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crown prescribed by the department under the provi
sions of this act, or causes or procures to be falsely or 
fraudulently made, forged, altered or counterfeited any 
such stamp or crown, or knowingly and wilfully utters, 
publishes, passes or tenders, as true, any such false, al
tered, forged or counterfeited stamp or crown, or uses 
more than once any stamp or crown provided for and 
required by this act, for the purpose of evading the tax 
hereby imposed and assessed, shall be guilty of a misde
meanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced 
to suffer imprisonment for a term of not less than two 
(2) years or more than five (5) years. 

Section 15. The department is hereby charged with 
the enforcement of the provisions of this act, and is 
hereby authorized and empowered to prescribe, adopt, 
promulgate, and enforce rules and regulations relating 
to any matter or thing pertaining to the administration 
and enforcement of the provisions of this act, and the 
collection of taxes, penalties and interest imposed by 
this act. 

Section 16. All taxes, fines, penalties and' interest 
received, collected or accruing, under the provisions of 
this act, shall be paid into the general fund of the State 
Treasury by and through the department. 

Section 17. The provisions of this act are severable, 
and if any of its provisions shall be held to be uncon
stitutional, the decision of the court shall not affect or 
impair any of the remaining provisions of this act. It 
is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this 
act would have been adopted had such unconstitutional 
provisions not been included herein. 

Section 18. This act shall become effective on the 
date of its approval by the Governor. 

APPROVED-The 5th day of May, A. D. 1933. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT 

No.105 

AN ACT 

Relating to nonprofit corporations; defining and providing for 
the organization, merger, consolidation, and dissolution of such 
corporations; conferring certain rights, powers, duties, and 
immunities upon them and their officers and members; pre· 
scribing the conditions on which such corporntions may exercise 
their powers; providing for the inclusion of certain existing 
corporations of the first class within the provisions of this act; 
prescribing the terms and conditions upon which foreign non
profit corporations may be admitted or may continue to do 
busine8s within the Commonwealth; conferring powers and 
imposing duties on the courts of common pleas, prothonotaries 
of such courts, recorders of deeds, and e.ertain State depart
ments, commissions, and officers; authorizing certain local 
public officers and State departments to collect fees for services 

10 

289 

Penalty. 

Enforcement. 

Rules and 
regulations. 

Disposition ot 
tax, fines, etc. 

Constitution
ality. 

When et!ectlve. 



,, .•'fr, 

u, ,·, 
•,'i.1· 

,-,1,:. 

required to be rendere·d by this aet ; imposing penalties; and 
repealing eertain aets and parts of acts relating to corporations. 
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ARTICLE I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Short Title.-Be it enacted, &c., That this Nonprofit 
act shall be known, and may be cited, as the "Nonprofit t~~.oratton 
Corporation Law." 

Section 2. Definitions.-The following words or 
phrases, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, 
shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section : 

"Articles" includes both the original articles of in
corporation and any and all amendments thereto. 

"Business," in the case of a domestic nonprofit cor
poration, includes any or all of the activities for which 
it has been organized, and, in the case of a foreign non
profit corporation, any or all of the activities in which 
its certificate of authority authorizes it to engage within 
this Commonwealth. 

"Court" means the court of common pleas of the coun
ty where the registered office of the corporation is or 
is to be located. 

"Directors" includes persons designated in the arti
cles as such, and persons designated, elected or appoint
ed, by any other name or title, to act as directors, and 
their successors. The term, when used in relation to 
any power or duty requiring collective action, shall be 
construed to mean "Board of Directors." 

"Domestic Nonprofit Corporation" means a corpora
tion formed under this act, or a corporation heretofore 

293 



294: LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

organized or created in this Commonwealth which be
comes subject to this act. 

"Foreign Nonprofit Corporation" means a corpora
tion not for pecuniary profit formed under any laws 
other than those of this Commonwealth. 

"Incorporator" is one of the signers of the original 
articles of incorporation. 

''Member'' includes each person signing the articles 
of incorporation, and each person admitted to member
ship in the corporation. The term ''member'' shall be 
construed to include ''shareholder,'' if the corporation 
issues shares of stock. 

"Nonprofit Corporation" means a corporation organ
ized for a purpose or purposes not involving pecuniary 
profit, incidental or otherwise, to its members. 

"Registered Office" means, in the case of a domestic 
nonprofit corporation, that office in this Commonwealth 
at which its books and records are kept, and the address 
of which is filed in the office of the recorder of deeds 
as required by this act, and, in the case of a foreign non
profit corporation authorized to do business within this 
Commonwealth, that office in this Commonwealth the 
address of which is filed with the Secretary of the Com
monwealth, as required by this act. 

"Trust Instrument" includes any lawful deed of gift, 
grant, last will and testament, or other document, by 
which the donor, grantor, or testator shall give, grant, 
devise, or bequeath any real or personal property, or 
the income therefrom, in trust, for any charitable, re
ligious, benevolent, educational, scientific or literary pur
pose, or public benefaction, of whatever name or nature. 

"Written" includes printed, typewritten, engraved, 
lithographed, telegraphed, cabled, radiogramed, photo
graphed, photostated, telephotographed, or other form 
of recordation. 

Section headings shall not be taken to govern or limit 
the scope of the sections of this act. 

The singular shall include the plural, and the mascu
line shall include the feminine and neuter. 

Section 3. Applicability and Acceptance of Act.-A. 
Every corporation of the first class, heretofore organ
ized and incorporated under the Corporation Act of 
187 4, its amendments and supplements, and every cor
poration heretofore created by any special act or formed 
under any general act, which has accepted in any man
ner whatsoever the Constitution of Pennsylvania, and 
which, if not existing, would be required to incorporate 
under this act, shall hereafter be subject to the provisions 
of this act without formal reorganization hereunder, and 
shall be deemed to exist under this act. The provisions 
of this act shall govern all such corporations heretofore 
incorporated in this Commonwealth. 

B. Any corporation incorporated prior to one thou
sand eight hundred and seventy-four by any general or 
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special act, which has not accepted the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania in any manner whatsoever, and which, if 
not existing, would be required to incorporate under this 
act, shall be deemed to exist under and shall be governed 
by the provisions of this act, upon filing with the De
partment of State a certificate accepting the provisions 
of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and of this act. 
The certificate shall be executed under the seal of the 
corporation, shall be signed by two duly authorized 
officers of the corporation, and shall set forth: 

(1) The name of the corporation, 
(2) The act of As2embly by or under which it was 

created, 
(3) A statement that the corporation accepts the 

Constitution of Pennsylvania and the provisions of this 
act, and 

(4) A statement that the acceptance of the Constitu
tion of Pennsylvania and of the provisions of this act 
was duly authorized by a meeting of the members called 
for that purpose. 

C. Every foreign nonprofit corporation heretofore 
admitted to do business in this Commonwealth, which, 
if now seeking admission, would be required to comply 
with the provisions of this act, shall, within ninety days 

1 

after the effective date of this act, secure a certificate of 
authority from the Department of State and shall there
after be subject to the provisions of this act. 

D. This act shall not be construed as attempting to 
deprive any existing corporation of any corporate power, 
right, privilege or franchise which such corporation now 
enjoys, except that such corporation shall not hereafter 
operate in any manner resulting in pecuniary profit or 
gain to its members. 

Section 4. Scope of Act.-This act does not relate to, 
, does not affect, and does not apply to-

(1) Cooperative associations, whether for profit or 
not for profit. · 

(2) Beneficial, benevolent, fraternal and fraternal 
benefit societies, having a lodge system and a represent
ative form of government, or transacting any type of 
insurance whatsoever. 

(3) Any corporation whatsoever organized for any 
purpose or purposes involving pecuniary profit to its 
members or shareholders. 

(4) Any corporation which, by the laws of this Com
·monwealth is subject to the supervision of the Depart
ment of Banking, the Insurance Department, The Public 
Service Commission, or the Water and Power Resources 
Board. 

Section 5. Saving Clause.-A. This act shall not 
impair or affect any act done, offense committed, or 
right accruing, accrued, or acquired, or liability, duty, 
obligation, penalty, judgment or punishment incurred, 
prior to the time this act takes eff eet, but the same may 
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be enjoyed, asserted, enforced, prosecuted, or inflicted 
as fully and to the same extent as if this act had not 
been passed. 

B. The provisions of all acts or parts of acts which 
are repealed by this act, or are reenacted in this act, 
shall be considered as remaining continuously in force 
so far as concerns all rights vested and accrued; and 
liabilities, duties and obligations incurred under such 
provisions before the effective date of this act shall be · 
preserved or may be enforced as if this act had not been 
passed. 

C. The provisions of this act, as far as they are the 
same as those of existing laws, shall be construed as a 
continuation of such laws and not as new enactments. 
The repeal of any acts by this act shall not affect the 
corporate existence of any corporation heretofore cre
ated. Any person holding office under any act repealed 
by this act shall continue to hold such office until the 
expiration of the term thereof, subject to the conditions 
attached to such office prior to the passage of this act. 

Section 6. Fees.-Any prothonotary or recorder of 
deeds, and any State department, board, commission, or 
officer, shall be entitled to receive for services performed, 
as required by this act, such fees as are or may be law
£ ully charged for those or similar services. 

Section 7. Jurisdiction of Courts Not Limited.
This act shall not be deemed to curtail in any manner 
whatsoever the law or equity jurisdiction of the courts 
of this Commonwealth. 

Section 8. Severable Clause.-The provisions of this 
act are severable, and if any of its provisions shall be 
held unconstitutional, the decision of the court shall not 
affect or impair any of the remaining provisions of this 
act. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that 
this act would have been adopted had such unconstitu
tional provisions not been included herein. 

Section 9. Construction of References.-Whenever 
in this act reference is made to any act by title or other
wise, such reference shall be construed to apply to and 
include any codification wherein the provisions of the 
act referred to are substantially reenacted. 

Section 10. Notice of Meetings. - A. Whenev:er 
written notice is required to be given to any person 
under the provisions of this act or by the articles or by
laws of any nonprofit corporation, it may be given to 
such person either by sending a copy thereof through 
the mail, or by telegram, charges prepaid, to his address 
appearing on the books of the corporation or supplied 
by him to the corporation for the purpose of notice. 
If the notice is sent by mail or by telegraph, it shall be 
deemed to have been given to the person entitled thereto 
when deposited in the United States mail or with a tele
graph office for transmission to such person. Such notice 
shall specify the place, day and hour of the meeting and, 
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in the case of a special meeting, the general nature of the 
business to be transacted. 

B. Whenever any written notice is required to be 
given under the provisions of this act or the articles or 
by-laws of any corporation, a waiver thereof in writing 
signed by the person or persons entitled to such notice, 
whether before or after the time stated therein, shall be 
deemed equivalent to the giving of such notice. Except 
in the case of a special meeting, neither the business to 
be transacted at nor the purpose of the meeting need be 
specified in the waiver of notice of such meeting. 
. C. Attendance of a person either in person or by 
proxy, if the by-laws permit voting by proxy, at any 
meeting shall constitute a waiver of notice of such meet
ing, except where a person attends a meeting for the ex
press purpose of objecting to the transaction of any busi
ness because the meeting was not lawfully called or 
convened. 

Section 11. Effect of Filing or Recording Papers Re· 
quired to Be Filed.-The filing or recording of the ar
ticles, or of any other papers or documents, pursuant to 
the provisions of this act, is required for the purpose 
of affording all persons the opportunity of acquiring 
knowledge of the contents thereof, but no person dealing 
with the corporation shall be charged with constructive 
notice of the contents of any such articles, papers or 
documents by reason of such filing or recording. 

ARTICLE II 

FORMATION OF NONPROFIT CORPORATIONS 

Section 201. Purpose of Incorporation and Qualifi
cation of Incorporators.-Five or more natural persons 
of full age and of either sex, married or single, at least 
three of whom are residents of the Commonwealth and 
citizens of the United States, its territories or posses
sions, may form a nonprofit corporation under the pro
visions of this act for any purpose or purposes which 
are lawful and not injurious to the community. 

Section 202. The Corporate Name. - A. The cor
porate name may be in any language, but must be ex
pressed in English letters or characters. The corporate 
name shall not imply that the corporation is an adminis
trative agency of the Commonwealth, or of the United 
States, or is subject to the supervision of the Depart
ment of Banking or of the Insurance Department, and 
shall not contain the word "bank," "banking," "bank
er," "savings,"" trust,"" deposit," "insurance," "mu
tual," "assurance," "indemnity," "casualty," "fidu
ciary," "benefit," "beneficial," "benevolent," "public 
service," "building and loan," "surety," "security," 
"guaranty," "guarantee," ''co-operative," ''State," 
"Commonwealth," "National," "Federal" or "United 
States." 

297 



LAW8 OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

B. The corporate name shall not be the same as, or 
deceptively similar to, 

(1) 'l'he name of any other domestic corporation, 
or of any foreign corporation authorized to do business 
in this Commonwealth, or the name of any unincorpo
rated body whatsoever, voluntarily registered with the 
Department of State under any act of Assembly, unless 
such other domestic or foreign corporation or unincor
porated body is about to change its name, or to cease 
to do business, or is being wound up, or such foreign 
corporation is about to withdraw from doing business in 
this Commonwealth, and the written consent of such 
other domestic or foreign corporation or unincorporated 
body to the adoption of its name, or a deceptively sim
ilar name, has been given and is :filed with the applica
tion to the Department of State for the registration of 
the name: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to refer or apply to any assumed or 
:fictitious name required by law to be filed with the De
partment of State. 

(2) The name of any administrative department, 
board, or commission, or other agency of the Common
wealth. 

(3) A name the exclusive right to which is, at the 
time, reserved by any other corporation whatsoever in 
the manner provided in this act or any other act of .AB
sembly. 

C. Nothing in this act shall abrogate or limit the 
law as to unfair competition or unfair practices, nor der
ogate from the common law, the principles of equity, 
or the statutes of this Commonwealth with respect to the 
right to acquire and protect trad!;l names. 

D. The assumption of a name in violation of this 
section shall not vitiate or otherwise affect the corporate 
existence, but the court of common pleas of Dauphin 
County may, upon the application of the Attorney Gen
eral 11.cting on his own motion or at the instance of any 
administrative department, board, or commission of the 
Commonwealth, and the court of common pleas of any 
county having jurisdiction over the corporation may, 
upon the application of any person, unincorporated as
sociation, or corporation adversely affected, enjoin the 
corporation from using or continuing to use a name as
sumed in violation of this section. 

Section 203. Articles of Incorporation.-Articles of 
incorporation shall be signed by each of the incorpo
rators, and acknowledged by at least three of them be
fore any officer within or without this Commonwealth 
authorized to take acknowledgments, and shall set forth, 
in the Engli!!!h language: 

(1) The name of the proposed corporation, unless 
the name is in a foreign language, in which case it shall 
be set forth in English letters or characters. 
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(~) The location and post-office address of its initial 
registered office in this Commonwealth. 

(3) A precise and accurate statement of the purpose 
or purposes for which it is to be formed, and that it 
is a corporation which does not contemplate pecuniary 
gain or profit, incidental or otherwise, to its members. 

( 4) The term for which it is to exist, which may be 
perpetual. 

(5) The name, place of residence, and post-office ad
dress of each of the incorporators. 

(6) The names and addresses of three or more per
sons who are to act as directors until the election of their 
successors, and who may be given such titles as may be 
deemed appropriate, but who shall be subject to all of 
the provisions of this act relating to directors. The num
ber of persons so named shall constitute the number of 
directors of the corporation until changed by the by
laws. 

(7) A statement whether the corporation is to be or
ganized upon a nonstock basis or a stock share basis, 
and the aggregate number of shares, if any, which the 
corporation shall have authority to issue and the par 
value of each of the shares. 

(8) The amount of assets, classified as to real and 
personal property, which the corporation will have to 
start its corporate functions. If the corporation is au
thorized to issue shares, the amount which has been 
paid in cash therefor to the treasurer of the intended 
corporation, and the name and residence of the treasurer. 

(9) Any lawful provision desired for the regulation 
of the affairs of the corporation, including restrictions 
upon the power to amend all or any part of the articles. 

The authorized number and qualifications of its mem
bers, the different classes of membership, if any, the 
property, voting and other rights and privileges of each 
class of membership, and the liability of each class or all 
classes to dues or assessments, and the method of col
lection thereof, may be set forth either in the articles 
or in the by-laws. 

Section 204. Registration of Corporate Name.-The 
incorporators shall make application to the Department 
of State for the registration of the proposed corporate 
name. The application shall set forth the name which 
the incorporators desire to use and the address of the 
proposed registered office of the corporation. If the 
Department of State finds that the proposed name is 
available for corporate use, the department shall register 
the name, and shall issue to the incorporators a certifi
cate that the proposed name has been duly registered. 
If the proposed name is not available for corporate use, 
the department shall refuse to register such name, and 
shall forthwith notify the incorporators of this fact. 
Upon application of any party interested, either for or 
against the granting of the proposed chartrr, the de-
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partment shall include. in any certificate issued by it 
under this section any information desired as to the 
names registered with the department. The Department 
of State shall keep a properly indexed record of the 
registrations and cancellations of registrations provided 
for in this act. 

Sec.tion 205. Articles and Certificate to Be Filed with 
the Prothonotary.-The articles, together with the cer- · 
tificate from the Department of State relating to the reg
istration of the proposed corporate name, shall be filed 
by the incorporators in the office of the prothonotary of 
the court of common pleas of the county wherein the 
registered office of the proposed corporation is to be lo
cated. The articles and the certificate shall remain on 
file in the office of the prothonotary at least three days 
prior to the day the application for a charter will be 
made to the court, as hereinafter provided, and shall be 
open to the inspection of the public during the business 
hours of such office. 

Section 206. Advertisement.-The incorporators shall 
advertise their intention to apply to the court for a 
charter one time in two newspapers published in the 
English language, one of which shall be a newspaper of 
general circulation, and the other the legal newspaper, 
if any, designated by the rules of court for the publi
cation of legal notices ; otherwise, in two newspapers of 
general circulation printed in the county in which the 
initial registered office of the corporation is to be located. 
Where there is but one newspaper of general circulation 
published in any county, advertisement in such news
paper shall be sufficient. Advertisements shall appear 
at least three days prior to the day fixed for the pres
entation of the application to the court, and shall set 
forth briefly : 

(1) The name of the proposed corporation. 
(2) A statement that the proposed corporation is to 

be organized under the provisions of this act. 
(3) The purpose or purposes of the proposed cor

poration. 
( 4) A statement that the articles of incorporation 

have been filed in the office of the prothonotary, and the 
time when the application will be made to the court. 

Section 207. Court to Decree or Refuse Incorpora
tion.-On the day specified in the advertisement, or as 
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, the incor
porators shall present an application for a charter to the 
court, and shall present to the court the articles of in
corporation, proof of the advertisement required by the 
preceding section, and the certificate of the Department 
of State pertaining to the registration of the corporate 
name. The court shall consider the application. It may 
hear evidence, if any there be, on behalf of the appli
cants and against the application, or it may refer the 
application to a master to make report as to the pro-
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priety of granting the application. In such case, upon 
the filing of the master's report, the court shall grant 
the applicants and protestants a hearing, if exceptions 
are filed by either of them. If the court shall :find the 
articles to be in proper form and within the provisions 
of this act, and the purpose or purposes given in the 
articles to be lawful and not injurious to the community, 
the court shall so certify on the articles, and shall order 
and decree thereon that the articles are approved and 
that, upon the recording of the articles and the order, 
the corporation shall come into existence for the purpose 
or purposes and upon the terms stated therein ; other
wise, the court shall refuse the application for a charter. 

Section 208. Recording of Articles a Condition Prec
edent to Corporate Existence. - After the court shall 
have approved the articles of incorporation, as required 
by the preceding section, the prothonotary shall trans
mit the articles approved by the court to the office of 
the recorder of deeds of the county, where they shall 
be recorded. Upon the recording of the articles, the 
corporate existence shall begin, and thenceforth the in
corporators, their associates and successors, shall be a 
corporation. The articles, upon being recorded, shall 
constitute the charter of the corporation, and shall be 
returned to the prothonotary, who shall retain and file 
them as part of the records of the court, and who shall 
issue a certified copy thereof to the incorporators or 
their representative. Certified copies of the articles so 
recorded shall be competent evidence for all purposes 
in the courts of this Commonwealth. No corporation 
formed under this act shall incur any debts or begin 
the transaction of any business, except such as is inci
dental to its organization or to the obtaining of sub
scriptions to membership, until its articles have been 
recorded in the office of the recorder of deeds. If the 
corporation has transacted any business in violation of 
this section, the officers who participated therein and the 
directors, except those who dissented therefrom and 
caused their dissent to be filed at the time in the pro
posed registered office of the corporation, or who, being 
absent, so filed their dissent upon learning of the action, 
shall be severally liable for the debts or liabilities of the 
corporation arising therefrom. 

Section 209. Validity and Effeetiveness of the Ar
ticles. - The articles of incorporation, approved by a 
judge and recorded by the recorder of deeds, shall be 
conclusive evidence of the fact that the corporation has 
been incorporated. but proceedings may be jnstituted by 
the Commonwealth to dissolve, wind up and terminate 
a corporation which should not have been formed under 
this act or which lrns been formed without a substantial 
compliance with the conditfom• prescribed in this act as 
precedent to incorporation. 
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Section 210. Prothonotary to Make Monthly Report 
to Department of State. - The prothonotary of each 
court of common pleas shall, on or before the tenth day 
of each month, report to the Department of State the 
name, the address of the registered office, and the date 
of incorporation of each nonprofit corporation ini:iorpo
rated by the court during the preceding month, and for 
so doing shall receive a fee of one dollar ($1.00) from 
each corporation, which shall be taxed as part of the 
prothonotary's filing fee. The Department of State shall 
note after the registered name of each corporation the 
date of its incorporation. If any incorporators shall 
have registered a name with the department, and the 
corporation is not formed within six months from the 
date of such registration, the department shall cancel 
the registration of such name. 

Section 211. Special Procedure for Incorporation of 
Educational Institutions Desiring to Confer Degrees.
A. In the case of the incorporation of a college, uni
versity, or theological seminary as a nonprofit corpora
tion, with power to confer degrees in art, pure and ap
plied science, philosophy, literature, law, medicine, and 
theology, or any of them, the articles of incorporation 
shall, in addition to the information heretofore required 
by this article, and in conformity with the requirements 
and limitations contained in the following article, set 
forth: 

(1) The amount of assets in the possession of the in
corporators which are to be devoted to the purpose of 
establishing and conducting the college, university, or 
theological seminary. 

(2) The minimum number of persons whom it is 
intended to employ regularly as members of the faculty 
of the corporation. 

(3) A brief statement of the requirements for ad
mission to, and of the course or courses of study to be 
pursued in, the institution. 

( 4) The information her~inafter required by this 
article in the case of corporations formed to carry out 
the directions or purposes of a trust instrument, if the 
corporation is being formed under such circumstances. 

B. When the articles and other papers are presented 
to the court for approval, the conrt shall examine them. 
If they are found to be in proper form and in conform
ity with the provisions of this act and shall appear 
lawful and not injurious to the community, the court 
shall so certify thereon. The court shall then direct the 
prothonotary or clerk of the court to transmit to the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction the articles. The 
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall, within sixty 
<lays after the receipt of the articles, cause the State 
Council of Education to be eonvened, at such time and 
place as he may designate. Thereupon, the council shall 
consider the articles and shall make such investigation~ 
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and hold such hearings as it may deem necessary in 
the premises. If the courses of instruction, the stand
ards of admission to the institution, and the composition 
of the faculty shall appear to be sufficient and to con
form to the requirements hereinafter prescribed in this 
act for such institutions, and if the educational needs 
of the particular locality in which the institution is to 
be situated and of the Commonwealth at large are likely 
to be furthered by the granting of the charter, the coun
cil shall endorse upon the articles its findings and its 
approval of the same, together with a recommendation 
to the court before which the articles were originally 
presented that the application for a charter be granted. 
If in the judgment of the council the application for a 
charter should not be granted, the council shall endorse 
upon the articles its findings and its disapproval, to
gether with a recommendation to the court that the ap
plication be refused. Thereupon, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction shall return the articles to the court, 
which, in passing finally upon the application, shall be 
guided in its decree by the findings of the council. If 
the court, after giving consideration to the approval of 
the council, shall be satisfied with the propriety of the 
application for a charter, in view of all the facts, it 
shall approve the application, but if the council has dis
approved the application, the court shall refuse to ap
prove the application. The court in no ease shall have 
power to grant a charter to a college, university, or theo
logical seminary, with power to confer degrees, until the 
application has been approved by the State Council of 
Education. 

Section 212. Special Procedure for Incorporation of 
Certain Charitable and Eleemosynary Institutions. -
Whenever article~ of incorporation for the incorporation 
of a nonsectaria11 hospital or other nonsectarian chari
table or eleemosynary institution or society, in which in
digent persons are treated or are to be treated or main
tained, are filed with the prothonotary, he shall forth
with transmit the articles to the Department of Welfare 
of the Commonwealth. Thereupon, the department shall 
make a thorough investigation as to the need for such 
a corporation in tile community wherein the work of 
the corporation is to be carried on, and, within sixty 
days, shall certify upon the articles whether or not the 
needs of the community wherein the work of the cor
poration is to be carried on require the incorporation of 
such hospital, institution or society, and the reasons for 
its conclusion. The court shall not approve such appli
cation unless and until the articles are returned by the 
department, and unless the department shall certify 
that the incorporation of such hospital, charitable or 
eleemosynary institution or society is required by the 
needs of the community in which its work is to be car-
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ried on. The certification of the department as to such 
necessity shall be conclusive upon the court. 

Section 213. Corporations for the Execution of Trust 
Instruments.-Whenever the terms of a trust instru
ment shall direct designated trustees to form a nonprofit 
corporation for the purpose of carrying out the intents 
and purposes of the trust instrument, or whenever the 
trustees of a trust instrument shall deem it advisable to 
incorporate to carry out the intents and purposes of the 
trust instrument, the articles of incorporation filed for 
this purpose shall, in addition to the information here
tofore required by this article, set forth : 

(1) The general terms and provfaions of the trust 
instrument as the purpose or purposes of the corpora
tion. 

(2) The nature and value of the trust property. 
(3) The number of persons who shall constitute the 

permanent board of directors, the qualifications of the 
directors, the length of time for which the directors are 
authorized to act after election and appointment, the 
mode in which their successors shall be elected or ap
pointed, and the manner in which vacancies shall be 
filled, as prescribed by the trust instrument. 

( 4) Such other provisions of an organic nature as 
may be necessary to carry out the intent of the donor 
or testator. 

When the articles are presented to the court, they 
shall have attached thereto a verified copy of each trust 
instrument relating to the trust for the carrying out of 
which the nonprofit corporation is being formed. 

Section 214. Religious Corporations.-In the case of 
the incorporation of any church or religious congrega
tion, the articles of incorporation may, in addition to 
the information heretofore required by this article, con
tain all or any one of the following: 

(1) A provision that the church or congregation ac
knowledges itself to be a member of and to belong to a 
specific church or religious denomination, and that, as 
such, it accedes to, recognizes and adopts the constitu
tion, canons or ecclesiastical laws, doctrines, discipline 
and worship of such specified church or religious de
nomination in the United States, and the constitution 
and canons or ecclesiastical laws of the diocese or district 
of such church or religious denomination embracing the 
whole or a part of the C-Ommonwealth with which the 
particular church or congregation is or expects to be 
connected. 

(2) A provision that the rector or minister chosen 
by such corporation to take charge of the religious serv· 
ices by it maintained shall, during his continuance in 
the office of rector or minister, be ex officio president of 
the board of directors. 

(3) A provision that the church or religious denomi
nation is chartered for the further collateral purpose 
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of conducting a public burial ground or cemetery not 
for profit, other than is necessary for the proper ma.in
tenance of the burial ground or cemetery. 

Section 215. Young Men's Christian Associations.
In the case of the incorporation of a Young Men's Ohris
tian Association, the articles of incorporation shall,. in 
addition to the information heretofore required by this 
article, set for th : 

(1) The names and addresses of at least six trustees 
(in addition to the names of the directors) who, together 
with the president of the association, shall :form a board 
of trustees having the powers and duties hereinafter 
expressly prescribed by this act. 

(2) A statement that the proposed corporation is for 
the improvement of the spiritual, mental, social and 
physical condition of young men, by the support and 
maintenance of lecture rooms, libraries, reading rooms, 
religious and social meetings, gymnasiums, and such 
other means and services as may conduce to the accom
plishment of that object, according to the general rules 
and regulations of the State Young Men's Christian 
Association of Pennsylvania. 

Section 216. Cemetery and Burial Companies.-In 
the case of the incorporation of a cemetery or burial 
company as a nonprofit corporation, the articles of in
corporation shall, in addition to the information hereto
fore required by this article, contain a provision that a 
sum equal to at least one-tenth of the gross amount of 
the funds arising from the sale of lots in the burial 
ground or cemetery of the company shall be set apart 
for the perpetual care and preservation of the grounds 
and the repair and renewal of the buildings and prop
erty of such company; and that such sum shall be in
vested by the board of directors in investments similar 
to those constituted as legal investments for trustees, 
under the laws of this Commonwealth; and that the 
income arising therefrom shall be applied by the board 
of directors to the above purposes. 

Section 217. Unincorporated Associations. - In the 
case of the incorporation of an unincorporated associa
tion, society, league or club as a nonprofit corporation, 
the articles of incorporation, when presented to the court 
shall, in addition to the other papers heretofore required 
in this article, have attached thereto a copy of the con
stitution and by-laws of the association, and an affidavit 
of at least three of the incorporators, stating: 

(1) That the purpose or purposes set forth in the 
articles are the same as those of the unincorporated as
sociation. 

(2) That the incorporators constitute a majority of 
the members of a committee authorized to incorporate 
such association, society, league or club by the requisite 
vote required by the organic law of the association, so-
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eiety, league or club for the amendment of such organic 
law. 

.ARTICLE III 
CORPORATE POWERS, DUTIES AND SAFEGUARDS 

Section 301. Corporate Capacity and Authority.-.A 
nonprofit corporation shall have the capacity to act pos
sessed by natural persons, but shall have authority to 
perform only such acts as are necessary or proper to 
accomplish the purpose of purposes for which it is or
ganized and which are not repugnant to law. 

Section 302. General Powers.-Subject to the limita
tions and restrictions contained in this act or in its 
articles, every nonpro:fit corporation shall have power: 

(1) To continue as a corporation for the time spec
ified in its articles, subject to the power of the General 
.Assembly under the Constitution of this Commonwealth. 

(2) To sue and be sued, complain and defend, in its 
corporate name. 

(3) To have a corporate seal, which may be altered 
at pleasure, and to use the same by causing it or a fac
simile thereof to be impressed or affixed or in any man
ner reproduced. 

( 4) To purchase, take, receive, lease as lessee, take 
by gift, devise or bequest, or otherwise acquire, and to 
OWI'l., hold,· use, and otherwise deal with any real or 
personal property, or any interest therein, situated in 
or out of this Commonwealth, which may be appropriate 
to enable it to accomplish fully and properly its corpo
rate purpose or purposes. 

(5) To sell and convey, lease as lessor, and other
wise dispose of all or any part of its property and assets. 

( 6) To borrow money for any or all of the purposes 
for which it is organized, to issue its promissory notes, 
bonds, or other forms of certificates of indebtedness, for 
the repayment thereof, with interest, and to secure any 
of its obligations by mortgage, pledge, or deed of trust 
of or on any of its property, franchises and income. 

(7) To elect or appoint and remove officers and 
agents of the corporation, and to define their duties and 
fix their compensation. 

(8) To make, alter, amend, and repeal by-laws, not 
inconsistent with its articles or with law, for the admin
istration and regulation of its affairs. 

(9) To enter into any obligation necessary for the 
transaction of its ordinary affairs. 

(10) To purchase, take by gift, devise or bequest, or 
otherwise acquire, and to hold shares of stock, or bonds, 
securities, or evidences of indebtedness issued or created 
by any other corporation or corporations of this or any 
other state, and, while the owner thereof, to exercise all 
the rights, powers and privileges of ownership, includ
ing the right to vote thereon: Provided, however, That 
su~h ownPrship of i;nch shares, securities, or evidences of 
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indebtedness does not result in pecuniary profit or gain 
to the members of the nonprofit corporation. 

(11) To have and exercise all of the powers and 
means necessary or essential to effect the purpose or pur
poses for which the corporation is organized. 

(12) To dissolve and wind up. 
The powers herein enumerated shall not be construed 

as limiting or enlarging the grant of authority herein
before made by this article, or as a limitation on the 
purposes for which a corporation may be organized. It 
shall not be necessary to set forth any of such enumer
ated powers in the articles of the corporation. Except 
as otherwise provided in this act or in the articles or 
in the by-laws, the powers herein enumerated shall be 
exercised by the board of directors. 

Section 303. Defense of Ultra Vires.-A. No limita
tion upon the business, purpose or purposes, or powers 
of a nonprofit corporation, expressed or implied in its 
articles or implied by law, shall be asserted in order to 
defend any action at law or in equity between the cor
poration and a third person, or between a member and a 
third person, involving any contract to which the cor
poration is a party or any right of property or any 
alleged liability of whatsoever nature; but such limita
tion may be asserted : 

(1) In an action by a member against the corpora
tion to enjoin the doing of unauthorized acts or the trans
action or continuation of unauthorized business. If the 
unauthorized acts or the business sought to be enjoined 
are being transacted pursuant to any contract to which 
the corporation is a party, the court may, if all of the 
parties to the contract are parties to the suit, and if it 
deems the same to be equitable, set aside and enjoin the 
performance of such contract, and in so doing shall 
allow to the corporation, or the other parties, as the 
case may be, compensation for the loss or damage sus
tained by either of them, which may result from the 
action of the court in setting aside and enjoining the 
performance of such contract, but anticipated profits to 
be derived from the performance of the contract shall 
not be awarded by the court as a loss or damage sus
tained. 

(2) In an action at law or in equity by the corpora
tion, whether acting through a receiver, trustee, or other 
legal representative, or through members in a represent
ative suit, against the officers or directors of the corpo
ration for exceeding their authority. 

(3) In a proceeding by the Commonwealth, as au
thorized by law, to dissolve the corporation, or in a 
proceeding by the Commonwealth to enjoin the corpora
tion from the transaction of unauthorized or unlawful 
business. 

B. No conveyance or transfer by or to a corporation 
of property, real or personal, of any kind or descrip-

307 



308 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

tion, shall be invalid or fail because in making such 
conveyance or transfer, or in acquiring the property, 
real and personal, the board of directors or any of the 
officers of the corporation, acting within the scope of 
the actual or apparent authority given to them by the 
board of directors, have in so doing exceeded any of 
the corporation's purposes or powers. 

C. The provisions of this section shall extend to con
tracts and conveyances made by foreign corporations in 
this Commonwealth and to all conveyances by foreign 
corporations of real property situated in this Common
wealth. 

Section 304. Membership Certificates and Capital 
Stock.-A nonprofit corporation may be organized upon 
either a nonstock basis or upon a stock share basis, as 
set forth in its articles. A nonprofit corporation organ
ized upon a nom;tock basis shall not issue shares of 
stock, but membership in such corporation may be evi
denced by certificates of membership. Upon the face 
of each such certificate there shall be printed' in clear 
type a statement that the corporation is a nonprofit cor
poration. The shares of nonprofit corporations organ
ized upon a stock share plan shall be of such denomina· 
tions not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00), as 
the articles shall provide and shall be represented by 
share certificates. Upon the face of each share certificate 
there shall be printed in clear type a statement that the 
corporation is a nonprofit corporation. Unless the ar
ticles or by-laws otherwise provide, each share shall en
title the holder thereof to one vote. No dividends shall 
be directly paid on any such shares, nor shall the share
holders be entitled to any portion of the earnings of 
such corporation derived through increment of value 
upon its property, or otherwise incidentally made, but 
upon dissolution of any such corporation the share· 
holders shall be entitled to a pro rata distribution of the 
assets thereof, after the payment of all debts and the 
liquidation of all liabilities, based upon their several 
holdings therein, as represented by the shares standing 
in the names of such shareholders at the time of disso
lution, except that no property held subject to any trust 
shall be diverted from the purpose or object of the trust. 
Such shares shall not be transferable by assignment or 
sale, nor be transferred through legal heirs or devisees 
upon the death of the owner thereof, unless the by-laws 
of such corporation make express provision therefor. 
Such nonprofit corporation shall have power to exclude 
from further membership any shareholder who fails to 
comply with the reasonable and lawful requirements of 
the laws, rules and regulations duly made by such cor
poration for the government of its members, and may 
cancel the shares of any such offending member without 
liability for an accounting, excepting as may be pro
vided for in the articles or by-laws. The provisions of 
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the Uniform Stock Transfer .Act of this Commonwealth, 
approved the fifth day of May, one thousand nine hun
dred eleven (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred twenty-six), 
shall not be held to apply to the shares of nonprofit cor
porations in any manner or to be to any extent incon
sistent with the provisions of this act. 

Section 305. Members of Nonprofit Corporations 
Grouped in Local Units.-The articles or by-laws of a 
nonprofit corporation may provide that the members of 
the corporation, and those who thereafter become mem
bers, shall be grouped in local units formed upon the 
basis of territorial area, or such other basis as may be 
determined in the articles or by-laws, for the purpose of 
election of delegates or representatives to represent the 
members of such local units at any annual or special 
meeting of such corporation. 'l'he articles or by-laws 
may provide the territorial limits or other basis from or 
upon which each local unit is drawn or formed, to do 
all things necessary to insure the representation of the 
local unit at meetings of the corporation, and to provide 
the basis of representation and number of delegates to 
which the local unit is entitled, but each local unit shall 
be entitled to at least one delegate, and a delegate or 
delegates representing a local unit shall not have a 
greater number of votes than the total membershi:i;> of 
the local unit. The local units designated by the articles 
or by-laws of any such corporation may be incorporated 
under the laws of this Commonwealth by the members 
thereof, and shall have power to do all things necessary 
to give effect to this section. · 

Section 306. Authority to Take and Hold Trust Prop
erty; Investments.-Subject to any limitations or re
strictions contained in its articles, every nonprofit cor
poration formed for religious, educational, scientific, or 
charitable purposes, may, without limitations as to value, 
take, receive and hold such real ancl personal property, 
including the principal or interest of any money or other 
fund, as may be given, granted, conveyed, bequeathed, 
devised to, or otherwise vested in, such corporation in 
trust for the purpose or purposes set forth in its articles. 
Such real and personal property shall be faithfully and 
specifically used for or applied to the purpose or pur
poses for which it was given in trust to the corporation. 
The directors of the corporation shall, as trustees of 
such property, be held to the same degree of responsi
bility and accountability as if not incorporated, unless a 
less degree or a particular degree of responsibility and 
accountability is prescribed in the trust instrument, or 
unless the directors remain under the control of the 
members of the corporation who retain the right to di
rect, and do direct, the actions of the directors as to the 
use of the trust property from time to time. If the 
trust instrument by which the donor, grantor, or testator 
gave such property to the corporation in trust shall di-
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rect that only the income of the property shall be used 
for the accomplishment of the particular religious, edu
cational, scientific, or charitable purpose, the directors 
of the corporation may, unless otherwise specifically di
rected in the trust instrument, invest the property in 
investments which are designated as legal investments 
for trust funds under the laws of this Commonwealth, 
and such investments are hereby declared to be legal 
investments of such trust funds by the directors. The 
directors of the corporation shall keep accurate accounts 
of all trust funds, separate and apart from the other 
funds of the corporation, and shall, unless the terms of 
the particular trust instrument provide otherwise, make 
an annual report, signed by the treasurer, to the mem
bers of the corporation concerning the trust funds held 
under this section and the use made of such funds and 
of the income thereof. 

Section 307. Authority to .Acquire Property at a 
Judicial Sale.-A nonprofit corporation may, at any ju
dicial sale of any property upon which the corporation 
holds a mortgage or has a lien of any nature whatsoever, 
bid in such property if necessary for the protection of 
its interests. The corporation shall acquire a good and 
indefeasible title to any and all property so purchased, 
irrespective of any limitation as to the acquisition of 
property that may exist in its articles or in this act. 
All property so purchased may be held by the corpora
tion until such time as it shall believe it advisable to 
dispose of the same, except that such property shall be 
sold within twenty years from the time it was purchased 
at the judicial sale. It shall be lawful for the corpo
ration to sell the property upon such terms and for such 
consideration as it deems desirable. The corporation 
may sell such property, and convey a marketable title 
thereto, without the authorization or confirmation of 
any court. 

Section 308. Procedure to Borrow Money and to Ac
quire or Dispose of Real Estate.-Unless its articles or 
by-laws provide for the approval of another body, a 
nonprofit corporation shall not borrow money, or pur
chase, sell, lease away, or otherwise dispose of any real 
estate, unless and until a resolution authorizing the same 
shall have been approved by a majority of the members 
of the corporation at a regular or special meeting, duly 
convened upon proper notice of this purpose. A reso
lution of the members authorizing the borrowing of 
money need not specify the particular sums, rates of in
terest, or times of maturity of the loans, but such item!': 
may be agreed upon and authorized by the directors of 
the corporation. Every nonprofit corporation may mort
gage, sell, lease away, or otherwise dispose of any of its 
real estate without application to, and the authorization 
or confirmation of, any court, except in those cases where 
the Revised Price Act of one thousand nine hundred and 
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i:;eventeen, approved the seventh day of June, one thou
sand nine hundred seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, three 
hundred eighty-eight), and its amendments and supple
ments, confers jurisdiction upon the orphans' court or 
the court of common pleas of a particular county to 
authorize or confirm the selling, leasing, conveying up.on 
ground rent, or mortgaging of real eBtate by a corpora
tion. All proceeds derived by a nonprofit corporation 
from any loan, sale, lease, ground rent, or mortgage, 
shall be faithfully and specifically used for or applied 
to the lawful activities of the corporation, and in case 
such proceeds are derived from any real estate subject 
to a trust, the trust shall be impinged upon such pro
ceeds. 

Section 309. Transaction of Business. -Any non
profit corporation, the lawful activities of which require 
the receipt and payment of money, including among 
other things the charging of admission fees, tuition ·or 
other school fees, and fees for the handiwork of members 
of the corporation, shall have the right and power to 
receive and collect such moneys to. the extent necessary 
for the accomplishment of the purpose or purposes for 
which it is organized, and, in so doing, may make an 
incidental profit. .All moneys so received or collected by 
any nonprofit corporation shall be applied to the main
tenance and operation or the furtherance of the lawful 
activities of the corporation, and in no case shall such 
moneys be divided or distributed in any manner what
soever among the members of the qorporation. 

Section 310. Appointment and Powers of Policemen. 
-Any nonprofit corporation maintaining any buildings 
or grounds open to the public, or organized for the pre
vention of cruelty to children and aged persons, may 
apply to any judge of the court of common pleas of the 
county within which the property of such corporation is 
situated for the appointment of such persons as the 
corporation may designate to act as policemen for the 
corporation. The court, upon such application, may 
order and decree such persons, or as many of them as 
it may deem proper and necessary, to be such policemen. 
Every policeman so appointed shall, before entering 
upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe the oath 
required by the seventh article of the Constitution, be
fore the recorder of deeds of the county in which it is 
intended that such policeman shall act. Such oath, to
gether with the decree and order of the court, shall be 
reaorded by the recorder of deeds of such county. Such 
policemen, so appointed, shall severally possess and 
exercise all the powers of constables in this Common
wealth, in and upon, and in the immediate and adjacent 
vieinity of, the. property of the corporation. Policemen 
so appointed: for a corporation organized for thtl pre
vention of cruelty to aged per.soil.EI and children ahall 
severally possess and exercise all the powers of constables 
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in any county in which they may be directed by the cor
poration to act, and are hereby authorized to arrest per
sons £or the commission of any offense of cruelty to 
children or aged persons. The keepers of jails, lockups, 
station houses, or houses 0£ detention in any· 'County of 
this Commonwealth shall receive all persons arrested by 
such policemen for purposes of detention until they are 
dealt with according to law. Every policeman, when on 
duty, shall wear a metallic shield with the words '' spe
cial officer'' and the name of the corporation for which 
appointed inscribed thereon. The compensation of such 
policemen. shall be paid by the corporation for which the 
polioemen are respectively appointed, as may be agt'eed 
upon between the corporation and such policemen. 
When any corporation shall no longer require the serv
ices of any policeman, it shall file a notice to that effect, 
under its corporate seal. in the office of the recordet ()f 
deeds where the court decree and order of appointment 
of ·such policeman is recorded. The recorder of deeds 
shall note this information upon the margin of the rec
ord where the · ~urt decree and order is recorded, and 
thereupon the power of such policeman shall cease and 
be determined. It shall be the duty of the recorder of 
deeds to notify the clerk of the court by which such 
policeman was appointed of the termination of such 
appointment. 1 

• 

Section 311. Adoption and Enforcement of Rules 
and Regulations by Certain Corporations.-Any non
profit corporation maintaining buildings or grounds open 
to the public shall have the power to adopt, promulgate, 
and enforce such lawful rules and regulations as shall be 
needful to maintain peace and order on or in• such 
grounds and buildings, and· to secure the safety · ahd 
protection of the property of the corporation. 1 'Any 
person violating any of the rules or regulations so adopt
ed or promulgated shall, upon conviction thereof in·a 
summary proceeding before a justice of the peace, alder
man, or magistrate, be sentenced to pay a fine of not 
more than ten dollars ($10.00), together with the costs 
of prosecution, and, in default of the payment of the 
fine and costs, to undergo imprisonment for not· more 
than ten days. 

Section 312. Requirements of Educational Institu
tions Desiring to Confer Degrees.-A. No college, uni
versity, or theological seminary shall be incorporated 
under this act, with power to confer degrees in art, pure 
and applied science, philosophy, literature, law, medi
cine, and theology, or any of them, unless it has--

(1) .A. minimum protective endowment of at least 
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), beyond all 
indebtedness and assets invested in buildin_gg and ·ap
paratu11 for the exclusive purpose of pl'omotmg instruc
tion, except that in the case of tax-supp&rted iutitu
tions, or those maintained by religious or other or~niza.-
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tions, :financial support or contributed services equivalent 
in value to the endowment herein specified may be sub
stj.tuted for such endowment. 

(2) A :faculty consisting of at least eight regular 
professqrs who devote all their time to the instruction 
of its c"ollege or university classes, unless the college is 
devoted to a specific subject in art, archreology, litera
ture, or science (medical and law schools excepted), in 
which case the faculty shall consist of a.t least three 
regular professors who devote all their time to the in
struction in the special branch for :Which the college is 
established, and two or more instructors or fellows in 
the. particular branch, who shall be provided to assist 
in the. instruction to be given the students for the pro
motion of original investigation and in the development 
and growth of the special branch of science to which 
such college may be devoted. . 

B. A college, university, or theological seminary in
corporated under this act, with the power to confer 
degrees, shall have power to confer baccalaureate de
grees in art, science, philosophy, or literature only upon 
students who have completed a college or university 
course covering four years. The standard of admission 
to these four-year courses, or to advanced classes in 
these courses, shall be not less th~n four years of aca
demic or high school preparation, or its equivalent, and 
shall be. subject to the approval of the State Council of 
Education. 

C. Any . educational corporation formed under this 
act with the power to confer degrees, as .aforesaid, shall 
be subject to visitation and insppction by representa
thres of the State Council of Education. If any such 
corporation shall fail to keep up the standards required 
by this act, the court shall, upon the rl')commendation of 
the .State Council of Education, r~voke the power to 
confer degrees. 

Section 313. Vesting of Corporate Property in Trus
tees to Escape Liability for Debts.-.Any corporation 
for charitable uses owning any property dedicated to 
religious or charitaple purposes, such as churches, school
houses, parsonages, hospitals, almshouses, and the like, 
may, for the purpose of protecting such property from 
liability to debt thereafter contracted on the part of 
the corporation, vest its property in trU&tees upon trust 
for the use of the congregation or members of the cor
poration, for the time being, as places of worship, or for 
the 11Se as sQhoolhouses or residences for ministers or 
pastors, or for the maintenance of any charity. When 
the trustees shall be so vest.ad by deeds duly recorded, 
the :property so conveyed, as long as it is used for the 
purposes above mentioned and is not used for any 
secular purpose or for a pru:pos!J from which p,rotl~ are 
derived, shall not be liable to any debt.a, coRtracta or 
engagements of the corporation thereafter made or en-
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tered into, but shall ba deemed and taken to be freed 
therefrom in the same manner and with like effect as if 
the same had been conveyed or devised to the trustees 
by a stranger in trust for the uses of the corporation, 
but so that the same shall not be liable for their debts, 
contracts or engagements, or to their control for any pur
poses other than for the uses of the same as places of 
worship, or as free schools or schools from which no 
pecuniary profits are derived, or as residences for min
isters or pastors, or for the maintenance of the chari
table purpose for which it was dedicated or intended by 
the donors or contributors. .A.11 trustees and officers of 
corporations having the management of property for 
charitable uses which is held in trust as aforesaid, con
tracting debts or causing them to be contracted in the 
improvement of the property by building thereon, shall 
be personally liable for the debts thus contracted, unless 
they shall have notified the persons with whom the con
tract is made that the property is not liable for the debts, 
contracted in building thereon, but there shall be no 
liability to anyone other than persons with whom such 
contracts are made by the corporation. 

Section 314. Exhibition Corporations Granted Power 
of Eminent Domain.-.A. nonprofit corporation formed 
for the purpose of educating the general public by ex
hibiting artistic, mechanical, agricultural and horticul
tural products, and providing public instruction in the 
arts and sciences, shall, in addition to the general powers 
conferred on nonprofit corporations by this act, have 
the right to enter upon, take and occupy such public 
lands, property and easements as may be required from 
time to time for its corporate purpose. The taking of 
such public lands for the erection and maintenance 
thereon of buildings or other structures for the public 
exposition of manufactured articles, agricultural prod
ucts, minerals, and all articles pertaining to the arts 
and sciences, and providing public instruction in the 
arts and sciences, by the exercise of eminent domain, is 
hereby declared to be a taking of land for public use. 
Such corporations shall not exercise the right of eminent 
domain as to any burying ground, passenger railroad 
station-house, nor as to any street, alley, highway, wharf 
landing, or other property of any incorporated city, 
town, or borough, without the consent of its councils first 
had to such appropriation, by ordinance duly paased 
and approved; nor shall such right in any event be 
exercised as to any tide-water wharf, nor as to any part 
of any other public wharf or river landing which has 
been heretofore graded and paved by the municipality, 
and if not so graded and paved, such wharf or river 
landing may be appropriated as herein provided, any 
limitation of use thereof by the municipality by dona
tion, dedication, appropriation, statute, or otherwise, to 
the contrary notwithstanding. In the exercise of the 
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power of eminent domain, the corporation shall follow 
the procedure prescribed by law for the exercise of 
such power by corporations. 

Section 315. Burial and Cemetery Companies; 
Churches with Burial Grounds.-A. Every nonprofit 
corporation formed for the purpose of conducting or 
maintaining a public or private cemetery, and every 
religious corporation authorized by its articles to main
tain a burial ground, shall set aside annually a sum 
equal to at least one-tenth of the gross amount of the 
funds arising from the sale of lots in such burial ground 
or cemetery for the perpetual care and preservation of 
the grounds and the repair and renewal of the buildings 
and property connected with and forming a part of the 
burial ground or cemetery. 

B. Every such corporation may take, receive, hold 
and administer any grant, donation or bequest of prop
erty in trust for the embellishment of the burial ground 
or cemetery, or for the erection, repair, preservation or 
renewal of any tomb, monument, gravestone, fence, rail
ing or other like structure, or for the planting and 
cultivation of trees, shrubs, :flowers, or plants in or 
around any cemetery lot or for improving such premises 
in any manner or form consistent with the design and 
purpose of the corporation, according to the terms of 
such grant, donation or bequest. 

C. The directors of any such corporation are hereby 
made trustees of any such funds so received or set aside, 

1 and neither such funds nor the income derived there
from shall be used by such trustees for any purpose 
other than the purpose for which the same were set 
aside, donated, bequeathed, or otherwise acquired. It 
shall be the duty of the directors of such corporation to 
invest such funds in investments which are designated 
as legal investments for trustees under the laws of this 
Comm(l)nwealth, and to use the income derived from 
such investments for the purpose of caring for, pre
serving and maintaining such burial ground or ceme
tery, or any other purpose which may be specified by 
the grantor or donor. The directors of any such cor
poration shall cause accurate accounts to be kept of 
such trust funds separate and apart from the other 

' funds of the corporation, and shall make an annual re
port, signed by the treasurer, to the members of the cor
poration and other interested parties, concerning the in
vestment of the trust funds and the use made of the 
income derived from such investments. The amount of 
such funds shown by such report to be in the hands of 
the directors shall be final and conclusive in favor of and 
against all parties in interest, unless appropriate action 
is brought in the proper courts of this Commonwealth 
against the trustees within fifteen days after the regular 
meeting of the corporation at which such report is sub
mitted. The directors of any such corporation shall file 
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annually, in tha court of quarter sessions of the county 
where the charter of the corporation was granted, a 
boJ;Ld, with surety or sureties to be approved by such 
court, in the full amount of any funds set aside or held 
in trust by such directors under authority of subsec
tions A. and 'B of this section, but the first bond filed 
by the directors covering funds set aside under sub
section A. of this section shall be filed one year after the 
date when the corporation came into existence. The 
court of quarter sessions of such county shall, upon pe
tition of any p~rson related. by blood or marriage to any 
person who has donated or bequeathed funds to any 
such corporation for the care, preservation, or mainte
nance 'of the burial ground or cemetery, or to one who 
has purchased a lot therein for the burial of the dead 
or of the donors or purchasers themselves, shall have 
th'e' right to compel the directors of the corporation to 
file' any bond herein provided for, in the e'V'ent of the 
failure of the directors to file the same on or before the 
first Monday of July of any year. 

D. A'tJi such corporation may permit the burial of 
the dead within a burial ground or cemetery free of 
charge, or may sell lots in such burial ground or ceme
tery for the purpose of the burial of the dead, at such 
prices as shall not. produce a profit other than is neces
sary f~r the proper maintenance of such burial group.d 
or cemetery1 and convey the .same to the purchasers by 
conveyauces dul'.Y' executed under the seal of the cor
poration. Every nonpro:lit . corporation organized for 
the' purpose of conducting a cemetery or burial ground 
may transfer the title fo lots in such ceme1ery or burial 
ground upon the books of the corporation, and such 
transfer shall be as good and valid in law as if a deed 
W'~ duly . acknowledged and recorded in the office for 
recording deeds in the proper county. · 

Section 316. Registered Office;, Records.-A:·' Every 
nonprofit corporation shall maintain an office in this 
Commonwealth, to be known as its registered office. The 
location and post-office address of the registered office 
shall be stated in the articles, as heretofore provided in 
this act. After incorporation, the location of the regis
tered 'office may be changed-

( 1) Frorn one location to another in the same county, 
by resolution adopted by a majority of all the members, 
including members not entitled by the articles or by
laws to vote. On or before the day that such change is 
made, rtotice of such change and of the post-office ad
dress of the new registered office shall be filed with and 
recorded by the recorder of deeds of the county. 

(2) From one county to another county, by amend
ment of the articles of the corporation in the manner 
hereinafter prescribed ib this act. 

B. Every nonprofit corporation shall keep at i-· reg
istered office; records of the proceedings of the members 
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and of the directors, a membership register giving the 
names of the members in alphabetical order and appro
priate and complete records.of its finances. Every mem
ber shall have the right to examine, in person , or by 
agent or attorney, at any reasona.ble time or times for 
any reasonable purpose, the books of account, the mem
bership register, and the records of the proceedings of 
the members and directors. 

ARTICLE IV 

BY-LAWS 
Section 401. Power to Make By-laws.-Except as 

hereinafter provided, the members of a nonprofit cor
poration shall have the power to make, 'alter, and repeal 
the by-laws of a nonprofit corporation. The authority 
to make such by-laws may be expressly vested by the 
articles in the board of directors, subject to the power 
of the members to change or repeal the by-laws. Unless 
the articles or by-laws otherwise provide, the by~laws 
shall be adopted, altered, or repealed by a majority vote 
of the members of the board of directors or of the mem
bers of the corporation entitled to vote thereon, as the 
case may be. · 

Section 402. Persons Bound by By-laws.-The by
laws of a nonprofit corporation shall operate merely as 
regulations among the members of the corporation, and 
shall not affect contracts or other dealings with other 
persons, unless such persons have actual knowledge of 
such by-laws. Any form of execution provided in the 
by-laws to the contrary notwithstanding, any note, mort
gage, evidence of indebtedness, contract, or other instru
ment of writing, or any., {LS,signment or endorsenl.ent 
thereof, executed or entered mto between any corpora
tion and any other person, copartnership, association or 
corporation, when signed by the president or vice' l)resi
dent and secretary or assistant secretary, or treasurer 
or assistant treasurer, of such corporation shall be held 
to have been properly executed for and in behalf of such 
corporation. 

Section 403. Contents of By-laws.-Subject to the 
provisions of this act, the by-laws may contain any 
provisions for the regulltion and management of the 
affairs of the corporation, and may provide penalties for 
the breach thereof, not exceeding · twenty dollars 
($20.00). 

.ARTICLE V 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Section 501. Board of Directors.-The business of 
every nonprofit corporation shall be managed by a board 
of at least three directors, who need not be residents of 
this Commonwealth or members in the corpdration .un
less the articles or by-laws so require. A director _shall 
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hold office for the term for which he was named or 
elected, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 
The names and terms of office of the :first directors shall 
be stated in the articles. Except as hereinafter pro
vided in the case of vacancies, directors, other than those 
constituting the first board, shall be elected by the mem
bers. A nonprofit corporation may allow compensation 
to its directors for their services, and a director may 
also be a salaried officer of the corporation. 

Section 502. Number, Qualifications and Election of 
Directors.-Subject to the provisions of this act, the 
number, qualifications, terms of office, manner of elec
tion, the compensation, and the powers and duties of 
the directors, the time, place and manner of calling, 
giving notice of, and conducting directors' meetings, 
and the number of directors which shall constitute a 
quorum may be prescribed by the articles or by-laws. 
If the by-laws so provide, meetings of directors may be 
held outside of the Commonwealth. Except as otherwis~ 
provided in the articles or by-laws-

( a) A director shall be elected for a term of at 
least one year. 

(b) Vacancies in the board of directors shall be filled 
by a majority of the remaining members of the board, 
though less than a quorum, and each person so elected 
shall be a director until his successor is elected by the 
members, who may make such election at the next annual 
meeting of the members, or at any special meeting duly 
called for that purpose and held prior thereto. 

( c) The meetings of the board of directors may be 
held at such place as a majority of the directors may 
from time to time appoint, or as may be designated in 
the notice calling the meeting. 

(d) Written notice of every meeting of the board 
of directors shall be given to each director at least five 
days prior to the day named for the meeting. 

(e) When a meeting is adjourned, it shall not be 
necessary to give any notice of the adjourned meeting 
or of the business to be transacted at an adjourned 
meeting, other than by announcement at the meeting at 
which such adjournment is taken. 

(f) A majority of the l.irectors in office shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business, and the acts of a majority of the directors 
present at a meeting, at which a quorum is present, shall 
be the acts of the board of directors: Provided, That if ' 
all the directors shall severally or collectively consent in 
writing to any action to be taken by the corporation, 
such action shall be as valid corporate action as though 
it had been authorized at a meeting of the board of di
rectors. 

(g) The board of directors may, by resolution adopt
ed by a majority of the whole board, delegate two or 
more of its number to constitute an executive committee, 
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which, to the extent provided in such resolution, shall 
have and exercise the authority of the board of directors 
in the management of the business of the corporation. 

Section 503. Removal of Directors.-A. Unless the 
articles or by-laws otherwise provide, the entire board of 
directors or any individual director may be removed 
from office, without assigning any cause, by a majority 
vote of the members of a nonprofit corporation entitled 
to vote at an election of directors. In case the board or 
any one or more directors be so removed, new directors 
may be elected at the same meeting. Unless the entire 
board be removed, no individual director shall be re
moved in case the votes of a sufficient number of mem· 
bers are cast against the resolution for his removal, 
which, if cumulatively voted at an election of the full 
board, would be sufficient to elect one or more directors. 

B. Unless the articles or by-laws otherwise provide, 
the board of directors may declare vacant the office of a 
director if he be declared of unsound mind by an order 
of court, or convicted of felony, or for any other proper 
cause, or if, within sixty days, or such other time as the 
by-laws may specify, after notice of his election, he does 
not accept such office either in writing or by attending 
a meeting of the board of directors, and fulfill such 
other requirements of qualification as the by-laws may 
specify. 

C. Unless the articles or by-laws otherwise provide, 
the court of common pleas of the county where the 
registered office of the corporation is located may, at the 
suit of :five or more members, remove from office any 
director or directors in case of fraudulent or dishonest 
.acts, or gross abuse of authority or discretion, with 
reference to the corporation, and may bar from reelec
tion any director so removed for a period prescribed by 
the court. The corporation shall be made a party to 
such actions. 

Section 504. Officers and Agents.-'l!1very nonprofit 
corporation shall have a president, a secretary, and a 
treasurer, and may have such other officers and assistant 
officers and agents as the needs of the corporation may 
require. The articles or by-laws may prescribe special 
qualifications for such officers. The officers and assistant 
officers and agents shall be elected or appointed either 
by the board of directors or by the members, at such 
time, in such manner, and for such terms and com
pensation as the by-laws may prescribe. It shall not be 
necessary for the officers to be directors. If the by-laws 
so provide, any two or more offices may be held by the 
same person, except the offices of president and secre
tary. The board of directors may secure the fidelity of 
any or all of such officers by bond or otherwise. Unless 
otherwise provided in the by-laws, the board of directors 
shall have power to :fill any vacancies in any office oecur
ring from whatever reason. All officers and a~ents of 
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the corporation, as between themselves and the corpo
ration, shall have such authority and perform such 
duties in the management of the property and affairs 
of the corporation as may be provided in the by-laws, 
or, in the absence of controlling provisions in the by
laws, as may be determined by resolution of the board 
of directors. , 

Section 505. Removal of Officers and Agents.-Any 
officer or agent may be removed by the board of di
rectors whenever in its judgment the best interests of 
the corporation will be served thereby, but such removal 
shall be without prejudice to the contract rights of any 
person so removed. 

Section 506. Relation of Directors and Officers to 
Corporation.-Officers and directors shall be deemed to 
stand in a fiduciary relation to the corporation, and 
shall discharge the duties of their respective positions 
in good faith and with that diligence, care and skill 
which ordinary prudent men would exercise under simi
lar circumstances in their personal business affairs. 

Section 507. Boards of Trustees of Young Men's 
Christian Associations.-Every Young Men's Christian 
Association incorporated under this act shall have, in 
addition to a board of directors, six or more trustees, 
who, together with the president of the association, shall 
form a board of trustees. Each member of the board of 
trustees shall be a member of one of the protestant e'fan
gelical denominations, but a majority of such members, 
exclusive of the president of the association, shall not be 
members of any one denomination. The number, terms 
of office, manher of election, time and place of meeting, 
an.d the powers and duties of the trustees may, subject 

· to the provisions of this set, be prescribed by the articles 
or the by-laws. Vacancies in the board of trustees shall 
be filled by a majority vote of the remaining trustees 
from nominations to be made by the boa.rd of directors. 
All real property which shall be given to or acquired by 
a Young Men's Christian Association, and all gifts and 
bequests of money to be held in trust', shall be held by 
the board of trustees; but the real property of the as
sociation shall be managed by the board of directors, 
and real property belonging to such association shall not 
be conveyed, disposed of, or mortgaged by the board of 
trustees, except with the consent of the board of di
rectors. The property of the association and all income 
received therefrom by the board of trustees shall be de
voted to the purpose or purposes of the corporation and 
to no other purpose. The income received from such 
property shall be paid over by the board of trustees to 
the treasurer of the board of directors, so long as the 
directors expend the income for the purpose or purposes 
of the association. 

Section 508. Women May Be Directors or Officers.-
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Women, married or single, may serve as directors and 
officers of nonprofit corporations. 

Section 509. Liability of Directors and Officers.
Neither the directors, nor officers, of a nonprofit corpo
ration shall be personally liable for the debts, liabilities, 
or obligations of the corporation. 

ARTICLE VI 

MEMBERS AN.D MEMBERS' MEETINGS 

Section 601. Classes and Qualifications of Member
ship.-Mem.bership in all nonprofit corporations shall be 
of such classes, and shall be governed by such rules of 
admission, retention, suspension and expulsion, as the 
articles or by-laws shall prescribe, except that all such 
rules shall be reasonable, germane to the purpose or pur
poses of the corporation, and equally enforced as to all 
members of the same class. Unless otherwise provided 
by the articles or by-laws, there shall be one class of 
members whose voting and other rights and interests 
shall be equal. Where neither the articles nor by-laws 
provide for members, as such, or where a nonprofit cor
poration has, in fact, no members other than the persons 
constituting its board of directors, the persons for the 
time being constituting the board shall, for all intents 

. and purposes, be taken to be the members of the corpo
ration and exercise all the rights and powers of mem
bers. 

Section 602. Membership Fees; Assessments.-Non
pro:fit corporations may levy dues or assessments, or 
both, upon their members, if authority to do so is con
ferred either by the articles or the by-laws, and subject 
to any limitations therein contained. Such dues or 
assessments, or both, may be imposed upon all classes of 
members alike or in different amo11nts or proportions, 
or upon a different basis upon different classes of mem
bers. Members of one or more classes may be made 
exempt from either dues or assessments, or both, in the 
manner or to the extent provided either in the articles 
or by-laws. The amount of the levy and method of col-

. lection of such dues or assessments, or both, may be fixed 
' in the articles or by-laws, or the articles or by-laws may 
authorize the board of directors to fix the amount there
of from time to time, and make them payable at such 
time and by such methods of collection M the directors 
may prescribe. Such corporations inay make by-laws 
necessary to enforce the collection of such duea or 
assessments, including provisions far the cancellation 
of membership, for nonpayment of such dues or as
sessments, and for reinstatement in such corporation 
upon reasonable notice. 

Section 603. Meetings of M.embers.-A. Meeting~ of 
members may be h~ld at such place, within ot without 
tbis Commonwealth, as may· he provided in the by-laws; 
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Unless the by-laws provide otherwise, all meetings of the 
. members shall be held.'. in this . Commonwealth at the 
registered office of the ~eorporatiOn. 1 ... . · 

, B.. The by-laws may provide for the number and the 
time' -0£ meetings of members, but, at least one. meeting 
of the members shall be held in each~ calendar. year· for 
the election of directors, at such time as shall be pro
vided in the by-laws. Failure to hold the annual meet
ing at the designated time shall not work any forfeiture 
or dissolution of the corporation. I£ the annual meeting 
shall not be called and held within six· months after the 
designated time, .any member may call such, meeting.''· 
, C. Special meetings of the members may ·be called at 

any time by the president, or. the board of directors,. or 
by, such other officers or persons as may be .provided. in 
the articles or by-laws. At any time upon written· ;re
quest of any person entitled to call a special meeting, 
it 1shall be the duty of. the secretary to call a special 
·meeting of the members to be held at such·. time as the 
secretary may fix, not less than ten nor more than sixty 
days after the; receipt of the request. If. the secretaliy 
shall, neglect or refuse to issue .such call; the. person· or 
pf)rsons making the; request may do. so~ ' · "" ; 
. D.. AdjournmetJ.t or adjournments bf any annual -0r 

specid meeting m.ay be taken, 1 but .any ·meeting at iwhich 
di~ectors are i.o be elected shall be ,adjourned only from 
day to day, u.ntil such directors have been elected. " , ·; 

Section 604. Notice of Meetings of Members.-Writ~ 
ten notice of every m()eting of the members shall be given 
by, or .at the direction of, the person authorized to call 
the meeting, to each member of record entitled to ;vote 
at the meeting, at least five days prior to the daiy named 
for the meeting, unless a greater period of ·notice is 
required ,elsewhere in this llct in a particular .case. When 
11- meeting is adjourned, it shall not be necessary to give 
any notice of .the adjourned meeting, or of the business 
to be transacted. at an adjourned meeting, other than 
by announcement at the meeting at which such adjourn~ 
ment is taken, unless otherwise provided in the by-laws. 

Section 605. Quorum of Members.-A members' 
me~ing duly called shall not be organized for the trans
action of business unless a quorum is present. Unless 
otherwise provided in .the articles or by~laws-

( 1) , The presence in person or . by, proxy, if the by
laws permit voting by proxy, of a majority of the mem
bers entitled. to vote shall constitute. a quorum. 

(2) The.members present at a duly organized meet
ing can continue to do busb;iess until adjournment, not, 
withstanding the withdrawal -0f enough members to leave 
less than a quorum. · , 

(3) If a meeting cannot be organized beeause a quo
rum has not attended, those present may·; except as 
otherwise provided in this act, adjourn the meeting to 
such time and place as they -may determine, but in the 
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case of any meeting called for the election of directors 
those who attend the second of such adjourned meetings, 
although less than a quorum as :fixed in this section, or 
in the articles or by-laws, shall, nevertheless, constitute 
a quorum for the purpose of electing directors. 

Section 606. Members' Voting Rights.-Unless other
wise provided in the articles or by-laws, evel'y member 
of a nonprofit corporation shall be entitled· to one vote. 
Voting by members shall be only in person, unless the 
by-laws specifically provide for voting by proxy. The 
manner of voting may be by ballot, mail, or any rea
sonable means provided in the articles or by-laws. In 
all elections for directors or other officers, each member 
having a right to vote may cast the whole number of 
his votes for one candidate, or distribute them upon 
two or more candidates, as he may prefer. No member 
shall sell his vote or issue a proxy for money or anything 
of value. Upon request of a member, the books or rec
ords of membership shall be produced at any general 
or special meeting of the corporation. If at any meeting 
the right of a person to vote is challenged, the presiding 
officer shall require such books or records to be produced 
as evide;nce of the right of the person challenied to 
vote, and all persons who appear by such books or rec
ords to be members may vote. 

Section 607. Reduction of Membership Below Stated 
Number.-Whenever the membership of a nonprofit cor
poration having a stated number of members shall be 
reduced below such number by death, withdrawal, or 
otherwise, the corporation shall not on that account be 
dissolved, but it shall be lawful for the surviving or 
continuing members to continue the corporate existenele, 
unless it is otherwise provided in the articles or by-laws. 

Section 608. Termination and Transfer of Member
ship.-Membership in a nonprofit corporation shall be 
terminated in the manner provided in the articles or 
by-laws. If the membership in any such corporation is 
limited to persons who are members in good standing in 
another corporation, or in any lodge, church, club or 
society, the articles shall in each case define such lhni
tations, and may provide that failure on the part of any 
such member to keep himself in good standing in such 
other corporation or association shall be sufficient.cause 
for expelling the member from the corporation requiring 
such eligibility. No member shall be expelled from any 
nonprofit corporation without notice, trial a.nd c.onvic· 
tion, the form of which shall be prescribed by the 
articles or by-laws. Unless the articles or by-laws pro
vide otherwise-

( 1) The right of a member of a nonprofit corpora
tion to vote, and his right, title and interest in or to 
the corporation or its property, shall cease on the ter
mination of his membership. 
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(2) No member may transfer his membership or 
any right arising therefrom. 

Section 609. Membership Book.-Every nonprofit 
corporation shall keep at its registered office a member
ship book containing the name and address of each mem
ber, and, in any · case where membership has been 
terminated·, such fact shall be recorded in the book, 
together with the date on which the membership ceased. 

Section 610. Liability of Members.-The members of 
a nonprofit corporation shall not be personally liable 
for the debts, liabilities, or obligations of the corporation. 

ARTICLE VII 

AMENDMEN:T OF .A.RTIOLES 

Section 701. Amendment of Articles Authorized.
A nonprofit corporation, upon application to the court 
in the manner hereinafter provided in this article, may 
amend its articles for any or all of the following pur
poses: 

(1) To adopt a new name subject to the restrictions 
heretofore provided in this act. 

(2) To modify any provision thereof limiting its 
term of existence, by increasing such term, or to remove 
such provision and provide for perpetual existence. 

( 3) To change the location of its registered office 
to any other county within the Commonwealth. 

( 4) To change, add to, or diminish its powers or 
purposes, or to set forth different or additional powers 
or purposes. 

( 5) To add to, remove, or otherwise change any 
other. provisions contained in the articles. 

Section 702. Approval of Amendments by Members. 
-..Before the application is made to the court, a resolu
tion authorizing the proposed amendments shall be 
adopted by the affirmative vote of at least a majority 
of the members entitled to vote thereon at a regular or 
special meeting duly convened after at least ten days' 
written notice to all the members of this purpose. If a 
proposed amendment would make any change in the 
rights of the members of any class, then the members of 
such class shall be entitled to vote as a class upon such 
amendment, whether by the terms of the articles such 
class is or is not entitled to vote, and, in addition to the 
vote herein required, the a:ffl:rmative vote of at least a 
majority of the members of each class so affected by the 
amendment shall be necessary for the adoption thereof. 
AJJ.y amendment which might be adopted at a meeting 
of the members may be adopted without a meeting, if 
written consent to the amendment has been given by all 
members entitled to vote· thereon. The resolution shall 
contain the language of the proposed amendment to the 
articles by providing that the articles shall be amended 
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so as to read as therein set forth in full, or that any 
provision thereof be amended so as to read as therein 
set forth in full, or that the matter stated in the reso
lution be added to or stricken from the articles. 

Section 703. Articles of Amendment.-Articles of 
amendment shall be executed under the seal of the cor
poration, signed and verified by at least two duly au
thorized officers thereof, and shall set forth : 

(l} The name and location of the registered office 
of the corporation. 

(2) The act of Assembly under which the corpora
tion was formed, the date when the court entered the 
decree of incorporation, and the date when and place 
where the original articles were recorded. · 

(3) The time and place of the meeting·.of the mem
bers of the corporation, the kind and period of notice 
of the meeting given to the members, and the total vote 
by which the resolution authorizing the application to 
the court was adopted. 

( 4) Every proposed amendment or alteration of, or 
addition to, the existing articles. Amendments, altera
tions or additions shall be set forth in full. 

Section 704. Registration of Corporate Name.-If a 
proposed amendment to the articles is for the purpose of 
changing the corporate name, the corporation shall make 
application to the Department of State for the registra· 
tion of the proposed new corporate name. The applica
tion shall set forth the name and location of the 
registered office of the corporation, the new name which 
the corporation desires to use, and the address of the 
registered office of the corporation. If the Department 
of State finds that the proposed name is available for 
corporate use, the department shall register the name, 
and shall issue to the corporation, or its representative, 
a certificate that the proposed name has been duly :regis• 
tered. If the proposed name is not available. for cor
porate use, the department shall refuse to register such 
name, and shall forthwith notify the corporation, or its 
representative, of this fact. Upon application of any 
party interested, either for or against the proposed 
amendment of the articles, the department shall include 
in any certificate issued by it under this section any 
information desired as to the names registered with the 
department. 

Section 705. .Articles of Amendment to Be Filed !With 
the Prothonotary.-A copy of the articles of amendment, 
and, in the case of a proposed change of the corporate 
name, the certificate from the Department of State re
lating to the registration of the proposed corporate 
name, shall be filed by the corporation in the office of the 
prothonotary of the court of common pleas .of the county 
wherein the registered office of the corporation is lo
cated. The articles and the certi&ate, if any, shall re~ 

325 



326 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

main on file in the office of the prothonotary at least 
three days prior to the day the application for the 
amendment of the articles will be made to the court, as 
hereinafter provided, and shall be open to the inspection 
of the public during the business hours of such office. 

Section 706. Advertisement.-The corporation shall 
advertise its intention to apply to the court for an 
amendment of its charter in a manner similar to that 
heretofore prescribed in this act in the case of the forma
tion of a nonprofit corporation. Advertisements shall 
appear at least three days prior to the day fixed for the 
presentation of the application to the court, and shall 
set forth briefly : · · 

(1) The name and location of the registered office of 
the corporation. 

(2) A statement that the application is to be made 
under the provi.sions of this act. 

(3) The nature and character of the proposed 
amendment. 

( 4) A statement that the articles of amendment have 
been filed in the office of the prothonotary and the time 
when the application will be made to the court. 

Section 707. Court to Approve or Refuse Amend
ments.-On the day specified in the advertisement, or as 
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, the cor
poration or its representative shall present an applica
tion for the amendment of its charter to the court, and 
shall present to the court the articles of amendment, a 
certified copy of the resolution authorizing the proposed 
amendments, proof of the advertisement required by the 
preceding section, and, in the ease of a proposed change 
of the corporate name, a certificate of registration from 
the Department of State. The court shall consider the 
application. It may hear the evidence on behalf of the 
applicants and against the application, if any there be, 
or it may refer the application to a master to make re
port as to the propriety of granting the application. In 
such case, upon the filing of the master's report, the 
court shall grant the applicants and protestants a heai:
ing if exceptions are filed by either of them. If the 
court shall be of the opinion that the amendments are 
lawful, will be beneficial and not injurious to the com
munity, and do not conflict with the requirements of 
this act, the court shall so certify on the articles, and 
shall order and decree thereon that the articles are 
approved and that, upon the recording of the articles 
and the order, the amendments specified in the petition 
shall be a part of the charter. However, the court shall 
not approve &rticles of amendment presented by or 
on behalf of an educational or nonsectarian charitable 
corporation, unless and until the court shall receive the 
approval or recommendation of the State Council of 
Education or the Department of Welfare, as the case 
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may be, in a manner similar to that prescribed by this 
act in the case of the formation of such corporations. 

Section 708. Recording of Articles of Amendment. 
-After the court shall have approved the articles of 
amendment as required by the preceding section, the 
prothonotary shall transmit the articles approved by the 
court to the office of the recorder of deeds of the county, 
where ·they shall be recorded. Upon the recording of 
the articles, the amendment shall become effective. The 
articles, upon being recorded, shall be returned to the 
prothono.tary, who shall retain and file them as part of 
the records of the court, and who shall issue a certified 
copy thereof to the corporation or its representative. 
Oerti:fied copies of the articles so recorded shall be com
petent evidence for all purposes in the courts of this 
Commonwealth. 

Section 709. Protllonotary to Make Monthly Report 
to Department of State.-The prothonotary, in making 
the report to the Department of State heretofore re
quired by his act, shall include in such report the old 
and new name and the address of the registered office 
of every corporation which, during the preceding month, 
had its name changed by proceedings under this article. 
For this service the prothonotary shall receive a fee of 
one dollar ($1.00) from each corporation. The Depart
ment of State shall cancel the registration of the dis
carded corporate names, and shall note after each newly 
acquired name the date it was acquired by proceedill!S 
under this article. If any corporation shall have regis
tered a new name with the department, and the co1·
poration does not adopt such namfi by proceedings under 
this article within six months from the date of such reg
istration, the department shall cancel the registration of 
such name. 

Section 710. Volunteer Fire Companies, Et Cetera; 
Change of Purpose.-Upon the establishment of a paid 
fire department by. a municipality, any incorporated 
volunteer fire company of any type or designation what
soever, or any incorporated firemen's relief association 
having its domicil in such municipality and desiring to 
continue its corporate existence, may amend its charter, 
in the manner heretofore provided in this article, to 
substitute for the purpose for which it was incorporated 
any literary, charitable, benevolent or social purpose or 
purposes which are lawful and not injurious to the 
community, and which do not involve pecuniary gain or 
profit, incidental or otherwise, for its members. At least 
one month's notice shall be given of the meeting called 
for the purpose of adopting the new purpose or pur
poses. After the petition and decree of the court shall 
have been recorded, the neW' purpose or purposes shall 
supersede the original object ox purpose of the corpora
tion. 
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ARTICLE VIII 

MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION 

Section 801. Merger or Consolidation Authorized.
A. Two or more domestic nonprofit corporations formed 
for kindred purposes may, upon application to the court 
in the manner hereinafter provided, either be merged 
into one of such corporations, hereinafter designated as 
the surviving corporation, or be consolidated into a new 
nonprofit corporation. Such application shall be made 
to the court of common pleas of the county in which the 
registered office of the surviving or new corporation is 
to be located. 

Section 802. Approval of Joint Plan of Merger or 
Consolidation.-Before the application is made to the 
court, a joint plan of merger or consolidation, as the case 
may be, setting forth the terms a.nd conditions of the 
merger or consolidation and such other details and pro
visions as are deemed necessary, shall be approved by 
the affirmative vote of at least a majority of the members 
of each of the merging or consolidating corporations en
titled to vote thereon, at a regular or special meeting 
of each corporation convened after at least ten days' 
written notice to all the members of this purpose. If 
the proposed plan of merger or consolidation would make 
any change in the rights of the members of any class 
of a corporation, then the members of such class shall 
be entitled to vote as a class upon such plan, whether 
by the terms of the articles of the corporation such class 
is or is not entitled to vote, and, in addition to the vote 
herein required, the affirmative vote of at least a ma• 
jority of the members of each class so affected by the 
plan shall be necessary for the adoption thereof. The 
fact of such approval shall be certified on the joint 
plan by the secretary of each corporation, and the plan 
so adopted and certified shall be signed and acknowl
edged by two duly authorized officers of each corpora
tion. 

Section 803. Articles of Merger or Consolidation.
Upon the approval of the plan of merger or the plan 
of consolidation by the members of the corporations 
desiring to merge or consolidate, articles of merger or 
articles ·of consolidation, as the case may be, shall be 
executed under the seal of each corporation, shall be 
signed and verified by at least two duly authorized 
officers of each corporation, and shall, among other 
things, set forth : 

(1) The name and location of the registered offi.ee 
of the surviving or new corporation. 

(2) The time and place of the meeting of the mem
bers of each corporation at which the joint plan was 
ad<>pted, the kind and perioo of notice given to · the 
members, and the total vote by which the joint plan 
was adopted. 
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( 3) Any changes desired to be made in the articles 
of the surviving corporation in the case of a merger, 
or in the case of a consolidation, all of the statements 
required by this act to 'be set forth in articles o:t in:.. 
corporation in the case of formation of a co11poration. 

( 4) The names and addresses o:f the persons to be 
directors of the surviving or new corporation until the 
first regular meeting of its members. 

(5) The plan of the tnerger or consolidation. . 
Section 804. Registration o:f Corporate Name.-If 

the name of the surviving co~poration; in the' case of a 
merger, or of the new corporation, in the case of a con
solidation, ia · to be different from the name of either 
of the constituent corporations, the constituent corpora· 
tions shall make a joint application to th Department 
of State for the registration of the proposed· name. The 
application shall set forth the names and 'location· of 
the registered offices of the constituent corporations, the 
name which the surviving or new corporati-On desires 
to use, and the address o:f the registered office of the 
surviving or new corporation. If the Department of 
State finds that theo proposed name is available for cor
porate use, the department shall register the name, and 
shall issue to the corporations, or their representatives, 
a certificate that the proposed name has been duly reg
istered. If the proposed nanie is not available for cor
porate use, the department shall refuse to register such 
name, and shall forthwith notify the corporations, or 
their representative, of this fact. Upon application of 
any party interested, either for or against the proposed 
merger or consolidation, the department shall include in 
any certificate issued by it under this section any in
formation desired as to the names registered with the 
department. 

Section 805. Articles of Merger or Consolidation to 
Be Filed with the Prothonotary.-A copy of the articles 
of merger or articles of consolidation, as the case may 
be, and, in the case of· a proposed change of the cor
porate name, the certificate from the Department of 
State relating to the registration of the proposed eor
porate name, shall be · filed jointly by the constituent 
corporations in' the office of the prothonotary of the 
court of common pleas of the county wherein 'the regis
tered office of the sutviving or new corporation is to 
be located. The articles and the certificate; if any, shall 
remain on file in the office of the prothonotary at least 
three daya prior to the day the application for merger 
or consolidation will be made to the court, as hereinafter 
provided, and shall be open to the inspection of the 
public during the business hours of such office. · · 

Section 806. Advertisement.-The constituent cor
porations shall jointly advertise their intention to aP1Jly 
to the court for permission to merge or consolidat;e, in a 
manner similar to that heretofore prescribed in this act 
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in the, .case of the formation of a nonprofit corporation. 
Advavtisements shall appear at least three days prior 
to the day fixed for the presentation of the application 
to the court, and shall set for<th ·briefly : 

(1) The names and location of the registered offices 
of the constituent corporations. ,,. . · 

(2) The name and location of· the proposed. regisr 
tered office of the surviving or new corporation. 

(3) A statement that the merger or consolidation is 
to be effected under the provisions of. this act. 

( 4) A brief summary of the plan of tnerger or con-
solidation. · . , ... , " 

(5) A statement that the articles of merg~r Qf. ar
ticles of consolidation, as the case may be, have been 
filed in the office of the prothonotarty and too time when 
the application will be made to the court. 

Section 807. Court to Approve or Refuse Merger or 
Consolidation.-On the day specified in the advertiJ;le
ment, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, 
the constituent corporations, or their representative, 
shall present an application for the merger or oonsolida
tion of such corporations to the court, and shall present 
to the court the articles of merger or articles of con
solidation, as the case n:i.ay be, a certified co-py of the 
joint plan of merger or consolidation, proof of the ad
vertisement required by tbe preceding section, and, in 
the case of a proposed change of the corpo:rate name, a 
certificate of registration from the Department of State. 
The court shall consider the application. It may hear 
evidence on behalf of the applicants and against the 
application, if any there be, or it may refer the applica
tion to a master to make report as to the propriety; of 
granting the application. In such case, upon the filing 
of the master's report, the court shall grant the appli
cants and protestants a hearing if exceptions are filed by 
either of them. If the court shall be1 of the opinion that 
the proposed merger or consolidation is la:wfld1. will be 
beneficial and not injurious to the community~ and do~ 
not conflict with the requirements of this act, the court 
shall so cert.ify on the articles, and shall order and decree 
thereon that the articles are approved and that, upon 
the recording of the articles and the order, the merger 
or consolidation shall take effect. However; the court 
shall not approve articles of· mePger or articles of .con
solidation presented by or on behalf. of 8tl. educational 
or nonsectarian charitable corporation unl~ss and until 
the court shall receive the approval or reeommendation 
of the State Council of Education or the Department of 
Welfare, as the case may be, in a manner similar to that 
prescribed by this act in the case of the £-O{'mation of 
such corporations. 

Section 808. Reeording of Articles of Merger: or Cot1-
solidation.-After the court shall have approved the 
articles of merger or articles of consolidation, as required 
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by the preceding section, the prothonotary shall transmit 
the articles approved by the. court to the office of the 
recorder of deeds of the county, where they shall be 
recorded. Upon the recording of the articles, tii,e merger 
or consolidation shall become e:ff ective, The articles, 
upon being recorded, shall be returned to the prothono
tary, who shall retain and file them as part o:f. the records 
of the court, and who shall issue a certified copy thereof 
to the surviving or new corporation, as the case may 
be, or its representative. Certified copies of articles so 
recorded shall l;>e competent evidence for all purposes 
in the courts of this Commonwealth. .. , 

Section 809. Effect of Merger or Consolidation.~ 
Upon the merger or consolidation becoming effective, the 
several corporations parties to the plan of merger or 
consolidation shall be a single corporation, which, in 
the case of a merger, shall be that corporation designated 
in the plan of merger as the surviving coo:poration, and 
in the case of a consolidation, shall be the new corpora
tion provided for in the plan of consolidation. . The 
s1:;parate existence of the corporations parties to the plan 
of merger or consolidation shall cease, except that of the 
surviving corporation in the case of a merger. The 
surviving or new corporation, as the case may be, shall 
not thereby acquire authority to engage in any business 
or exercise any right which a corporation may not h!il 
formed under this act to engage in or exercise. Ari the 
property, real, personal, and mixed, of each of the cor
porations parties to the plan of merger or consolidation, 
and all debts due on whatever account to any of them, 
including subscriptions for membership, and other choses 
in action belonging to any of them, shall be transferred 
to and vested in such surviving or new corporatfon,. {l.S 
the case may be, without further act or deed. The sur: 
viving or new corporation shall be responsible for all 
the liabilities and obligations of each of the corporations 
merged or consolidated; but the liabilities of the merg
ing or consolidating corporations, or of their members, 
directors, or officers, shall not be affected, nor shall the 
rights of the creditors thereof or of any persons de~ng 
with such corporations, or any liens upon the property 
of such corporations, be impaired by such merger or con
solidation, and any claim existing or action or proceed
ing pending by or against any of such corporation~ may 
be prosecuted to judgment as if such merger or con
solidation had not taken place, or the surviving or new 
corporation may be proceeded against or substituted in 
its place. If, in the case of a merger, the articles of in
corporation shall set forth any matters with respect to 
which the articles of incorporation of the surviving cor
poration are to be amended, the articles of incorporation 
shall be deemed to be amended accordingly upon the 
recording of the articles of merger and the order of the 
court. In the case of a consolidation, the artii;iles of con-
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solidation shall be deemed to be the articles of incor
poration of the new corporation. Any devise, bequest, 
gift or grant contained in any will or other instrument, 
in trust or otherwise, made before or after such merger 
or consolidation, to or for any of the constituent cor
porations, shall inure to the surviving or new . consoli
dated corpofation, as the case may be. 

Section 810. Prothonotary ·to Make Monthly Report 
to Department of State.-The prothonotary of the court, 
in making the report to the Department,of State hereto
fore required by this act, shall include: in .such report 
the names and registered offices of the ·constituent cor
porations involved in merger or consolidation proceed
ings, consummated during the preceding month, and the 
names of the surviving or new corporations resulting 
from such proceedings. For this 'service the prothono
tary shall receive a fee of one dollar ($1.00) from the 
petitioners. Where a constituent corporation is merged 
into a surviving corporation, or where the constituent 
corporations are consolidated into a new corporatfon, 
the Department of State shall cancel the registration of 
the names of the non-surviving corporations. If any 
name registered with the department under the provi
sions of this article is not adopted by proceedings under 
this article within six: months from the date of such 
regi~tration, the department shall cancel the registration 
of such name. 

ARTICLE IX 

FOBBJIGN NONPROFIT CoRPORATIONS 

Section 901. Admission of Foreign Nonprofit Corpo
rations.-A foreign nonprofit corporation, before domg 
any business in this Commonwealth, shall procure a cer
tificate of authority to do so from the Department of 
State, in the' manner hereinafter provided in this article, 
unless the entire business operations of the corporation 
within this Commonwealth are within the pro~ection of 
the Commerce Clause of the Federal Constitiltion, in 
which event the corporation may engage in such business 
operations without procuring a certificate of authority. 
A foreign nonprofit corporation shall not be denied a 
certificate of authority by reason of the fact that the 
laws of the state or country, governing its organization 
and internal affairs, differ from the laws of this Com
monwealth, and nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed to aP,thorize this Commonwealth to regulate 
the organization or the internal affairs of such corpo
ration. 

Section 902. Restrictions on AdmiSsion of Foreign 
Nonprofit Corporations.-The Department of State shall 
not issue a certificate of authority to any foreign non
profit corporation: 

(1) If the application for the certificate of authority, 
hereinafter required by this article to be filed, sets forth 
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any kind of business for which a domestic nonprofit 
corporation could not be formed under the laws of the 
Commonwealth. · 

(2) If the .name of the corporation is the same aB 

or deceptively similar to the name of any domestic cor
poration or any other foreign corporation autho.rized 
.to do business in this Commonwealth, or the name of 
any unincorporated body whatsoever voluntar~ly regis
tered with the Department of State under any act of 
Assembly, unless such other don;i.estic or foreign cor
poration or unincorporated body is about to change its 
name, or to cease to do business, or is being wound up, 
or such foreign corporation is about to withdraw from 
cloing business in this Commonwealth, and the written 
consent of such other domestic or foreign corporation ,or 
unincorporated body to the adoption of its nam,e or a 
deceptively similar name has been given and is filed 
with the application for a certificate of authority here
inafter provided for in this article: Provided, .That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to refer or 
apply to any assumed or fictitious name required by law 
to be filed with the Department of State. 

(3) If the name of. the corporation contains words 
not permitted by this act to be part of the name of a 
domestic nonprofit corporation. 

( 4) If the corporation is a college, university, theo
logical seminary or other nonprofit corporation, which, 
if formed under the provisions of this act, would require 
the approval of the State Council of Education, unless 
the approval of the State Council of Education shall be 
annexed thereto. Whenever the Department of ~tate 
shall receive an application for a certificate of authority 
from this type of corporation, it shall be the duty of the 
department to submit the application, together with 
the certified copy of the articles or special law, as the 
case may be, to the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and thereafter the procedure shall be the same as that 
heretofore prescribed by this act for the approval or 
disapproval by the State Council of Education of ap
plications for the incorporation of similar domestic non
profit corporations, except that the documentf1 and the 
findings of the State Council of Education shall be re
turned to the Department of State. It shall he unlaw
ful for the Department of State to issue a. certificate of 
authority to such a corporation without the approval of 
the State Council of Education. 

(5) If the corporation is one which if formed under 
the provisions of this act would require the approval of 
the Department of Welfare, unless the approval of the 
Department of Welfare shall be annexed thereto. When
ever an application for a certificate of authority is filed 
with the Department of State by this type of corpo
ration, it shall be the duty of the department to submit 
all the documents to the Department of Welfare, and 
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thereafter the procedure shall be the same as that here
tofore prescribed by this act for the approval or disap
proval by the Department of Welfare of applications 
for the incorporation of similar domestic nonprofit cor
porations, except that the Department of Welfare shall 
return the documents, together with its recommendation, 
to the Department of State. It shall be unlawful for 
the Department of State to issue a certificate of au
thority to such a corporation without the favorable rec
ommendation of the Department of Welfare. 

Section 903. Advertisement. -A foreign nonprofit 
corporation, before it may procure a certificate of au
thority, shall advertise its intention to apply for a cer
tificate of authority by publication, in a manner similar 
to that heretofore prescribed in this act in the case of 
the formation of a domestic nonprofit corporation. Ad
vertisements shall appear at least three days prior to 
the day on which application is made to the Department 
of State, and shall set forth briefly: 

(a) The name of the corporation and of the state 
or country under the laws of which it is formed. 

(b) The address, including street and number, if 
any, of its principal office in the state or country under 
the laws of which it is incorporated. 

(c) The address, including street and number, if 
any, of its proposed registered office in this Common-
wealth. · 

(d) The character and nature of the business it pro
poses to do within this Commonwealth. 

(e) The date when its application for a certificate 
of authority 'will be presented to the Department of 
Stat'~'. 

Section 904. Application for a Certificate of Author
ity.-The foreign nonprofit corporation, or its repre
sentative, shall deliver to the Department of State a 
copy of its articles and all amendments thereto, duly 
certified by the proper public officer of the state or 
cQ.untry of its incorporation, or, if the corporation is 
created by a special law and has no articles, a duly cer
tified copy of such law, a verified translation of any 
part of such articles, amendments, or law which is in a 
foreign language, proof of the advertisement heretofore 
required by this article, and an application for a cer
tificate of authority, executed under the seal of the cor
poration, and signed and verified by at least two duly 
authorized officers thereof, which shall set forth: 

(1) The name of the corporation. 
(2) The name of the state or country under the laws 

of which it is formed. 
(3) The address, including street and number, if 

any, of its principal office in the state or country under 
the laws of which it is formed. 

( 4) The address, including street and number, if 
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any, of its proposed registered office in this Common
wealth. 

(5) A designation of the Secretary of the Common
wealth and his successor in office as the true and lawful 
attorney of the corporation upon whom all lawful ·proc
ess in any action or proceeding against it may be served, 
and that the service of process upon the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth shall be of the same legal force and 
validity as if served on the corporation, and th!it the 
authority for such servioo of process shall continue in 
force as long as any liability remains outstanding against 
the corporation in this Commonwealth. 

(6) The character and nature of the business it pro
poses to do within this Commonwealth. 

(7) Such further and additional inform&tion as the 
Department of State may from time to time require for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether or not the applicant 
oorporation is entitled to a certificate of authority. · 

Section 905. Issuance and Recording of Certificate of 
Authority.-If the Department of State finds that the 
provisions of this article have been c()mplied with and 
that the applicant corporation is entitled to a certificate 
of authority to do business in this Commonwealth; it 
shall forthwith, but not prior to the day specified in the 
advertisement heretofore required in this article, en
dorse its approval upon the application for a certifi
cate of authority, and when all fees and charges have 
been paid, as required by law, shall file the application 
and the copy of the articles, and shall issue to the cl'>r
poration a certificate of authority to do business in this 
Commonwealth. The certificate of authority shall set 
forth the name of the corporation, the address of· its 
initial registered office in thiS Commonwealth, and the 
business which the corporation is authorized to trans
act in this Commonwealth. Upon the issuance of the 
certificate of authority by the Department of State, the 
corporation may do, in this Commonwealth, any of the 
business referred to in the certificate of authority and 
no other, subject, however, to the right of the Common
wealth to cancel or revoke such right to transact busi
ness m this Commonwealth, as provided in this act. The 
certificate of authority shall be returned to the corpora
tion, or its representative, and such certificate, and a 
verified copy of its articles, shall be recorded in the 
office of the recorder of deeds of the county in which the 

·registered office of the corporation in this Common
wealth is located. The certificate of authority, upon be
ing recorded by the recorder of deeds, shall be returned 
to the corporation or its representative. 

Section 906. Registered Office of Foreign Nonprofit 
Corporations.-Every foreign nonprofit corporation ·re
quired by the provisions of this article to obtain a cer
tificate of authority to do business in this Common
wealth shall have and continuously maintain in this 
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Commonwealth a registered office which may, but need 
not be, the same as its place of business in this Com
monwealth. The address, including street and number, 
if any, of the initial registered office of each foreign 
corporation shall be stated. in rts application for a cer
tificate of authority to do business in this Common
wealth. A foreign nonprofit corporation may, from time 
to time, change the address of its registered office upon 
obtaining from th~. Department of State before such 
change is made an amended certificate of authority, as 
hereinafter provided in this article. 

Section 907. Amended Certificate of Authority.-A. 
After receiving a certificate of authority, a foreign non
profit corporation may, subject to the provisions of this 
act, change its name, or the address of its registered 
office in the Commonwealth, or be authorized to do in 
this. Commonwealth other or additional business than 
that authorized by its certificate of authority, by filing 
with the Department of State an application for an 
amended certificate of authority and proof of the adver
tisement hereinafter required by this section. Such ap
plication shall be executed under the seal of the corpora
tion, signed and verified by two duly authorized officers 
thereof, and shall set forth the changes desired by the 
corporation. 

B. .A. foreign nonprofit corporation shall, before mak
ing application to the Department of State, advertise its 
intention to apply for an amended certificate of au
th-0rity by publication in a manner similar to that pre
scribed in this act in the case of the formation of a 
domestic nonprofit corporation. Advertisements shall 
appear at least three days prior to the day on which 
application is made to the Department of State, and 
shall set forth briefly : 

(1) The name of the corporation and of the state or 
country under the laws of which it is formed. . 

(2) If the application is for permission to do in this 
Commonwealth other or additional business, the char
acter and nature of the business it proposes to do under 
the amended certificate of authority. 

(3) If the application is for a change of name, the 
new name under which it proposes to do business. 

( 4) If the application is for change of the registered 
office of the corporation to another county, the address, 
including street and number, if any, of its then reg
istered office, and the address, including street and num
ber, if any, to which the registered office is to be changed. 
' C. If the Department of State finds that the pro
visions of this article have been complied with and that 
the applicant corporation is entitled to an amended cer
tificate of authority, it shall forthwith, but not prior to 
the day specified in the advertisement heretofore re
quired by this section, endorse its approval upon the 
application, and when all fees and charges have been 
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paid, as required by law, shall file the application and 
issue to the applicant corporation an amended certificate 
of authority setting forth the desired changes. The 
amended certificate of authority shall be recorded in the 
office of the recorder of deeds of the county in which 
the original certificate of authority was recorded. If 
the address of the registered office of the applicant cor
poration was changed from one county to another coun
ty, then the corporation shall have recorded in the office 
of the recorder of deeds of the county in which its new 
registered office is situated its original ap.d amended 
certificates of authority, and a verified copy of its ar
ticles. 

Section 908. Amendments to Articles of Foreign Non
profit Corporations.-Upon amendment of the articles of 
any foreign nonprofit corporation authorized by a certifi
cate of authority to transact business in this Common
wealth, such corporation shall forthwith file with the 
Department of State a copy of such amendment, duly 
authenticated by the proper official of the state or coun
try under the laws of which such corporation is organ
ized, and shall also file a verified copy thereof in the office 
of the reeorder of deeds of the county in which its regis
tered office is located in this Commonwealth. The filing 
of any such amendment shall not of itself enlarge or 
alter the nature or kind of business which such corpo
ration is authorized to transact in this Commonwealth, 
nor authorize such corporation to transact business in 
this Commonwealth under any other name than the 
name set forth in its certificate of authority, unless such 
corporation shall apply for and receiye an amended cer
tificate of authority as hereinbefore provided in this 
article. 

Section 909. Merger of Foreign Nonprofit Corpora
tions.-Whenever a foreign nonprofit corporation au
thorized by a certificate of authority to transact business 
in this Commonwealth shall be a party to a statutory 
merger permitted by the laws of the state or country 
under which it is organized, and such corporation shall 
be the surviving corporation, it shall forthwith file with 
the Department of State a copy of the articles of mer
ger, duly authenticated by the proper officer of the state 
or country under the laws of which such statutory mer
ger was effected, and shall also file a verified copy 
thereof in the office of the recorder of deeds of the 
county in which its registered office is located in this 
Commonwealth. It shall not be necessary for such cor
poration to procure either a new or amended certificate 
of authority to transact business in this Commonwealth, 
unless the name of such corporation be changed thereby, 
or unless the corporation desires to transact in this 
Commonwealth other or additional business than that 
which it is then authorized to transact in this Common
wealth. 
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Section 910. General Powers of Foreign Nonprofit 
Corporations. - A foreign nonprofit corporation which 
shall have received a certificate of authority under this 
act, so long as such certificate of authority shall not be 
revoked or cancelled, shall enjoy the same, but no great
er, rights and privileges as a domestic nonprofit corpo
ration, and, except as in this act otherwise provided, 
shall be subject to the same liabilities, restrictions, du
ties and penalties now in force or hereafter imposed 
upon domestic corporations of like character, to the 
same extent as if it had been organized under this act 
to transact the business set forth 'in its certificate of 
authority. 

Section 911. Revocati9n of Certificate of Authority. 
-Whenever the Department of State shall find that a 
foreign nonprofit corporation is doing in this Common
wealth a business which a domestic nonprofit corpora
tion could not do, or is exceeding the authority contained 
in its original or amended certificate of authority, or 
has changed its name or the location of its registered 
office without first securing an amended certificate of 
authority from the Department of State, or ·has failed 
to :file a copy of its articles, or a copy of any amend
ments thereto, or its certificate of authority, or any 
amended certificate of authority, in the office of the re
corder of deeds of the county in which its registered 
office is situated, or is violating any of the laws of this 
Commonwealth, the Department of State shall give no
tice by registered mail to such corporation that such 
default exists and that its certificate of authority, in
cluding any amendments thereto, will be revoked and 
cancelled unless such default shall be cured within thirty 
days after the mailing of such notice. If such default 
shall not be cured within such period of thirty days, the 
Department of State shall revoke and cancel the cer
tificate of authority of such foreign corporation, in
cluding any amendments thereto. Upon revoking and 
cancelling any such certificate of authority, the Depart
ment of State shall mail to such corporation, at its reg
istered office in this Commonwealth, a certificate of revo
cation, and shall mail a copy of such certificate to thP 
recorder of deeds of the county in which the registered 
office of th~ corporation is situated, who shall record 
the same without any fee therefor. Upon the issuance 
of such certificate of revocation, the authority of the 
corporation to transact business in this Commonwealth 
shall cease, and such corporation shall not thereafter 
transact any business in this Commonwealth unless it 
applies for and receives a new certificate of authority. 

Section 912. Service of Process.-Serviee of process 
against a foreign nonprofit corporation upon the Sec
retary of the Commonwealth shall be made by the sheriff 
of Dauphin County by leaving the fee the plaintiff is 
required by law to pay for this service, and two copies 
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of the process, at the -office of the Secretary of the Com
monwealth,. The sheriff shall make due return of his 
service of the process to the oourt, magistrate, or justice 
of the peace issuing the same. Such process may be 
issued by any court, magistrate, or justice of the peace 
having jurisdiction of the subject matter of the con
troversy in any county of the Commonwealth in which 
the corporation shall have its registered office, or in the, 
county in which the right of action arose. When legal 
process against any such corporation has been served 
upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, he shall im
mediately send by mail, postage prepaid, one copy of 
such process directed. to the corporation at its registered 
·address. The fee paid by the plaintiff to the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth at the time of the service shall 
be taxed in the plaintiff's costs if he prevails in: the 
suit necessitating the service of the process. The Sec
retary of the Commonwealth shall keep & record of the 
day and hour of the service of such process on him, and 
a certified copy of such record shall be sufficient e>vi
dence thereof. The service of process on the Secretal'y 
of the Commonwealth under this section shall be of the 
same legal force and validity as if the process had been 
served on the corporation, and the authority for such 
service of process shall continue in force as long as any 
liability remains outstanding against the corporation in 
this Commonwealth. Nothing herein contained shall 
limit or affect the right to serve any process, notic~, or 
demand required or permitted by law to be served upon 
a foreign corporation in any other manner now or here
after permitted by law. 

Section 913. Penalty for Doing Business Without 
Certificate of Authority.-Any person, agent, officer or 
employe of a foreign nonprofit corporation, who shall 
transact any business within this Commonwealth for any 
such foreign nonprofit corporation without first obtain1. 
ing a certificate of authority as provided in this artiefo, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment not exceed
ing thirty days, and by a fine not exceeding one thou
sand dollars ($1,000.00), or either, in the discretion of 
the court trying the same, but the failure of any such 
corporation to apply for and secure a certificate of au
thority from the Department of State shall not impair 
or affect the validity of any contract with such corpo
ration, and actions or proceedings at law or in equity 
may be instituted and maintained on any such contract. 
No such action, however, shall be instituted or recovery 
had by any such corporation on any such contract, either 
-expressed or implied, in any of the courts of this Com
monwealth, or before any justice of the peace or magis
trate thereof, until such corporation shall obtain a cer
tificate of authority, and shall pay to the Department 
of State a fine of two hundred fifty qollars ($250.00). 
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Section 914. Acquisition of Real Property.-Every 
foreign nonprofit corporation authorized to transact 
business within this Commonwealth may. acquire, hold, 
mortgage, lease and transfer real property in this Com
monwealth, in the same manner and subject to the same 
limitations as nonprofit corporations formed under the 
laws of this Commonwealth. Every such corporation 
may purchase in its corporate name, at any sheriff's or 
other judicial sale, any real estate within this Common
wealth upon which such corporation may have or hold 
a judgment or lien, and may, at its pleasure, sell and 
convey such real estate. All the rights, privileges and 
.duties now by law accorded to and imposed upon lien 
creditors purchasing at judicial sales are hereby ex
tended, ,to such corporations. 

Section 915. Surrender of Certificate of Authority.
A. Any foreign nonprofit corporation may withdraw 
£rom doing business in this Commonwealth and surren
der its. certificate of authority by filing with the Depart
ment of State an application for a certificate of with
drawal executed under the seal of the corporation, and 
signed and verified by two duly authorized officers there
of, which shell set forth : 

(1) The name of the corporation. 
(2) The state or country of its incorporation. 
(3) The date on which it received a certificate of 

authority to do business in the Commonwealth. 
( 4) A statement that it revokes its designation of 

the Secretary of the Commonwealth as the person on 
whom pr.ocess against it may be served in this Com
monwealth. 

(5) . A statement that it surrenders its certificate of 
authority to do business in this Commonwealth. 

(6) A statement that it consents that process against 
~t in an action or proceeding upon any liability or· 
obligation • incurred within this Commonwealth before 
the issuance of the certificate of withdrawal may be 
served upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth after 
the filing of such certificate. 

(7) A post-office address to which the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth may mail a copy of any process 
against it that may be served upon him. 

B. A foreign nonprofit corporation shall, befor.e mak
ing application for a certificate of withdrawal, advertise 
its intention to withdraw from doing business in this 
Commonwealth in a manner similar to that hereinafter 
required by this act in the case of the voluntary dis
solution of a domestic nonprofit corporation. 

C. Upon the filing of such application, proof of the 
advertisement heretofore required by this section, and 
the return for cancellation of the corporation's certifi
cate of authority, or the filing of proof that it has been 
lost or destroyed, the Department of State, after all fees 
and charges have. been paid, as required by law, shall 
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cancel the certificate of authority, if any, and shall issue, 
in duplfoate, a certificate of withdrawal. The Depart
ment of State shall return one of such certificates of 
withdrawal to the corporation, or its representative, and 
shall send the other to the recorder of deeds of the 
county in which the registered office of the corporation 
in" this Commonwealth is situated, who· shall record the 
same without fee therefor. Upon the issuance ·of the 
certificate of withdrawal, the authority of the. corpora
tion to do business within this Commonwealth shall cease 
and determine, and no such corporation doing Business 
in this Commonwealth after the issuance of such cer
tificate shall maintain any action in this Commonwealth 
upon any contract made ·by it in this Commonwealth 
subsequent to the issuance of such certificate of with
drawal. The issuance of such certificate shall not, how
ever, affect any action pending at the time thereof, or 
affect any right of action upon any contract made by 
such corporation in the Commonwealth before the issu
ance of the certificate. Process against the corporation 
in an action upon any liability or obligation incurred 
within this Commonwealth, before the issuance of sueh 
certificate, may be served thereafter· upon the Secretar;y 
of the Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE X 
DISSOLUTION AND WINDING UP 

Section 1001. Voluntary Dissolution.-A. Any non
profit corporation may, upon application to the equity 
side of the court of common pleas of the county in which 
its registered office is located, or in which its principal 
activities are conducted, be dissolved and wind up its 
affairs. Before the application is made to the court, a 
resolution authorizing the institution of voluntary pro
ceedings for the dissolution of the corporation shall be 
approved by a majority vote, or such other vote as the 
articles may require, of each class of members of the 
corporation, at a regular or special meeting convened 
after proper notice of this purpose to all members. 

B. Application to the court shall be made by a pe
tition of the corporation, signed and verified by at least 
two duly authorized officers thereof. The petition shalt 
be under the seal of the corporation, and shall, among 
other things, set forth : 

(1) The name and location of the registered office 
of the corporation. 

(2) The act of Assembly under which the corP9-
ration was formed, the date when the court enterec1 the 
decree of incorporation, and the date when and the 
place where the original articles were recorded. 

(3) The time and place of the meeting of the mem
bers of the corporation at which the resolution authoriz
ing the dissolution proceeding was adopted, the kind 
and period of notice of the meeting. given to the mem-
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hers, and t.he total vote by which the resolution was 
adopted. , 

( 4) An inventory of all the real and personal prop
erty of the corporation, which shall show separately 
any real or personal property held in trust by the cor
poration. 

(5) A statement of all liens and encumbrances upon 
the corporate property, and all outstanding claims of 
the corporation. 

( 6) The names and addresses of all the existing 
members of the corporation, to the extent this informa
tion is known, and their respective rights, if any, to 
share in the corporate asse~ in excess of the debts and 
obligations of the corporation .. 

The petition shall in all case,$ be accompanied by a 
certified copy of tha charter of the corporation, the reso. 
lution authorizing the institution of the dissolution pro
ceedings, and any trust instrument relating to any real 
or personal property of the corporation. Upon the pres
entation of the petition to the court, the proceedings 
for dissolution shall be deemed to commence, and there
after the corporation shall cease to transact any busi
ness whatsoever, except insofar as may be necessary for 
the winding up of the affairs of the corporation. 

C. Upon the presentation of the petition, the court 
shall enter a preliminary decree appointing a day for 
the hearing of the petition and directing all persons in
terested in the corporation at that time to show cause, 
if any they have, why the corporation should not be 
dissolved. The petitioners shall advertise the contents 
of the decree once a week for two consecutive weeks in 
the county wherein the regii;itered office of the corpo
ration is located, and also in the county where the prin
cipal activities of the corporation are conducted, if the 
petition for dissolution is filed in such county. Adver
tisements shall appear in a newspaper of general cir
culation published within the county and in the. l~giµ 
newspaper, if any, designated. by the rules of court for 
the publication of legal notices ; otherwise, in two J:l.ews
papers of general circulation puplished within the coun
ty. Where there is but one newspaper of general cir
culation published in any county, advertisements in such 
newspaper shall be. sufficient. On the day fixed in the 
decree, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, 
proof of the advertisements heretofore required shall be 
presented to the court, whereupon the court shall con
sider the petition. If the court shall be satisfied. that 
the prayer of the petition may be granted without 
prejudice to the public welfare or \ha interests of tll.e 
members of the corporation, the court shall decree that 
the petition is approved and that upon the recording 
of the peijtion and decree the corporation shall be dis
solved. Before entering the :final decree of dissolution, 
the court shall cause the assets of the corporation to be 
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mar.shaled and the property rights to be adjudicated, 
either by proceedings before the court or before a mas
ter appointed by it, provided that property devoted to 
religious, literary, educational or charitable uses shall 
not be diverted from the objects for which it was do
nated, granted, bequeathed or devised. In entering the 
final decree, the court shall order the distribution of the 

.. property and assets of the corporation among the mem
bers entitled thereto, shall direct what disposition shall 
be made of any real or personal property devoted to 
any religious, literary, educational or charitable use, 
and shall designate the directors of the corporation, or, 
having proper cause, a liquidating trustee, to wind up 
the affairs of the corporation according to the decree of 
the court. Upon the recording of the petition and de
cree of the court in a manner similar to that heretofore 
Hpeci:fied in this act in the case of the formation of a 
corporation, the dissolution of the corporation shall be
come effective, and thereafter the corporation, or the 
liquidating trustee appointed by the court, shall wind 
up the affairs of the corporation in accordance with the 
decree. 

D. The prothonotary, in making the monthly report 
to the Department of State heretofore required by this 
act, shall include in such report the name and the lo
cation of the registered office of every corporation which, 
during the preceding month, was dissolved by proceed
ings under this section. For this service, the prothono
tary shall receive a fee of one dollar ($1.00) from each 
corporation. The Department of State shall cancel the 
registration of the name of the corporation and shall 
note after the name the date the corporation was dis
solved. 

Section 1002. · Dissolution of Certain Religious Cor
porations.-Whenever any nonprofit corporation organ
ized for the support of puhlic worship, by reason of the 
shifting of population, withdrawal of membership, or 
any other cause whatsoever, has ceased to support public 
worship within the intent and meaning of its articles, 
the diocesan convention, presbytery, synod. conference, 
council, or other supervising and controlling organiza
tion of which the corporation is a member or with which 
it is in allegiance and to which it is subordinate, may 
petition the equity side of the court of common pleas of 
the county in which the registered office of the corpora
tion is located, setting forth the facts of the case and 
praying for a decree of dissolution. The petition shall 
be under the seal of the organization, signed and verified 
by at least two duly authorized officers thereof, and 
shall set forth the information heretofore required to 
he set forth in a petition for the voluntary dissolution 
of a corporation, to the extent that such iriformation is 
applicable. The court shall, after notice and hearing as 
heretofore provided in this article, enter a decree of 
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dissolution if satisfied that the prayer of the petition 
may be granted without prejudice to the public welfare 
or the interests of the members of the corporation. Upon 
the recording of the petition and decree of the court, 
as heretofore provided in this article, the dissolution of 
the corporation shall become effective. 

Section 1003. Disposal of Real Estate of Dissolved 
Religious Corporatio:tts.-In entering a final decree of# 
dissolution of a corporation organized for the support 
of public worship, the court shall, by its decree, pro
vide for the disposition of the real estate of the corpo-
ration, either by- · · , · 

. (1) Vesting title' thereto in such other corporation 
as may, by its articles, be orga:qized for the purpose of 
holding title to the real estate held for .public worship, 
according to the formularies of the church to which the 
dissolved corporation :was in allegiance, or 

(2) Authorizing the sale thereof by a master or trus
tee appointed for that purpose and the vesting of the 
proceeds, upon the confirmation of such sale, in such 
body as may be directed by the court, to be held in trust 
for carrying out the intent and purpose of public wor
ship, or 

(3) Vesting the title thereto in any incorporated or 
unincorporated body designated by the petitioners to 
the same uses and trusts as the same was theretofore 
held by the dissolved corporation. 

Any sale of real estate decreed by the court under 
this section shall vest in the purchaser thereof a title 
in fee simple discharged of any trust under which the 
property was theretofore held, and the trust shall be 
impinged upon the proceeds of the sale in the hands of 
the holder thereof. 

Section 1004. Continuation of Corporation After Dis
solution.-All nonprofit corporations, whether they ex
pire by their own limitations or are otherwise dissolvell, 
shall nevertheless continue to exist for a period of two 
years after the date of dissolution for the purpose of 
winding up their affairs, prosecuting and defending ac
tions by or against them, collecting and discharging 
obligations, disposing of and conveying their property, 
and collecting and 'dividing their assets, but not for the 
purpose of continuing business, except in so far as nee· 
essary for the winding up of the corporation. No ac
tion or proceeding to which a corporation is a party 
shall abate by the dissolution of the corporation . 

.ARTICLE XI 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND REPEALER 

Section 1101. Effective Date.-This act shall become 
effective on· the third day of July, <>ne thousand nine 
hundred thirty-three. 
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Section 1102. Acts and Parts of Acts Specifically Re
pealed.-The following acts and parts of acts are hereby 
specifically repealed as particularly set forth : 

The act approved the sixth day of April, one thou
sand seven hundred ninety-one (Three Smith's Laws, 
twenty), entitled "An act to confer on certain associa
tions of the citizens of this commonwealth the powers 
and immunities of corporations, or bodies politic in 
law," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-eighth day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred twenty (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred sixty-nine), entitled "An act to regulate 
proxies,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the thirty-first day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred eighty), entitled" A supplement to an act, 
entitled, 'An act to regulate proxies,' " absolutely. 

The act approved the sixth day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred thirty (Pamphlet Laws, forty
two), entitled ''A supplement to an act entitled 'An 
act to incorporate the owners and occupiers of the 
Wicacoa and Moyamensing meadows, in the county of 
Philadelphia, for the sole purpose of keeping the banks, 
dams, sluices and flood gates, in repair, and to raise a 
fund to defray the expenses thereof,' passed twelfth 
April, eighteen hundred and twenty-eight, and for other 
purposes,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corpo
rations. 

Section two of the act approved the thirtieth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred forty-four (Pam
phlet Laws, five hundred thirty-two), entitled "A fur
ther supplement to the act, entitled 'An Act erecting a 
new county out of the northern part of Luzerne County, 
to be called Wyoming,' and for other purposes," in so 
far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twentieth day of February, <me 
thousand eight hundred fifty-four (Pamphlet Laws, 
ninety), (Number fifty-three), entitled" An Mt author
izing Courts of Common Pleas to incorporate Scientific, 
Agricultural and other Associations," absolutely. 

Sections four, five, eight, nine and twelve, of the act 
approved the twenty-sixth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred fifty-five (Pamphlet Laws, three hundred 
twenty-eight), entitled "An act relating to Corpora
tions and to Estates held for Corporate, Religious and 
Charitable uses," in so far as it relates to nonprofit cor
porations. 

The act approveci the third day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred fifty-five {Pamphlet Laws, four hundred 
twenty-three), (Number four hundred forty-eight), en
titled "An act relating to Corporations," in so far as 
it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the ninth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred fifty-six (Pamphlet Laws, two hun
dred ninety-three), (Number three hundred eight), en-
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titled ''Supplement to the acts relating to incorporations 
by the Courts of Common Pleas,'' in so far as it relates 
to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the thirty-first day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred sixty-eight (Pamphlet Laws, 
fifty), entitled "An act to authorize incorporated com
panies to invest and re-invest surplul!I funds in mort
gages, stocks and other securities, and fixing the time for 
holding elections for directors,'' in so far as it relates 
to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the fifteenth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred sixty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, twenty
nine), entitled "An act requiring a majority of the 
directors or managers of corporations to constitute a 
quorum,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the fourth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred seventy-two (Pamphlet Laws, forty), 
entitled ''An act supplemental to an act, entitled 'A 
supplement to acts relating to incorporations by the 
courts of common pleas,' approved on the ninth day of 
April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corpora
tions. 

The act approved the ninth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred seventy-three (Pamphlet Laws, 
sixty-seven), (Number forty-five), entitled "An act for 
the further protection of cemeteries in the state of 
Pennsylvania," in so far at it relates to nonprofit cor
porations. 

With the exception of section forty-one, the act ap
proved the twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy
three), entitled "An act to provide for the incorporation 
and regulation of certain corporations,'' and its amend
ments, in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the fourteenth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred sixty-five), entitled "An act to perm.it 
cemetery companies, not organized for the purpose of 
corporate profit, to take and hold any grant, donation 
or bequest of property, for the uses herein mentioned," 
absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-six (Pamphlet Laws, 
nine), entitled "An act empowering camp meeting as
sociations to employ a police force,'' in so far as it re
lates to nonprofit corporations. 
· The act approved the seventeenth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-six (Pamphlet Laws, 
thirty), entitled ''A supplement to an act approved 
April twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four, entitled 'An Act to provide for the in
corporation and regulation of certain corporations,' pro
viding for the further regulation of such corporations 
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and for the incorporation and regulation of certain ad
ditional corporations," in so far as it relates to nonprofit 
corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-six (Pamphlet Laws, 
fortyi-seven), (Number thirty-six), entitled "An act 
supplementary to the act, entitled 'An act to provide 
for the incorporation and regulation of certain corpora
tions,' approved the twenty-ninth day of April, Anno 
Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-four, extending 
its provisions to all who may have the right to vote at 
elections for directors, managers or trustees,'' in so far 
as it relates to nonprofit corporaticms. 

The act approved the eighth day of May, one thou
sand eight hundred seventy-six (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred forty-three), (Number one hundred sixteen), 
entitled ''An act to enable hospitals, schools and chari
table institutions generally to purchase, receive, take and 
hold ground rents for investments," absolutely. 
· The act approved the seventeenth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-eight (Pamphlet Laws, 
twenty-one), entitled "An act to extend to park, glen 
and pic-nic associations the rights and privileges con
ferred upon camp meeting associations, by an act, en
titled 'An act empowering camp meeting associations to 
employ a police force,' approved March twenty-third, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six,'' in so far as it relates 
to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the seventeenth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-eight (Pamphlet Laws, 
twenty-two), entitled ''An act to authorize exhibition 
companies to mortgage their real and personal property 
and franchises," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-second day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-eight (Pamphlet Laws, 
ninety-six), (Number one hundred twenty-nine), en
titled ''An act to extend the time during which cor
porations may hold and convey the title to real estate 
heretofore bought under execution or conveyed to them 
in satisfaction of debts, and now remaining in their 
hands unsold,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit cor
porations. 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of May, one 
tlwusand eight hundred seventy-eight (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred fifty-two), (Number one hundr.ed ·ninety
three), entitled ''An act to authorize certain corpora
tions for charitable purposes to receive or bind out upon 
indenture children committed to their charge, whose 
maintenance is unprovided for by their parents• or 
guardians," absolutely. 

The act approved the ninth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred seventy-nine (Pamphlet Laws, six
teen), (Number thirteen), entitled "An act to remove 
the disability of disqualification of married women for 
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acting as corporators or officers of any association in
corporated heretofore, or that may be hereafter incor· 
porated, for purposes of learning, benevolence, charity 
or religion, 71 absolutely. , 

The act approved the thirteenth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred seventy-nine (Pamphlet Laws, 
sixty), (Number sixty-one), entitled "An act to enable 
hospitals, schools, charitable, literary and religious in
stitutions generally, to purchase real estate sold by the 
sheriff," absolutely. 

The act approved the tenth day of June, one thou
sand eight hundred eighty-one (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred one), entitled ''An act relative to the appoint
ment of police for corporations organized under the laws 
of this commonwealth for the preservation and propaga
tion of fish," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-sixth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-three (Pamphlet Laws, 
fourteen), (Number thirteen), entitled" An act for the 
protection of agricultural and horticultural societies," 
in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-second day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-three (Pamphlet Laws, 
forty-one), entitled "An act to revive and continue in 
force the provisions of an act, entitled, 'An act to ex
tend the time during which corporations may hold and 
convey the title to real estate heretofore bought under 
execution, or conveyed to them in satisfaction of debts, 
and now remaining in their hands unsold,' approved 
the twenty-second day of May, Anno Domini eighteen 
hundred and seventy-eight,'' in so far as it relates to 
nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred sixty-seven), entitled ''An act empowering 
the Governor of this Commonwealth to appoint special 
officers, or policemen for incorporated or unincorporated 
associations, heretofore or hereafter organized, for any 
charitable purpose,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit 
corporations. · 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred seventy-seven), entitled ''A supplement to 
an act, entitled 'An act to provide for the incorporation 
and regulation of certain corporations,' approved April 
twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred and seventy. 
four, regulating the method of the choice of directors 
in certain corporations of the :first class," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-five (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred seventy-eight), entitled "An act to amend an 
act, entitled 'An act to enable the officers of dissolved 
corporations to convey real estate held by such corpora
tio.ns~' authorizing the court to direct the sale of such 
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real estate, on the petition of any one, or more of the 
shareholders," in so far as it relates to nonprofit cor
porations; 

The act approved the twenty-third day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred sixty-five), (Number ninety-three), entitled 
''A supplement to an act, entitled 'An act to provide 
for the incorporation and regulation of certain corpora
tions,' approved April twenty-ninth, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-four, and its supplements, regulat
ing the method of the choice of directors in certain cor
porations of the first class," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-third day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred seventy-six), entitled "An act to authorize 
certain corporations, incorporated and existing under 
the laws of any other State of the United States, to 
purchase certain real estate at judicial sales, and to hold 
and convey the same under certain conditions,'' in so 
far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
two hundred sixty-five), (Number one hundred fifty
one), entitled "A further supplement to 'the· oorpora
tion act of one thousand eight hundred and seventy
four,' authorizing the formation of associations for the 
prevention of cruelty to children and aged persons,'' 
absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-sixth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-seven (Pamphlet La~, 
two hundred seventy-four), (Number one hundred 
sixty), entitled "A supplement to an act to revive and 
continue in force the provisions of an act, entitled 'An 
act to extend the time during which corporations may 
hold and convey the title to real estate heretofore bought 
under execution, or conveyed to them in satisfaction of 
debts, and now remaining in their hands unsold,' ap
proved the twenty-second day of May, Anna Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three,'' in so 
far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the fourteenth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred eighty-three), entitled "An act to pro
vide for the incorporation and regulation of companies, 
not for profit, organized for the encouragement of the 
arts and sciences and of agriculture and horticulture, 
and to confer upon such companies the right of eminent 
domain," absolutely. · 

The act approved the twenty-second day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, 
forty-two), (Number forty), entitled" A supplement to 
•An act relating to corporations and to estates held for 
corporate, religious and charitable uses,' approved the 
twenty-sixth day of April, Anno Domini one thouaand 
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eight hundred and fifty-five, increasing the limit of real 
and personal estates which may be held by such corpora
tions,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the ninth day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred eighty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, one hun
dred sixty-three), entitled "An act providing for the 
incorporation and reguJation· of Young Men's Christian 
Associations," absolutely. 

The act approved the thirteenth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred ninety-four), entitled "An act to authorize 
the chartering of associations of employes and to pro
vide punishments for the fraudulent appropriation or 
use of their property," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-first day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred eighty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, 
two hundred fifty-seven), entitled "A supplement to an 
act approved April twenty-ninth, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-four, entitled 'An act to provide 
for the incorporation and regulation of certain corpora
tions,' amending the thirteenth section thereof,'' in so 
far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The ac~ approved the fifteenth day of April, one thou
sand eiHht,}l.undred ninety-one (Pamphlet Laws, fifteen), 
entitled ''An act to amend an act, entitled '.An act to 
amend an act, entitled "An act to enable .the officers of 
dissolved corporations to convey real estate held by such 
corporations,' authorizing the court to direct the,sale of 
such real estate, on the petition of any ORe or more of 
th!3 shareholders,'' approved the twenty-fifth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-five,' au
thorizing the court to direct the sale of such real estate 
on the petition of any one or more of the shareholders 
or their legal representatives whenever requested so to 
do,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the fourteenth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
sixty-one), entitled ".An act to amend the fifth section 
of an act, entitled 'An act to provide for the i~c.orpora
tion and regulation of certain corporations,' approved 
April twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four, defining the officers of corporations and 
allowing certain officers receiving salaries to be directors 
and receive compensations,'' in so far as it relates to 
nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the sixteenth day of May, one thou
sand eight hundred ninety-one (Pamphlet Laws, eighty
eight), entitled "An act to authorize burial or cemetery 
companies to accept trusts in certain cases," in so far as 
it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twentieth day of May, one thou
sand eight hundred. ninety-one (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred one), (Number seventy-seven), entitled "An 
act authorizing salaried officers of private or business 
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corporations to concurrently serve as directors therein," 
in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the eight day"of June, one thousand 
eight hundred ninety-one (Pamphlet Laws, two hun
dred eleven), entitled "An act relating to real estate 
given or devised to corporations to be used for religious 
or charitable purposes,'' in so far as it relates to non
profit corporations, 

The act approved the tenth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred ninety-three (Pamphlet Laws, four
teen), entitled ''An act to enable eleemosynary corpo
rations to secure their property from liability to be 
wasted or incumbered by managers or beneficiaries of 
the estate," absolutely. 

The act approved the eighteenth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-three (Pamphlet Laws, 
eighty-eight), entitled "An act to revive and eontinue 
in force provisions of an act, entitled 'An act to extend 
the time during which corporations may hold and con
vey the title to real estate heretofore bought µnder 
execution, or conveyed to them in satisfaction of debts 
and now remaining in their hands unsold,' approved 
the twenty-sixth day of M.liy, Anno Domini one thou
sand eight hundred and. eighty-seven,'' absolutely. 

The act approved the sixth day of June, one th(msand 
eight hundred ninety-three (Pamphlet Laws, three hun
dred twenty-four), (Number two hundred sixty), en
titled "An act r~lating to corporations organized for 
religious, educational, literary, scientific or charitable 
purposes," absolutely. 

The act approved the eighth day of June, one .thou
sand eight hundred ninety-three (Pamphlet Laws, three 
hundred fifty-five), entitled "An act to regulate the 
change of location of the principal office, the place of 
annual and other meetings of stockholders, and the. time 
of such annual meetings of corporations of this Com
monwealth," in so far as it relates to nonprofit corpora
tions. 

The act approved the tenth day of June, one thou
sand eight hundred ninety-three (Pamphlet Laws, famr 
hundred thirty-five), entitled "An act amending an 
act, entitled 'A supplement to an act approved April 
twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred a.nd seventy
four, entitled "An act to provide.for the in.corporation 
and regulation of certain corporations,'' providing for 
the further regulation of such corporations, and for the 
incorporation and regulation of certain additional cor
porations,' approved April seventeenth, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-six, authorizing the ineor
poration of drainage companies," in. so far as it re
lates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of June, one 
thousand eight hlllldred ninety-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred ten), entitled "A further supplement to 
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·An act to provide for the incorporation and regulation 
of certain corporations,' approved April twenty-ninth, 
one thousand eight liundred and seventy-four," abso
lutely. 

The act approved the twenty-filth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred thirteen), entitled "An act to amend the 
second section of an act, entitled 'An act to provide for 
the incorporation and regulation of certain corpora
tions,' approved the twenty-ninth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-four, providing for 
the incorporation and maintenance of societies for the 
improvement of streets and public places," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-sixth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-five (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred twenty-seven), entitled ''An act to pro
vide for the incorporation of institutions of learning 
with power to confer degrees in art, pure and applied 
science, philosophy, literature, medicine, law and the
ology, and for the supervision and regulation of the 
same, and providing a method by which institutions 
already incorpo.rated may obtain the power to confer 
degrees, and exempting from the provisions of this act 
colleges heretofore incorporated by the courts of common 
pleas with power to confer degrees, in cases where such 
colleges have, at the time of the passage of this act, a 
specified amount of capital or resources," absolutely. 

The act approved the twentieth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred ninety-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
twenty-eight), (Number twenty-three), entitled "An act 
to revive and continue in force provisions of an act, en
titled 'An act to extend the time which corporations may 
hold and convey the title to real estate heretofore bought 
nnder execution, or conveyed to them in satisfaction of 
debts and now remaining in their hands unsold,' ap
proved the eighteenth day of May, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-three," absolutely. 

The act approved the fifteenth day of July, one thou
sand eight hundred ninety-seven (Pamphlet Laws, two 
hundred eighty-three), entitled "An act to amend the 
second section of an act, entitled 'An act to provide for 
the incorporation and regulation of certain corpora
tions,' approved the twenty-ninth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred and seventy-four, providing for the 
incorporation of associations for receiving and holding 
property, real and personal, of and for unincorporated 
religious, benevolent, charitable, educational, and mis
sionary societies and association'S, and executing trusts 
thereof," absolutely. 

The act approved the second day of May, one thou
sand eight hundred ninety-nine (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred sixty), entitled "An act to validate changes 
heretofore made in the names' of certain corporations not 
ednducted 'for profit, and to provide a method of makin!? 
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such changes hereafter," in so far as it relates to non
profit corporations. 

The act approved the ninth day of February, one 
thousand nine hundred one (Pamphlet Laws, three), 
entitlE1d ''An act to provide for increasing the capital 

. ,!;!tock an.d indebtedness of corporations,'' in so far · as 
it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the nineteenth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred one (Pamphlet Laws, eighty), 
(Number fifty-one), entitled "An act to regulate the 
number of directors in corporations chartered under· the 
laws of this Commonwealth," in so far as it rela~s to 
nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the nineteenth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred one (Pamphlet Laws, five hun
dred seventy-four), (Number two hundred eighty~one), 
entitled "An act authorizing the transfer, upon the 
books of the corporation, of lots in cemeteries, owned by 
the corporations of the first class," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred one (Pamphlet Laws, five hun
dred ninety-nine), entitled ''An act amending section 
three of 'An act to provide for the incorporation and 
regulation of companies, not for profit, organized for 
the encouragement of the arts and sciences and of ag
riculture and horticulture, and to confer on such com
panies the right of eminent domain,' approved the four
teenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-seven; enabling said corporations to increase 
their bonded indebtedness from two hundred thousand 
dollars to five hundred thousand dollars,'' absolutely. 

The act approved the fifteenth day of April, one th-Ou
sand nine hundred three (Pamphlet Laws, two hun
dred), (Number one hundred forty-five), entitled "An 
act to revive and continue in force the provisions of an 
act, entitled 'An act to extend the time during which 
corporations may hold and convey the title to real estate, 
heretofore bought under execution or conveyed to them 
in satisfaction of debts, and now remaining in their 
hands unsold,' approved the twentieth day of April, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and ninety
seven," in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the sixteenth day of March, one 
thousand nine hundred five (Pamphlet Laws, forty-two), 
(Number twenty-five), entitled "An act supplementary 
to an act, entitled 'An act to confer upon the several 
courts of common pleas of this Commonwealth jurisdic
tion of a court of equity in all cases of dower and parti
tion, and prescribing the method of procedure,' ap
proved July seventh, Anno Domini one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-five,'' in so far as it relates to non
profit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-second day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred five (Pamphlet Laws, two 
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hundred eighty), entitled "An act to amend section one 
of the act, entitled 'An act to provide for increasing the 
capital stock and indebtedne::;s of corporations,' approved 
the ninth day of lt'ebruary, Anno Domini one thousand 
nine hundred and one; authorizing corporations to in
crease their capital stock and indebtedness, and secure 
the payment of principal and interest of their iridbbted
ness, '' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

'rhe act approved the first day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred seven (Pamphlet Laws, one hU::b.dred 
forty), (Number one hundred eleven), entitled "An act 
to provide for the division of charitable corporations 
having more than one place where their operations are 
carried on and of their property and providing for the 
performance of public duties of such corporations,'' ab-· 
solutely. · 

The act approved the twenty-eighth day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred seven (Pamphlet Laws, three 
hundred), en ti tied ''A supplement to an act, entitled 
'An act to provide for the incorporation .and regulation 
of certain corporations,' approved April twe:aty-ninth, 
Anno Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-fmw; pro
viding for the incorporation of trustees appointed or to 
be appointed under the terms of any will, deed,· grant, 
or gift creating a trust or trusts for the benefit of the 
people of any incorporated city of this Commonwealth, 
for the advancement of learning; science, music, and 
art, or any one or more of said purposes, in which rep
resentatives of said city may have part in the manage
ment," absolutely. 

The act approved the eighteenth day of March, one 
thousand nine hundred nine (Pamphlet Laws, forty 
one), entitled "An act to better provide for perpetual 
care and preservation of burial-grounds or cemeteries 
within this Commonwealth," in so far as it relateH to 
nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-seventh day of April, 
one thousand nine hundred nine (Pamphlet Laws, two 
hundred six), entitled "An act to amend section six of 
Rn act, entitled 'An act to provide for the incorporation 
of institutions of learning with power to confer degrees 
in art, pure and applied science, ·philosophy, literatur< 
medicine, law, and theology, and for the supervisioi. 
and regulation of the same, and providing a method by 
which institutions already incorporated may obtain the 
power to confer degrees; and exempting from the pro
visions of this act colleges heretofore incorporated by 
the courts of common pleas, with power to confer de
grees, in cases where such colleges have, at the time· of 
the passage of this act, a specified amount of capital or 
resources,' so as to empower colleges devoted to a spe
cific subject in art, archmology, literature, or science 
(medical and law schools excepted), to work with a 
faculty of but three regular professors and two instruc-
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tors or fellows, without prejudice to their right to con
fer degress, '' absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-sixth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred eleven (Pamphlet Laws, eighty
two), entitled ''.A supplement to an act, entitled 'An act 
to provide for the incorporation and regulation of cer
tain corporations,' approved .April twenty-ninth, .Anno 
Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-four; providing 
for the incorporation of trustees llppointed or to be ap
pointed under the terms of any will, deed, grant, or 
gift creating a trust or trusts for the benefit of the peo
ple of any incorporated city of this Commonwealth, for 
the advancement of learning, science, music, art, or of 
any one or more of said purposes, in which ·representa
tives of said city may have part in the management; 
with power to confer degrees in art, pure and applied 
science, philosophy, literature, painting, music, medi
cine, law, and theology and for the supervision and 
regulation of the same,'' absolutely. 

The act approved the fifth day of May, one thoueand 
nine hundred eleven (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred 
seventy-two), entitled ''A supplement to an act, ~ntitled 
'.An act to provide for the incorporation and regulation 
of certain corporations,' approved the twenty-ninth day 
of .April, .Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four, authorizing the insertion of certain pro
visions in the charters of corporations for the support 
of public worship, and validating similar provisions in 
charters already granted," absolutely. 

The act approved the eighth day of June, one thou
sand nine hundred eleven (Pamphlet Laws, seven hun
dred ten), entitled ''An act to regulate the doing of 
business in this Commonwealth by foreign corporations; 
the registration thereof and service of process thereon; 
and providing punishment and penalties for the viola
tion of its provisions; and repealing previous legislation 
on the subject," in so far as it relates to nonprofit cor
porations. 

The act approved the ninth day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred eleven (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred 
thirty-eight), entitled ''An act providing for the report 
to the Auditor General, by the prothonotaries of the 
courts of common pleas, of corporations incorporated by 
such courts," absolutely. 

The act approved the fifteenth day of May, one thou
sand nine hundred thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, two hun
dred fourteen), entitled ''An act empowering all corpo
rations incorporated under the laws of the State of 
Pennsylvania, for purposes not for profit, to acquire, 
hold, use, and enjoy real estate of the clear yearly rental 
value or income of fifty thousand dollars," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-second day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, nine 
hundred one), entitled "An act to amend the second 
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section of an act, entitled '.A.n act empowering the Gfrv
ernor of this Commonwealth to appoint special officers 
or policemen for incorporated or unincorporated associa
tions heretofore or hereafter organized f.or any chari
table purpose,' approved the twenty-fifth day of June, 
Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and eighty
five," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-second day of April, one 
thousand nine aundred fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred seventy), entitled '' .A.n act to amend section 
four of an act, entitled, 'An act to regulate the doing 
of business in this Commonwealth by foreign corpora
tions; the registrati~n thereof and service of process 
thereon; and providing punishment and penalties for 
the violation of its provisions; and repealing previous 
legislation on the subject,' approved the eighth day of 
June, one thousand- nine hundred and eleven," in so 
far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the first day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred :fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred 
one), (Number three hundred eighteen), entitled ".A.n 
act relatiJ.Jg to the acquisition and holding of property, 
real and personal by any literary, scientific, educational, 

·religious, charitable, benevolent, or beneficial society, 
church, congregation, association, or body incorporated, 
or any trustee or trustees of any trust for charitable or 
benevolent objects or purposes; fixing the amount of 
such property which may thus be acquired and held; 
and providing for the increase of such amount, and a 
method of procedure for obtaining the right to such 
increase,'' absolutely. 

The act approved the :first day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred :fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, seven hundred 
three), (Number three hundred twenty), entitled "An 
act to authorize the insertion in the charter of any cor
poration. for the support of public worship or for any 
like religious purpose, either originally or by amend
ment, of a provision that the rector or minister chosen 
by such corporation to take charge of the religious serv
ices by it maintained, shall, during his continuance in 
said office of rector or minister, be ex officio president 
of the vestry, board of trustees, board of directors or 
governing body, by whatever name designated, of such 
corporation, and to validate similar provisions in the 
charters of such corporations heretofore granted," abso
lutely. 

The act approved the fifteenth day of June, one thou
sand nine hundred fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, nine hun
dred eighty-five), (Number four hundred twenty-seven), 
entitled ''An act to provide for the incorporation and 
regulation of companies not for profit, organized to en
courage and promote improvements in the breeding and 
management of poultry, pigeons, and game, and the 
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protection and preservation of forests, fish, game, and 
wild life," absolutely. 

The act approved the seventeenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, two 
hundred sixteen), entitled ''An act to provide for the 
change of object of the corporate existence of volunteer 
fire-companies and firemen's relief associations con 
nected with volunteer fire departments, and authorizing 
and providing a mode for the dissolution and surrender 
of the charter of said companies and associations," ab
solutely. 

The act approved the seventeenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, two 
hundred twenty-eight), entitled "An act to authorize 
the payment by corporations to their directors of com
pensation for services rendered by them," in so far as 
it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the eighteenth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, two 
hundred fifty-seven), entitled "An act to prevent the 
incorporation of societies and associations not for profit, 
with names, styles, or titles identical with or similar to 
the names, styles, or titles of State boards, commissions, 
or other activities, and the use by such societies and 
associations, already incorporated, of such names, styles, 
or titles, where such identity or similarity is calculated 
to result or has resulted in a confusion in the public 
mind between the recommendations and operations of 
such societies and associations and those of said State 
boards, commissions, or other activities," absolutely. 

The act approved the eleventh day of July, one thou
sand nine hundred seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, seven 
hundred seventy-six), entitled "An act to amend an 
aet, approved the fourteenth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-seven, entitled 'An act to 
provide for the incorporation and regulation of com
panies, not for profit, organized for the encouragement 
of the arts and sciences and of agriculture and horticul
ture, and to confer upon such companies the right of 
eminent domain,' as amended, enabling said corporations 
to increase their bonded indebtedness from five hundred 
thousand dollars to one million dollars,'' absolutely. 

The act approved the nineteenth day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred seventeen (Pamphlet Laws, one 
thousand one hundred twenty), entitled ''An act rela
tive to the incorporation of hospitals and charitable or 
eleemosynary institutions or societies in which indigent 
persons are treated, or to be treated or maintained, in 
whole or in part, at public expense, and to the amend
ment of the charters thereof,'' absolutely. 

The act approved the thirtieth day of March, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
fifty-four), (Number twenty-eight), entitled "Au act 
permitting corporations to change the date of their an-
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nual meeting as fixed by its charter," in so far as it 
relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-sixth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
two hundred ninety-nine), (Number one hundred fifty
one), entitled "An act empowering all corporations in
corporated under the laws of the State of Pennsylvania 
:for purposes not for profit to change, alter, and amend 
by by-law such provisions of their charters as are purely 
administrative," absolutely. 

The act approved the fifth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, three hun
dred ninety-five), entitled "A supplement to an a.at, 
approved the twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, 
seventy-three), entitled 'An act to provide for the in
corporation and regulation of certain corporations'; 
providing that a charter may be granted to a church for 
the purpose of the support of public worship and for 
the collateral purpose of conducting a public burial 
ground or cemetery; imposing certain duties upon the 
trustees in relation to the sale of burial lots, the care 
and maintenance of the same, and the care and dis
position of certain funds; providing for the audit of 
such funds by the corporation auditors, the filing of a 
bond by said trustees, and limiting the time for taking 
exceptions to the report of such auditors; and validat
ing charters heretofore granted or amended containing 
similar provisions as this act," absolutely. 

The act approved the twentieth day of May, one thou
sand nine hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, nine 
hundred eighty-eight), entitled "An act to amend sec
tions four and six of a supplement to an act, approved 
the twenty-sixth day of April, one thousand nine hun
dred and eleven (one thousand nine hundred and eleven1 
Pamphlet Laws, eighty-two), entitled 'A supplement to 
an act, entitled ''An act to provide for the incorporation 
and regulation of certain corporations," approved April 
twenty-ninth, Anno Domini eighteen hundred and sev
enty-four; providing for the incorporation of trustees 
appointed or to be appointed under the terms of any 
will, deed, grant, or gift creating a trust or trusts for 
the benefit of the people of any incorporated city of this 
Commonwealth, for the advancement of learning, science, 
music, art, or of any one or more of said purposes, in 
which representatives of said city may have part in the 
management; with power to confer degrees in art, pure 
and applied science, philosophy, literature, painting, 
music, medicine, law, and theology, and for the super
vision and regulation of the same'; conferring upon 
the State Council of Education powers and duties here
tofore vested in the College and University Council," 
abaolu.tely. 

The act approved the twentieth day of May. one thou-
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sand nine hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, one 
thousand eighteen), entitled "An act to amend sections 
five and seven, and repeal sections eight and ten, of an 
act, approved the twenty-sixth day of June, one thou
sand eight hundred ninety-five (Pamphlet Laws, three 
hundred twenty-seven), entitled 'An act to provide for 
the incorporation of institutions of learning with power 
to confer degrees in art, pure and applied science, phi
losophy, literature, medicine, law and theology, and for 
the supervision and regulation of the same, and pro
viding a method by which institutions already inoor
porated may obtain the power to confer degrees, and 
exempting from the provisions of this act colleges here
tofore incorporated by the courts of common pleas with 
power to confer degrees, in cases where such colleges 
have, at the time of the passage of this act, a specified 
amount of capital or resources'; conferring upon the 
State Council of Education powers and duties heretofore 
vested in the College and University Council,'' abso
lutely. 

The act approved the twenty-fifth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, one 
thousand one hundred forty-one), entitled "An act to 
amend section three of an act, approved the fourteenth 
day of June, one thousand eight hundred eighty-seven 
(Pamphlet Laws, three hundred and eighty-three), en
titled' An act to provide for the incorporation and regu
lation of companies, not for profit, organized for the en
couragement of the arts and scienceR and of agriculture 
and horticulture, and to con£ er upon such companies 
the right of eminent domain,' as amended; enabling said 
corporations to increase their bonded indebtedness," ab
solutely. 

The act approved the sixteenth day of May, one thou
sand nine hundred twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, two 
hundred forty-six), entitled "An act to provide for the 
registration and protection of names, titles, or designa
tions of associations, societies, orders, foundations, fed
erations, organizations, and corporations of the first 
class," in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-third day of l\Iay, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred nineteen), entitled ''An act to amend 
section six of an act, approved the twenty-sixth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-five (Pam
phlet Laws, three hundred and twenty-seven), entitled 
'An act to provide for the incorporation of institutions 
of learning with power to confer degrees in art, pure and 
applied science, philosophy, literature, medicine,. law, 
and theology, and for the supervision and regulation of 
the same, and providing a method by which institutions 
already incorporated may obtain the power to confer 
degrees; and exempting from the provisions of this act 
colleges heretofore incorporated by the courts of com-
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mon pleas, with power to confer degrees, in cases where 
such colleges have, at the time of the passage of this 
act, a specified amount of capital or resources,' as 
amended by prescribing additional requirements for 
institutions conferring degrees, making certain excep
tions therefrom, and imposing certain duties on the 
State Council of Education," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-fourth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred thirty-eight), entitled" An act authorizing 
corporations incorporated under the laws of any other 
State of the United States to acquire, use, encumber, and 
dispose of such real estate, and rights, and interests in, 
in the nature of or in respect to real estate, in Pennsyl
vania, as may be necessary and proper for the exercise 
of such of their corporate purposes as it may be lawful 
for them to exercise in this State; defining certain of 
their powers, rights, and liabilities in connection there
with; regulating the exercise of said rights by foreign 
public service corporations; repealing certain acts; and 
validating certain titles, rights, and interests heretofore 
acquired,'' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corpora
tions. 

The act approved the thirteenth day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, 
six hundred ninety-seven), entitled "An act to amend 
part of section three of the act, approved the twenty
ninth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), entitled 
'An act to provide for the incorporation and regulation 
of certain corporations,' by authorizing certain corpo
rations of the first class to be incorporated by the Gov
ernor," absolutely. 

The act approved the seventh day of April, one thou
sand nine hundred twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred eighty-three), entitled "An act providing that 
certificates of association and articles of incorporation 
or of any improvements, amendments, or alterations 
thereto may be acknowledged and sworn or affirmed to 
before a notary public or justice of the peace; validat
ing such acknowledgments made prior to the approval 
of this act," in so far as it relates to nonprofit corpora
tions. 

The act approved the seventh day of April, one thou
sand nine hundred twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, one 
hundred eighty-four), (Number one hundred thirty
three), entitled ''An act to amend section one of an act, 
approved the twenty-fourth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred and thirty-eight), entitled 'An act authorizing 
corporations incorporated under the laws of any other 
State of the United States to acquire, use, encumber, 
and dispose of such real estate, and rights, and interests 
in, in the nature of or in respect to real estate, in Penn-
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sylvania, as may be necessary and proper for the exer
cise of such of their corporate purposes as it may be 
lawful for them to exercise in this State; defining cer
tain of their powers, rights, and liabilities in connection 
therewith; regulating the exercise of said rights by 
foreign public service corporations; repealing certain 
acts; and validating certain titles, rights, and interests 
heretofore acquired,' by extending its provisions to cor
porations incorporated under the laws of the District 
of Columbia or by Act of Congress,'' in so far as it 
relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the thirtieth day of April, one thou
sand nine hundred twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred three), entitled '•An act relating to the disso
lution of corporations; and imposing certain duties on 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth and the prothono
taries, '' in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twelfth day of May, one thou
sand nine hundred twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, six hun
dred fifteen), entitled" An act pertaining to corporations 
organized or doing business within the Common
wealth; limiting the operation of their by-laws; and 
providing for the execution of contracts, notes, mort
gages, et cetera, by sucJ:i corporations,'' in so far as 
it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the ninth day of March, one thou
sand nine hundred twenty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, twen
ty-one), entitled "An act to amend the first portion of 
section two of the act approved the twenty-ninth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four 
(Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), entitled 'An act to 
provide for the incorporation and regulation of certain 
corporations,' as amended, providing for the incorpora
tion of first-class corporations for the purpose of foster
ing the laying out, adopting and improvement of high
way routes and transcontinental highways, and limiting 
the amount of real estate to be held by first-class cor
porations," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-ninth day of March, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
seventy), entitled "An act to amend section one of the 
act, approved the twenty-fifth day of April, one thou
sand eight hundred and seventy-six (Pamphlet Laws, 
forty-seven), entitled 'An act supplementary to the act 
entitled ''An act to provide for the incorporation and 
regulation of certain corporations," approved the twen
ty-ninth day of April, Anno Domini eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four, extending its provisions to all who 
may have the right to vote at elections for directors, 
managers, or trustees,' regulating the manner of voting 
in first-class corporations,'' absolutely. 

The act approved the eighteenth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred nine), entitled "An act to further amend 
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part of section three of the act, approved the twenty. 
ninth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), entitled 
'An act to provide for the incorporation and regulation 
of certain corporations,' by eliminating the provisions 
authorizing certain corporations of the first class to be 
incorporated by the Governor," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-second day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
three hundred fifty-three), (Number two hundred eight
een), entitled "An act to amend subdivision three of 
section three of an act, approved the twenty-ninth day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four 
(Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), entitled 'An act to 
provide for the incorporation and regulation of certain 
corporations,' by regulating the weekly advertisements 
for corporate charters,'' in so far as it relates to non
profit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-eighth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, 
four hundred eighty-three), entitled" An act to further 
amend section two of an act, entitled 'An act to provide 
for the incorporation and regulation of certain corpora
tions,' approved the twenty-ninth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-four (Pamphlet 
Laws, seventy-three), as amended; by providing for 
the incorporation of associations of taxpayers for the 
encouragement and promotion of good government in 
any county, city, borough, or township," absolutely. 

The act approved the fifth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred twenty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, eight hun
dred thirteen), entitled ''An act to amend section one 
of an act, approved the twenty-fourth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, four hundred thirty-eight), entitled 'An act au
thorizing corporations incorporated under the laws of 
any other State of the United States to acquire, use, 
encumber, and dispose of such real estate, and rights, 
and interests in, in the nature of or in respect to real 
estate, in Pennsylvania, as may be necessary and proper 
for the exercise of such of their corporate purposes as 
it may be lawful for them to exercise in this State; 
defining certain of their powers, rights, and liabilities 
in connection therewith; regulating the exercise of said 
rights by foreign public service corporations; repealing 
certain acts; and validating certain titles, rights, and 
interests heretofore acquired,' as amended; by provid
ing that stockholders of such corporations owning real 
estate in this State, and who reside in this State, shall 
have the right to inspect the books, documents, and rec
ords of such corporations the same as in case of domestic 
corporations, and granting to courts of common pleas 
jurisdiction and power to enforce such right," in so far 
its it rP!ates to nonprofit corporations. 
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'l'he act approved the sixth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred twenty-seven (Pamphlet Laws, eight hun
dred twenty-eight), (Number four hundred seventeen), 
entitled ''An act to further amend the second paragraph 
of the fifth section of an act, approved the twenty-ninth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and seventy
four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), entitled 'An act 
to provide for the incorporation and regulation of cer
tain corporations,' " absolutely. 

The act approved the thirteenth day of March, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, 
twenty-one), entitled "An act to amend the act, ap
proved the twenty-second day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, forty
two), entitled 'A supplement to ''An act relating to cor
porations and to estates held for corporate, religious 
and charitable uses," approved the twenty-sixth day of 
April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred ·and 
fifty-five, increasing the limit of real and personal es
tates which may be held by such corporations,' by fur
ther increasing the limit of such estates which may be 
held by such corporations, societies, or congregations,'' 
in so far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the eighteenth day of April, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-nine (Pamphlet Laws, 
five hundred thirty-nine), entitled "An act to amend 
section two of the act, approved the first day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and fifteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
seven hundred and one), entitled 'An act relating to the 
acquisition and holding of property, real and personal, 
by any literary, scientific, educational, religious, chari
table, benevolent, or beneficial society, church, congre
gation, association, or body incorporated, or any trustee 
or trustees of any trust for charitable or benevolent ob
jects or purposes ; fixing the amount of such property 
which may thus be acquired and held; and providing 
for the increase of such amount, and a method of pro
cedure for obtaining the right to such increase,' by in
creasing limit of such estates which may be held by such 
corporations, societies, or congregations,'' in so far as 
it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

The act approved the twenty-sixth day of March, one 
thousand nine hundred thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
ten}, (Number eight), entitled "An act to amend sub
division three of section three of the act, approved the 
twenty-ninth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), en
titled 'An act to provide for the incorporation and regu
lation of certain corporations,' as amended, by regulating 
the advertising of application of charters for corpo
rations of the first class.'' in so far as it relates to 
nonprofit corporations. · 

The act approved the thirtieth day of March, one 
thousand nine hundred thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
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twelve), entitled "An act to amend the act, approved the 
eighth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-one (Pamphlet Laws, two hundred eleven), en
titled 'An act relating to real estate given or devised to 
corporations to be used for religious or charitable pur
poses,' by eliminating the proviso requiring such corpo
rations to divest themselves of such real estate within 
five years," in so far as it relates to nonprofit corpora
tions. 

The act approved the fourth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, eighty), en
titled ''An act providing for the dissolution of corpora
tions organized for the support of public worship, and 
for the preservation, allocation and distribution of the 
property and assets of such corporations," absolutely. 

The act approved the fourth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, eighty-two), 
entitled ''An act authorizing the merger and consolida
tion of C!>rporations organized and formed for the sup
port of public worship," absolutely. 

The act approved the twenty-second day of June, one 
thousand nine hundred thirty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
eight hundred ninety-seven), entitled "An act to amend 
section forty-two of the act, approved the twenty-ninth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and seventy
four (Pamphlet Laws, seventy-three), entitled 'An act 
to provide for the incorporation and regulation of cer
tain corporations,' as amended, providing for the giving 
of notice of amendments to corporate charters," in so 
far as it relates to nonprofit corporations. 

All other acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed in so far as they relate to nonprofit 
corporations. 

APPROVED-The 5th day of May, A. D. 1933. 

GIFFORD PINCHOT. 

No. 106 

AN A.CT 

Relating to business corporations; defining and providing for the 
organization, merger, consolidation, reorganization, winding up 
and dissolution of such corporations; conferring certain rights, 
powers, duties and immunities upon them and their officers and 
shareholders; prescribing the eonditions on which such corpo
rations may exercise their powers ; providing for the inclusion 
of certain existing corporations of the second class within the 
provisions of this act; prescribing the terms and conditions 
upon which foreign business corporations may be admitted, or 
may continue, to do business within the Commonwealth; con
ferring powers and imposing duties on the courts of commoB 
pleas, and certain State departments, commissions, and officers; 
authorizing certain State departments, boards, commissions, or 
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