2688

Lease.

Plans and
specifications
approved.

To become prop-
erty of Com-
monwealth.

Short title.

Purposes.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

gheny, or within the county of Philadelphia, at a loca-
tion suitable to the Governor and the Secretary of
Property and Supplies, a suitable office building in each
of the respective counties above mentioned, for the use
of agencies of the Commonwealth, and to agree, on
behalf of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to lease
said building for a period of thirty years from the time
of the completion thereof, at such rental and subject to
such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon. No
such contract shall be entered into until the plans and
specifications for such proposed building shall have been
approved by the Department of Property and Supplies.
Any such contract shall provide that upon the termina-
tion of said thirty year lease the building so constructed
and the ground upon which the same is situated shall
become the property of the Commonwealth.

ArrroveEp—The 1st day of July, A. D. 1937.
GEORGE H. EARLE

No. 541
AN ACT

To provide for the conservation, protection, improvement, and
profitable use of agricultural land resources in the State of
Pennsylvania, and for cooperation with the governments and
agencies of other states and of the United States pursuant to
the provisions of section seven of an act of the Congress of
the United States known as the Soil Conservation and Do-
mestic Allotment Act; to assent to and accept the provisions
of said act; to constitute and establish the Pennsylvania Agri-
cultural Conservation and Adjustment Committee, and in
conformity with the provisions of said act, to designate and
authorize said committee, as the State agency of this State, in
conformity with such provisions, to formulate, submit to the
Secretary of Agriculture of the United States, and administer
State plans to carry out the provisions of this act; to define
the powers and duties of said committee as such State agency;
to provide for the selection of its members, and otherwise 1o
provide for the administration of this act; and making an
appropriation.

Section 1. Be it enacted, &ec., That, Short Title~—This
act may be known and cited as ‘‘Pennsylvania Agricul-
tural Conservation and Adjustment Act.’”’

Section 2. Declaration of Purposes.—(a) It is hereby
recognized and declared—

(1) That the soil, resources, and fertility of the land
of this Commonwealth and the economic use thereof, the
prosperity of the farming population of this Common-
wealth, and the navigability of the rivers and harbors
of this Commonwealth, and the prevention of floods in
this Commonwealth, are matters affected with a publie
interest.
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(2) That the welfare of this Commonwealth has been
impaired and is in danger of being further impaired by
destruction of its soil fertility, by uneconomic use and
waste of its land, by exploitation and wasteful and un-
scientific use of its soil resources, by floods and impair-
ment of its rivers and harbors and of the navigability
of its waters and watercourses as a result of soil
erosion, and by the decrease in the purchasing power of
the net income per person on farms in the Common-
wealth as compared with the net income per person in
the Commonwealth not on farms.

(3) That said evils have been augmented and are
likely to be augmented by similar conditions in other
states, and are so interrelated with such conditions in
other states that the remedying of such conditions in this
Commonwealth requires action by this Commonwealth
in cooperation with the governments and agencies of
other states and of the United States, and requires assist-
ance therein by the government and agencies of the
United States; and

(4) That the formulation and effectuation of this
Commonwealth plans in conformity with the provisions
of section seven of the Soil Conservation and Domestie
Allotment Act is calculated to remedy said conditions
and will tend to advance the public welfare of this
Commonwealth,

(b) Therefore, in order to promote the welfare of the
people of this Commonwealth by aiding in the preserva-
tion and improvement of soil fertility, in the promotion
of the economic use and conservation of land, in the
diminution of exploitation and wasteful and unseientific
use of soil resources, in the protection of rivers and
harbors against the results of soil erosion, and in the
re-establishment at as rapid a rate as is practicable and
in the general public interest of the ratio between the
purchasing power of the net income per person on farms
and that of the net income per person not on farms,
that prevailed during the five-year period August, one
thousand nine hundred and nine to July, one thousand
nine hundred and fourteen, inclusive, as determined
from statistics available in the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and the maintenance of such ratio,
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby assents to
and accepts the provisions of the Soil Conservation and
Domestic Allotment Act, and adopts the policy and pur-
pose of cooperating with the governments and agencies
of other states and of the United States in the accom-
plishment of the policy and purposes specified in seection
seven of said act, subject, however, to the following
limitations:

(1) The powers conferred in this act shall be used
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to assist voluntary action calculated to effectuate such
purposes.

(2) Such powers shall not be used to discourage the
production of supplies of foods and fibers in this Com-
monwealth sufficient, when taken together with the pro-
duction thereof in other states of the United States, to
maintain normal domestic human consumption, as de-
termined by the Secretary of Agriculture of the United
States from the records of consumption in the year one
thousand nine hundred and twenty to one thousand
nine hundred and twenty-nine inclusive, taking into
consideration increased population, quantities of any
commodities that were forced into domestic consump-
tion by a decline in exports of particular commodities,
and the quantities of substitutes available for domestic
consumption within any general class of food com-
modities.

(8) In earrying out the purposes specified in this see-
tion, due regard shall be given to the maintenance of a
continuous and stable national supply of agricultural
commodities adequate to meet consumer demand at prices
fair to both producers and consumers.

Section 3. Definitions.—(a) The term ‘‘person’’ as
used in this act, unless the context otherwise requires,
includes an individual, corporation, partnership, firm,
business, trust, joint-stock company, association, syndi-
cate group, pool, joint venture, and any other unincor-
porated association or group.

(b) The expression ‘‘other States of the United
States’” as used in this act shall include Alaska, Hawaii,
and Puerto Rico.

Section 4. Establishment of Pennsylvania Agricul-
tural Conservation and Adjustment Committee.—(a)
There is hereby established a committee of seven mem-
bers which shall be known as the Pennsylvania Agricul-
tural Conservation and Adjustment Committee, and
which shall be referred to hereinafter as the ‘‘State
Committee.”’

(b) Three members of the State Committee shall be
persons experienced in the produection of agricultural
commodities, selected as provided in section eight hereof,
and shall be referred to hereinafter as ‘‘farmer
members.”’

No person shall be eligible for appointment as a
farmer member of the State Committee unless he is of
legal age, a citizen of and resident in this Common-
wealth. Three persons shall be appointed as such
farmer members who, except in the case of temporary
farmer members provided for in section eight hereof,
shall have been duly recommended to the Governor for
such membership by the chairmen of county committees
of agricultural producers in the Commonwealth, as pro-
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vided in section eight hereof. No person shall be ap-
pointed as a farmer member if he is a resident in the
same agricultural district, established pursuant to sec-
tion six hereof, as any farmer member whose term
includes any part of the term of such person.

(¢) The Secretary of Agriculture shall be a member
. of the State Committee, ex officio.

(d) One member of the State Committee shall be
appointed by the Governor from not less than two rep-
resentatives of Pennsylvania State College recommended
to him by the Board of Trustees of such institution.

(e) Two members of the State Committee shall be
farmers, who shall be appointed by the Governor from
among those farmers who are participating in the soil
conservation program provided for by this act.

Section 5. Designation of State Committee as State
Agency.—The State Committee is hereby designated and
authorized as the State agency of this Commonwealth to
carry out the policy and purposes of this act, and to
formulate and administer State plans (hereinafter
called ‘‘Agricultural plans’’) pursuant to the terms of
this act.

Section 6. Agricultural Districts and Communities.—
(a) Within a reasonable time after its organization, the
State Committee shall designate, within the Common-
wealth, five agricultural districts, each of which shall
be composed of one county or of two or more neighbor-
ing counties. As far as practicable, such districts shall
be so constituted as to contain approximately equal num-
bers of agricultural producers. Such districts shall in-
elude in the aggregate all of the land within the
Commonwealth.

(b) The State Committee shall also designate, within
each county of this Commonwealth, such geographic
units which shall be called ‘‘Communities,’’ as it deter-
mines to be the most convenient for the administration
of this act and of State plans adopted pursuant to this
act, and shall establish the boundaries of such com-
munities.

(¢) The State Committee may revise the boundaries
of such agricultural districts and of such communities
in conformity with the respective standards prescribed
herein, at such time or times as it finds that such revi-
sion Is necessary, either to cause such distriet or com-
munities or both to conform to said standards, or to
provide for the more substantial or more efficient aceom-
plishment of the purposes of this act.

Section 7. Community and County Committees.—
As soon as practicable after its organization the State
Committee shall by regulations provide:

(1) For the organization, within each ecommunity, of
a voluntary association in which all agricultural pro-
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ducers who are citizens of this Commonwealth and resi-
dents in such community shall be entitled to egual
participation, for the selection by each such association
of a community committee composed of three members
of such association, and for the selection of a chairman
of each such community committee.

(2) For the selection, by the members of such com-
munity committees within each county, of a county com-
mittee for such county composed of three members of
such ecommunity committees, and for the selection of a
chairman of each such county committee.

Section 8. Appointment of Farmer Members of the
State Committee.—(a) Within sixty days after the
effective date of this aect, the Governor shall appoint
five persons eligible under the terms of this act for
appointment as temporary farmer members of the State
Committee. HRach farmer member so appointed shall
serve until the end of the calendar year, and until his
sucecessor is appointed and qualifies.

(b) Prior to December first, one thousand nine hun-
dred and thirty-seven, the chairmen of the county com-
mittees of the county association of agricultural pro-
ducers established pursuant to section seven, who are
referred to hereinafter as the ‘‘chairmen of the county
committees,’’ shall recommend to the Governor, in writ-
ing, not less than ten nor more than twenty persons
eligible for appointment under the provisions of this
act as farmer members of the State Committee. Prior
to December thirty-first, one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-seven, the Governor shall appoint five farmer
members of the State Board, including three from
among the persons so recommended, for terms com-
mencing January first, one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-eight, of one, two, three, four, and five years,
respectively, and until their respective successors are
appointed and qualify.

(e) Prior to December first, one thousand nine hun-
dred and thirty-eight, and each succeeding calendar
year, the chairmen of the county committees shall recom-
mend to the Governor, in writing, not less than two
persons nor more than four eligible for appointment
under the provisions of this act as a farmer member of
the State Committee, to succeed a member recommended
by the chairmen of such county committees and whose
term expires at the end of the year then current. Prior
to December thirty-first of each such year, the Governor
shall appoint, from among the persons so recommended,
one farmer member of the State Committee for a term
of five years commencing January first of the next sue-
ceeding year, and until his successor is appointed and
qualified.

(d) If a vacancy occurs in the office of any farmer
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member of State Committee recommended by the chair-
men of the county committees, such chairmen shall,
within thirty days after the occurrence of such vacancy,
recommend to the Governor, in writing, not less than
two nor more than four persons eligible under the pro-
visions of this aet for appointment to fill such vacancy
for the remainder of the unexpired term. Within
thirty days of notice of such recommendation, the Gov-
ernor shall appoint one of the persons so recommended
as a member of the State Committee for the remainder
of such term.

(e) The provisions of this seetion with respeet to the
time within which recommendations or appointments
are to be made shall be construed as directory and not
mandatory, and no appointment made hereunder shall Time not ot
be held invalid by reason of being made after the time ™¢ ©°°nce
prescribed herein, or because any recommendation was
made in connection therewith after the time provided
herein.

Section 9. Formulation and Administration of State rormation ana
Agricultural Plans.—(a) The State Committee, after Zf™ifiee™aion
consultation with Pennsylvania State College, is author- cultural plans.
ized and directed to formulate, for each calendar year
commencing with the year one thousand nine hundred
and thirty-eight, and to submit to the Secretary of Agri-
culture of the United States, for and in the name of
this Commonwealth, a State plan (hereinafter called
““agricultural plan’’) for carrying out the purposes of
this act during such ecalendar year. In formulating the
provisions of such State agricultural plans, the State
Committee shall consult with such agencies of this Com-
monwealth as may be qualified to assist therein.

(b) The State Committee is authorized to modify or Modification or
revise any such agricultural plan in whatever manner, LoVSiongof plans
consistent with the terms of this aect, it finds necessary Committce.
in order to provide for more substantial [urtherance
of the accomplishment of the purposes of this act.

(¢) Fach such agricultural plan shall provide for
such participation in its administration by such volun-
tary county and community ecommittees or associations
of agricultural producers organized for such purposes
as the State Committee determines to be necessary or
proper for the effective administration of the agricul-
tural plan.

(d) Each such agricultural plan shall provide, Agreements, ete.
through agreements with agricultural producers or """
through other voluntary methods, for such adjustments
in the utilization of land, in farming practices, and in
the acreage or in the production for market, or both, of
agricultural commodities, as the State Committee deter-
mines to be calculated to effectuate, as substantial accom-
plishment of the purposes of this act as may reasonably
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be achieved through aection of this Commonwealth, and
for payments to agricultural producers, in connection
with such agreements or methods, in such amounts as
the State Committee determines to be fair and reason-
able and calculated to promote such accomplishment of
the purposes of this act without depriving such pro-
ducers of a voluntary and uncoerced choice of action.

(e) Any such agricultural plan shall provide for such
educational programs, with the assistance of Pennsyl-
vania State College and others, as the State Committee
determines to be necessary or proper to promote the
more substantial accomplishment of the purposes of
this act.

(£) Each such agricultural plan shall contain an esti-
mate of expenditures necessary to carry out such agri-
cultural plan, together with a statement of such amount
as the State Committee determines to be necessary to
be paid by the Secretary of Agriculture of the United
States as a grant in aid of such agricultural plan under
section seven of the Soil Conservation and Domestic
Allotment Act in order to provide for the effective carry-
ing out of such agricultural plan, and shall designate
the amount and due date of each installment of such
grant, the period to which each such installment relates,
and the amount determined by the State Committee to
be necessary for carrying out such agricultural plan
during such period.

(g) The State Committee shall provide for such in-
vestigations as it finds to be necessary for the formula-
tion and administration of such agricultural plans.

Section 10. Reeceipt and Disbursement of Funds.—
(a) The State Committee is hereby authorized and em-
powered to receive, on behalf of this Commonwealth,
all grants of money or other aid made available from
any source to assist the Commonwealth in carrying out
the policy and purposes of this act. All such money
or other aid, together with any moneys appropriated
or other provisions made by this Commonwealth for
such purpose, shall be forthwith available to the State
Committee as the agency of the Commonwealth, subject,
in the case of any funds or other aid received upon con-
ditions, to the conditions upon which such funds or other
aid shall have been received for the purpose of admin-
istering this aect, and may be expended by the State
Committee in carrying out the provisions of this act.

(b) Subject to any conditions upon which any suech
money or other aid is made available to the Common-
wealth, and to the terms of any applicable agricultural
plan made effective pursuant to this aet, such expendi-
tures may include, but need not be limited to, expendi-
tures for administrative expenses, equipment, cost of
research and investigation, cost of educational activities,
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reimbursement to other State agencies or to voluntary
committees or associations of agricultural producers for
costs of such agencies, committees, or associations of
assistance, in the administration of this act, requested
in writing by the State Committee and rendered to the
State Committee, payments to agrieultural producers
provided for in any agricultural plan made effective
pursuant to this act, salaries of employes, and all other
expenditures requisite to carrying out the policy and
purposes of this act, including compensation of fifteen
dollars per diem for the members of said State Com-
mittee when engaged upon their official business in per-
formance of their duties under this act, and including
traveling expenses of the members of said State Com-
mittee and the employes of said State Committee in
connection with their said duties: Provided, That no
member of the State Committee shall be entitled to re-
ceive compensation for more than sixty (60) days’
service in any one calendar year.

(e¢) The State Committee shall provide for the keep-
ing of full and accurate accounts, showing all reeceipts
and expenditures of moneys, securities, or other prop-
erty received, held, or expended under the provisions
of this aet, and shall provide for the auditing of all
such accounts, and for execution of surety bonds for all
employes entrusted with moneys or securities under the
provisions of this act.

Section 11. Additional Powers and Duties of the
State Committee.—(a) The State Committee shall utilize
such available services and assistance of other State
agencies and of voluntary county and community com-
mittees and associations of agricultural producers as it
determines to be necessary or calculated to assist sub-
stantially in the effective administration of this act.

(b) The State Committee shall have authority to make
such rules and regulations consistent with the provisions
of this act, and to do any and all other acts consistent
with the provisions of this act which it finds to be neces-
sary or proper for the effective administration of this act.

(¢) The State Committee shall have power and au-
thority to obtain, by lease or purchase, such equipment,
office accommodations, facilities, services and supplies,
and to employ such technical or legal experts or assist-
ants and such other employes, including clerical and
stenographic help, as it determines to be necessary or
proper to carry out the provisions of this aect, and to
determine the qualifications, duties, and compensation
of such experts, assistants, and other employes.

(d) All other agencies of this Commonwealth are
hereby aunthorized to assist the State Committee in carry-
ing out the provisions of this act, upon written request
of the State Committee, in any manner determined by
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the State Committee to be necessary or appropriate for
the effective administration of this aect.

Section 12. Reports.—The State Committee shall
compile or require to be made, such reports as it deter-
mines to be necessary or proper in order to ascertain
whether any agricultural plans provided for in this act
are being carried out according to their terms. The
State Committee shall provide for compliance on the
part of all persons and agencies participating in the
administration of any such agricultural plan with such
requirements, and may make or cause to be made such
investigations as it determines to be necessary or proper
to assure the correctness of and to make p0551b1e the
verification of such reports.

Section 13. Current Appropriation—The sum of ten
thousand dollars ($10,000) is hereby appropriated to
be available to said Agricultural Conservation and Ad-
justment Committee, as such State ageney, in carrying
out the purposes of this act during the two fiscal years
beginning the first day of June, one thousand nine hun-
dred and thirty-seven.

Section 14. Provisions for Separability.—The provi-
sions of this act are severable, and if any provision,
clause, paragraph, section, or part of this aect is held
unconstitutional, the decision shall not be construed to
affect or invalidate any other provision of this act or
the act as a whole. It is hereby declared to be the
legislative intent that the remainder of this act would
have been adopted had such unconstitutional provision
not been included herein,

Section 15. Repeal of Inconsistent Liegislation.—All
acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are
hereby repealed.

Section 16. Time of Taking Effect.—This aet shall
become effective immediately upon its final enactment.

AprprovEp—The 2d day of July, A. D. 1937, except
as to the appropriation item of $10,000 in section 13
of the bill. I withhold my approval from this item
because the Federal Government has made no provision
for participation, during the biennium of 1937-1939, in
the purposes and program provided in the bill.

GEORGE . EARLE
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