 
for which the tax is levied, which penalties shall be 
added to the tax by the treasurer, and collected by him 
or his deputy. 

Section 1716. Collection of Taxes; Payment Over of 
Taxes.-The treasurer shall proceed to collect all taxes 
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from the taxpayers, and to that end may appoint one 
or more deputy collectors. The treasurer and his depu
ties shall have and exercise all powers conferred by 
existing laws on collectors of county and township 
taxes. The treasurer shall keep a correct account of all 
moneys collected, marking ''Paid,'' on his duplicate, 
the name of each taxable, with the amount of tax and 
the date on which paid. The treasurer shall, on the 
first day of each month, make a true statement, in writ
ing, to the secretary of the Board of Township Com
missioners, of all taxei;; collected during the previous 
month, giving names of taxables and the amount col
lected from each and the total amount received. 

Section 1717. Expenses of Collector.-The township 
treasurer may retain, out of the taxes collected, such 
actual printing and postage expenses as shall be in
curred in performing the duties prescribed in this 
article. Such amounts shall be adjusted by the town
ship auditor or controller, as the case may be, at the 
time of auditing the treasurer's accounts. 
· Section 1718. Exonerations.-The township commis
sioners shall at all times make abatements or exonera
tions for occupation taxes, mistakes, indigent persons, 
unseated lands, deaths, removals, et cetera, as to them 
shall appear just and reasonable. The township sec
retary shall enter in a. book or books, to be kept for that 
purpose, the names of all persons abated or exonerated, 
together with the reason why, the amount of the tax, 
and date when levied, and give to the treasurer a cer
tificate stating the nature of the tax and the amount 
exonerated. 

Section 1719. Audit of Collectors' Accounts.-The 
accounts of collectors of taxes shall be audited by the 
township auditor or controller, as the case may be. The 
treasurer shall state a separate account for each dif
ferent tax collected by him. 

ARTICLE XVIII 

CONTRACTS 

Section 1801. Power to Make Contraats.-Townships 
shall have power to make such contracts as may be 
necessary for carrying into execution the provisions of 
this act and the laws of the Commonwealth. 

Section 1802. General Regulations· Concerning Con
tracts.-All contracts or purchases made by any town
ship, involving the expenditure of over five hundred 
dollars, shall be in writing, and shall be made only 
after notice by the secretary, published, once a week 
for two weeks, in one or more newspapers of general 
circulation in the township. All plans and specifica
tions shall be on file at least fifteen days in advance 
of opening bids. This section shall n_Qt apply in the 
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case of any township repairing its public highways, 
except as to any purchases of materials or equipment 
for the purpose of such repairs. 

In every instance in which any contract for any pub
lic work, construction, materials, supplies, or other mat
ters or things for any township shall be awarded upon 
competitive bids, it shall be the duty of the authorities 
authorizing the same to award said contract to the 
lowest responsible bidder. Any published notice for 
bids shall contain full plans and specifications, or refer 
to the places where copies thereof can be obtained, and 
give the time and place of meeting of the township 
commissioners at which meeting bids shall be publicly 
opened and read. If, through lack of a quorum or 
other reason, no meeting shall be held at such time and 
place, notice of the same kind shall be repeated once 
at least six days before the meeting of the subsequent 
time and place fixed, and the foregoing provisions as 
to bids shall apply. The same course shall be pursued 
until a meeting shall actually be held for receiving and 
opening bids. Any contract made in violation of the 
provisions hereof shall be void: Provided, That if, 
prior to the letting of any such contract, taxpayers of 
the township, whose property valuation as assessed for 
taxable purposes within the township shall amount to 
sixty per centum or over of the total property valua
tion as assessed for taxable purposes within the town
ship, shall sign and file, with the township secretary of 
the board of township commissioners of the . township, 
a written protest against sueh contemplated contract, 
then such contract shall not be let. 

Section 1803. Patented .A.rticles.-The authorities of 
townships shall not be required to prepare specifications 
and advertise for the purchase of articles, or parts 
thereof, which are patented products, apparatus or ap
pliances, nor in such cases shall they be required to 
exact a bond: Provided, 'rhat this section shall not 
apply to road materials. 

Section 1804. Contracts for Protection of Labor and 
l\faterial-Men.-It shall be the duty of every township 
to require any person, copartnership, association, or 
corporation, entering into a contract with such township 
for the construction, erection, installation, completion, 
alteration, repair of or addition to any public work or 
improvement of any kind whatsoever, where the amount 
of such contract is in excess of five hundred ($500) 
dollars; before commencing work under such contract, 
to execute and deliver to such township,. in addition to 
any other bond which may now or hereafter be required 
by law to be given in connection with such contract, 
an additional bond for the use of any and every per
son, copartnership, association, or corporation inter-
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ested, in a sum not less than fifty per centum ( 50%) 
and not more than one hundred per centum (100%) 
of the contract price, as such township may prescribe, 
having as surety thereon one or more surety eompanies 
legally authorized to do business in this Common
wealth, conditioned for the prompt payment of all ma
terial furnished and labor supplied or performed in 
the prosecution of the work, whether or not the said 
material or labor enter in and become component parts 
of the work or improvement contemplated. · Sueh ad
ditional bond shall be deposited with and held by the 
township for the use of any party interested therein. 
Every such additional bond shall provide that every 
person, copartnership, association, or corporation, who, 
whether as sub-contractor ©r ·otherwise, has furnished 
material or supplied or performed labor in the prosecu
tion of the work as above provided, and who has not 
been paid therefor, may sue in assumpsit on said ad
ditional bond, in the name of the township, for his, 
their, or its use and prosecute the same to final judg
ment for such sum or sums as may be justly due him, 
them, or it,· and have execution thereon: Provided, 
however, That the township shall not be liable for the 
payment of any costs or expense of any suit. 

Section 1805. Separate Specifications for Branches 
of Work.-In the preparation of specifications for the 
erection or alteration of any public ltluilding, when the 
entire cost of such work exceeds one thousand dollars, 
the architect, engineer, or person preparing such specifi
cations shall prepare separate specifications for the 
plumbing, heating, ventilating, and electrical work, 
and the township shall receive separate bids upon each 
of such branches of work, and award the contract for 
the same to the lowest responsible bidder. 

Section 1806. Workmen's Compensation Insurance. 
-All contracts executed by any township, which in
volve the construction or doing of any work involving 
the employment of labor, shall contain a provision that 
the contractor shall accept, in so far as the work covered 
by any such contract is concerned, the provisions of 
the Workmen's Compensation Act of one thousand 
nine hundred and fifteen, and any supplements or 
amendments thereto, and that the said contractor will 
insure his liability thereunder, or file with the town
ship, with which the contract is made, a certificate of 
exemption from insurance from the Bureau of Work
men 's Compensation of the Department of Labor and 
Industry. 

Every officer of any township who shall sign, on be
half of the township, any contract, requiring in its 
performance the employment of labor, shall require, 
before the said contract shall be signed, proof that the 
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said contractor with whom the contract is made shall 
have accepted the Workmen's Compensation Act of 
one thousand nine hundred and fifteen, and any sup
plements or amendments thereto, and proof that the 
said contractor has insured his liability thereunder in 
accordance with the terms of the said act, or that the 
said contractor has had issued to him a certificate of 
exemption from insurance by the Bureau of Workmen's 
Compensation of the Department of Labor and Indus
try. 

Any contract executed in violation of the provisions 
of this act shall be null and void. 

Section 1807. Engineers and Architects not to be 
Interested in Contracts.-It shall be unlawful for any 
architect or engineer in the employ of a township, and 
engaged in the preparation of plans, specifications, or 
estimates, or for any officer or employe of the township, 
directly or indirectly, to bid on any publie work at any 
letting of such work in such township. 

It shall be unlawful for the officers of a township, 
charged with the duty of letting any public work, to 
award a contract to any such architect, engineer, officer, 
or employe in the employ of the township. 

It shall be unlawful for any architect, engineer, of
ficer, or employe, in the employ of any township, to be 
in any wise interested in any contract for public work 
in such township, or to receive any remuneration or 
gratuity from any person interested in such contract. 

Any person or persons violating these provisions, or 
any one of them, shall forfeit his office, and shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, 
shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding five hun
dred dollars, or to undergo imprisonment of not less 
than six months, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

ARTICLE XIX 

EMINENT DOMAIN,· ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGES AND 

BENEFITS 

(a) General Provisions Relating to Eminent Domain 

Section 1901. Scope of Article.-Whenever, under 
the provisions of this act, the right of eminent domain 
and/or the ascertainment and assessment of damages 
and benefits in viewer proceedings is provided for, the 
proceedings shall be as set forth in this article. 

Section 1902. Restrictions as to Certain Property.
In addition to the restrictions made by other provisions 
of this act in particular cases, no township shall exer
cise right of eminent domain as against land now oc
cupied by any building which was used during the 
Colonial or Revolutionary period as a place of Assembly 
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by the Council of the Colony of Pennsylvania, the Su
preme Executive Council of the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania, or the Congress of the United States; or as 
against the land occupied by any fort, redoubt, or block
house, erected during the Colonial or Revolutionary 
period, or any building used as headquarters by the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army; or as 
against the site of any building, fort, redoubt, block
house, or headquarters which are preserved for their 
historic associations and not for private profit. The 
Uolonial and Revolutionary period shall be taken as 
ended on the third day of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three. 

Section 1903. Possession of Property upon Tender 
of Bond.-Whenever, in any condemnation proceedings, 
any township has tendered a bond to secure the pay
ment of damages, and the same has been accepted, or 
if the acceptance has been refused and the bond has 
been filed in and approved by the court, the township 
shall have the right to immediate possession of the 
property. 

Section 1904. Notice to Quit; Possession; Procedure. 
-If the owner, lessee, or occupier shall refuse to re
move his personal property or give up possession, the 
township may serve written notice upon such owner, 
lessee, or his agent, or the occupier, to remove his per
sonal property and give up possession of such property 
within sixty days from the date of the service of such 
notice. 

If the owner, lessee, or occupier shall refuse to re
move his personal property and give possession, upon 
proof of the service of the notice, a writ of habere 
facias possessionem shall forthwith issue, directing the 
sheriff to give to the township possession. 

Section 1905. Bond of Township Without Surety 
Sufficient.-Whenever any court shall order any town
ship to enter security for the payment of damages for 
the taking, injury or destruction of land, property or 
materials by right of eminent domain, the bond of the 
township shall be taken without sureties. 

Section 1906. Value of Land not to be Assessed as 
Benefits; Exceptions.-In all cases of the appropria
tion of land for public use, other than for roads or 
streets, it shall not be lawful to assess any portion of 
the damage done to or value of the land so appropri
ated against the other property adjoining or in the 
vicinity of the land so appropriated. 

Section 1907. Right to Damages.-The right to dam
ages against townships is given to all owners or ten
ants of lands, property, or material abutting on, or 
through which pass, roads, streets, lanes, or alleys, in
jured by the laying out, opening, widening, vacating, 
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extending, or grading of such roads, streets, lanes, or 
alleys, or the changing of the grades or lines thereof, 
by such townships; the construction and the vacation 
by such townships of bridges and piers, abutments, and 
approaches therefor; and the construction by such 
townships of sewers over, upon, or through such lands 
or property. 

Section 1908. Viewers' Report.-Viewers or juries 
of view appointed by any eourt to assess damages and 
benefits, due to the taking, injury, or destruction of 
private property in and by the construction or en
largement of any public work, highway, or improve
ment, shall make their reports within a time which the 
court shall fix when appointing them, but if any of 
the viewers or juries of view shall, for any reason ap
pearing sufficient to the court, be unable to file its re
port within the period so fixed, the court may, either 
before or after the expiration of the time fixed, extend 
the time for the filing of such report. , 

Section 1909. Plans of Properties Condemned to be 
Furnished to Viewers.-In all proceedings to assess 
damages for the taking, injury or destruction of private 
property for public use, the township taking, i.njurying 
or destroying property for said purpose shall furnish 
the board of viewers with a correct plan of all prop
erties affected, showing all buildings or other structures 
thereon, their width, length, elevation, and cubical con
tents, names of all owners, tenants, or occupiers there
of, the topography of the land, and the grades and 
widths of all highways running through or abutting 
on said properties, and all other data necessary for a 
proper determination of the amount of damages caused 
by the taking, injury or destruction of said private 
property. 

Said plans shall be prepared and ready for the use 
of the viewers at their first meeting, and copies thereof 
shall be furnished to all owners, tenants, and occupiers 
of the property, and all other parties affected thereby, 
without charge. 

Section 1910. Condemnation Petition to Specify 
Liens; Exception.-In all proceedings instituted for 
the condemnation and appropriation of land and prop
erty by the exercise of the right of· eminent domain, 
excepting proceedings to ascertain damages and bene
fits by reason of township street or sewer improvements, 
the petition for the appointment of viewers therein 
shall contain allegations specifying any judgments, 
mortgages, or other claims (herein designated "liens") 
which are liens upon the land and property sought to 
be appropriated or condemned as aforesaid. 

Section 1911. Findings of Facts as to Liens.-Testi
mony shall be taken in said proceedings to ascertain 



SESSION OF 1931. 

the amounts of sai9. liens and the dates of the entry 
of the same, and the amounts of said liens and the 
dates of entry thereof shall be found as facts by the 
viewers in said proceedings. Certified lists of liens, 
from the courts of the Commonwealth and the United 
States, shall be prima facie evidence of the existence, 
dates, amounts, dates of entry, and places of record of 
said liens, and, unless modified or overcome by oral or 
documentary evidence, shall be conclusive upon the 
parties thereto as to items just specified. 

Section 1912. Reports of Viewers as to Liens; .Ap
peals; Distribution to Lien Creditors; Discharge of 
Liens.-Where it appears that liens exist as aforesaid, 
which are liens upon property sought to be condemned 
and appropriated as aforesaid, a report of the facts 
found as aforesaid shall be made to the court having 
jurisdiction of the proceeding, which report shall be 
subject to exceptions in manner to be regulated by the 
Supreme Court, by general rule prescribed, amended, 
and published from time to time; and, upon the findings 
in re la ti on to said liens being finally found by said 
court having juiisdiction of said proceedings, said 
court shall make an order directing the payment and 
distribution of the amount found to be payable as com
pensation to the parties entitled thereto, first to the 
owners of said liens, then to the owners of the prop
erty appropriated as aforesaid: Provided, however, 
That the parties interested shall have the right of ap
peal from said order of distribution to the Superior or 
Supreme Courts of the Commonwealth, as shall be 
determined by the amount distributed to said parties 
respectively,_ in manner now provided by law. Pay
ment in accordance with said order of distribution shall 
absolutely discharge the party making said payment 
from all claims of whatsoever nature by any person, 
£rm, corporation, or claimant, as against said prop
erty, when the payment thereof shall be evidenced by a 
receipt of record in said proceedings; and, in said re
ceipt and on the record thereof, any claimant may 
reserve the right to pursue the owner of said property 
for any balance due upon his lien against any other 
property or assets of the said owner. 

Section 1913. Vesting Title.-Upon payment of the 
compensation for land or property appropriated as 
aforesaid, in accordance with said order of distribution, 
title to the land or property appropriated shall vest 
in the taker thereof in accordance with provisions of 
the law under which such appropriation is made, and 
all claims for compensation shall be deemed paid and 
satisfied as herein provided. 

Section 1914. Competency of Evidence as to Market 
Value of Property.-In all proceedings arising from 
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the exercise 0£ the right of eminent domain, it shall be 
competent for all witnesses called, when duly qualified, 
to state their opinion as to the market value 0£ the 
property before the exercise of the right of eminent 
domain and as unaffected by it and its market value 
immediately after the exercise 0£ the right of eminent 
domain and as affected thereby: 

(a) To state, in detail and costs, all the elements 
of benefit or damage which they have taken into con
sideration in arriving at their opinion; 

(b) In arriving at their opinion as to the market 
value immediately after the exercise of the right of 
eminent domain, to add to their opinion 0£ the market 
value before such exercise, the cost or value of all the 
element of benefit or advantage, and to deduct there
from all disadvantage or damage in order to arrive at 
the market value after such exercise of the right of 
eminent domain and as affected thereby; 

( c) In all proceedings to assess damages or benefits 
for the opening of any street, alley, or other highway, 
to take into consideration, as one of the elements of ad
vantage or disadvantage, the cost of street improvement. 

In all claims for damages against a township, arising 
from the exercise of the right of eminent domain, it 
shall be competent for the party or parties claiming 
damages to offer in evidence, as a declaration against 
interest, the value of the property affected as assessed 
for the purpose of taxation. 

Section 1915. Proceedings where Assessments by 
Viewers Waived.-In any proceeding to ascertain the 
damage caused to any owner of lands, by reason of the 
appropriation of a right of way or easement by any 
township, where the owner and township cannot agree 
upon the amount of damage done, the parties may, by 
agreement, waive the right to have such damages as
sessed, and the owner may file his claim in the court 
of common pleas of the county, and rule the flefendant 
to plead thereto within fifteen days from the service of 
such r:ule upon the township, and the suit shall be 
proceeded with as if an award of viewers had been filed 
and an appeal had been taken therefrom. 

Either party to such an action may, on motion, have 
the jury visit and view the premises over or through 
which the proposed right of way or easement may ex
tend. ' · 1 '''I~ 

Section 1916. Appeals in Eminent Domain Proceed
ings; Payment 0£ Money into Court.-In all cases of 
damages assessed ai:i:ainst any township £or property 
taken, injured or destroyed by the construction or en
larg-ement of their works, highways, or improvements, 
whether such assessment shall have been made by view
ers, or otherwise than upon trial in court, and an ap-
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peal is not provided for, an appeal may be taken by 
either party to the court of common pleas of the county 
within thirty days from the filing of the report. 

Any such appeal taken shall be signed by the party 
taking the same or by his agent or attorney, and shall 
be accompanied by an affidavit of the party appellant, 
or of the agent or attorney, that the same is not for 
the purpose of delay, but because the affiant firmly be
lieves that injustice has been done. 

When no such appeal is taken and judgment is en
tered, and the party to whom damages have been 
awarded refuses to accept payment of such award or 
judgment, then it shall be lawful for such township, 
upon petition to the court after notice as ordered by 
court, to pay the amount of the award and costs into 
the court. The court, upon such payment, shall order 
the satisfaction of the award or judgment. 

(b) Procedure for the Exercise .of Eminent Domain 
and ·for the Assessment of Damages and Benefits 
Section 1920. Petition for Viewers; Time of Meet

ing.-Except as in this aet otherwise provided, in case 
the compensation for damages or benefits accruing from 
the exercise of the right of eminent domain and/or 
from the erection and construction of public improve
ments have not been agreed upon, the court of common 
pleas, or any law judge thereof in vacation, on applica
tion thereto by petition by the township or any person in
terested, shall appoint three viewers, from the board of 
viewers of the county, and appoint a time, not less than 
twenty nor more than thirty days thereafter, when the 
viewers shall meet upon the line of the improvement 
and view the same and the premises affected thereby. 

Section 1921. When Viewers May be Appointed.
The viewers provided for in the preceding section may 
be appointed before or after the entry, appropriation, 
or injury of any property or materials for constructing 
such improvements. 

Section 1922. Notice of Meeting of Viewers.-Ex
cept when otherwise in this act provided, the viewers 
shall give at least ten days' notice of the time of their 
first meeting, by publication in one or more newspapers 
of general circulation in the township, and by hand
bills posted upon the premises, or otherwise as the court 
shall direct. 

Section 1923. Swearing Viewers ; Hearings ; Sched
ules of Damages and Benefits.-The viewers, having 
been sworn or affirmed .faithfully, justly and impartially 
to decide and a true report to make concerning all mat
ters to be submitted to them and· in relation to which 
they are authorized to inquire, and having viewed the 
premises and examined the property, shall hear all 
parties interested and their witnesses and shall de-
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termine the damages for property taken, injured or de
stroyed, if any, and to whom the same is payable, and 
having determined the damages, together with the bene
fits, they shall prepare a schedule thereof. 

Section 1924. Assessment of Damages and Bene
fits.-The damages may be paid in whole or in part by 
the township, or may be assessed in whole or in part 
upon the property benefited. In the latter case, the 
viewers, having first determined the damages apart from 
the benefits, shall assess the total cost of the improve
ment, or so much thereof as may be just and reason
able, upon the properties peculiarly benefited, including 
in the assessment all parties for which damages have 
been allowed, and shall report the same to the court. 
The total assessments for benefits shall not exceed the 
total damages awarded or agreed upon. 

Section 1925. Assessment Awards.-In proceedings 
to assess damages and benefits, if the property is both 
benefited and damaged by such improvements, the ex
cess of damages over benefits, or the excess of b·enefits 
over damages, or nothing in case the benefits and dam
ages are equal, shall be awarded to or assessed against 
the several owners of property affected thereby. 

Section 1926. Separate Reports of Damages and 
Benefits.-The preceding section shall not prevent the 
viewers from making a separate report of the damages 
and benefits, respectively. In such event, if the dam
ages to the property of any person be greater than the 
benefits, or if the benefits, be greater than the damages, 
or if the damages and benefits be equal, in either case 
the viewers shall strike a balance and carry the dif
ference forward to another column, so that the assess
ment shall show what amount is to be received or paid 
by the property owner and the difference only shall be 
collectible of or paid to such property owner. Appeals 
taken from the report of the board of viewers shall be 
from such net amount only. 

Section 1927. Notice when Schedules will be Ex
hibited.-The viewers shall give notice to all parties to 
whom damages are allowed, or upon whom assessments 
for benefits are made, of a time not less than ten days 
thereafter, and of place where the viewers will meet 
and exhibit their schedule and hear all exceptions 
thereto. 

Section 1928. Service of Notices.-Such notice shall 
be given, in the manner provided by law for the service 
of a summons in a personal action, if the parties can 
be found in the township; or upon an adult person re
siding upon the property affected by the assessment, jn 

case the owner or reputed owner cannot be found; and 
to all others by publication in the newspaper or news
papers in which the first notices of the view were pub
lished, and by posting conspicuously on the premises. 
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The board of commissioners may, by ordinance, pro
vide by whom the notice shall be served and posted and 
fix the compensation for such service. 

Section 1929. Report of Viewers; Plan of Improve
ments.-After making whatever changes are necessary, 
the viewers or a majority thereof shall report to the 
court, showing the damages and/or benefits allowed and 
assessed in each case, and file therewith a plan, to be 
secured or prepared by the viewers, showing the im
provement, the properties taken, injured or destroyed, 
and properties benefited. 

Section 1930. Notice of Filing of Report.-When the 
report is filed, notice thereof shall immediately be given, 
by publication once in the newspapers publishing the 
notice provided for in this article. Such notice shall 
state the date of filing of the report, contain a schedule 
of the damages allowed and benefits assessed, and shall 
state that, unless exceptions be filed thereto or an ap
peal to the court of common pleas is taken therefrom 
within thirty days from the date of filing, the report 
will be confirmed absolutely. 

Section 1931. Townships to Pay Costs of Proceed
ings.-The cost of the proceedings, including court 
costs, except the compensation of the viewers, shall be 
paid by the township. 

Section 1932. Bond of Township.-Except when in 
this act otherwise provided, in all cases where the parties 
have not agreed upon the damages claimed, or where, 
by reason of the absence or legal incapacity of the 
owner, no such agreement can be made, the township 
may tender sufficient security to the party entitled to 
damages, or to the attorney or agent of any person 
absent, or to the agent or officer of a corporation, or to 
the guardian or committee of anyone under legal 
incapacity. 

Section 1933. Condition of Bond; Notice of Filing 
in Court.-The condition of the security shall be that 
the township shall pay or cause to be paid such amount 
of damages as the party shall be entitled to receive, 
after the same shall ha".:e been agreed upon by the 
parties or assessed in the manner provided for by this 
article. In case the party claiming damages refuses to 
accept the security tendered, the township shall give 
the party, or his agent, attorney, guardian, or com
mittee, a written notice of the time when the same will 
be presented in court. 

Section 1934. Filing Bond; Recovery Thereon.-If 
approved by the court, the security shall be filed for the 
benefit of those interested, and recovery may be had 
thereon for the amount of damages assessed. If the 
damages be not paid, they may be collected by execu
tion on the judgment in the issue framed to try the 
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question. Upon the approval of the security, the town
ship may proceed with the improvement. 

Section 1935. Exceptions to Report o:E Viewers.
Within thirty days after the filing of any report, any 
party interested may file exceptions to the same; and 
the court shall confirm, modify, or change the same, or 
change the assessments made therein or refer it back 
to the same or new viewers. 

Section 1936. Confirmation of Report of Viewers.
When the report is filed, the prothonotary shall mark 
it confirmed nisi. .In case no exceptions are filed thereto, 
he shall enter a decree that the report is confirmed 
absolutely. 

Section 1937. Effect of Exceptions on Cenfirmation 
of Report.-When exceptions are filed which affect the 
entire report, the same shall not be confirmed absolutely 
as. to any part thereof until the exceptions have been 
finally disposed of. When the exceptions do not affect 
the entire report, the court shall confirm the assess
ments to which exceptions have not been taken. 

Section 1938. Appeals from Confirmations after Ex
ceptions.-Within three months after the confirmation 
of any report, following the filing of exceptions thereto, 
any party interested may appeal from the decree of the 
court below to the Superior or Supreme Court, as the 
case may be. 

Section 1939. Effect of Appeals.-When any appeal 
is taken from the action of the court confirming any 
viewers' report or part thereof, if the appeal affects the 
entire report, it shall have the effect of suspending the 
absolute confirmation thereof until the appeal is finally 
disposed of, but where the appeal is to matters which 
do not affect the entire report, or any other assessment, 
such appeal shall affect only the particular assessment 
for which the appeal is taken. 

Section 1940. Filing Assignments of Error, iEt 
Cetera.-In order to determine whether any appeal af
fects the entire report, or any particular assessment, 
the appellant shall file in the court below, before or at 
the time of filing his writ of certiorari, a copy of his 
specifications or assignments of error or grounds of ap
peal. Upon failure so to do, the township or any party 
interested may, by notice or rule upon the appellant, 
cause such specifications, assignments of error, or 
grounds of appeal to be filed. 

Section 1941. Certificate of Judge of the Court Be
low.-Upon the request of the township, or any party 
interested, the court below, or any judge thereof in va
cation, shall i:iertify whether the appeal affects the en
tire report, and said certificate shall be conclusive. 
Where the court or judge certifies that the appeal will 
affect the entire report, no further proceedings shall be 
taken in the court below until after the final action of 
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the appellate court, but where the court or judge certi
fies that the appeal will affect only a particular assess
ment, then the confirmation of all other assessments 
shall be :final. 

Section 1942. Effect of Affirmation of Decree of 
Court Below.-If, on any appeal, the action of the 
court below is affirmed, the date of the decree of judg
ment of the appellate court shall be taken as the day 
on which the report was :finally confirmed. 

Section 1943. Ctmsolidation of Appeals.-Where any 
appeal is taken to the Supreme Court, and an appeal 
is also taken to the Superior Court, and the appeals 
in both cases are substantially the same, the Superior 
Court may certify sueh ap_peal to the Supreme Colµ't 
to be heard with the other appeals from the same report. 

The Supreme Court shall consolidate all such appeals 
and hear them as one case. Where several appeals are 
taken from the confirmation of the same report, either 
to the Superior or Supreme Court, and the grounds of 
appeal are similar, the appellate court may consolidate 
tlie ap,t>eals. 

Section 1944. Appellants may Unite in Appeals; 
Effect Thereof.-Several parties may unite in a single 
appeal, either to the Superior or Supreme Court, where 
the grounds of appeal are similar, but the uniting of 
the appellants shall not unite the amounts or change 
the jurisdiction. When the appeal, if taken by each ap
pellant singly, would be to the Superior Court, then 
the appeal shall be to that court, but, if the appeal of 
any one appellant would be to the Sur>reme Court, then 
the joint appeal shall be to that court. If an appeal has 
been taken to the Supreme Court, any other party, 
without regard to the amount involved, if the groun_ds 
of appeal are similar, may appeal to the same court and 
join in such appeal. 

Section 1945. Appeals from Reports of Viewers for 
Jury Trial.-Within thirty days after any report of 
viewers is filed in court, any party whose property is 
taken, injured or destroyed, or who is assessed benefits, 
may appeal to the court of common pleas and demand 
a trial by jury. Where an appeal is so taken as to a 
portion of the report, the portion not appealed from 
shall be confirmed absolutely at the expiration of thirty 
days after the report is filed in court. · 

Section 1946. . Reasons for Appeals to be Stated.
The appeal, as provided in the last preceding seetion, 
shall state the grounds upon which it is taken, and shall 
be signed by the appellant, or by his agent or attorney, 
and shall be accompanied by an affidavit that it is not 
taken for the purpose of delay, but because the appel
lant believes that injustice has been done. 

Section 1947. Costs.-Upon the trial of any such ap
peal, in case the party appellant does not obtain aver-

41 
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diet more favorable than was the report of the viewers 
as finally confirmed, the appellant shall not recover any 
costs. 

Section 1948. Notices; Appeals from the Court Be
low.-The court of common pleas shall order what 
notices shall be given in connection with such proceed
ings, and may, by. rule or otherwise, prescribe the form 
of pleadings. After verdict and final judgment, either 
party may, within three months, appeal to the Superior 
or Supreme Court. 

Section lfl49. Appeals to the Wrong Court.-Should 
any appeal under this article be made to the wrong 
court, such court shall certify the appeal to the court 
w which it should have been taken. 

Section 1960. Appeals not to Prevent .Filing Liens.
No appeal taken under this article shall prevent the 
filing of liens by any township for any assessment made 
by any such report, but, upon the final termination 
of the issue, the court shall make such order as to· the 
lien filed as shall appear right and proper. 

Section 1951. Discontinuance of Proceedings.___:If 
any township shall repeal any ordinance, or discontinue 
any proceeding, providing for any improvements, prior 
to the entry upon, taking, or injury to any property 
or materials, the township shall not be liable to pay any 
damages which have been assessed, but all ~osts upon 
ariy such proceedings shall be paid by the township, 
together with any actual damage sustained by reason 
of such proceeding. 

Section 1952. Assessments to Bear Interest.-All as
sessments for benefits, costs, and expenses shall bear 
interest at the expiration of thirty days after they shall 
have been finally ascertained, and shall be payable to 
the treasurer of the township. 

Section 1953. Damages to Bear Interest.-The 
amount of damages allowed in a report of viewers for 
the taking, injury or destruction of property by the 
exercise of the right of eminent domain shall, as finally 
confirmed, bear interest at_ the rate of six per centum 
per annum from the date of the confirmation nisi of the 
report. 

ARTICLE XX 
ROADS, STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 

(a) Plans of Streets 
Section 2001. Every township shall have a general 

plan of its streets and alleys, including those which have 
been or may be laid out but not opened. Such plan 
shall be filed in the office of the engineer or other proper 
officer of the township, and all subdivisions of property 
thereafter made shall conform thereto. No streets or 
alleys, or parts thereof, laid out or accepted and con· 
firmed on such plan, shall afterwards be altered with· 
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out the consent of the commissioners of the township. 
No person shall be entitled t0 recover any damages for 
any improvements placed or constructed within the 
lines of any street or alley after the same has been lo
cated or ordained on the plan provided for by this 
section.· 

(b) Laying Out, Opening, Widening, Straightening, 
Vacating and Relaying Roads, Et Cetera; Repairs 

and Detours 
Section 2005. Power to Lay Out, Open, Widen, Va

cate, Et Oetera.-The board of township commissioners 
may enact, ordain, survey, lay out, open, widen, 
straighten, vacate, and relay all roads, streets, lanes and 
alleys, and parts thereof, which are wholly within the 
township, upon the petition of a majority in interest 
of the owners of property or properties through whose 
land such road, street, lane or alley passes, or upon 
whose land it abuts, or without petition of the owners 
of abutting property if, in the judgment of the board 
of commissioners, it is necessary for the public con
venience. Such power shall include authority to vacate 
in whole or in part roads, streets, lanes and alleys laid 
out by the Commonwealth where the same lrave re
mained unopened for a period of thirty years ; and also 
the authority to lay out and open a public road which 
will be a continuation or extension 0f a street already 
opened by an adjacent city or borough. 

Section 2006. Burial Grounds, Et Cetera, Saved.
No such road, street, lane or alley shall be laid out and 
opened through any burial ground or cemetery, nor 
through any grounds occupied by a building used as a 
plaoe for public worship, or as a public or parochial 
school or educational or charitable institution or semi
nary, unless the consent of the owner or corporation or 
person controlling the premises is first secured. 

Section 2007. Notice of Hearing.-The board of com
missioners shall give ten days' notice to the property 
owners affected thereby of the time and place when and 
where all parties interested may meet and be heard. 
Witnesses may be summoned and examined by the board 
and by the parties interested at such meeting or any 
adjournment thereof. 

Section 2008. Drart; Report.-Artei;,, such hearing 
and a crons'i«eration of the matter, should the board of 
commissioners, or a majority thereof, decide in favor 
of exercising the power so conferred, they shall make 
written report, together with a draft or survey of the 
road, street, lane or alley, fixing the width thereof and 
noting the improvements along the line thereof, and the 
names of the owners of propercy through which the 
same shall pass or whereon it shall abut. Such report 
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and draft shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court of quarter sessions. 

Section 2009. Exooptions to Report.-.Any citizen or 
freeholder of the township may, within th\rty days after 
the filing of the report of the board of commissioners, 
upon entering in the court sufficient surety to indemnify 
the board for all costs incurred in the proceedings, file 
exceptions to the report, together with a petition for a 
review. 

Section 2010. Ap~ointment of Viewers.-Upon favor
able action on such matter by the board of commis
sioners, and after the expiration of the term allowed 
for filing exceptions, or upon the order of the court 
upon the disposition of any exceptions; if in either case 
the compensation for the damages or benefits accruing 
therefrom have not been agreed upon, the court of com
mon pleas, or any law judge thereof in vacation, on 
application by petition by the board of commissione.rs 
or any person interested, shall appoint three viewers, 
from the county board of viewers, to assess the damages 
and benefits Qccasioned by the proceeding in the manner 
provided by this act for such proceedings. 

Section 2011. Notices to be Posted along Improve
ment.-After the passage or approval of any ordinance 
by the board of commissioners, for the opening, widen
ing, straightening, extending, or vacating any road, 
street, or alley, notice shall, within ten days thereafter, 
be given by handbills posted in conspicuous places 
along the line of the proposed improvement. Such 
notice shall state the fact of the passage or approval 
of the ordinance, and the date of the passage or 
approval. 

Seetion 2012. Width of Public Roads.-The width 
of a public road in townships of the first class shall 
not be less than thirty-three feet or more than one hun
dred and twenty feet: Provided, That the limits of 
width shall not be construed to include the width re
quired for necessary slopes in cuts or fills, when the 
limits of the road and the extra width required for such 
slopes exceed the limits of width herein specified. 

Section 2013. Opening and Repairing Roads.-Pub
lic roads or highways laid out by lawful authority in 
townships shall, as soon as may be practicable, ·be ef
fectually opened and constantly kept in repair. All 
public roads or highways shall, at all seasons, be kept 
reasonably clear of all impediments to easy and con:.. 
venient traveling, at the expense of the township. 

Whenever proceedings have been heretofore or may 
hereafter be begun for the opening and laying out of 
any publie road in any township, such public road shall 
be physically opened upon the ground for use by the 
public within the period of five years next after the 
completion of such proceedings, and if not so opened, 
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then such proceedings shall be deemed to be void and 
of no effect, and the land proposed to be taken shall 
revert to the owners of the land, as in the case of the 
vacation of a public road, free of any easement or right 
of the public to use the same. 

Section 2014. Detours.-Except fo the case of emer- · 
gencies wherein the safety of the public would be en
dangered, no public road or highway in any township 
shall be closed to· vehicular traffic, except upon order of 
the authorities having charge of the maintenance of such 
highways, nor for a longer period than is necessary for 
the purpose for which such order is issued ; Provided, 
however, That no public road or highway shall be closed 
to vehicular traffic when the same has been designated 
as a detour by the State Department of Highways, un
less the written consent of the Department of High
ways has first been obtained, or unless the authorities 
having jurisdiction over said road or highway shall, by 
resolution duly recorded on their minutes, declare such 
closing necessary for the protection of the public safety. 

When any public road or highway shall be closed, as 
hereinbefore provided, it shall be the duty of the au
thorities authorizing the closing to immediately desig
nate or lay out a detour, on which they shall erect or 
cause to be erected and maintained while such detour 
is in use, legible signs at each public road intersection 
throughout its entire length, indicating the direction 
to the main highway. During the period when such 
detour is in use, it shall be the duty of the authorities 
closing the main highway to maintain such detour in 
safe and passable condition. It shall also be the duty 
of the authorities closing the main highway and main
taining the detour to immediately remove all detour 
signs when the highway originally closed is opened for 
traffic. Said authorities shall, as soon as possible, repair 
the road designated as a detour, and place same in a 
condition at least equal to its condition when designated 
as a detour. Whenever necessary in· the creation of a 
detour, as aforesaid, the authorities responsible for lay
ing out the detour may enter into agreement with the 
owners of private lands, covering the acq\lisition of 
right of way privileges over private property for the 
period when the main highway shall be closed to traffic. 
In the exercise of the rights conferred by this section, 
the authorities responsible are hereby empowered to 
pay for the necessary maintenance, subsequent repair; 
and land rental out of such funds as are available for 
the construction and/or maintenance of the highways 
in their charge. 

Any person who shall wilfully remove, deface, de
stroy, or disregard any barricade, light, danger sign, 
detour sign, or warning of any other character what
soever, erected or placed under authority of this sec-
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tion, or who shall drive on, over or across any highway 
whieh has been closed by proper authority, shall, upon 
conviction thereof in a summary proceeding before a 
magistrate, alderman, or justice of the peace, be sen
tenced to pay a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars 
nor more than one hm1dred dollars, and the costs of 
prosecution, and, in default of the payment thereof, 
shall be imprisoned one day for each dollar of fine and 
costs unpaid: Provided, however, That persons who 
have no outlet due to the closing of a highway may 
drive on, over or across such highway, with the consep.t 
in writing of, and subject to such conditions as may be 
prescribed by, the authorities responsible for the clos
ing, or their agents or contractors, without being sub
ject to the penalties imposed by this section. 

In addition to the penalties herein provided, the au
thorities responsible for the maintenance of a highway 
which has been closed to vehicular traffic, or their agents 
or contractors, may, in an action at law, recover dam
ages from any person or persons who have damaged a 
highway by driving on, over or across same when it 
is closed to vehicular traffic in accordance with the pro
visions of this act. 

All fines collected under the provisions of this sec
tion shall be paid by the officer receiving the same to 
the treasurer of the township in which the offense was 
committed. 

The commissioners of any township may temporarily 
close any township road when, in their opinion, ex
cessive or unusual conditions have rendered such road 
unfit or unsafe for travel, and immediately repair, be
cause of the time of year or other conditions, is im
practicable. The road or portion of road so closed shall 
be properly marked at its extremities, and a means of 
passage for the customary users of such road shall, 
whenever possible, be provided. . 

Anyone using such road or portion thereof after the 
same has been properly closed and marked, without a 
permit from the commissioners, shall he subject to a 
penalty of not more than one hundred dollars, to be re
covered in a summary proceeding. The penalties so re
covered shall be payable to the treasurer of the town
ship wherein the offense was committed. 

Section 2015. Laying out Roads under the General 
Road Law.-All roads partly within townships of the 
first class, where one of the termini of such roads is 
without the township, shall be laid out, widened, 
changed, or vacated only by the courts of quarter ses
sions, as heretofore, in the manner provided by the 
general road law and the amendments, additions, and 
Empplements thereto. But no such road shall be opened, 
changed, widened, altered, or vacated unless and until 
the board of commissioners of the township shall have 
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passed a resolution consenting and approving thereto, 
and shall have filed, with the clerk of said court, a copy 
of such resolution, duly certified by the township sec
retary. All damages and benefits occasioned by such 
laying out and the subsequent opening thereof, or by 
any such widening, changing, or vacation, shall be as
sessed, collected, and paid in the manner provided by 
the general road law and the amendments, additions, 
and supplements thereto: Provided, That all damages 
occasioned by such laying out, and the opening thereof, 
or by the widening, changing, or vacating of all roads 
within townships of the first class shall be assessed, col
lected, and paid by such townships of the first class. 

( e) ·Dedicated Roads, Streets, Lanes, Alleys, and 
Drainage Facilities. 

Section 2020. Plians of Dedicated Roads and 
Streets.-No person shall construct, open, or dedicate 
any road, street, lane or alley, or any drainage facilities 
in connection therewith, for public use or travel in any 
township, without first submitting plans thereof to the 
township commissioners for their approval. Such plans 
shall be prepared in duplicate in accordance with such 
rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the com
missioners, and shall show the profiles of such roads, 
streets, lanes or alleys, the course, structure, and ca
pacity of any drainage facilities, and the method of 
drainage of the adjacent or contiguous territory, and 
also any other or further details that may be required 
under the rules and regulations adopted by the town
ship commissioners. Before acting upon any such plans, 
the commissioners may, in their discretion, arrange for 
a public hearing, after giving such notice as they may 
deem desirable in each ease. The township commis
sioners are authorized to alter such plarts, or order the 
same to be altered, and to specify any changes or modi
fications of any kind which they, in their discretion, may 
deem necessary with respect thereto, and may make their 
approval of such plans subject to any such alterations, 
changes or modifications, but no plans shall be approved 
until there is a solicitor's report as to municipal liens. 
Any plans when so approved shall be signed, in dupl1-
cate, on behalf of the township by such officer as the 
commissioners may designate, and an approved duplicate 
copy shall be filed in the township engineer's office or 
other proper office, where the same shall be available 
to public inspection. No road, street, lane or alley, or 
any drainage facilities in connection therewith, shall 
be opened, constructed, or dedicated for public use er 
travel, except in strict accordance with plans so ap
proved by the commissione.rs, or with further plans 
subsequently approved by them in the same manner, 
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nor until such plan, and the approval thereof, has been 
recorded as hereinafter provided. 

Section 2021. Appeals where Commissioners Refuse 
Approval.-In any case where the township commis
sioners shall refuse to approve any plans submitted to 
them in accordance with this act, any person aggrieved 
by the action of the commissioners may, within thirty 
days after such action, appeal therefrom by petition 
tc; the court of qi~iarter .sessions of the county, ·which 
court shall hear the matter de novo, and, after hearing, 
may enter a decree affirming, reversing, or modifying 
the action of the commissioners as may appear just in 
the premises. The court shall designate the manner in 
which notices of the hearing of any such appeal shall 
be given to all parties interested. The decision of the 
court shall be final. 

The action of the township commissioners, or of the 
court on appeal, in approving any such plans, and an 
approved duplicate copy of such plans, shall be recorded 
by the person applying for such approval in the office 
of the recorder of deeds of the county. 

Section 2022. No Responsibility on Township where 
Plans not Approved.-If any road, street, lane or alley, 
or any drainage facilities in connection therewith, shall 
be opened, constructed, or dedicated for public use or 
travel, except in strict accordance with plans approved, 
as provided in this subdivision, neither the township 
commissioners nor any public authorities shall place, 
construct, or operate any sewer, drain, water pipe, or 
other facilities, or do any work of any kind, in or upon 
such road, street, lane or alley ; and neither the town
ship commis.gioners, nor any other public authorities, 
shall have any responsibility of any kind with respect 
to any such road, street, lane, alley, or drainage facili
ties, notwithstanding any use of the same by the pub
lic, unless such road, street, lane, alley, or drainage 
facilities, are accepted by ordinance: Provided, how
ever, That nothing herein contained shall prevent the 
laying of trunk sewers, drains, water or gas mains, if 
required by engineering necessity for the accommoda
tion of other territory. 

Section 2023. Entry of Lands.-The township com
missioners and their representatives and workmen may 
ente:r upon any land and property, and maintain marks 
and monuments, so far as the commissioners deem neces
sary in carrying out their powers and duties of this 
subdivision. 

Section 2024. Penalty.-Any person, copartnership, 
or corporation who or which shall construct, open, or 
dedicate any road, street, lane or alley, or any drainage 
facilities in connection therewith, for public use or 
travel in any township, without havin{~ first complied 
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with the provisions of this subdivision, and of any ordi
nances or resolutions of the township authorities 
adopted pursuant hereto, shall be guilty of a misde
meanor, and, upon conviction thereof, such person or 
the members of such copartnership or the officers of 
such corporation responsible for such violation shall be 
sentenced to suffer imprisonment not exceeding two 
years, or pay a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
or both, in the discretion of the court. 

Section 2025. Powers of State and Counties Pre
served.~N othing contained in this subdivision shall be 
held to restrict or iimit the State Department of High
ways or any county in the exercise of any of its duties, 
powers, and functions under the provisions of any act 
of Assembly now in force or hereafter to be enacted. 

(d) Relocation, Alteration, and Vacation of Roads in or 
near State Parks 

Section 2030. Agreements to Relocate, Alter, and 
Vacate Roads.-Whenever a public road or highway 
within a park or public ground, title to which park or 
public grounds is vested in the State of Pennsylvania, 
is laid out, located, relocated, altered, or vacated in such 
manner that a public road or highway, approaching, 
leading into, or contiguous to such park or public 
grounds; shall become either useless, inconvenient or 
burdensome, such public road or highway, approaching, 
leading into, or contiguous to such park or public 
grounds, may be altered, relocated, or vacated, by the 
township commissioners charged with the duty of main
taining such l'Oads or highways, in whole or in part for 
the purpose of making it convenient and suitable as an 
approach to the roads and highways within said park 
or public grounds, upon the consent and agreement of: 
(a) The commi.<isioners or officials charged with the 
care and management of said park or public grounds; 
(b) the township commissioners charged with the duty 
of maintaining said roads or highways, approaching, 
leading into, or contiguous to said park or public 
!!rounds; and ( c) the property owners owning the ma
jority of the frontage of land abutting upon the relo
cated portion of the roads or highway approaching, 
lt·ading into, or contiguous to said park or public 
grounds. 

Section 2031. Agreement to be Filed in Court; Ef
fect of Filing.-The filing of the consent and agree
ment of commissioners or officials charged with the 
care and management of such park or public grounds, 
the township commissioners charged with the mainte
nance of saiil roads and llighways, and of the property 
owners, provided for in the preceding section, in the 
court of quarter sessions of the co:unty or oounties in 
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which· the altered, relocated, or vacated road or high
way is situate, shall have the same force and effect as 
the filing and the approval and absolute confirmation 
by the ·court of quarter sessions of a r~port of viewers 
appointed in accordance with the general road law, and 
shall have the same force and effect as though said 
viewers had laid out, located, relocated, altered, or 
vacated such road or highway in accordance with the 
agreement filed as aforesaid, and the report of said 
viewers· had been filed, approved, and absolutely con
firmed by the. court. 

The filing of said agreement in the court of quarter 
sessions shall be conclusive as to the question of the 
neceE!sity for the laying out, location, relocation; altera
tion, or vacation of saiq roads or highways, as contained 
in the said agreement, and that the portion or portions 
of said road or highway abandoned or vacated were 
useless, inconvenient, and burdeHsome. 

Section 2032. Altered and Relocated Roads De
clared Township Roads.-Such road or highway, when 
altered or relocated, shall be maintained and repaired 
in the same manner as other township roads are main
tained and repaired. 

Section 2033. Assessment Qf Damages.-The owner 
of any land through which any public road or highway 
may be so relocated may apply, by petition, to the court 
of quarter sessions of the proper county, setting forth 
the injury which he or she may have sustained by rea
son of the relocation of the said pnblic road or high
way, and the proceedings relative to the assessment and 
payment of damages of said land owner shall be in ac
cordance with the provisions of this act for proceedings 
for the assessment of damages. and benefits. 

( e) Elimination of Curves 

Section 2035. Any township may acquire, by pur
chase or by the right of eminent domain, such prop~rty 
and lands situate along or adjacent to any township 
highway as, in the opinion of the commissioners of such 
t-0wnship, may be necessary to eliminate dangerous 
curves. 
. Upon any such purchase or condemnation, the town
ship ~ommissioJJ.ers may, from time to time, abate or 
remove, or cause to be abated or removed, any sueh 
da-ngerous · eurve or curves, to the extent of the prop
erty and land so acquired. 
- ·· The proceedings for the con(l.emnation of such prop
erty and lands under the provisions of this section, 
and for the assessment of damages for property taken, 
injured or destroyed, shall be taken in the same manner 
as is provided by this act for th-e ooniemnation of land 
by townships.· 
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(f) Acquisition of Unobstructed Views at Curves and 
Intersections 

Section 2040. Any township may acquire, by pur
chase or by the right of eminent domain, a free and 
unobstructed view down and across such lands located 
at or near the intersection of any two highways, or a 
highway and a railroad or railway, or at any. curve in 
any highway, as may be necessary to assure a free and 
unobstructed view in all directions at such crossings, 
and to so prevent the use of such lands for any purpose 
oroin any manner which may interfere with or obstruct 
the vision of any person. or persons traveling upon any 
such highway. 

Upon any such condemnation, the township cbmmis
s!oners, having had such view condemned, may, from 
time to time, abate or remove, or cause to be abated or 
removed, any obstruction to such view over and across 
such lands. 

The proceedings for the condemnation of such view 
over and across such lands under the provisions of this 
act, and for the assessment !Jf damages for property 
taken, injured or destroyed, shall be taken in the same 
manner as is provided in this act for the condemnation 
of land by townships. 

Upon the condemnation of a view over and across 
any such lands, the owner of such lands may make 
every such use thereof as will not interfere with a free 
and unobstructed view at such dangerous crossing or 
cu:rve, and, unless specilrlly provided for in such con
demnation proceedings, such condemnation shall not .be 
construed to prevent the owner thereof from using such 
land for pasture or the growing of grass, oats, wheat, 
or other crops which will not obstruct the vision more 
than wheat. 

(g) Changing or Altering Roads by Agreement with 
Property Owners 

Section 2045. Whenever the commissioners of· any 
township deem it advisable to construct, change, or 
alter any part of any public road . under their super
vision, and can agree with the property owners affected 
by such change as to damages, they may, upon payment 
of damages agreed upon, change or alter such part of 
such public road as contemplated in: such agreement 
without the formality of a view. 

No such change or alteration of any part of any pub
lic road shall be made, the costs and expenses of which 
to such township, including damages, shall exceed three 
hundred dollars. A petition setting forth the facts, ac
companied by a map or draft of such proposed change, 
shall be presented to the court of quarter sessions for 
approval before such actual change is made; whereupon 
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the new location, approved by the court, shall be taken 
to be the public road and the old location shall be vacated. 

Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit a township from paying for curb8, gutters, side
walks and retaining walls necessitated by such eonstruc
tion, change, alteration or widening in cases where the 
land necessary therefor is dedicated to the township for 
public use. 

(h) Grading, Draining, Curbing, Paving, Macadamizing 
Roads or Streets on Petition, and Assessment 

of Benefits by Viewers 
Section 2050. Proceedings on Petition.-Upon the pe

tition of a majority of property ewners in interest or 
number, abutting on the line of any proposed improve
ment, to be verified by the affidavit of at least one of 
the petitioners, a majority in interest of owners of undi
vided interests in any piece of property to be treated as 
one person, a township may grade, curb, pave, or macad
amize, or otherwise improve, any road, street, or alley, 
or part thereof, or which may be, in whole or in pal't, 
boundaries thereof, and provide for the necessary drain
age thereof; and may also provide for the improvement 
of any street, road, lane or alley, and any sections or 
parts thereof, in length, in the space between the curb, 
gutter, or actual carriage-way line and the property line, 
either by an original work or improvement thereon, or by 
a change, repair, renew_al, or alteration in the said high
way, curb, parking spaces, or shade trees_, or by chang
ing, alterating, renewing, replanting, pruning, or other
wise improving the same, in any or all of said particulars. 
The majority in interest or number required for such 
peti1!ions shall be fixed as of the date of such petition. 

Section 2051. Grading Restrictions.--In grading a 
road, street, lane or alley, it shall be unlawful to raise 
the highway above the ordinary grade when a drain or 
culvert is constructed under such highway, or where a 
highway is constructed over such drain or culvert. 

Section 2052. Notice.-After the passage of any ordi
nance for the grading, curbing, paving, or macadamizing, 
or otherwise improving any street or alley, notice shall 
be given, within ten days thereafter, by handbills posted 
in conspicuous places along the line of the proposed im
provement. 

Section 2053. - Contents of Notice.-The notice shall 
state the fact and the date of the passagEi of such ordi
nance, that the petition for the improvement was signed 
by a majority in interest and number of owners of prop
erty abutting on the line of the proposed improvement, 
and that any person interested, denying the fact that 
said petition was so signed, may appeal to the court of 
common pleas of the county within thirty days from 
the passage of the ordinance. 
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Section 2054. Appeals from Ordinance.-Any person 
interested may, within thirty days from the passage 0£ 
such ordinance, present a petition to the court of com
mon pleas of the county, setting forth the facts; where
upon the court shall determine whether such improve
ment was petitioned for by the requisite majority. If 
the court shall find that it was not so petitioned for, it 
shall quash the ordinance, but if it shall find tha.t it was 
so petitioned £or, it shall approve the same. If no appeal 
shall be taken, or if the court, on appeal, shall approve 
the ordinance, the township may proceed with the im
provement, and thereafter all parties shall be estopped 
from denying the fact that such petition was properly 
signoo. 

Section 2055. Assessment of Damages and Benefits 
by Viewers.-On petition, viewers shall· be appointed, 
as provided in this act, who shall ~sess the damages, 
costs, and expenses of such grading, curbiqg, paving, 
or macadamizing, or parking, shade tree planting, or 
changing or altering, renewing, replanting, pruning, or 
improving, including the expenses for necessary drain
age, upon the property benefited, according to benefits, 
if sufficient can be found, but if not, the deficiency, when 
ascertained, shall be paid by the township. The pro
ceedings of the viewers and the proceedings on their re
port shall be as provided in this act for such proceedings. 

Section 2056. Assessments to Bear Interest; Collee
tion.-All such assessments for benefits if not paid with
in thirty days shall bear interest as provided by this act 
in such eases, and, if any such assessment remains un
paid, it shall be the duty of the township solicitor to col
lect the same with interest, by action of assumpsit, or by 
a lien to be filed and collected in the manner provided 
by 1aw £or the filing and collection of municipal claims. 
When an owner has two or more lots against which there 
is an assessment for the same improvement, all of such 
lots may be embraced in one claim. 

(i) Grading, Draining, Curbing, Paving or Macadamiz
ing Streets, and Collection of Cost by Foot Front Rule 

Section 2060. Proceedings With or Without Peti
tion.-Townships, with petition or without petition, may 
grade, curb, gutter, pave, macadamize, or otherwise im
prove, roads, streets, lanes and alleys, or parts thereof, 
or a particular width or additional widths thereof, with 
or without the assistance or contribution of the State, 
county, or a corporation occupying the thoroughfare, 
and may assess and collect the whole cost thereof, or 
the whole cost not thus aided or contributed, or any pa.rt 
thereof, from the owners of real estate abutting on the 
improvement, by an equal assessment on the foot front, 
including the expense of the necessary drainage. Such 
power may be exercised as to any township road, street, 

1293 



1294 LA. WS OF PENNSYLV A.NIA., 

lane or alley, or any State or State-aid highway or coun
ty road or highway. The board of commissioners may 
make equitable adjustments for corner lots, or lots of ir
regular shape, where an assessment for full frontage 
would be unjust. Property not otherwise assessable 
shall become assessable lzy the petition of the owner or 
the owner's representative. Jn all cases where the whole 
width of the highway is being paved without State or 
county aid, and more than two-thirds of the total cost is 
proposed to be assessed on abutters, the township shall, 
for this purpose, be considered as owner of non-assess
able property, of street and alley intersections, and of the 
deducted frontage on equitable adjustments. On peti
tion of owners representing two-thirds of the number of 
feet of assessable properties abutting on the proposed 
improvement, the total cost of the improvement, or a 
lesser amount if the township desires, may be assessed 
on the assessable properties abutting, without any de
duction for non-assessable property, or street and alley 
intersections, or for the equitable adjustments aforesaid: 
Provided, That the petition states that the total cost 
may be assessed on the abutters. 

Section 2061. Grading Restrictions.-In grading a 
road, street, lane or alley, it shall be unlawful to raise 
the highway above the ordinary grade when a drain or 
culvert is constructed under such highway, or where a 
highway is constructed over such drain or culvert. 

Section 2062. Notices of A.ssessments.--The secretary 
of the township shall eause thirty days' notice qf the as
sessment to be given to each party assessed, either by 
service on the owner o~ his agent, or left on the assessed 
premises. . 

Section 2063. Collection of A.ssessments.-If any as
sessment shall remain unpaid at the expiration of the 
notice, it shall be the duty of the township solicitor to 
collect the same, with interest from the time of com
pletion of the improvement, by action of assumpsit, or 
by a lien to be filed and collected in the same manner 
as municipal claims. When an owner has two or more 
lots against which there is an assessment for the same 
improvement, all of such lots shall be embraced in one 
claim. 

(j) Road Material, Ditches, Drains and Watercourses 
Section 2065. Power to Enter Lands.-When road 

material cannot be conveniently obtained by contract at 
reasonable prices, the commissioners of townships may 
enter upon any land or enclosure within their township, 
lying near the road, and dig, gather, and carry upon the 
road any stones, sand, or gravel which they think neces
sary to make, maintain, or repair the road. In exercising 
such right they shall do no unnecessary damage to the 
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owners of the land, and shall repair any breaches of 
fences which they make. 

Section 2066. Viewers to Fix Damages.-Whenever 
the commissioners and the owners of any such materials 
cannot agree upon the price to be paid therefor, the 
value of such materials shall be assessed by viewers to 
be appointed and to make report as provided in this act 
in the case of eminent domain proceedings. 

Section 2067. Ditches, Drains, and Watercourses; 
Approval of Plans.-No person shall stop, fill up, con
fine, pave or otherwise interfere with any drain, ditch, 
watercourse, or drainage facilities, in a township, with
out first submitting suitable plans thereof to the town
ship commissioners for their approval. Such plans shall 
be prepared in accordance with such rules and regula
tions as may be prescribed by the commissioners, and 
shall show the exact nature of the work to be performed. 
Before acting upon any such plan, the commia.sioners 
may, in their discretion, arrange for a public hearing, 
after giving such notice as they may deem desirable in 
each .case. The commissioners are authorized to alter 
such plans, and to specify any changes or modifications 
of any kind which they, in their discretion, may deem 
necessary with respect thereto, and may make their ap
proval of such plans subjeet to any alterations, changes 
·or modifications. Any plans, when so approved, shall be 
signed on behalf 0f the township by sucl;i officer as the 
commissioners may designate, and shall be filed in the 
township offices where the same shall be available for 
public inspection. No drain, ditch, watercourse, or drain
age facilities, shall be constructed, altered, stopped, filled 
up, confined, paved, or otherwise interfered with, ex~ 
cept in strict accordance with plans so approved by the 
commissioners, or with further plans subsequently ap
proved by them in the same manner. No township shall 
have any responsibility with respect to conditicms arising 
as a result of the failur~ on the part of any person ~o 
comply with the requirements of this act. . . . 

The township commissioners may enter upon.any land$ 
or enclosures and cut, open, maintain, and repair such 
drains or ditches through the same as,· in, their judg
ment, are necessary to carry the water from the roads, 
streets, lanes or alleys. 

If any person shall stop, fill up, or confine, . pave, or 
otherwise interfere with any such drain or ditch, water
course,· or drainage facilities, or shall divert or change 
the course thereof, without the approval of the com~ 
missioners as herein provided,, such person shall be guHty 
of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding one thousand dol
lars, or suffer imprisonment not exceeding two years, 
or both, in the discretion of the court. · · · · ·· · 

Nothing contained in this section shall be held to r6-
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strict or limit the State Department of Highways or any 
county in the exercise of any of its powers and duties 
under the provisions of any law of this Commonwealth, 
nor to obviate the necessity of securing the consent of 
the Water and Power Resources Board where required 
by existing law. 

(k) Trees and Shrubbery within Limits of Highways 
Section 2070. Saving Trees and Shrubbery.-Where 

any highway passes through or along forested lands, wild 
lands, or uncultivated lands, no trees growing within the 
limits of such highway at a distance beyond fifteen feet 
on either side of the center line thereof, and which 
measure four inches or over in diameter at a point two 
feet from the surface of the ground, shall be cut down 
or destroyed by the commissioners or persons employed 
by them or any other person without first obtaining the 
consent of the abutting owners. 

Whenever any highway, running through improved or 
cultivated lands, has been opened, and there are growing, 
along the roadsides and within the road limits, shrubs or 
trees not interfering with public travel, :no commission
ers or other persons in their employ shall remove, cut, 
injure, or destroy, or in any other manner interfere with, 
such shrubs or trees. If such removal or cutting is ab
solutely necessary for the purpose of maintaining the 
highway at its highest efficiency, the commissioners or 
other persons in their employ may so cut or remove such 
shrubs or trees, after notifying the abutting property 
owners and en~ring into an agreement with them re
lating to the removal, cutting or interference with said 
shrubs or trees. 

Section 2071. Court Orders for Removals.-In either 
of the cases set forth in the preceding section, if the con
sent or agreement of the abutting property owners can
not be obtained, the board of commissioners may ap
peal to a judge of the court of common pleas. The judge 
shall inquire into the facts of the case, and after hearing 
all parties in interest, shall make such order as seems 
just, having due regard for the demand for road im
provement as well as for the preservation of the trees 
or shrubs. From such order there shall be no appeal. 

Section 2072. Logs and Cordwood Property of Own
er.-All logs, cordwood, branch wood, or other forms of 
wood, which shall be derived from the destruction or re
moval of any trees growing along the highways, shall be 
surrendered to and remain the property of the abutting 
owners. 

Section 2073. Brush and Refuse.-The commission
ers may clear out brush and other refuse from along 
the sides of the road to the legal width thereof. All 
such clearing and removal of brush and refuse shall be 
confined to growth that is within the limits hereinabove 
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described, and to the removal of branches that in any 
way interfere with public tr1wel. No other injury, by 
fire, cutting, abrasion, or otherwise, shall be done to the 
standing timber. 

Section 2074. Penalty.-If any commissioner or per
son in their employ or any other person shall cut down, 
kill, or injure any living tree, growing as aforesaid, and 
of a size four inches in diameter or greater at a point 
two feet from the surface of the ground, or shall violate 
any other provisions of the preceding seetions of this 
subdivision, he shall, upon conviction thereof in a sum
mary proceeding, be subject to a penalty of not more 
than five dollars for every tree so cut, injured or de
stroyed, with costs of suit. Such penalty shall be paid 
to the township treasurer. If any defendant upon con
viction for any offense, fails or refuses to pay the fine 
and costs imposed, or does not give bond with approved 
surety to pay the same within ten days, he shall be com
mitted to the county jail for not more than thirty days 
or until he has paid the fine and costs in full. 

Section 2075. Removal of Obstruction.-Nothing in 
this subdivision of this act shall be so construed as to 
prevent the commissioners or other persons in their em
ploy from removing such roadside trees which may be 
thrown down by the wind or lodged in such position as 
to be a menace to public travel, or which, by reason of 
any other cause, become a source of danger to the public. 
Every such act of removal shall be made with due regard 
to the circumstances of the- case, so as to preserve the 
true intent and purpose of fhis subdivision. 

(1) Protection of Highways from Snowdrifts 
Section 2078.-Whenever any roads, streets, or high

ways, in townships, are so located as to render them li
able, on account of high wind during the winter season, 
to be so filled with snow as to mak~ them impassable, 
and, in the judgment of the commissioners, such drifts 
of snow can be avoided by the removal of any fence 
erected along either side of such road, street, or highway 
and replacing the same by a fence constructed of posts, 
wire, and boards or rail combined, such commissioners 
may agree with the owners of such fences upon a plan 
for the erection of a fence constructed of posts, wire, and 
board or rail combined. The township may pay the 
owners of such fences a sum not to exceed the first cost 
of the wire used in the construction of such fences. The 
wire used in the construction of such fences shall be 
without barbs. This section shall not apply to any stone 
wall, hedge, or ornamental fence . 

.Any township which is responsible for the maintenance 
of any public road or highway shall have authority to 
enter upon private property adjacent to such public 
r9ad or highway and place thereon a snow fence, at any 
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point as may be de.emed necessary to within a limit of 
one hundred (lOQ) feet from the right of way line of 
sucih public road or highway, in order to eliminate snow 
drifting on the traveled portion of the public road or 
highway. 

No such snow fence authorized shall be placed prior 
to November first,.,,nor shall the same remain in place 
after April first of the succeeding year, unless the writ
ten consent of the owner of the adjacent property is ob
tained agreeing to an extension of time ftir the removal 
of said snow fence. 

If the township shall not be ahle to enter into an agree
ment with the owner of the adjacent property •ccupied 
by such snow fence as to the amount of damages sus
tained as a result of said fence being placed and re
moved, the owner may petition the court of common pleas 
of the county for the appointment of viewers tp ascer
tain the amount of damage incurred in such case, in the 
manner provided in this act for eminent domain pro
ceeding:s. Such damages, if any, when ascertained, shall 
be paid by the township. Any funds available for the 
construction and maintenance of public roads or high
ways shall "be available for the payment of such dam
ages. 

( m) Guideposts and Index Boards 
Section 2080. Duty to Erect.-The commissioners of 

townships shall erect posts at the intersection of all pub
lic roads, and at one of the angles where any public road 
crosses anotker public road, and shall firmly fix thereon 
boards or metal signs with index hands pointing to the 
direetion of such roads, providing that if a tree, trolley 
pole, telephone pole, telegraph pole or building is so 
erected that it can be used in place of a post, and per
mission has been secured from the owner thereof, such 
tree, pole, or building may be used in place of a post. 
On such boards and signs shall be inscribed, in large .and 
legible characters, the name of the town, village, or place 
to which such roads lead, and the distance thereto com
puted ih miles: Provided, That where any public high~ 
way intersects or cr<'>sses a State highway, application for 
a permit shall be made by the commissioners to the State 
Department of Highways for the erecting of such signs. 

Section 2081. Penalty for Destroying.-It- shall be 
unlawful for any person to wilfully destroy, remove, 
injure, or deface any guidepost or sign or index board 
erected upon or near any public street, road, or bridge by 
the authoritiQs of any township, or erected, with the con
sent of the authoritie.s having jurisdiction over such 
street, road, or bridge, lJy any club, assoeiation, or other 
organized body, for tbe direction, guidance or safety of 
travelers; Any pe:i;son violating any of the provisions 
of this section· shall; upon eonvictfon in a summary pro-
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ceeding, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than ten 
dollars and not more than twenty-five dollars, with all 
costs of prosecution, together with the value of suob sign 
so destroyed, removed, or defaced. Fines and moneys 
so collected shall be paid to the township treasurer. In 
default of payment o.f said fine, costs, and expenses, he 
shall undergo an imprisonment in the county jail for not 
less than five nor more than sixty days. 

(n) Highways Crossing Railroads; Special Uses of 
Highways 

Section 2083. Railroad Crossings.-Every township 
constructing a highway across a railroad shall construct 
the same above or below the grade thereof, unless per
mitted by the Public Service Commission to construct 
the same at grade. , 

Any such crossing of a railroad by a highway, or any 
vacation 0£ any highway crossing a railroad, shall be con
structed only in the man:mer prescribed by and under the 
jurisdiction of the Public Service Commission. The 
compensation for damages to the oWl'lers of adjacent 
property, taken, injured or destroyed, shall be ascer
tained, fixed, and paid in the manner prescribed in the 
Public Service Company Law. 

~ction 2084. Highw~ Permits.-,-No railroad or 
street railway shall hereafter be constructed upon any 
township highway, nor shall any railroad or street rail
way crossings, nor any gas pipe, water pipe, electric 
conduits, or other piping be laid upon or in, nor shall 
any telephone, telegraph or electrie light or power poles, 
or any coal tipples or any other obstructions be erected 
upon or in, any portion of a township highway, except 
under such conditions, restrictions and regulations, and 
subje11t to the payment of such fees for permits as llll!lY 
be prescribed and required by the _beard of township 
commissioners, not exceeding the reasonable cost ef issu
ing the permit and expense of inspecting the work a111-
thorized by such permit upon completion thereof. .All 
fees so collected for permits shall be paid into the town
ship treasury. 

(o) County-aid in the Improvement of Township Roads 
Section 2086. Whenever the owners of the majority 

of the assessed valuation of real property within any 
township desire any principal road or highway within 
the township to be improved and maintained at the 
joint expense of the county and township, they may 
petition the commissioners of the township for said im
provement and require them to make application to thli 
county commissioners for such improvement and main
tenance in accordance with the provisions of existing 
law. 

In all cases where the township commissioners refuse 
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to act upon, or unduly delay action on, any petition for 
the improvement and maintenance of any road or high
way, any citizen taxpayer of the township or county 
may, by petition, present the facts of the matter to the 
court of quarter sessions, requesting the court to order 
such action thereon as the case may require. If after 
due hearing had before said court it shall appear that 
the truth of the matters alleged in the petition are sus
tained, the court shall make an order directing the town
ship commissioners to -forthwith act upon said applica
tion or applications, and that the said application or 
petition for the improvement be forthwith forwarded 
to the county commissioners. 

(p) Penal Provisions 
Section 208~. If any person working upon any road 

or highway in any township, or if any one in company 
with such person, shall ask money or reward, or by any 
means whatever shall extort or endeavor to extort any 
money, intoxicating drink, or other thing, from any 
person traveling upon or near such road or highway, 
the person so offending shall for every such offense 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five dollars. 

If any ·township oommissioner shall connive with any 
person so asking, demanding, or contriving to extort 
money; intoxicating drink, or any other thing from any 
person traveling as aforesaid, such commissioner shall, 
for every such offense, forfeit and pay a sum not exceed
ing ten dollars. 

If any person shall stop or obstruct any public road 
or highway in any township, or shall commit any nui
sance thereon by felling trees, making fences, turning 
the road, or in any other way, and shall not, on notice 
given by the township commissioners, forthwith remove 
the obstruction or nuisance and repair the damages 
done to such road, such person shall, for every such of
fense, forfeit and pay a sum not more than twenty-five 
dollars. Nothing in this section shall debar an indict
ment for any such nuisance, as in case of misdemeanor 
at common law. 

All penalties provided for in this section shall be 
recovered by summary proceeding for the use of the 
township. 
( q) Opening, Making, Amending, and Repairing High

ways and Bridges by Contracts with Taxpayers 
Section 2090. Taxpayers' Rights.-Any one or more 

taxpayers of any township may acquire the right to fur
nish all the materials and labor necess~ry for opening, 
making, amending, and repairing the public highways 
and bridges of such township, in the manner and under 
the conditions set forth in this subdivision of this act. 

Section 2091. Petition to Court.-To acquire such 
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right, such taxpayers shall, before the beginning of the 
township fiscal year, present to the court of quarter 
sessions. a petition setting forth that he, she, it, or they 
are the owners of property assessed and taxed for road 
purposes in such township, the approximate number of 
miles of public road in such township, and the ability 
of the petitioner or petitioners to lay out, open, make, 
amend, and repair the public highway-s and bridges of 
such township wholly at his, her, its, or their own ex
pense, for the ensuing township fiscal year, and to pay 
the other expenses of such township as hereinafter pro
vided, without any right against or claim upon such 
township for or by reason of the materials, labor, or 
moneys so furnished. 

Section 2092. Bond of Petitioners.-The petitioners 
shall, with the petition, present a bond to the township, 
in a sum equal to five hundred dollars for each mile 
of public road in the township, with one or more suffi
cient sureties, to be approved by the court, conditioned 
for the faithful performance by said petitioner or peti
tioners of his, her, its, or their duty, and to save the 
township harmless from any loss or claim by reason of 
failure so to perform said duty. 

Section 2093. Notice to Commissioners and Auditors. 
-Notice of the intention of presenting the petition 
and bond, and of the time when said petition and bond 
will~ presented to the court, shall be given to the com
missioners and auditor or controller of the township 
at least ten days before the same are presented. 

Section 2094. Contracts; Stipulations.-When the 
petition, bond, and proof of the notice required in the 
preceding section are presented to the court, the same 
shall be ordered filed ; and the court being satisfied of 
the good faith of the petitioners, and the sufficiency of 
the petition, bond, and notice, shall order and direct 
the commissioners, on behalf of the township, to enter 
into a contract with the petitioner or petitioners. In 
such contract, the petitioner or petitioners shall bind 
him, her, or itself or themselves: 

First. To open, make, amend, and repair the public 
highways and bridges of the township for the ensuing 
fiscal year in a lawful and workmanlike manner, wholly 
at the expense of the petitioner or petitioners, and with
out creating thereby any claim upon or right against 
the township for or by reason of the materials, labor, 
or money for persons employed. 

Second. To indemnify and save harmless the town
ship from all claim, damage, cost, or expense of what
ever kind, for or by reason of any act or omission of said 
petitioner or petitioners whereby any claim, suit, or 
other demand may be set up or recovered against the 
township. 

Third. To pay, .within sixty days from the beginnin~ 
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of the fiscal year tQ. the following officers of such tgwn
ship, the following sums, to be received ·by said officers 
in full for all demands against such township for their 
respective services as such officers of the township for 
the fiscal years for which the said contract is made, 
whicB. sha'll be in lieu of the compensaticm otherwise in 
this act provided for s11ch officers, na1uely: To eaeh 
township secretary, the sum of fifty dollars; to the audi-
1mr or controller of such township, the sum of twenty. 
five dollars; to an attorney, to be elected by such com
missioners as counsel for the township, the sum of fifty 
dollarlil; tQ. each commissioner, the sum of one hundred 
dollars. 

Section 2095. No Road Tax to be Levied.-In con
sideraticm of the obligations set out in the preceding 
section to be assumed and performed by the petitioner 
nr petitioners, the commissioners, on behalf of such town
ship, shall stipulate that the township will not assess, 
levy, or collect any tax for road purpOSE!lil during the 
fiscal year for which such contract is made. 

Section 2096. Inspection.-The commissioners shall 
view and '.inspect the making and repairing of the roads 
in such townships, at lel!§.t once during every month, and 
satisfy themselves that the petitioners have fully com
plied with their contract, before final settlement and 
expirat:i.on of contract. ·If, at any time, the commis
sioners shall see that any portion of the roade need 
repair, they shall notify the petitioners to repair the 
same. In case said petitioners fail to repair said road 
within five days after notice, the commissioners are em
power~ to purchase such materials and employ such 
men as may be necessary to repair such road, and charge 
the same to the petitioners . 

.ARTICLE XXI 

BOUNDARY ROADS AND HIGHWAYS 

(a) Opening, Repairing and Improving on Division 
Line of Towm1hips 

Section 2101. Roads or highways laid out on a line 
which divides two townships shall be opened, made, kept 
clear and in repair at the joint and equal charge of 
such townships. .Any township necessarily incurring 
more than its due proportion of such charge may re
cover the excess so incurred from the other toWllBhip. 

When any public road is laid on the line of two town
ships, if. the commissioners or supervisors of either town
ship neglect or refu~ to join with the tllOmmissioners 
or supervisors of the other township in opening or re
pairing such road, the commissioners or supervisors of 
the other township shaM open, amend, and repair the 
road,_ and are authorized to collect a just proportion of 
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the oost of the opening and repairing of such road from 
the township so neglecting or refusing to join in s;uch 
opening or repairing. The commissioners or super
visors so neglecting or refusing shall be liable to a pen
alty of not less than four dollars mid not exceeding 
fifty, to be recovered in a summary proceeding. All 
such penalties whera recovered shal1 be paid into the town
ship road fund. 

(b) Maintenance of Roads between Township and 
Cities or Boroughs 

Section 2105. Whenever any road or street is on the 
houndary line between any township and any city or 
borough, such road or street shall bi maintafoed jointly 
by the city or borough and the. township; For the pur
pose of maintaining any such road or street, the au
thorities of any such township are hereby directed to 
eBter into agreements, with such city or borough, pro
viding the manner in which the same shall be mam~ 
tained, and ·providing for the division of the cost of 
maintenance between the city or borough and township. 
If any such city or borough and township shall fail 
or refuse to enter into any such contract, or if the city 
or borough and township cannot agree, any taxpayer 
or the corporate authorities of the township may present 
a petition to the court of quarter sessions of the county, 
setting forth the facts, and the court, after 4earing, of 
which such notice shall be given td all parties interested 
as the court may direct, sh.all make an order directing 
the manner of such maintenance and the division of the 
cost of maintenance between the city o.r boroug1l and the 
township. 'Bhe action of the court shall be final. 

(c) Highway, the Centre Line of which is the Dividing 
Line between Townships and Boroughs or Cities 

in the Same County 

Section 2110. Wkenever the centre line of any high
way constitutes the dividing line between a townsh1p 
and any city or borough located iri the same county, 
the commi£sioners of the township may, jointly with 
the county, enter into a contract with the city or bor
ough providing for the grading, curbing, q._nd macadam~ 
izing or paving of such highway. 

Such alteratjon or improvement shall be constructed, 
and subsequent repairs shall be made, under the super
vision of the proper authorities of the city or borough, 
in compliance with the laws governing the construction 
of such alterations or impJ'.,pvements in !\lich city or 
borough, and with ·plans and specifications to be agreed 
upon in writing between the commi$sioneTs of the. to~~ 
ship and the city 01' bori:mgh and the commis8io:riers of 
the county. · 
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The cost of any alteration or improvement shall be 
borne one-half by the city or borough and one-half by 
the county and township in equal portions. 

The cost of repairs shall be borne one-half by the 
city or borough and one-half by the township, or by 
the county and township in equal portions, or such 
other proportions as are agreed upon in the joint con
tract of the township with the county. 

(d) Highway, the Centre Line of which is the Dividing 
Line between Townships and Cities 

in an Adjacent County 

Secti9n 2115. Whenever the centre line of any high
way constitutes a dividing line between a township and 
a city lo~ted in an adjacent county, it shall be lawful 
for the township commissioners to enter into a contract, 
with the county in which it js located and with the city, 
providing for the grading, curbing, maeadamizing; or 
paving of the roadway of said highway, the cost there
of to be borne one-half by the city, and one-half by 
the township and the county in which such township 
shall be situated in equal portions. 

The said alteration or improvement shall be con
structed, and subsequent repairs shall be made, under 
the supervision of the proper authorities of the said 
city, in compliance with existing laws governing such 
construction or improvement of such city, and in fur
ther compliance with plans and specifications to be 
agreed upon in writing between such city and the com
missioners of the county and the township commissioners 
of the said township. The cost of repairs shall be borne 
one-half by the city and one-half by the township, or 
by the county and township in equal portions, or such 
other proportions as may be agreed upon by the county 
and township. 

In all cases in which it shall be found impossible to 
enter into such contract or agreement as is provided 
for in this section, or where either the city or the town
ship or the county in which such township is situated 
shall refuse to enter into such contraet or agreement, 
it shall be lawful for the township to present its peti
tion to the court of common pleas of either county, set
ting forth the facts and circumstances, including the 
condition of the highway from which the necessity or 
desirability for the grading, curbing, macadamizing, 
or paving of the roadwl(Y appear!!, and the estimated cost 
thereof, and that the terms of the said contract as pro
vided for in this section cannot be agreed upon by the 
said city and the county or township, or either or any 
of them, or that either such city or the county or town
ship, or any or either of them, refuses to enter into 
such contract. · Such petition may pray that such court 
may, after hearil;rg all the parties concerned, m·ake its 
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order or decree defining the nature and character of 
the improvement reasonably necessary or desirable to 
be made to the roadway, and requiring the parties here
inabove specified to enter into a contract or contracts 
for the making and constructing of the same as herein 
provided for. A copy of the said petition, duly certified, 
shall be served upon the city or the county and township 
concerned, other than the petitioner, with notice ef such 
day as may be fixed by the court for the hearing. There
upon either or both of the parties served with such 
notice shall be entltled, on or before such date, to file 
in the said court its answer to the said petition, setting 
forth its versio.a of the facts or such other matters in 
relation thereto as may be deemed necessary or proper 
by it. The said court, upon the date so fixed or at such 
other time as it may appoint, shall hear the evidence of 
the parties, or it may refer the matter to a master, who 
shall hear the testimony of the parties and report his 
findings, in the same manner and under the same pro
cedure as provided by the rules in equity in similar 
cases, to the said court, which may reject, confirm, or 
modify the same, and may make its decree or order di
recting the making of such alterations or improvements 
to the roadway as may be deemed reasonably necessary 
or desirable and providing for the sharing of the cost 
of such improvements, one-half by the city, and one-half 
by the county and township in equal portions. The 
said order or decree may further provide that the re
pairs to such alterations and improvements subsequently 
required shall be borne one-half by the city and one
half by the county or township in equal portions, or 
such other proportions as between the county and the 
township as such court may find to be legal and proper; 
and thereupon the said grading, curbing, macadamizing, 
or paving of the roadway of such highway shall pro
ceed in accordance with the decree or order of the Raid 
court in the same manner as if the contract or agrel"
ment provided for in this section had been entered inte 
and duly executed. 

(e) Improvement of Street where more than One-Half 
of Width is in Township; Assessment of 

Property outside Limits 
Section 2120. Whenever any street, alley, or high

way, more than one-half the width of which is within 
the limits of any township, shall divide the said town
ship from any other municipality or township located 
within the same county, such street, alley, or highway 
may be improved by the tewnship within which the 
greater width is located in the same manner as if the 
said street, alley, or highway were entirely located wi~
in the limits of said township. 

The property abutting on the side of said street, alley, 
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or highway which is located outside the Hmi:ts of the 
township making such improvements shall, for a depth 
of ooo hundred and fifty feet, plus one-half the width 
of said street, alley, or highway from its centre line, 
be assessed for any and all municipal improvements to 
or on the said street, alley, or highway in the same man
ner as such property would be assessed under this act 
if it were entirely located within the limits of such 
township. 

(f) Assessment of Property outside Limits ef Town
ship for Street Improvements 

Section 2125. Whenever any street or alley, entirely 
with1n the limits of any township, shall divide such 
township from any other municipality or township lo
ca~ed in the same county, the property on the side of 
the street or alley opposite the line of such township 
shall, for a depth of one hundred s.nd fifty feet, be 
assessed for municipal improvements on such streets or 
alleys on which property shall abut. Such assessment 
shall be made in the same manner and in the same pro
ceeding as is used for the assessment of property within 
such township for such improvement. 

(g) Grading, Curbing, Paving, Macadamizing 
Boundary Street, Et Cetera 

Section 2130. Townships may enter into agreements 
with adjoining boroughs for the grading, paving and 
curbing, or macadamizing of streets and alleys which 
may be boundaries between such townships and bor
oughs; and may provide in such contract that the dam
ages, costs, and expenses of such improvement shall be 
divided between such townships and boroughs in pro
portions agreed upon. 

In grading, paving and curbing, or macadamizing 
any such streets or alleys, townships shall exercise such 
power only upon petition of a majority of the property 
owners in interest and number abutting the line of the 
proposed improvement within the township limits, to be 
verified by the affidavit of one of the petitioners; a 
majority in interest of owners o.f undivided interest in 
any piece of property to be treated as one person asking 
that such improvement be made. 

The portion of the damages, costs, and expenses agreed 
to be paid by any township shall be ascertained, and the 
benefits incident thereto shall be assessed and collected, 
in the manner provided in this act for the assessment of 
damages· and benefits by viewers. 
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ARTICLE XXII 

BRIDGES AND VIADUCTS 

(a) As Part of Road, Street, Highway, Lane or Alley. 

Section 2201. Whenever, in the opening, grading, or 
improving of any road, street, highway, lane or a!ley 
in any township, it is necessary to erect or construet any 
bridge and the piers, abutments anP, approaches therll
for, the same may be erected and constructed by the 
township as pa,rt of such road, street, highway, lane or 
alley. In any such erection or construction, the town
ship may take, use, and occupy prival!e property. All 
damages shall be awarded and benefits assessed as part 
of the proceeding to open, grade, or improve the road, 
street, highway, lane or alley of which the bridge is a 
part. 

(b) Over Railroads 
Section 2205. Power to Construct.-Townships may 

build or purchase existing bridges or viaducts over rail
roads, rivers, creeks, streams and private property, or 
over railroads and any of them, or over railroads only, 
whether the bridges or viaducts are wholly or partly 
within the township limits, for the purpose bf uniting 
two or more streets or highways or separate portions of 
the same street or highway. Such bridges and viaducts 
must in all cases cross railroads. Such bridges and via
ducts and the approaches thereto shall be constructed, 
and the damages in connection therewith paid, as pro
vided by the Public Service Company Law. 

Section 2206. Maintenanee.-Such viaduct or bridge 
shall be maintained as a township structure, and the 
township is authorized to contract with any party inter
ested, except the county, for the maintenance of the 
same. 

(c) Over Marshy or Swampy Grounds, Creeks, Rivulets, 
Gullies, Canals and Railroads 

Section 2210. Power to Make and Maintain.-The 
commissioners of townships, in making and repairing 
the roads, shall make and maintain within their town
ship sufficient bridges over all small creeks, rivulets, 
deep gullies, canals, ancl railroads, where the same is 
necessary for the ease and safety of travelers. 

Such bridges over canals or railroads shall not ob
struct the railroad or canal over which it is built. Noth
ing in this section shall release railroad or other c.dm
panies or the Commonwealth from the requirements of 
existing laws. 

Section 2211. Damages.-In the construction and 
maintenance of such bridges, all damages shall be 
awarded and benefits assessed as part of the proceeding 
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to lay out, open, make, or repair the road of which the 
bridge is a part. 

(d) Over Streams, Railroads, and Canals on Township 
Boundaries 

Section 2220. · Bridges on Division Line of Town
ships.-Where a small creek or a railroad or canal, 
over wlaich a. bridge is necessary, is on the boundary 
line of two townsh.ips, the bridge shall be built and 
maintained at the joint and equal expense of the town
ships, by their respective commissioners or supervisors, 
in the manner directed by this act in the case of public 
roads which may be the division Iirie of townships. 

Section 2221. Bridges between Townships and Mu
nicipalities.-Whenever a creek, railroad, or canal, 
over which a bridge is necessary, is on the division line 
of a township and a municipality, the township shall 
unite with such municipality in the construction and 
maintenance of such bridge and pay an equal share of 
the expenses incident thereto. 

Section 2222. Bridges over Railroad or Canal.'-!£ 
a bridge is built over such boundary railroad or canal 
by virtue of the provisions of the · preceding section 
of this act, such bridge shall not obstruct the railroad 
or canal over which it is built. Nothing in said sections 
shall release railroad or other companies or the Com
monwealth from the requirements of existing laws. 

(e) Maintenance, Repair, and Rebuilding of Bridges 
Buirt by County 

Section 2225. Whenever a bridge, or part thereof, 
has been built by the county, or the whole or part of 
the money necessary to build it has been furnished by 
the county, and the bridge has not been entered on 
record as a county bridge, such bridge shall be main
tained, kept in repair, and rebuilt, when necessary, by 
the township or townships in which, or on the boundary 
line of which, it is located, without rendering the county 
liable for the same. 

ARTICLE XXIII 

SIDEWALKS 

Section 2301. Power to Lay Out, Ordain and Estab
lish Grades.-Townships may lay out, ordain and 
establish sidewalks upon any of the roads, streets, lanes 
and alleys of the township and may establish grades 
for such sidewalks, which grades may be separate and 
apart from the grade established for the highway. 

Section 2302. Width.-The width of any sidewalk 
shall be fixed by the township commissioners by ordi
nance. 

Section 2303. Paving and Curbing Sidewalks.-
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Townships may, upon such notice as may be provided 
by ordinance, require owners of property abutting on 
any public road, street, lane or alley, incll!lding State 
and State-aid highways and county roads, to construct, 
pave, curb, repave, and recurb the sidewalks along such 
property with such materials, at such grades and umler 
such regulations as may be prescribed by ordinance, 
and upon failure of such owners to comply with such 
notice, or without notice to the property owners as 
above provided, the townships shall in either case have 
power to cause the same to be done by the township, 
and to levy and collect the cost thereof from such 
owners of property abutting such sidewalk. 

The cost of any such grading, paving, curbing, re
paving and recurbing shall be a lien upon the premises 
from the time of the commencement of the work, which 
date shall be fixed by the township engineer and shall 
be filed with the township secretary. Any such lien 
may be collected by action in assumpsit or by lien filed 
in the manner provided by law for the filing and col
lection of municipal claims. 

The cost of any such paving, curbing, repaving and 
recurbing may, in any case, be borne in whole or in 
part by the township. 

No sidewalks shall be established and constructed 
upon any State highway without the consent of the 
State Department of Highways, or upon any cuunty 
road without the consent of the county commissioners. 

Section 2304. Repair of Sidewalks.-The owner of 
the abutting property shall keep the sidewalk, together 
with any portion of his property paved and used as 
a sidewalk or pnblic walk, immediately in front of his 
property, in good order and repair, and, at all times, 
free and clear of all obstruction to safe and colivenient 
passage, and free of any merchandise placed there for 
display, if the removal thereof is ordered by the town
ship commissioners. If the owner of any property 
neglects to perform the duty so r~quired of him, the 
townshio commissioners may serve written notice upon 
him requiring him to do what is necessary. If such 
property owner fails to comply with the requirements 
of such notice within thirty days from the date of its 
service, , the township commissioners may make the 
necessary repairs or remove any obstruction. The cost 
of the same, together with a penalty of ten per centum, 
shall be paid by the delinquent property owner, and 
may he collected by action of assumpsit, or the town
ship commissioners may file a municipal lien against 
the property. The notice provided for in this section 
may be served on the property owner by leaving the 
same at his place of residence, or if he has no residence 
in the township, then by posting the same on the 
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premises and mailing a copy thereof to the owner at 
his last known address. 

ARTICLE XXIV 
SEWER AND DRAINS 

(a) Establishing and Constructing Sewer and Drainage 
Systems; Sewer Connections and Rates; Disposal 

of Sewage ; Assessment of Cost of Constructio• 

Section 2401. Power to Establish and Construct 
Sewers and Drains; Sewer Rentals.-Townships may 
establish and construct a system of sewers and drain
age, locating the same, as far as practicable, along and 
within the lines of the public roads of the township, 
as seem advisable to the commissioners. The township 
commissioners may permit, and, where necessary for 
the public health, require, adjoining and adjacent 
property owners to connect with and use the same. All 
persons so connecting may be required to pay, in addi
tion to the cost of making Sl'lch connections, a monthly 
or annual rate prescribed by ordinance. Such monthly 
or annual rate shall constitute a lien, until paid, against 
the property so connecting with such system, and the 
amount thereof may be recovered by due process of law. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to repeal 
or modify any of the provisions of the Public Service 
Company Law. 

Section 2402. Location of Sewers on Private Proo
erty.-Where it is reasonably impracticable, in the 
judgment of the commissioners, in any part of such 
system, to carry such sewers or drains along the lines 
of public roads, the commissioners may locate and con
struct so much of the same as is necessary through 
private lands. 

Section 2403. Treatme:at Works and Facilities There
for.-The c.ommiSsioners shall make the necessary pro
visions for the disposition of the sewage and drainage 
within, 0r for carrying the same . beyond, the limits of 
the township; and, to this end, they are hereby author
ized to enter into contracts with other municipalities, 
and other corporations or persons, to purchase, acquire, 
enter upon, take, appropriate, occupy, and use such 
lands, rights, and interests therein, within the corporate 
limits of other townships or boroughs, as shall be neces
sary for the proper location, construction, maintenance, 
use and· operation of sewer mains, drains, or disposal 
plan~, including such lands, rights, and interests there
in as shall be necessary for future additions to and 
enlargements or Sl:lch sewage facilities, and as may 
be neceslilary to carry out Ha.e plans and specifiMtions 
upon which a permit has been issued by the Secretary 
of Health, in accordance with the provisions of the act 
of April twenty-second, one thousand nine hundred and 
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five, entitled "An act to preserve the purity bf the 
waters of the State for the protection of the public 
health,'' and ~f ''The Administrative Code.'' 

Section 2404. Entry on Land~ to Mark Sewer Routes; 
Damages.-In the event of inability to agree with the 
owners, either for the land necessary for so much of 
the line of sewers and drains· as are not located upon 
public roads, or for so much land as is required for 
the disposition of the sewage, the commissioners may 
enter upon said land and mark thereon the route and 
width necessary for the construction of the line of 
sewers or drains, or the boundaries of so much land as 
is necessary for the disposition of such sewage, and 
occupy the said land for such purposes. For all dam
age done or suffered, or which accrues to the owner 
or owners of sueh land, by reason of the taking of the 
same, the funds of the township raised by taxation 
shall be pledged and deemed as security. Such dam
ages shall be determined by viewers in the manner pro
vided in this act for eminent domain proceedings. 

Section 2405. Enforcement of Judgment for Dam
ages.-The damages as awarded when the report of 
viewers is finally confirmed shall be entered as a judg
ment, and, if the same is not paid within thirty days 
after the entry thereof, execution to enforce the collec
tion thereof may be issued, as in other cases of judg
ment against townships. 

Section 2406. Cost of Construction; How Paid.-The 
cost of construction of any system of sewers or drains, 
constructed by the authority of this subdivision of this 
act, may be charged upon the properties accommodated 
or benefited thereby to the extent of such benefits, er 
may be paid for wholly or partially by general taxa
tion. Any amount not legally chargeable upon proper
ties benefited shall be paid out of the general township 
fund. 

Section 2407. Sewer Districts.-Whenever a sewer 
system is constructed by a township for the accomms
dation of a certain portion only of tM township, the 
commissioners of such township may constitute the 
territory accommodated into fl li!ewer district or divide 
it into several sewer districts. In every such case of 
division into several districts, the commissioners shall 
make an estimate of the proportion of the cost of the 
sewer system which ~hould equitably be charged on 
each of said districts, and declare and establish such 
apportionment by ordinance. No district shall be 
charged with more than its due proportion of the cost 
of the main sewers, pumping stations, et cetera, used 
jointly by more than one district. The aggregate 
amount charged on property in any such district shali 
not exceed the amount of such estimate. Where the 
whole t>f the township is accommodat~d by the . system, 
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it may also be treated as a single district or divided 
into districts, and be subject to the foregoing provi
sions. 

Section 2408. Manner of .Assessment.-The charge 
for any such sewer construction in any township shall 
be assessed upon the properties accommodated or bene
fited in either of the followi11.g methods: 

(a) By an assessment, pursuant to township ordi
nance, of each lot or piece of land in proportion to its 
frontage abutting on the sewer, allowing such reduction 
in the case of properties abutting on more than one 
sewer as the ordinance may specify. No assessment by 
frontage shall be made on properties of such a character 
as not to be lawfully subject to such manner of assess
ment, and each abutting property shall be assessed with 
not less than the whole amount of the benefit accruing 
to it and legally assessable. 

(b) By an assessment upon the several properties 
abutting on the sewer in proportion to benefits. The 
amount of the charge on each property shall be ascer
tained as provided in this act for the assessment of 
benefits. 

When a township is divided into sewer districts, the 
assessment in each district may be by different methods. 

Section 2409. Procedure for Assessment of Benefits. 
-In all cases where the township commissioners shall 
select the method provided by subdivision (b) of the 
foregoing SE}ction, they shall petition the court of com
mon pleas for appointment of viewers to assess benefits. 
In all cases where they shall neglect for a period of 
three months after the completion of the sewer system 
to either ordain assessments by frontage or present 
petition for appointment of viewers, taxpayers of the 
tow:m.ship, whose property valuation as assessed for 
taxable purposes within the township shall amount to 
fifty per centum of the total property valuation as 
assessed for taxable purposes within the township, may 
present a petition to the eourt of common pleas of .the 
proper county for the appointment of viewers to assess 
benefits ; and in all cases where such taxpayers shall, 
within three months of the adoption of any ordinance 
levying an assessment under the method provided by 
subseetion (a) of said section, by petition state to said 
court that such assessment insufficiently represents the 
benefits accruing to abutting properties, they may in
clude in such petition a prayer for the appointment 
of viewers to assess benefits. In either case the said 
court shall thereupon appoint three disinterested per
sons from the board of county viewers, neither of whom 
shall be a resident of that portion of the township which 
is accommodated by the sewer in question, and the 
viewers so appointed shall proceed as provided in this 
act for proceedings for the assessment of damages and 
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benefits by viewers. The aggregate of the assessments 
in any sewer district shall not exceed the amount 
charged in such district for its share of the cost of 
the sewer construction, unless the same shall, by peti
tion of taxpayers, whose property valuation as afore
said shall amount to fifty per centum of the total prop
erty valuation as assessed for taxable purposes within 
the township, presented within three months after the 
adoption of an ordinance providing for an assessment 
by frontage, be stated to insufficiently represent the 
amount of benefits to such properties, in which case 
the proceedings by taxpayers authorized above shall be 
applicable. Upon the filing of such a petition, by tax
payers as aforesaid, for appointment of viewers, any 
assessment made by the commissioners and any proceed
ings thereunder shall be null and void. 

Section 2410. Lien for Assessments; Costs of Pro
ceedings.-After the amount of the assessment charged 
upon the several properties has been established, either 
by ordinance making assessments according to frontage 
or by confirmation of any report of viewers in whole 
or in part, it shall be the duty of the township com
missioners to file municipal liens for the assessments 
covered by such ordinanc~ or confirmation within the 
time and in the manner provided by law; the same to 
be subject in all respects to the general law providing 
for the filing and recovery of municipal liens. The 
amounts of all assessments shall be payable to the town
ship treasurer for the use of the township. The com
missioners shall also make out bills for the amounts 
charged against each property, which shall be forth
with sent to all property owners residing in the town
ship, and mailed to all such owners residing elsewhere 
whose address is known. The costs of publication of 
notices in proceedings before viewers shall be paid by 
the township, upon presentation of bills approved by 
the court. · 

(b) Acquisition of Sewer System from Private In
terests; Distribution of Costs 

Section 2415. Any township in which any person, 
firm, or corporation is maintaining sewers and culverts, 
with the necessary inlet and appliances for surface 
and under surface and sewage dra.inage, may become 
the owner of such sewers, culverts, inlet, and appliances 
by paying therefor the actual value of the same at the 
time of the taking by the township. 

In case the commissioners of the township cannot 
agree with the owners of such sewers as to the price to 
be paid therefor, the commissioners may enter upon 
and take possession of such sewers, culverts, inlets and 
appliances. For all damage done or suffered, or which 
accrues to the owner or owners of such sewer by reason 
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of the taking of the same, the funds oi' the township, 
raised by taxation, shall be pledged and deemed as 
security, such damages to be determined by viewers 
in the manner provided by this act for eminent domain 
proceedings. If any sewer or sewer system is acquired 
by purchase under the provisions of this section, the 
cost of such acquisition may be distributed or assessed 
in the same manner as if such sewer or sewer system 
had been constructed by such township under the pro
visions of this act. 

(c) Contracts with Individuals or Corporations for 
Construction and Maintenance of Sewer and 

D.rainage Systems 
Section 2420. In· any case where, under the authority 

of section two thousand four hundred and one of this 
act, a system of sewage and drainage covering any 
township in whole or in part shall have been approved 
and authorized by ordinance, the commissioners may 
enter into a contract with any responsible individual 
or individuals or corporation for the construction of 
such system of sewage or drainage at the expense of 
such individual or individuals or corporation. He, they, 
or it shall be entitled, unde~ such contract, to exercise 
all the powers of the township in the construction, main
tenance, and operation of such system of sewage or 
drainage, with the right to collect such charges in con
nection therewith as the commissioners prescribe, in as 
full manner as the same might have been collected by 
the township or the commissioners. In such contract 
the commissioners shall reserve to the township the 
ri1?ht at any time, or after a prescribed time, to itself 
take possession of such system of sewage and drainage, 
and its appurtenances, at a price and upon terms to 
be fixed in the contract. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to repeal 
or· modify any of the provisions of the Public Service 
Company Law. 

(d) Sewers and Drains in Streets or Alleys or over 
Private Property; Assessment of Cost .of Con

struction According to Benefits 
Section 2425. Townships may construct sewers and 

drains in any street or alJey, or through or on or over 
private property. The costs, damages, and expenses of 
the construc>tion of any such sewers or drains may be 
paid for wholly or partially by general taxation, or may 
be assessed upon the properties accommodated or bene
fited in either of the following m('thods: 

(a) By an assessment, pursuant to township ordi
nance, of each lot or piece of land in proportion to its 
frontage abutting on the sewer, allowing such reduc
tion in the case of properties abutting on more than 
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one sewer as the ordinance may specify. No assessment 
by frontage shall be made on properties of such a 
character as not to be lawfully subject to such manner 
of assessment, and each abutting property shall be 
assessed with not less than its proportion, aforesaid, of 
the entire cost and expense of such construction. 

(b) By an assessment upon the several properties 
abutting on the sewer in proportion to benefits. The 
amount of the charge on which property shall be ascer
tained and the rights of taxpayers conferred in con
nection therewith as provided in this act for the assess
ment of damages and benefits by viewers. 

(e) Sewers under State and County Highways 
Section 2430. Consent Necessary.-Townships may 

construct sewers and drains in and under any county 
or State highway within the township boundaries. In 
case of the construction of sewers upon county high
ways, the consent of the county commissioners of the 
county shall first be obtained; and in case of the con
struction of sewers upon any State highway, the con
sent of the State Department of Highways shall first 
be obtained. 

Section 2431. Assessment of Cost.-Whenever sewers 
have been or shall be laid or constructed by any town
ship in and under such highways, such township may 
ascertain, levy, and collect the costs and expenses of the 
construction thereof from the abutting property holders 
by viewers, in accordance with nrovisions of this act 
relating to the assessment of damages and benefits by 
viewers. 

(f) Connecting with Sewer of Adjoining Municipality 

Section 2435. Connection by Agreement or Petition; 
Appointment of Viewers.-Whenever any township 
shall desire to connect with the existing sewer of any 
adjacent municipality, the two municipalities so joining 
may enter into an agreement for such purposes, or if 
no agreement has been reached between such township 
and the adjacent municipality, then such township shall 
proceed in the following manner: 

An application shall be made by the board of com
missioners to the court of quarter sessions, setting forth 
the desire of the township to connect with the sewer of 
the municipality. If the court shal1 be of the opinion 
that such eonnection can be made without impairing the 
usefulness of the existing sewer, it shall appoint three 
viewers, who shall view the premises, and investigate 
the facts of the case, and shall, in the manner provided 
by this act for such proceedings, assess the proportionate 
part of the expense of building the original sewer upon 
the petitioning township, and shall fix the proportion 
of the expense for :repairs which the municipality and 
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such township shall thereafter bear and determine all 
other questiom which are likely to arise in connection 
therewith. 

Section 2436. Notice of Contemplated Construction; 
Protests by Property Owners.-No sewer, system of 
sewers, or drains shall be constructed under the pro
visions of this subdivision, unless a resolution of the 
board of commissioners authorizing the same shall be 
published in a newspaper of general circulation pub
lished in the county in which the township is situated 
once a week for three successive weeks. If within twenty 
days after the last publication, or at any time during 
the period of publication, taxpayers of the township, 
whose property valuation within the township shall 
amount to fifty per centum of the total property valua
tion as assessed for taxable purposes within the town
ship, shall sign, and file in the office of the prothonotary 
of the court of common pleas of the county in which 
the township is located, a written protest against the 
construction of such sewer, sewer system, or drain, then 
the construction authorized by such resolution shall not 
be undertaken or proceeded with. 

(g) Joint Sewers and Drains 
Section 2440. Agreements for Joint Sewers.-Town

ships may enter into agreements with municipalities or 
other townships for the purpose of building sewers, in
cluding trunk-line sewers or drains and sewage-disposal 
plants. Such agreement shall provide for the joint 
maintenance of the same. 

Section 2441. State Permit.-No such sewer or 
plant shall be constructed until plans and specifications 
have been submitted to the State Department of Health 
and approved in accordance with provisions of the act 
of April twenty-second, one thousand nine hundred and 
five (page, two hundred and sixty), entitled "An act 
to preserve the purity of the waters of the State for 
the protection of the Public Health." 

ARTICLE XXV 

COLLECTION BY INSTALMENT OF THE C08T OF STREET, 

CURB, SIDEWALK, AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS 

Section 2501. Ordinances for Instalment Payments. 
-When any township shall authorize the grading, sub
grading, «?r the permanent paving and improvement of 
any streets or alleys, or parts thereof, or the construc
tion of curbs, sidewalks, or sewers, and the entire cost, 
or any part thereof, shall be assessed against the prop
erties abutting on such improvement, whether by the 
foot front rule or according to benefits, the board of 
com.missioners may provide in the ordinance that the 



SESSION OF 1931. 

assessment or any of them may be paid in semiannual 
or annual instalments. Such instalments shall bear in
terests, at a rate not exceeding six per centum, to be 
fixed by the board of commissioners in the ordinance, 
from the date of the commencement of the work or the 
construction of such improvement. 
· Section 2502. Issue of Bonds.-In order to provide 

for the payment of the cost and expenses of such im
provement, the board of commissioners may, from time 
to time, issue bonds, in sums equal to the amount of as
sessments. The bonds shall bear the name of the street 
or alley to be improved, or the curbs, sidewalks, or 
sewer to be constructed ; and shall be payable at periods 
not exceeding ten years from the date of their issue, 
to be provided in the ordinance qirecting the improve
ment. 

Section 2503. Sale of Bonds; Interest.-The bonds 
shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding six per centum 
per annum, payable semiannually or annually, as the 
ordinance shall direct; and shall be negotiated at not 
less than par, and the proceeds thereof applied solely 
to the payment of such improvement. 

Section 2504. Entry of Liens.-Liens to secure the 
assessments, or any part thereof, remaining due shall 
be entered in the prothonotary's office of the county, in 
the same form and collected in the same manner as 
municipal claims are filed and collected. 

Section 2505. Assessments, Where Payable.-Such 
assessments shall be payable at the office of the town
ship treasurer, or such other place as the ordinance 
shall provide, in semiannual or annual instalments; with 
interest at the rate provided from the date from which 
interest is computed on the amount of the assessments. 
The moneys so received by the township shall be ap
plied to the payment of such bonds exclusively. 

Section 2506. Default in Payment of Instalment.
In case of default in the payment of any instalment and 
interest for a period of sixty days after the same shall 
become due, the entire assessment and accrued interest 
shall become due, and the township solicitor shall pro
ceed to collect the same under the general laws relating 
to_ the collection of municipal claims. 

Section 2507. Payments in Full; Subdivisions of 
Property.-Any owner of property against whom any 
such assessment has been made may pay the same in 
full, at any time, with interest thereon to the next semi
annual or annual payment, and such payment shall dis
charge the lien. If any owner shall subdivide any prop
erty after the lien attaches, he may, in like manner, dis
charge the same upon any subdivided portion thereof 
by paying the amount for which such part would be 
liable. 
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ARTICLE XXVI 

REVOLVING FUND FOR STREET AND SEWER !MJ?ROVEMENTS 

Section 2601. Special Tax.-The several townships 
are hereby empowered to levy and collect annually a 
tax upon all property, taxable for township purposes, 
not to exceed five mills on the dollar in any one year, 
for the purpose of creating and maintaining- a revolving 
fund, to be useg by such township in making permanent 
street, sidewalk, or sewer improvements, and to pay 
contract prices for permanent street, sidewalk, or sewer 
improvements, prior to the collection of the cost and 
expense, or any part thereof, from the property owners 
adjoining or abutting thereon by such townships under 
existing laws. 

Section 2602. Repayments into Revolving Fund.
When the cost and expense, or any part thereof, of the 
construction of any permanent street, sidewalk, or 
sewer improvement, which has been made under exist.. 
ing laws, and which has been aided in its construction 
from the said revolving fund hereby provided for, shall 
have been assessed and collected from the owners of the 
property adjoining or abutting upon such improvement, 
it shall be applied to the credit of the said revolving 
fund, to the extent of the withdrawal therefrom for 
such purpose. 

ARTICLE XXVII 

WATER SUPPLY AND WATERWORKS 

(a) Acquisition, Construction and Maintenance 
Section 2701. Contract with Water Companies anq 

Municipality.-Townships may contract with any ad
joining municipality, owning a waterworks system, or 
with a private company, for a supply of water for pub
lic and private uses to be delivered into the lines of the 
township at or near or within the boundaries thereof. 

This section does not authorize a contract between a 
township and a municipality, or a private company, 
for the supply of water in territory being supplied by 
any other private company. 

Section 2702. State Permit.-A township making 
such contract may, by ordinance, provide and regulate 
and protect a system of distribution of the water, after 
a certified copy of the plans and surveys for such sys
tem, with a description of the sources from which it is 
proposed to derive the supply, are filed in the Depart
ment of Health, and a written permit for the construc
tion of such system obtained from the Secretary of 
Health in accordance with existing law. 

Section 2703. Occupation of Highways.-In provid
ing for, regulating, and protecting and extending its 
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system of distribution of water, the township may oc
cupy public highways, and may take, injure or destroy 
private property. No highway under the jurisdiction 
of the State Department of Highways shall be occupied 
until a permit therefor has been obtained from the State 
Department of Highways. Property belonging to or 
used as a cemetery or a place of public worship, or any 
public or parochial school, or other educational or 
charitable institution or seminary, shall not be taken, 
injured or destroyed by virtue of this act. 

Section 2704. Property Damages; Bond by Town
ship.-If the compensation and damages arising from 
such taking, injury or destruction 0£ private property 
cannot be agreed upon, the township may tender its 
bond as security to the party claiming or entitled to 
any damages, or to the attorney or agent of any absent 
person, or to the agent or other officer of a corporation, 
or to the guardian or committee of any person under 
legal incapacity. The condition of the bond shall be 
that the township shall pay or cause to be paid such 
amount of damages as the party shall be entitled to re
ceive after the same shall have been agreed upon or 
assessed in the manner provided in the following sec
tions of this article. 

In case the party or parties claiming damages refuse 
or do not accept the security so tendered, the township 
shall give the party, his or their agent, attorney, guard
ian, or committee, as least ten days' written notice of 
the time when the same will be presented to the court 
of common pleas for approval. · 

Thereafter the township may present its bond to the 
court, and when approved, the bond shall be filed in 
court for the benefit of those interested. Recovery may 
be had thereon for the amount of damages finally de
termined, if the same is not paid or cannot be collected 
by execution on the judgment in the issue formed to 
try the question. Upon the approval of such security, 
the township may enter into possession. 

Section 2705. Appointment of Viewers.-In case the 
compensation for damages accruing from such taking, 
injury or destruction has not been agreed upon by par
ties in interest, the court of common pleas, or any law 
judge thereof in vacation, on application thereto by 
the township or any person interested in the property, 
shall appoint three members of the board of viewers 
of the county who shall assess the damages, as provided 
in this act for eminent domain proceedings. 

(b) Construction, Acquisition, and Maintenance of 
Waterworks in Connection with Boroughs 

Section 2710. Joint Maintenance of Works with a 
Borough . .,-Any township may unite with a borough iD 
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the construction or acquisition and maintenance of 
works for the supply of water. 

Section 2711. State Permits.-The construction of 
waterworks, as provided for in the preceding section, 
shall be after plans for such waterworks have been filed 
with the Secretary of Health and a permit issued, and 
after a permit has been issued by the W a:ter and Power 
Resources Board for the construction of any dam, in 
accordance with existing law. 

Section 2712. Commission of W aterworks.-When
ever any township unites with a borough in the con
struction or acquisition and maintenance of waterworks, 
the commissioners of such township, after the passage 
of an ordinance or resolution to that effect, may join 
with the councils of such boroughs, now authorized by 
section two thousand four hundred and sixty-two of the 
General Borough .Act, approved the fourth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven, (Pam
phlet Laws, five hundred nineteen)_, so to join and ap
ply to the court of common pleas for the appointment 
of a commission of waterworks. Such commission shall 
be composed of citizens of each of the boroughs and 
townships so uniting. 

ARTICLE XXVIII 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS 

Section 2801. Town Hall.-The comm1ss1oners of 
townships may procure a suitable lot of ground, and/or 
erect a ·suitable building thereon for a townhouse in 
which to hold elections, store road machinery, hold meet
ings of township officers, and for other township uses. 
For the purpose of procuring a lot of ground and erect
ing a town hall, the commissioners may borrow money 
at a rate of interest not exceeding six per centum and 
issue bonds therefor. 

Section 2802. Unloading and Warehouses.-The 
commissioners may purchase or lease land adjacent to 
the tracks or right of way of any railroad or street 
railway, within or without the limits of such township, 
and erect thereon suitable unloaders, warehouses, or 
other buildings as may be necessary for unloading, 
handling, and storing road materiafa and supplies. 

Section 2803. .Appropriation of Property.-Town
ships may enter upon and appropriate private property 
and also land heretofore granted or dedicated to publie 
or other use within the limits of such township, and 
which is no longer used for the purpose for which the 
same was granted or dedicated, for the erection thereon 
of a town hall, fire house, lockup, and such other public 
buildings as are necessary for public purposes. 

No land or property used for any cemetery, burying 
ground, public (ll' parochial school, educational or 
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charitable institution, seminary, or place of public wor
ship shall be taken or appropriated by virtue of any 
power contained in the preceding section. 

Section 2804. Ordinance of Commissioners.-When
ever the commissioners desire to acquire, enter upon, 
take, use, and appropriate private property or lands for 
public buildings, they shall declare such intention by 
an ordinance duly enacted. 

Section 2805. Assessment of Damages.-The compen
sation and damages arising from such taking, using, 
and appropriating of private property for such pur
poses shall be considered, ascertained, determined, 
awarded, and paid in the manner provided in this act 
for eminent domain proceedings. 

Section 2806. Use of Public Lands Acquired for 
other Purposes.-Whenever the commissioners desire to 
take any lands heretofore granted or dedicated to a 
use or purpose for which they are no longer used, they 
shall pass an ordinance declaring such intention, and 
shall thereupon petition the court of common pleas for 
leave to file the bond of such township for the purpose 
of securing any person or persons who may be injured 
by the taking of such lands. The court shall thereupon 
direct notice to be given by publication in at least two 
newspapers of the county. If no exceptions are filed 
to the bond on or before the day fixed in the notice, 
the court shall approve the same. The court may in
crease the amount of the bond, and hear and determine 
all exceptions that are filed against the approval thereof. 
Upon the approval of such bond, the commissioners may 
enter upon and take such lands for the purposes of 
erecting public buildings. The bond, which shall be 
in the name of the Commonwealth, for the use of any 
person or persons who are entitled to damages by rea
son of the taking of the lands, shall remain on file for 
their use and benefit. In case tlie compensation for 
damages accruing from any such appropriation has not 
h!3en agreed upon by the parties in interest, the same 
may be assessed by viewers in accordance with the pro
visions of this act for the assessment of damages in 
eminent domain proceedings. 

ARTICLE XXIX 

LICENSES AND LICENSE FEES 

(a) Transient Ret~il Merchants 
Section 2901. Every township shall have power, by 

ordinance, to regulate and license each and every tran
sient retail business, within such township, for the sale 
of goods, wares and/or merchandise, and to prohibit 
the commencement or doing of any such business until 
or unless the license required by such ordinance has 
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been procured fro,m. the proper authorities by the per
son, firm, or corporation desiring to commence such 
transient retail business; and to enforce such ordinances 
by penalties, not exceeding three hundred dollars, and/or 
by other appropriate means. The amount of any such 
license shall not exceed two hundred dollars for each 
month, or fractional part thereof, during which any 
such sale is continued. 

Nothing contained in this section shall be construed 
to apply to farmers selling their own produce, or to the 
sale of goods, wares, and merchandise, donated by the 
owners thereof, the proceeds whereof are to be applied 
to any charitable or philanthropic purpose. 

(b 2 Restrictions 
Section 2910. Agents for Licensed Dealers not to be 

Licensed.-It shall be unlawful for any township to 
levy any license fee or mercantile tax upon any persons 
taking orders for merchandise, by sample, from dealers 
or merchants for individuals or companies who pay a 
license or mercantile tax at their chief places of busi
ness. Nothing in this section shall authorize any person 
to sell by retail to other than dealers or merchants. 

Section 2911. Insurance Agents and Brokers not to 
be Licensed.-It shall be unlawful for any township to 
impose or collect any license fee upon insurance com
panies, or their agents, or insurance brokers, authorized 
to transact business under the Insurance Laws of this 
Commonwealth. 

Section 2912. License Fees on Residen1"8 not to Ex
ceed those on Nonresidents.-It shall }>{, unlawful for 
any township to impose by ordinance, or exact or col
lect under the provisions of any ordinance heretofore 
or hereafter enacted, any license tax or fee upon or 
from any manufacturer, or the agent, representative, 
or employe of any manufacturer, who fo a resident of 
the Commonwealth, for soliciting orders for or for sell
ing any goods, merchandise, or wares manufactured 
within this Commonwealth that is not or cannot legally 
be imposed upon or exacted or collected from any manu
facturer or dealer, or the agent, representative, or em
ploye of any manufacturer, who is a nonresident of the 
Commonwealth, for soliciting orders for or for selling 
any goods, merchandise, or wares manufactured without 
the Commonwealth. 

ARTicLE .XXX 

PARKS, RECREATION CENTERS, SHADE TREES 

AND FORESTS 

(a) Public Parks, Playgrounds, and Recreation Centers 
Section 3001. Right of Acquisition.-Townships may 
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dedicate and set apart lands not dedicated to other pub
lic uses or purposes, and may enter upon, appropriate, 
and acquire, by gift, devise, purchase, lease, or other
wise, private property, for the purpose of making, en
larging, and maintaining public parks, parkways, play
grounds, playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming 
pools, or indoor recreation centers, and may borrow 
money and issue bonds for such purpose. The provi
sions of this section shall not authorize the appropria
tion of private property outside the township limits, 
nor the appropriation of any property belonging to 
or used as a cemetery or place of public worship, or any 
public or parochial school, or other educational or 
charitable institution or seminary. 

Section 3002. Limitation of Expenditures.-No ap
propriation, purchase, or lease shall be made, pursuant 
to the preceding section of this article, whereby any 
township shall obligate itself to raise, by taxation in the 
aggregate, any sum exceeding one-half mill annually 
on the dollar on the assessed valuation of all property, 
offices, professions, and persons in tlie township, with
out the consent of a majority of the electors obtained 
as hereinafter provided. Such limitation of obligation 
shall only apply to funds which it is necessary to raise 
by taxation, and not to funds unappropriated which 
may, at the time of the lease or purchase, be in the 
township treasury, either derived from taxes in previous 
years, or from gifts or donations. 

Section 3003. Submission of Question to Voters.
Whenever any township shall, by ordinance, provide 
for the appropriation, purchase, or leasing of private 
property, for the purposes aforesaid, and the amount 
required by taxation in any year shall exceed one-half 
mill on the dollar of valuation, as provided in the pre
ceding section, the township commissioners shall cause 
the question of such appropriation, purchase, or leas
ing to be submitted to the electors of the township a_t 
the municipal or general election next occurring after 
the expiration of ninety days from the date of such 
ordinance. 

Section 3004. Notice of Election.-The township com
missioners shall give notice of the proposed submission 
of such question by weekly advertisements, in not more 
than three newspapers of general circulation in the 
township, for a period of three weeks immediately pre
ceding the day of election. 

Section 3005. Form of Ballot.-For the purpose of 
having such question appear upon the ballot, the town
ship commissioners shall certify the quest~on to the 
county commissioners at least twenty-one days before 
the day of the election. The question may be stated 
substantially as follows: 

Shall the township of .......... acquire by purchase 
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or condemnation, or both, at a price not exceeding ..... . 
. . . . dollars (or by lease for not more than ...... years, 
at an annual rental of not more than ........ dollars) 
property, for the purpose of making (or. of enlarging) 
public parks, parkways, playgrounds, playfields, gym
nasiums, public baths, swimming pools, or indoor recrea-
tion centers, within the locality bounded by ........ . 

The board of commissioners may, at their discretion, 
omit the designation of the locality. 

Section 3006. Result of Election ; Resubmission of 
Question Limited.-The result of the vote on such ques
tion shall be ascertained and certified in the same man
ner as the vote on the election of officers of the town
ship. No such question, determined negatively by the 
voters, shall be again submitted until one municipal or 
general election shall intervene. 

Section 3007. Liability of Township for Property 
Taken.-The appropriation of private property for the 
purpose of making, enlarging, and maintaining public 
parks, parkways, and playgrounds is declared to be the 
taking of private property for public use, and for all 
damage suffered by the owners of any property so taken 
the funds of the township raised by taxation shall be 
pledged as security. 

Section 3008. Appointment of Viewers.-Whenever 
any township appropriates private property under the 
provisions of this article, and is unable to agree with 
the owners or lessees for the amount of compensation, 
or whenever, by reason of the absence or legal inca
pacity of any owner or lessee, no such compensation 
can be agreed upon, the courts of common pleas, or any 
law judge thereof in vacation, on application thereto 
by the township or any person interested, shall appoint 
three viewers £rom the county board of viewers, who 
shall proceed to assess the damages as provided in this 
act for eminent domain proceedings. 

Section 3009. Power to Maintain Park and Recrea
tion Boards.-Townships may improve, maintain, and 
regulate public parks, parkways, playgrounds, playfields, 
gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, and indoor 
recreation centers. 

The authority to supervise and maintain parks, play
grounds, playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swim
ming pools, or indoor recreation centers may be vested 
in any existing body or board or in a park board or 
recreation board, as the township commissioners may 
determine. The local authorities of any such township 
may equip, operate and maintain the parks, playgrounds, 
playfields, gymnasium&, swimming pools, public baths 
or indoor recreation centers as authorized by this act. 
Such local authorities may, for the purpose o:E carrying 
out the provisions of this act, employ play l~~aders, re-
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creation directors, supervisors, superintendents, or any 
other officers or employes as they deem proper. 

Section 3010. Park -0r Recreation Boards; Appoint
ment and Personnel Of.-lf the township commis
sioners shall determine that the power to equip, operate, 
and maintain parks, playgrounds, playfields, gym
nasiums, public baths, swimming pools, or recreation 
centers shall be exercised by a park board or recrea
tion board, they may establish, in said township, such 
park board, or recreation board, which shall possess all 
the powers, and be subject to all the responsibilities of 
the respective local authorities under this act. Such 
boards, when established, shall consist of five persons. 
The members of such boards shall be appointed by the 
commissioners of such township, and shall serve for terms 
of five years or until their successors are appointed, 
except that the members of such board first appointed 
shall be appointed for such terms that the term of one 
member shall expire annually thereafter. Members of 
such board shall serve without pay. Women shall be 
eligible for appointment. Vacancies hi such board, 
occurring otherwise than by expiration of term, shall 
be for the unexpired term, and shall be filled in the 
same manner as original appointments. 

Section 3011. Organization of Boards.-The members 
of a park board or recreation board, ~stablished pur
suant to this act, shall elect their own chairman and 
secretary and select all other necessary officers, to serve 
for a period -0f one year, and may employ such persons 
as may be needed as authorized by this act. Such 
boards shall have power to adopt rules and regulations 
for the conduct of all business within their jurisdiction. 

Section 3012. Expenses of Operation and Mainte
nance.-All expenses incurred in the operation of such 
parks, playgrounds, playfields, gymnasiums, swimming 
pools, public baths, and indoor recreation centers, estab
lished as herein provided, shall be payable from the 
treasury of such township. The township commis
sioners may cause to be raised by special taxation such 
tax, not to exceed two mills on the dollar -0f the assessed 
valuation of taxable property in such township, for the 
purpose of maintaining and operating parks, play
grounds, playfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swim
ming pools, and recreation centers. 

Section 3013. Joint Acquisition and Maintenance of 
Public Parks, Playgrounds, Recreation Centers, Et 
Cetera.-Townships may, jointly_ with cities, counties, 
boroughs, other townships of either class, or any com
bination or number of iuch units, acquire property for, 
operate and maintain, any· parks, playgrounds, play
fields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, or 
indoor recreation centers. -
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(b) Shade Tree Commission 
Section 3020. Right of Establishment-Townships 

may establish a commission to be known as the Shade 
Tree Commission of such township. 

Section 3021. Personnel of Commission; Appoint
ment; Terms; Vacancies.-The commission shall be com
posed of three freeholders of th@ township, who shall 
be appointed by the township commissioners and shall 
serve without compensation. 

Whenever a shade tree commission is established by 
any township, the township commissioners shall appoint 
three freeholders-one for a term of three years, one 
for a term of four years, and one for a term of five 
years. 

On the expiration of the term of any shade tree com
missioner, a successor shall be appointed by the town
ship commissioners, to serve for a term of five years. 

Vacancies in the office of shade tree commissioner 
shall be filled by the township commissioners for the 
unexpired term. 

Section 3022. Acceptance of Provisions of Act.
Whenever, in any township, there exists a commission 
for the care of public parks, the township commissioners 
may, by a majority vote, accept the provisions of this 
act so far as they relate to the subject of the shade 
tree commission, and thereafter the park commission 
shall have all the powers and be subject to all the duties 
prescrihed by this article for the shade tree commission. 

Section 3023. General Powers of Commission.-The 
commission shall have exclusive custody and control of 
the shade trees in the township, and is authorized to 
plant, remove, maintain, and protect shade trees on the 
public highways in the township. 

Section 3024. Hiring of Employes; Legislative Power 
of Commission.-The commission may, with the ap
proval of the township commissioners, employ and pay 
such superintendents, engineers, foresters, tree wardens, 
or other assistants, as the proper performance of the 
duties devolving upon it shall require, and may make, 
publish and enforce regulations for the care and pro
tection of the shade trees of the township. No such 
regulation shall be in force until it has been approved 
by the township commissioners, and until it has been 
puhlished at least twice in one or two newspapers of 
general circulation in the township. 

Section 3025. Report of Commission.-The shade tree 
commission shall annually report in full, to the town
ship commissioners, its transactions and expenses for the 
last fiscal year of the township. The park commission, 
in townships accepting this article, may incorporate 
such transactions and expenses in its regular report 
to the township commissioners. 

Section 3026. Notice of Commission's Activities; 
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Planting or Removal of Shade Trees.-Whenever any 
shade tree commission or park commission, in townships 
accepting these provisions, proposes to plant, transplant, 
or remove shade trees on any highway, notice of the 
time and place of meeting, at which such work is to be 
considered, shall be given in one or more newspapers 
of general circulation in the township, once a week for 
two weeks, immediately preceding the time of the 
meeting. The notice shall specify in detail the high
ways, or portions thereof, upon which trees are pro
posed to be so planted, replanted, or removed. 

Section 3027. Landholders Liability for Costs.-The 
cost of planting, transplanting, or removing any shade 
trees in the highways of the township, of the necessary 
and suitable guards, curbing, or grading for the protec
tion thereof, and of the replacing of any pavement or 
sidewalk necessarily disturbed in the execution of such 
work, shall be paid by the owner of the real estate in 
front of whose property the work is done. 

The amount each freeholder is to pay shall be ascer
tained and certified by the commission to the township 
commissioners and to the township treasurer. 

Section 3028. Notice to and Collection of Costs from 
Property Holders.-Upon the filing of the certificate 
with the township commissioners, the township secre
tary shall cause thirty days' written notice to be given 
to the persons against whose property an assessment has 
been made. The notice shall state the amount of the 
assessment and the time and place of payment, and shall 
be accompanied by a copy of the certificate. 

The amount assessed against the real estate shall be 
a lien from the time of the filing of the certificate with 
the township commissioners, and, if not paid within the 
time designated in the notice, a claim may be filed and 
collected by the township in the same manner as munic
ipal claims are filed and collected. 

Section 3029. Procedure Costs Paid by Township; 
Funds For.-The cost and expenses of caring for such 
trees after having been planted, and the expense of 
publishing the notice provided in the preceding section, 
sha n be paid by the township. 

The needed amount shall each year be certified by 
the shade tree commissioners to the township commis
sioners, and shall be drawn against as required by the 
commission, in the same manner as money appropriated 
for township purposes. 

The township commissioners, instead of levying the 
tax authorized under the general tax levying powers of 
this act, may provide for the expense of caring for 
trees already planted and of publishing the notice re
quired by the preceding section, by appropriations 
equal to the amount certified to be required by the 
shade tree commission. 
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Section 3030. Penalties.-The commission. may assess 
penalties for the violation of its regulations, and of this 
article so far as it relates to shade trees. Any penalty 
so assessed shall be a lien upon the real estate of the 
offender, and may be collected as municipal claims are 
collected. 

Section 3031. Disposition of Penalties.-All penalties 
or assessments imposed under this article shall be paid 
to the township treasurer, to be placed to the credit of 
the shade tree commission, subject to be drawn upon 
by the commission for the purpo~es of the preceding 
sections. 

(c) Forests 
Section 3040. Right of Acquisition of Forest Lands. 

-Townships may acquire, by purchase, gift, or lease, 
and hold tracts of land covered with forest or tree 
growth, or suitable for the growth of trees, and admin
ister the same under the direction of the Secretary of 
Forests and Waters, in accordance with the practices 
and principles of scientific forestry, for the benefit of 
the township. Such tracts may be of any size suitable 
for the purpose, and may be located within or without 
the township limits. 

Section 3041. Approval of Secretary of Forests and 
Waters.-Before the passage of any ordinance for the 
acquisition of land to be used as township forests, the 
township commissioners shall submit to the Secretary 
of Forests and Waters, and secure his approval of, the 
area and location of such land. 

Section 3042. Ordinance and Notice.-,\Thenever the 
township commissioners deem it expedient to acquire 
any lands for forests, they shall so declare in an ordi
nance, wherein shall be set forth all facts and condi
tions relating to the proposed action, which proposed 
ordinance shall be advertised once a week for three 
weeks prior to its passage. 

Section 3043. Appropriation for Acquisition.-All 
money necessary. for the purchase of such tracts ·shall 
be appropriated in the same manner as appropriations 
for township purposes, and such funds may be provided 
from the current revenue or by the proceeds of a sale 
of bonds in accordance with existing law. · ... 

Section 3044. Control of Forests by Secretary_ of 
Forests and Waters.-Upon the acquisition of any 
forests or lands suitable for forests, the township com
missioners shall notify the Secretary of Forests and 
Waters, who shall make such rules for the government 
and proper administration of the same as may be neoo~ 
sary; and the secretary shall publish such rules, dee fare 
the uses of the forest in accordance with the intent of 
this article, and make such provision for its adminis
tration, maintenance, protection, and development as 
shall be necessary or expedient. The rules governing 
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the administration of such forests shall have for their 
main purpose the producing of a continuing township 
revenue by the sale of forest products. 

Section 3045. Appropriation for Maintenance.-All 
moneys necessary to be expended for the administra
tion, maintenance, protection, and development of such 
forests shall be appropriated and applied as is now done 
for township purposes. All revenue and emoluments 
arising from such forests shall be paid into the town
ship treasury, to be used for general township purposes. 

Section 3046. Use of Township Forests as Outing 
Grounds.--Township forests may be used by the public 
as general outing or recreation grounds, subject to the 
rules governing their administration. 

Section 3047. Disposition of Township Forests; Pro
cedure; Ordinance; Submission of Question.-When
ever the township commissioners deem it expedient to 
alienate any forest, or part thereof, they shall so de
clare in an ordinance, wherein shall be set forth all 
the facts and conditions relating to the proposed action, 
which proposed ordinance shall be advertised once a 
week for three weeks prior to its passage. No ordinance 
shall be effective in legalizing such alienation until it 
has been approved by a majority vote of the people at 
the next ensuing election. 

Section 3048. Appropriation of Moneys to Forestry 
Organizations.-The commissioners of any township 
may appropt'iate moneys from their respective treas
uries to any forest protection association, cooperating 
in forest work with the State Department of Forests 
and Waters, or to be expended in direct cooperation 
with said Department of Forests and Waters in forest 
work. 

ARTICLE XXXI 

ZONING 

Section 3101. Grant of Power.-For the purpose of 
promoting health, safety, morals, or the general welfare 
of townships, the boards of township commissioners are 
hereby empowered to regulate and restrict the height, 
number of stories, and size of buildings and other 
structures, and percentage of lot that may be oceupied, 
the . size of yards, courts, and other open spaces, the 
density of population and the location and use of build
ing, structures, and land for trade, industry, residence, 
or other purpose; and may also establish and main
tain building lines and set back building lines upon 
any or all public streets, roads, highways, lanes and 
aileys. 

Section 3102. Districts.-For any or all said pur
poses, the board of township commissioners may divide 
the township into districts of such number, shape. and 

\..· 

1329 



1330 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

area as may be deemed best suited to carry out the 
purpose of this act; and, within such distrfots, it may 
regulate and restrict the erection, construction, recon
struction, alteration, repair, or use of buildings, struc
tures, or land. All such regulations shall he uniform 
for each class or kind of buildings throughout each 
district, but the regulations in one district may differ 
from those in another district. 

Section 3103. Purpose in View.-Such regulations 
shall be made in accordance with. a comprehensive plan, 
and designed to lessen congestion in the streets, to 
secure safety from fire, panic, and other dangers, to pro
mote health and the general welfare, to provide ade
quate light and air and to prevent the overcrowding 
of land, to avoid undue concentration of population,. 
to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, 
water, sewerage, schools, parks, and other public require
ments. Such regulations shall be made with reasonable 
consideration, among other things, to the character of 
the district and its peculiar suitability for particular 
uses, and with a view to conserving the value of build
ings and encouraging the most appropriate use of land 
throughout such township. 

Section 3104. Methods of Procedure.-'rhe board of 
township commissioners of such township shall provide, 
by ordinance, the manner in which such regulations and 
restrictions and the boundaries of such districts shall 
be determined, established, and enforced, a1fd, from time 
to time, amended, supplemented, or changed. However, 
no such regulation, restriction, or boundary shall be
come effective until after a public hearing, in relation 
thereto, at which parties in interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to be heard. At least fifteen days' 
notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be pub
lished in an official paper or a paper of general circula
tion in such township of the first class. 

Section 3105. Changes.-Such regulations, restric
tions, and boundaries may, from time to time, be 
amended, supplemented, changed, modified, or repealed. 
In case, however, of a protest against such change, 
signed by the owners of twenty per centum or more, 
either of the.area of the lots included in such proposed 
change, or of those immediately adjacent in the rear 
thereof extending one hundred feet therefrom, or of 
those directly opposite thereto extending one hundred 
feet from the street frontage of such opposite lots, such 
amendment shall not become effective except by the 
favorable vote of three-fourths of all the members of 
the board of township commissioners of such township. 
The provisions of the previous section relative to public 
hearings and official notice shall apply equally to all 
changes or amendments. 

Section 3106. Zoning Commission.-In order to avail 
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itself of the powers conferred by this article, the board 
of township commissioners shall appoint a commission 
of five citizens, to be known as the Zoning Commission, 
to recommend the bouncj.aries of the various original 
districts and appropriate regulations to be enforced 
therein. Such commission shall make a preliminary re
port and hold public hearings thereon before submitting 
its final report; and such board of township commis
sioners shall not hold its public hearings or take action 
until it has received the final report of such commis
sion. 

Section 3107. Board of .Adjustment.-Such board of 
township commissioners may appoint a board of adjust
ment, and, in the regulations and restrictions adopted 
pursuant to the authority of this article, may provide 
that said board of adjustment may, in appropriate cases 
and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards, 
make special exceptions to the terms of the ordinance 
in harmony with its general purpose and intent and in 
accordance with general or specific rules therein con
tained. 

The board of adjustment shall consist of three mem
bers, one of whom shall be designated to serve until the 
first day of January following the adoption of the zon
ing ordinance, one until the first day of the second 
January thereafter, and one until the first day of the 
third January thereafter. Their successors shall be ap
pointed on the expiration of their respective terms, to 
serve three years. The members of the board shall be 
removable for cause, by the appointing authority, upon 
written charges and after public hearing; Vacancies 
shall be filled for the unexpired term of any member 
whose term becomes vacant. 

The board shall adopt rules in accordance with the 
provisions of any ordinance adopted pursuant to this act. 
Meetings of the board shall be held at the call of the 
chairman, and at such other times as the board may de
termine. Such chairman or, in his absence, the acting 
chairman may administer oaths, and compel the attend
ance of witnesses. .All meetings of the board shall be 
open to the public. The board shall keep minutes of its 
proceedings, showing the vote of each member upon each 
question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such 
fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and 
other official actions, all of which shall be immediately 
filed in the office of the board and shall be a public rec
ord. 

Appeals to the board of adjustment may be taken 
by any person aggrieved, or by any officer, department, 
board, or bureau of the township affected by any deci
sion of the administrative officer. Such appeal shall 
be taken within a reasonable time, as provided by the 
rules of the board, by filing with the officer from whom 
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the appeal is taken, and with the board of adjustment, 
a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. The 
officer from whom the appeal is taken shall forthwith 
transmit to the board all the papers constituting the 
record upon which the action appealed from was taken. 

An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance of 
the action appealed from, unless the officer from whom 
the appeal is taken certifies to the board of adjustment, 
after the notice of appeal shall have been filed with 
him, that, by reason of facts stated in the certificate, 
a stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to 
life and property. In such case proceedings shall not 
be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order, which 
may be granted by the board of adjustment, or by a 
court of record on application, on notice to the officer 
from whom the appeal is taken, and due cause shown. 

The board of adjustment shall fix a reasonable time 
for the hearing of the appeal, give public notice thereof, 
as well as due notice to the parties in interest, and de
cide the same within a reasonable time. Upon the 
hearing, any party may appear in person, or by agent 
or by attorney. 

The board of adjustment shall have the following 
powers: 

(1) To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged 
there is error in any order, requirement, decision, or de
termination made by an administrative official in the 
enforcement of this act or of any ordinanee adopted pur
suant thereto ; 

( 2) To hear and decide special exceptions to the 
terms of the ordinance upon which such board is re
quired to pass under such ordinance ; 

(3) To authorize, upon appeal, in specific cases, 
such variance from the terms of the ordinance as will 
not be contrary to the public interest, where, owing to 
special conditions, a literal enforcement of the provi
sions of the ordinance will result in unnecessary hard
ship, and so that the spirit of the ordinance shall be 
observed and substantial justice done. 

In exercising the above mentioned powers, such board 
may, in conformity with the provisions of this article, 
reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the 
order, requirement, decision, or determination appealed 
from, and may make such order, requirement, decision, 
or determination as ought to be made, and, to that end, 
shall have all the powers of the officer from whom the 
appeal is taken. 

Any person or persons, jointly or severally, aggrieved 
by any decision of the board of adjustment, or any tax
payer, or any officer, department, board, or bureau of 
the township, may present to the court o:E common pleas 
of the county a petition, duly verified, setting forth that 
such decision is illegal in whole or in llart, specifying 
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the grounds of the illegality. Such petition shall be 
presented to the court within thirty days after the filing 
of the decision in the office of the board. 

Upon the presentation of such petition, the court may 
allow an appeal, directed to the board of adjustment, to 
review such decisions of the board of adjustment, and 
shall prescribe therein the time within which a return 
thereto must be made and served upon the relator's at
torney, which shall not be less than ten days, and may 
be extended by the court. The allowance of the writ 
shall not stay proceedings upon the decision appealed 
from, but the court may, on application, on notice to the 
board, and on due cause shown, grant a restraining 
order. 

The board of adjustment shall not be required to re
turn the original papers acted upon by it, but it shall 
be sufficient to return certified or sworn copies thereof, 
or of such portions thereof, as may be called for by such 
writ. The return shall concisely set forth such other 
facts as may be pertinent and material to show the 
grounds of the decision appealed from and shall be veri
fied. 

If, upon the hearing, it shall appear to the court 
that testimony is necessary for the proper disposition 
of the matter, it may take evidence, or appoint a referee 
to take such evidence as it may direct and report the 
same to the court with his findings of fact and conclu
sions of law, which shall constitute a part of the pro
ceeding~ upon which the determination of the court shall 
be :ip.ade. The court may reverse or affirm, wholly or 
partly, or may modify the decision brought up for re
view. 

Costs shall not be allowed against the board, unless 
it shall appear to the court that it acted with gross 
negligence or in bad faith or with malice in making the 
decision appealed from. 

All issues in any proceedings under this section shall 
have preference over all other civil actions· and pro
ceedings. 

Section 3108. Remedies.-In case any building, or 
structure is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, 
repaired, converted, or maintained, or any building, 
structure, or land is used in violation of this article or 
of any ordinance or other regulation made under au
thority conferred hereby, the proper local authorities 
of the township, in addition to other remedies, may in
stitute any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent 
such unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance, or use, to 
restrain, correct, or abate such violation, to prevent the 
occupancy of said building, structure, or land, or to 
prevent any illegal act, conduct, business, or use in or 
about such premises. 
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Section 3109. Conflict with Other Laws.-Whenever 
the regulations made under authority of this act re
quire a greater width or size of yards, courts, or other 
open spaces, or require a lower height of buildings or 
less number of stories, or require a greater percentage of 
lot to be left unoccupied, or impose other higher stand
ards than are required in any other statute or local ordi
nance or regulation, the provisions of the regulations 
made under authority of this article shall govern. Wher
ever the provisions of any other statute or local ordi
nance or regulation require a greater width or size of 
yards, courts, or other open spaces, or require a lower 
height of building or a less number of stories, or re
quire a greater percentage of lot to be left unoccupied, 
or impose other higher standards than are required by 
the regulations made under authority of this article, the 
provisions of such statute or local ordinance or regula
tion shall govern. 

Section 3110. Act not to .Apply to Certain Buildings 
of Public Service Corporations.-This article shall not 
apply to any existing or proposed building, or extension 
thereof, used or to be used by public service corporations, 
if, upon petition of the corporation, the Public Service 
Commission shall, after a public hearing, decide that 
the present or proposed situation of the building in ques
tion is reasonably necessary for the convenience or wel
fare of the public . 

.ARTICLE XXXII 

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

Section 3201. Power to Create Planning Commission; 
Residence of Commissioners; Employes; Rules and Reg
ulations.-The township commissioners may create by 
ordinance and appoint a Planning Commission, consist
ing of five persons. In the first instance, one member of 
said commission shall be appointed for one year, one for 
two years, one for three years, one for four years, and 
one for five years, and annually therefter a member of 
said commission shall be appointed for a term of five 
years. .An appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for 
the unexpired portion of the term. .All members of the 
commission shall reside within the zone of jurisdiction 
of said commission, as hereinafter defined. The Planning 
Commission may make and alter rules and regulations 
for their own organization and procedure, consistent with 
the ordinances of the township and the laws of the Com
monwealth. They shall serve without compensation, and 
make annually to the township commissioners a report 
of their transactions. The Planning Commission may, 
with the consent of the township commissioners, employ 
engineers and other persons, whose salaries and waged, 
and other necessary expenses of the commission, aha.11 
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be provided for through proper appropriation by the 
township commissioners. 

Section 3202. Commission to Receive Copies of Cer
tain Ordinances ; .Action of Commission Thereon.-The 
township secretary shall, upon introduction, furnish to 
the Planning Commission, for its consideration, a copy 
of all ordinances and bills, and .all amendments thereto, 
relating to the location of any public building of the 
township; and to the location, extension, widening, nar
rowing, enlargement, ornamentation, and parking of any 
street, boulevard, parkway, park, playground, or other 
public ground; and to the relocation, vacation, curtail
ment, changes of use, or any other alteration of the town
ship plan, with relation to any of the same; and to the 
location of any bridge, tunnel, and subway, or any sur
face, underground, or elevated railway. The said com
mission shall have the power to disapprove any of the 
said ordinances, bills, or amendments, which disapproval, 
however, must be communicated to the township com
missioners in writing within ten days from the intro
duction of said ordinances, but such disapproval shall 
not operate as a veto. 

Section 3203. Preparation of Maps and Recommen
dations.-The Township Planning Commission may 
make, or cause to be made, and lay before the township 
commissioners, and, at its direction, cause to be pub
lished, maps of the township or any portion thereof, in
cluding territory extending three miles beyond the town
ship limits, showing the streets and highways and other 
natural and artificial features, and also locations pro
posed by it for any new public buildings, civic centre, 
street, parkway, park, playground, or any other public 
ground or public improvement, or any widening, exten
sion, or relocation of the same, or any change in the town
ship plan by it deemed advisable; and it may make rec
ommendations to the township commissioners, from time 
to time, concerning any such matters and things, afore
said, for action; and, in so doing, have regard for the 
present conditions and future needs and growth of the 
township and the distribution and relative location of all 
the principal and other streets and railways, waterways, 
and all other means of public travel and business com
munications, as well as the distribution and relative lo
cation of all public buildings, public grounds, and open 
spaces devoted to public use. . 

Section 3204. Recommendations of Commission.-The 
Planning Commission may make recommendations to any 
public authorities, or any corporations or individuals in 
the township, with respect to the location of any build
ings, structures, or works, to be erected or constructed 
by them. 

Section 3205. Plans and Plots; Jurisdiction of Com
mission in Certain Cases.-.All plans, plots, or re-plots 
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of lands laid out in building lots, and the streets, alleys, 
or other portions of the same intended to be dedicated 
to public use, or for the use of purchaser8 or owners of 
lots fronting thereon or adjacent thereto, and located 
within the township limits, or for a distance of three 
miles outside thereof, shall be submitted to the Planning 
Commission and approved by it before it shall be re
corded. It shall be unlawful to receive or record such 
plan in any public office unless the same shall bear there
on, by endorsement or otherwise, the approval of the 
Planning Commission. The disapproval of any such plan 
by the Planning Commission shall be deemed a refusal 
of the proposed dedication shown thereon. The approval 
of the commission shall be deemed an acceptance of the 
proposed dedication, but shall not impose any duty upon 
the township concerning the maintenance or improve
ment of any such dedicated parts until the township 
commissioners shall have made actual appropriation of 
the same by entry, use, or improvement. No sewer, wa
ter or gas-main or pipes, . or other improvement shall 
be voted or made within the area under the jurisdiction 
of said commission for the use of any such purchasers 
or owners, nor shall any permit for conrniction with or 
other use of any such improvement existing, or for any 
other reason made, be given to any such purchasers or 
owners, until such plan is so approved. Where the jur
isdictional limit of three miles outside of the township 
limits, as provided in this section, may conflict with the 
zone of similar character connected with another town
ship or city, the jurisdiction of said commission shall 
extend only to the point equidistant between the town
ship and city. 

Section 3206. Power to Confer Planning Commission 
Powers on Other Bodies; Eligibility of Members.-It 
shall be proper for townships to provide, by ordinance, 
for the exercise of . all rights and powern, herein con
ferred upon the Planning Commission, by a park com
mission, or kindred municipal bureau or commission, 
authorized under existing laws. And no person holding 
office under the government of any of the townships, 
except the township commissioners, shall be ineligible 
to serve as a member of the Planning Commission. 

ARTICLE XXXIII 

ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES 

Section 3301. Proceedings for Violation. of Township 
Ordinances.-All proceedings for the violation of town
ship ordinances, and for the collection of 1ines and pen
alties imposed thereby, may be commenced by warrant 
or by summons, at the discretion of the justice of the 
peace before whom the proceeding is begun. No war
rant shall be issued except upon complain.t, on oath or 
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affirmation, specifying the ordinance for the violation of 
which the same is issued. All proceedings shall be di
rected to and be served by any policeman or constable 
of the township, who shall execute the same anywhere 
within the State as may be provided by law. Warrants 
shall be returnable forthwith, and, upon such return, 
like proceedings shall be had in all cases as in summary 
convictions, with the same right of appeal from any final 
judgment entered therein, except where otherwise pro
vided by existing laws. 

Section 3302. Arrests on View; Complaints.-When 
any person is arrested on view, a complaint, on oath or 
affirmation, shall be immediately made, whereupon the 
like proceedings shall be had as upon a warrant issued. 

Section 3303. Disposition of Fines and Penalties.
All fines or penalties collected for the violation of town
ship ordinances shall be paid over to the township treas
urer. 

Section 3304. Incarceration of Violators of Township 
Ordinances; Collection of Fines and Penalties.-Any per
son arrested for the violation of a township ordinance 
may be committed to the township lockup pending a 
hearing or trial. In case there is no suitable lockup or 
place in which to detain prisoners, the person arrested 
may be committed to the county jail. No person shall 
be committed, pending a hearing, for a longer period 
than twenty-four hours except where Sunday intervenes. 
Upon judgment against any person by summary convic
tion or by proceedings by summons, on default of the 
payment of the fine or penalty imposed by said judg
ment and the costs, the defendant may be sentenced and 
committed to the township lockup for a period not ex
ceeding five days, or to the county jail for a period not 
exceeding thirty days. No fine or penalty shall exceed 
three hundred dollars for any single violation of any or
dinance. In case the defendant has goods or property of 
any kind whatsoever, out of which said judgment and 
costs can be coUected by execution, capias, or other proc
ess, the plaintiff in the action may elect to proceed to 
collect the said judgment by such proceedings. 

Section 3305. Township's Liability for Costs of Pris
oners to County.-When a prisoner is committed to any 
county jail or prison, either for the nonpayment of a 
fine or penalty imposed for the violation of any ordi
nance of a township, or while awaiting a hearing upon 
any charge for the violation of any ordinance of a town
ship, the costs of proceedings and the expenses of main
taining such prisoner during his confinement, by virtue 
of any such commitment, shall be paid by the township 
whose ordinances were alleged to have been violated or to 
which any such fines or penalties are payable. The coun
ty shall not be liable to the sheriff for any maintenance 
or to any officer or persons for any costs. 
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4.RTICLE XXXIV 

ACTIONS BY AND AoAINST TowNBHIPS 

Section 3401. Commissioners to Bring: and Defend 
Suits.-All suits by a township shall be brought and 
conducted by the township commissioners. In all suits 
against a township, process shall be served upon and 
defense made by the township commissioners. 

Section 3402. Rights of Taxpayers to Inquire into 
Judgments.-Any taxpayer of any township may inquire 
into the validity of any judgment, or defend the town
ship in any suit or judgment, upon filing a petition with 
the court of common pleas of the county in which such 
suit is pending or judgment exists, accompanied by an 
affidavit that the taxpayer believes that injustice will 
be done to the township in such suit or judgment. When
ever it is deemed necessary, the court may order such 
taxpayer to file a bond, with one or more sureties, to be 
approved by court, to save harmless the township from 
all costs that may accrue in such proceeding subsequent 
to the filing of such petition. 

Section 3403. Appeals by Taxpayers.--Whenever a 
judgment is rendered by any justice of the peace or al
derman against any township, and the right of appeal 
is given to such township, and for ten days immediately 
after the rendition of such judgment the township of
ficials neglect to perfect an appeal, any taxpayer of such 
township may take an appeal, in behalf of the township, 
from such judgment to the court of common pleas of 
the county, within the time prescribed for the taking 
of such appeal. 

Section 3404. Affidavit and Bail by Taxpayers.-In 
taking the appeal, the taxpayer shall make an affidavit 
that the same is not taken for the purpose of delay, but 
because he verily believes that injustice has been done. 
The taxpayer shall pay the costs of the appeal, and en
ter sufficient bail for the payment of all costs before 
the justice of the peace or alderman and all costs in the 
court of common pleas. 

Section 3405. Taxpayers Parties to Suits.-Upon the 
:filing of such appeal in the court of common pleas of 
the county, the taxpayer shall be made a party to the 
suit and shall have the right to defend such township 
therein. 

Section 3406. Recovery of Municipal Claims by 
Suit.-In addition to the remedies provided by law for 
the :filing of liens for the collection of municipal claims, 
townships may proceed for the recovery and collection of 
municipal claims by action of assumpsit against the per
son or persons who were the owner or owners of the 
property at the time of the completion of the improve
ment, notwithstanding the £act that there was a failure 
on the part of any such township, or its agents, to en-
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ter any such municipal claim as a lien against the prop
erty assessed for the improvement, and for the recov
ery of which the action of assumpsit was brought. Any 
such action in assumpsit shall be co_mmenced within three· 
years after the completion of the improvement from 
which said claim arises. 

This section shall extend to all municipal claims where 
the improvement was heretofore made, where the action 
of assumpsit has been instituted under the provisions of 
prior acts of Assembly, and where the claim is not barred 
by the statute of limitations affecting actions of debt or 
assumpsit. 

ARTICLE XXXV 

REPEALS 

Section 3501. The following acts and parts of acts 
are hereby repealed as respectively indicated: 

(1) Sections one and three of the act approved the 
fourteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-seven (Pamphlet Laws, two hundred sixty-six), 
entitled ''An act to regulate the remuneration of police
men and constables employed as policemen throughout 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and prohibiting 
them from charging or accepting any fee or other com
pensation, in addition to their salary, except as public 
rewards and mileage for traveling expenses,'' so far as 
the same relate to townships of the first class. 

(2) The act approved the nineteenth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and one (Pamphlet Laws, 
eighty-two), entitled "An act making it lawful for any 
municipality, in which a corporation, created and exist
ing under and by virtue of the laws of this Common
wealth, have constructed and are maintaining, or may 
hereafter construct and maintain, sewers, culverts, con
duits, and pipes, with the necessary inlets and appli
ances, for surface, under surface, and sewage drainage, 
to become the owner of such sewers, culverts, conduits 
and pipes, with the necessary inlets and appliances afore
said ; providing the amount to be paid for the same, and 
the manner of ascertaining such amount in case of dis
agreement between the municipality and the corporation 
owning the same,'' so far as it relates to townships of 
the first class. 

(3) The act approved the twenty-third day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and three (Pamphlet Laws, 
two hundred eighty-four), entitled ''An act to provide 
for the election of assistant assessors for the valuation 
of real estate fot taxation, in townships of the first class, 
and fixing the compensation of assessors in such town
ships," absolutely. 

(4) The act approved the fifth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred nineteen), entitled "An act to authorize 
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the display of the State, county, city, borough, or other 
municipal flags on public buildings in the Common
wealth," so far as it relates to townships of the first 
class. 

(5) The act approved the twelfth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred seventy-one), entitled "An act providing 
for the establishment and maintenance of boards of 
health in boroughs and townships of the first class, and 
defining their powers and duties; providing for the ap
pointment. of members of such boards of health by the 
president of the borough councils, or by the chairman 
of the board of commissioners of such townships; pro
viding for the election of a secretary and a health of
ficer ; providing that the Commissoner of Health may 
take charge of the administration of health laws in any 
borough or township of the first class, when conditions 
therein, in his opinion, constitute a menace to the lives 
or health of the people living outside the corporate lim
its of such borough or township of the first class, or when 
it may be known to him that such borough or township 
of the first class is without an existing or efficient board 
of health; and providing the manner in which the ex
penses of boards of health or of the Commissioner of 
Health, incurred in administering health laws in any 
borough or township of the first class shall be paid,'' so 
far as it relates to townships of the first dass. 

(6) The act approved the twenty-sixth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred four), entitled ''An act amending 
section one of an act, approved the seventh day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred one, entitled '.An act to au
thorize the township commissioners, in townships of the 
first class, to lay out, widen, open, and vacate streets 
and the highways within their respective townships, at 
the expense of the township or the properties bene
fited,' " absolutely. 

(7) The act approved the tenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred fifty-eight), entitled "An act to authorize 
counties, cities, borough, towns, townships, school dis
tricts and poor districts to require a bond to protect 
labor and material-men and providing for suits thereon 
by laborers and material-men furnishing labor and ma
terial in and about the erection, alteration, addition, 
and repair of public buildings,'' so far as it relates to 
townships of the first class. 

(8) The act approved the twenty-eighth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, six hundred forty-seven), entitled ".An act to 
amend the first paragraph of section four of the act, 
approved the twenty-eighth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-nine. entitled 'An act to pro-
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vide for the classification of the townships of the Com
monwealth, with respect to their population, into two 
classes, and to prescribe the form of government for 
townships of each class,' as amended," absolutely. 

(9) The act approved the twenty-eighth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, six hundred fifty), entitled "An act to amend an 
act, approved the eleventh day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred fifteen, entitled 'An act to amend an act 
approved the fourteenth day of April, one thousand nine 
hundred fifteen, entitled "An act providing for the pay
ment of judgments and mortgages, and other claims, 
which are liens on property affected by public improve
ments or appropriated by the exercise of the right of 
eminent domain,'' ' excepting proceedings to ascertain 
damages and benefits by reason of municipal, street, or 
sewer improvements," so far as it relates to townships 
of the first class. 

(10) The act approved the sixth day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
seven hundred forty-seven), entitled "An act requir
ing all counties, cities, boroughs, townships, school dis
tricts, and other municipalities and incorporated dis
tricts, to sell any bonds or other securities issued by them 
to the highest responsible bidder, after due public no
tice," so far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

(11) The act approved the eleventh day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
seven hundred seventy-seven), entitled" An act to amend 
an act, entitled 'A supplement to an act, entitled "An 
act relating to roads, highways, and bridges," approved 
the thirteenth day of June, Anno Domini eighteen hun
dred and thirty-six,' approved the fifth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred eleven, so. as to provide for the 
construction, change, or alteration of parts of public 
roads in counties, boroughs, or townships without the 
formality of a view, where the costs and expenses to 
such county, borough, or township, including damages, 
shall not· exceed three hundred dollars,'' so far as it 
relates to townships of the first class. 

(12) The act approved the fourteenth day of July, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, eight hundred forty), entitled "An act concern
ing townships; and revising, amending, and consolidat
ing the law relating thereto," and its amendments, so 
far as it and they relate to townships of the first class. 

(13) The act approved the eighteenth day of July, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphl~ 
Laws, one thousand eighty-three), entitled "An act re
quiring all persons contracting with the Commonwealth, 
or any department or officer thereof, or any municipal 
corporation, division or subdivision of the Common
wealth, to accept the provisions of the State W or km.en's 
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Compensation Act, and to insure the said contractor's 
liability thereunder, or secure an exemption from insur
ance in accordance with the terms of the said act in re
spect to such contract," so far as it relates to townships 
of the first class. 

(14) The act approved the nineteenth day of July, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, one thousand one hundred fifteen), entitled. "A 
further supplement to an act, approved the twenty-eighth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and ninety
nine, entitled 'An act to provide for the classification 
of the townships of the Commonwealth, with respect to 
their population, into two classes, and to prescribe the 
form of government for townships of each class,' author
izing townships of the first class to make regulations 
for the construction of new buildings, and repair to old 
ones, requiring approval of plans, providing for inspec
tion, prescribing limits within which certain kinds of 
material may not be used, providing penalties for the 
violation thereof," absolutely. 

(15) The act approved the first day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
ninety-three), entitled "An act providing for the reloca
tion, alteration, and vacation of public roads and high
ways, approaching, leading into, or contiguous to parks 
and public grounds, title to which parks and public 
grounds is vested in the State of Pennsylvania, and 
providing remedies therefor," so far as it relates to 
townships of the first class. 

(16) The act approved the eighth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred thirty), entitled" An act requiring prothon
otaries and clerks of courts to furnish to the Secretary 
of Internal Affairs copies of orders of court relative to 
the creation, consolidation, division, and partition of 
cities, boroughs, and townships, and fixing the fee of 
such officers for such services,'' so far as it relates to 
townships of the first class. 

(17) The act approved the twentieth day of·June, one 
thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
five hundred thirteen), entitled "An act providing a 
method whereby highways, the center line of which con
stitutes a dividing line between a city and a township 
in an adjacent county, may be altered or improved, and 
the cost thereof apportioned between the city, county, and 
township; and providing the procedure to be followed 
where such city and the township or the county in which 
such township is situated do not or cannot agree with re
spect to the method of such alterations or improvements 
or the apportionment of the cost thereof," so far as it 
relates to townships of the first class. 

(18) The act approved the seventh day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
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seven hundred thirty-two), entitled "An act authorizing 
boroughs and townships to establish separate grades for 
sidewalks and cartways or roadways," so far as it relates 
to townships of the first class. 

(19) The act approved the sixth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred eleven), entitled" An act to further amend 
section five of the act, approved the thirteenth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six (Pam
phlet Laws, five hundred fifty-one), entitled 'An act re
lating to roads, highways, and bridges;' fixing the width 
of public roads," so far as it relates to townships of the 
first class. 

(20) The act approved the fifth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred eighty-one), entitled "An act authorizing 
the several boroughs and townships to appropriate mon
eys for the support of county associations of borough!! 
and townships," so far as it relates to townships of the 
first class. 

(21) The act approved the tenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred twenty-eight), entitled "An act fixing the 
time for the confirmation of the reports of viewers, or 
portions thereof, in proceedings to assess damages or 
benefits incident to public improvements, where no ex
ceptions are filed or appeals taken," so far as it relates 
to townships of the first class. 

(22) The act approved the eleventh day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred ·eighty-four), entitled ''An act to amend 
sections one, two, three, five, six, and seven, of an act 
approved the eighth day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred 
eighty-four), entitled 'An act empowering cities of the 
second and third classes, boroughs, and counties, to ac
quire, maintain, and operate playgrounds, playfields, 
gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, and indoor 
recreation centers; authorizing school districts to join 
in the maintenance and operation of said activities; and 
authorizing the issue of bonds and the levy of taxes for 
such purposes,' by extending the provisions thereof so 
as to include townships," so far as it relates to townships 
of the first class. 

(23) The act approved the twelfth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
five hundred forty-four), entitled "An act authorizing 
counties, cities, boroughs, towns, and townships to ac
quire lands by purchase, gift, or condemnation, and to 
convey such lands to the Commonwealth for use of the 
National Guard," so far as it relates to townships of 
the first class. 

1343 



1344 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

(24) The act approved the sixteenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
six hundred thirty-five), entitled ''An act to prevent the 
laying out, opening, changing, vacating·, widening, or 
altering, by a court of quarter sessions, of a road any 
part of which lies within a township of the first class, 
without the consent and approval of the board of town
ship commissioners,'' absolutely. 

(25) The act approved the twenty-sixth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, ninety), entitled ''An act authorizing counties, 
cities, boroughs, and townships to appropriate moneys 
for forest work," so far as it relates to townships of the 
first class. 

(26) The act approved the twenty-sixth. day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred five), entitled "An act to amend sec
tion one of the act, approved the twenty-third day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred and seven (Pamphlet. 
Laws, two hundred twenty-five), entitled 'An act pro
viding for the payment of the premiums on bonds of 
county, city, borough, school district, and township em
ployes,' extending the provisions thereof to officers," 
so far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

(27) The act approved the third day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred thirty-six), entitled "An act author
izing cities, boroughs, towns, and townships to purchase 
burial plots for certain deceased service men,'' so far 
as it relates to townships of the first class. 

(28) The act approved the twenty-second day of 
May, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pam
phlet Laws, three hundred fifteen), entitled "An act re
quiring supervisors and commissioners of townships to 
apply for county aid in the construction and maintenance 
of roads upon application therefor by property owners," 
so far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

(29) The act approved the twenty-fourth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, four hundred forty-two), entitled ".An act to pro
vide for the licensing of transient retail merchants in 
cities, boroughs, and townships; and providing a pen
alty for the failure to obtain such license," so far as it 
relates to townships of the first class. 

(30) The act approved the fourteenth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, eight hundred one), entitled "An act authoriziiag 
the State Highway Department, the Public Service Com
mission, counties, cities, boroughs, and townships to 
purchase, or condemn by the right of eminent domain, 
free and unobstructed view over and across lands at cer
tain highway, railroad, and railway intersections and 
curves, so as to prevent and permit removal of in:terfer-
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ence with and obstruction of the vision of users of said 
highways; and providing for the use of such lands in 
such manner as not to interfere with a free and unob
structed view," so far as it relates to townships of the 
first class. 

(31) The act approved the twenty-ninth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphle1 
Laws, nine hundred forty-nine), entitled "An act pro
viding for the establishing and maintenance of uniform 
building lines in boroughs and townships of the first 
class," so far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

(32) The act approved the twenty-ninth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, nine hundred fifty-seven), entitled "An act au
thorizing boroughs and townships of the first class to 
adopt and enforce zoning ordinances regulating the lo
cation, construction, and ·use of buildings, and size of 
courts and open spaces, the density of population, and the 
use of land,'' so far as it relates to townships of the first 
class. 

(33) The act approved the seventeenth day of March, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet 
Laws, thirty-eight), entitled "An act for the promotion 
of the safety of the traveling public by authorizing coun
ties and townships to purchase or condemn, by the right 
of emient domain, property and lands along highways, so 
as to eliminate dangerous curves and widen narrow 
highways," so far as it relates to townships of the first 
class. 

(34) The act approved the first day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred), entitled "An act relating to township 
roads; prescribing the time within which approved town
ship roads must be physically opened; envalidating pro
ceedings for opening of roads unopened within the pre
scribed time ; and providing for the revision of any land 
proposed to be taken therefor," so far as it relates to 
townships of the first class. 

(35) The act approved the first day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred thirteen), entitled "An act authorizing 
townships of the first class to create fire and water dis
tricts; and issue bonds and levy special taxes restricted 
to said districts, for the purpose of supplying and main
taining a water supply in the same," absolutely. 

(36) The act approved the fourth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred twenty-six), entitled "An act author
izing a State association of township commissioners, and 
providing for the payment of the expenses thereof by 
the respective counties," absolutely. 

(37) The act approved the twenty-seventh day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pam-

43 

1345 



1346 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

phlet Laws, three hundred five), entitled "An act au
thorizing counties, cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, 
townships, and school districts to make contracts of in
surance with mutual fire insurance companies duly au
thorized to transact business in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania," so far as it relates to townships of the 
first class. -

(38) The act approved the twenty-seventh day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pam
phlet Laws, three hundred ten), entitled "An act to 
provide for the preparation of plans for the use of view
ers, owners, tenants, and occupiers of property, and all 
other parties affected in proceedings for the assessment 
of damages for the taking, injury, or destruction of pri
vate property for public use, and the furnishing of 
copies thereof to parties affected thereby," so far as it 
relates to townships of the first class. 

(39) The act approved the twenty-ninth day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pam
phlet Laws, three hundred fifty-nine), entitled "An act 
providing for the clerk of the court of quarter sessions 
of the several counties of this Commonwealth to certify 
to the Department of Highways the establishment of all 
new townships and boroughs within said county, fixing 
fee for such certification; and providing penalty,'' so 
far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

( 40) The act approved the thirtieth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred .and twenty-five (Pamphlet 
Laws, three hundred seventy-one), entitled ''An act pro
viding for the care and maintenance by cities, boroughs, 
incorporated towns, and townships of any soldiers' mon
ument, gun, or carriage or other similar memorial, 
where there is no person, body, or organization in exist
ence to care for and maintain the said memorials,'' so 
far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

( 41) The act approved the thirtieth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty--five (Pamphlet 
Laws, three hundred eighty-four), entitled "An act 
authorizing and regulating police pension funds in town-
ships of the first class,'' absolutely. . 

( 42) The act approved the first day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred twenty-eight), entitled "An act provid
ing for the improvement of certain streets, alleys, and 
highways on the boundary lines of cities, boroughs, and 
townships, and the assessment of properties abutting 
thereon, but lying outside the limits of such cities, bor
oughs, or townships," so far as it relates to townships 
of the first. class. 

( 43) The act approved the second day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred ninety-four), entitled "An act authoriz
ing municipalities to expenq money for the purpose of 
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insuring volunteer firemen against death or injuries 
while going to or returning from or attending fires," so 
far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

( 44) The act approved the sixth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
five hundred forty-six), entitled ''An act to amend sec
tion one of the act, approved the tenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred fifty-eight), entitled 'An act to authorize 
counties, cities, boroughs, towns, townships, school dis
tricts, and poor districts to require a bond to protect 
labor and material-men, and providing for suits thereon 
by laborers and material-men furnishing labor and ma
terial in and about the erection, alteration, addition, and 
repair of public buildings,' '' so far as it relates to town
ships of the first class. 

( 45) The act approved the fourteenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five (Pamphlet 
Laws, seven hundred forty-five), entitled "An act to 
prevent unfair discrimination against Pennsylvania 
manufacturers by making it unlawful for any municipal
ity to levy license taxes or fees against such manufac
turers that are not levied against nonresident manufac
turers,'' so far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

(46) The act approved the twenty-fourth day of 
March, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven 
(Pamphlet Laws, fifty-six), entitled "An act to amend 
sections one, two, and three as amended, section four, 
and sections five, six, and seven as amended, of an act, 
approved the eighth day of July, one thousand nine hun
dred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hun
dred eighty-four), entitled 'An act empowering cities 
of the second and third classes, boroughs, and counties, 
to acquire, maintain, and operate, playgrounds, play. 
fields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming pools, and 
indoor recreation centers; authorizing school districts 
to join in the maintenance and operation of said activ
ities; and authorizing the issue of bonds and the levy 
of taxes for such purposes,' as extended to townships by 
further extending the provisions of this act, so as to in
clude the acquiring, maintaining, and operation of 
parks,'' so far as it relates to townships of the first 
class. 

( 47) The act approved the seventh day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred fifty-five), entitled" An act to amend 
sections one, two and nine of, and to add section nine A 
to, the act, approved the twelfth day of June, one thou
sand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred seventy-one), entitled 'An act providing for 
the establishment and maintenance of boards of health 
in boroughs and townships of the first class, and defin
ing their powers and duties; providing for the appoint-
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ment of members of such boards of health by the presi
dent of the borough councils, or by the chairman of the 
board of commi~ioners of such townships; providing 
for the election of a secretary and a health officer; pro
viding that the Commissioner of Health may take charge 
of the administration of health laws in any borough or 
township of the first class, when conditions therein, ifi 
his opinion, constitute a menace to the lives or health 
of the people living outside the corporate limits of such 
borough or township of the first class, or when it may 
be known to him that such borough or township of the 
first class is without an existing or efficient board of 
health; and providing the manner in which the expenses 
of boards of health or of the Commissioner of Health, 
incurred in administering health. laws in any borough 
or township of the first cla~, shall be paid; by authoriz
ing the council of each borough and the commissioners 
of each first class township to appoint the members of 
the board of health, or in lieu thereof a health officer with 
the powers and duties of such boards; requiring all 
health officers to be experienced in public health work 
and to be certified to by the Secretary of Health; au
thorizing such boroughs and townships to cooperate with 
the county and the State Department of Health in the 
administration and enforcement of health laws," so far 
as it relates to townships of the first class. 

( 48) The act approved the thirteenth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred eighty-four), eJ?.titled "An act to 
further amend section five of the act, approved the thir
teenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-six (Pamphlet Lawl'!, five hundred fifty-one), en
titled 'An act" relating to roads, highways, and bridges,' 
as amended, by providing that the limits of width fixed 
therein shall not include the additional width required 
to provide for necessary slopes,'' so far as it relates to 
townships of the first class. 

· ( 49) The act approved the twenty-first day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, three hundred thirty-nine), entitled "An act to 
amend sections five and six of an act, approved the 
fourth day of April, one thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred twenty-six), 
entitled 'An act authorizing a State association of town
ship commissioners, and providing for the payment of 
the expenses thereof by the respective counties, ' '' ab
solutely. 

(50) The act approved the twentieth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, three hundred fifty), entitled" An act making it 
unlawful for any architect or engineer, in the employ 
of the Commonwealth, or of any county, municipality, 
borough, township, or other subdivision of the Com-
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monwealth, and engaged in the preparation of plans, 
specifications, or estimates, to bid on any public work, 
or to be interested in contracts for public work; making 
it unlawful for the officers of the Commonwealth, or any 
county, municipality, borough, township, or other sub
division of the Commonwealth, to award the contract to 
any such architect or engineer in· the employ of the 
Commonwealth; and fixing penalties," so far as it re
lates to townships of the first class and engineers and ar
chitects employed by such townships. 

(51) The act approved the twenty-seventh day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven 
(Pamphlet Laws, four hundred ten), entitled "An act 
permitting townships of the first and second classes to 
connect for sewage purposes with existing sewers owned 
by adjacent municipalities, and prescribing the proce
dure for so doing," so far as it relates to townships of 
the first class. 

(52) The act approved the twenty-seventh day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven 
(Pamphlet Laws, four hundred sixty), entitled "An act 
authorizing municipalities to acquire by gift or bequest, 
and to operate and maintain motor ambulances,'' so far 
as it relates to townships of the first class. 

(53) The act approved the fourth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty.seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, seven hundred thirty-eight), entitled "An act re-
quiring counties, cities, boroughs, towns, townships, 
school districts, and poor districts, when fixing rates of 
taxation in mills, to express such rates also in dollars 
and cents," so far as it relates to townships of the first 
class. 

(54) The act approved the eleventh day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, nine hundred sixty-four), entitled "An act to en
able cities, incorporated towns, boroughs, and townships 
of the first class to govern and regulate by ordinance 
the construction, alteration, repairs, occupation, main
tenance, sanitation, lighting, ventilation, water supply, 
toilet facilities, drainage, use and inspection of all build
ings used for human habitation and land appurtenant 
thereto ; and providing for the enforcement of such or
diances," so far as it relates to townships of the first 
class. 

(55) The act approved the thirteenth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-seven (Pamphlet 
Laws, nine hundred ninety-two), entitled "An act pro
hibiting cities, boroughs, towns, and townships to in
crease or diminish the salary, compensation or emolu
ments of elected officers after their election," so far as 
it relates to townships of the first class. 

(56) The act approved the twenty-eighth day of 
March, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
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(Pamphlet Laws, one hundred six), entitled "An act 
to amend section one of the act, approved the tenth day 
of May, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen (Pam
phlet Laws, one hundred fifty-eight), entitled 'An act 
to authorize counties, cities, boroughs, towns, townships, 
school districts, and poor districts to require a bond to 
protect labor and material-men, and providing for suits 
thereon by laborer:;; and material-men furnishing labor 
and material in and about the erection, alteration, addi
tion, and repair of public buiidings,' as amended, ex
tending the provisions of said act to roads and bridges 
and machinery," so far as it relates to townships of the 
first class. 

(57) The act approved the fourth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, one hundred forty-nine), entitled "An act provid
ing for the maintenance of roads and streets on the 
boundary line between cities or boroughs and townships, 
and the procedure in such cases," so far as it relates 
to townships of the first class. 

· (58) The act approved the eleventh day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, five hundred eighteen), entitled" An act to amend 
the act, approved the sixth day of July, one thousand 
nine hundred and seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, seven 
hundred forty-seven), entitled 'An act requiring all , 

. counties, cities, boroughs, townships, school districts, and 
other municipalities and incorporated districts to sell 
any bonds or other securities issued by them to the high
est responsible bidder after due public notiee, ' providing 
for private sales where no bids are received," so far as 
it relates to townships of the first class. 

(59) The act approved the seventeenth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, five hundred twenty-nine), entitled "An act to 
amend paragraph one of section seven of the act, ap
proved the twenty-ninth day of June, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, nine hun
dred fifty-seven), entitled 'An act authorizing boroughs 
and townships of the first class to adopt and enforce 
zoning ordinances regulating the location, construction, 
and use of buildings, the size of courts and open· spaces, 
the density of population, and the use of land,' provid
ing the manner in which the board of adjustment shall 
be appointed," so far as it relates to townships of the 
first class. 

(60) The act approved the twenty-second day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
(Pamphlet Laws, six hundred thirty), entitled "An act 
providing for the payment of counsel fees out of moneys 
recovered for counties, townships, boroughs, school dis
tricts, or _poor districts, upon appeals froni the county 
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auditors' settlements of the accounts of public officers," 
so far as it relates to townships of the first class. 

(61) The act approved the twenty-fifth day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine (Pamphlet 
Laws, seven hundred seventy-seven), entitled "An act 
fixing the time when interest shall begin to run on the 
amounts fixed in reports of viewers for the taking, in
jury and destruction of property by the right of eminent 
domain," so far as it relates to townships of the first 
class. 

Section 3502. All other acts and parts of acts incon
sistent with this act are repealed. Thm act shall not re
peal or modify any of the provisions of the Public Serv
ice Company Law, nor the act, entitled "An act to pre
serve the purity of the waters of the State for the pro
tection of the public health,'' approved the twenty-sec
ond day of April, one thousand nine hundred and five, 
nor the act, approved the twenty-fifth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
five hundred fifty-five), entitled "An act providing for 
the regulation of dams, or other structures or obstruc
tions, as defined herein, in, along, across, or projecting 
into all streams and bodies of water wholly or partly 
within, or forming part of the boundary of, this Com
monwealth; vesting certain powers and duties in the 
Water Supply Commission of Pennsylvania, for this 
purpose and providing penalties for the violation of the 
provisions hereof,'' nor shall this act repeal or modify 
any of the provisions of any act of Assembly amendatory 
of law in force at the time of the passage of this act, or 
otherwise adopted at the ses8ion of the General Assem
bly of one thousand nine hundred and thirty-one, 
whether such acts were adopted prior to the paS.sage of 
this act, or shall be adopted prior to the passage of this 
act, or shall be adopted subsequent to the passage of 
this act ; nor shall this act repeal any such act, or part 
thereof, in force at the time of the passage of this act, 
which is amended by any act of Assembly adopted at 
the Session of the General Assembly of one thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-one. 

APPROVED-The 24th day of June, A. D. 1931. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 
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